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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
City of Austin, October 29th, 1840. 
To his Excellency, Mirabeau B. Lamar: 

Sir :—I have the honor to transmit such documents and 
portious of the correspondence of this Department as your 
Excellency may probably wish to lay before the honorable 
Congress. 

The first, and that which perhaps may be considered of the 
most immediate importance, is the subject of running and 
marking the boundary line between this Government and that 
of the United States of the North, This document, marked 
A, contains copies of two letters from George W. Smyth, Esq., 
Commissioner on the part of this Government, to the Secretary 
of State, with a statement of debts incurred by the joint com- 
mission, which have been paid by the Commissioner on the 
part of the United States, the half of which amount remains 
due that Commissioner by the Government of Texas. These 
letters fully explain the cause of a suspension ofthe operations 
of the Commissioners; also, their progress to the 32d degree 
of north latitude on the Sabine river; and will show the 
necessity of an immediate action of Congress in making an 
appropriation sufficient for the completion of that line to Red 
River. The exact amount necessary for paying the debts due. 
by the Commissioner, and for carrying on the work, this 
Department is unable to estimate, but weuld suggest the 
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propriety of a Mberal appropriation, such an one as would, 
without any doubt, be sufficient; for, should more be appro- 
priated than is actually necessary, the surplus would remain 
unexpended in the Treasury. The amount now due, in- 
cluding the salaries of the Commissioner, Engineer, Surveyor, 
Clerk, Laborers, the steamer Albert Galatin, &c. &c., cannot 
be less than five thousand dollars, par funds. 

In document marked B, will be found copies and extracts of 
letters from this Department to eyp' Minister and Chargé 
d'Affaires at Washington sand daeunieltt C, letters and extracts 
from our Minister and Chárgé d'Affaires there to this Depart- 
ment, relating principally.to indian affairs, and glyims of citi- 
zens of Texas fox*pteperty :stolen hy’ the.Clidrokee Indians. 

This Department has itiich pleasure in communicating to 
your Excellency, the general harmony that prevails in our 
foreign relations. With the Government of the United States, 
nothing has transpired since the last report from this De- 
partment, to cause any other than a continuation of the friend- 
ship and maternal disposition ever characteristic of that Go- 
vernment towards the young and comparatively feeble mem- 
bers of the national family. 

Since the meeting of the last annual Congress, a treaty of 
recognition, amity and commerce, has been concluded between 
this and the Government of the King of the French ; which 
has gone through the usual forms of ratification, exchanges, 
&c., and each Government now has a representative in the 
character of Chargé d'Affaires near that of the other, 

Recent communications from our diplomatie agent in Eu- 
rope, warrant flattering prospects of the national, recognition 
of this Republic by the Governments of Holland, Belgium 
and England ; of which events he expresses but little doubt, 
and that in a very short time, he will be enabled to communi- 
cate his suecess to this Government. 

In document marked D, you will find a demand of the Go- 
vernor of the Windward Islands for certain British negroes 
supposed to be detained in slavery in Texas, with correspon- 
dence relating thereto. ‘These documents will show the gen- 
eral satisfaction given to the Commissioner of her Britannic 
Majesty, (J. Hamilton,) who was charged with the office of 
identifying and recovering said negroes. 


Document marked E, contains"urther instructions to Will- 
iam H. Hunt, Esq. Surveyor, to survey forty leagues of land 
for the establishment and endowment of two Colleges, or Uni- 
versities, under an act of Congress for that purpose ; also, a 
circular addressed to the Chief Justices. of the several counties, 
relative to locating and surveying tlitee leagues of land for 
the purpose of establishing primary schools, 

Knowing the great solicitude of your Excellency on the 
very important and interesting subject of Education, and it 
being one in which every true friend of 'lexas must feel 
deeply interested, this Department has taken much pains in 
urging;jit upon the proper officers to have the objects of the’ 
law complied with; and it is with deep regret I have to in- 
form your Excellency that none of these surveys have yet 
been made. In reply to the circular, (in Document E,) ad- 
dressed to the respective Chief Justices, a number have given 
to this Department, as a reason for the delay, that the pay 
allowed by the act ås insufficient to defray the actual expenses 
of locating and surveying said lands ; and I would most re- . 
spectfully suggest the propriety of directing the attention of 
the honorable Congress to this subject. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be 
Your Eixcelleney's most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 


DOCUMENT A. 


Steam-Boat Albert Gallatin, May 23d, 1840. 


Sin:—1 had the honor to receive yours of the first, and 
also of the seventh intant, yesterday. The Commissioner of 
the United States, accompanied by Major J. D. Graham, ar- 
rived at camp at Green's Bluffs, on the Sabine river, on the 
15th instant. é 

Gen. Hunt had already made his first and second proposi- 
tion before your despatches arrived, which were rejected.— 
The instructions of the United States’ Government to their 
Commissioner were positive, and did not admit of any quali- 
fication ; the commencement was therefore made according to 
the last article of your instructions on that subject, and the 
line continued to Green’s Bluff, near which we met the steamer 
Albert Gallatin, by which I received your despatches. A 
contract was immediately made for our transportation to 
Gaines’ Ferry, and we took our departure for that point the 
same evening, and are now under way. 

I wrote to Gen. Hunt, dated 22d, requesting him to turn 
over to me such documents and papers as appertained to the 
line, as also such property and funds as were in his possession 
belonging to the Republic of Texas, but I regret to add tha 
the supplies laid in by the joint commission for the expedition 
are nearly exhausted; and as to funds, Gen Hunt informs me 
he will be unable to furnish any ; the consequence, is we have 
not one dollar to defray even the most necessary expense ; but 
the importance of the work is so great, we have determined to 
ascend to the 32d degree of north latitude on the Sabine, as- 
certain that point with as much precision as possible, and , 
commence the meridian boundary line at least, notwithstand- 
ing we shall be under the humiliating necessity of depending 
entirely on the generosity of the United States’ Commissioner 
to defray every expense. 


Texian Bounpary Line Comeission, 


Judge Overton had already informed his Government, 
before I received your communication, that he would be 
unable to prosecute the work after the month of June, until 
the return of the healthy season; the consequence is, the 
work will necessarily be suspended for a short time. 

The remaining appropriation of five thousand dollars in 
the promissory notes, from the depreciated state of those 
notes, is not worth more than seven hundred dollars, with 
which it would be impossible to prosecute the work, if it 
were in our possession. I think it unnecessary to make an 
effort to draw the appropriation, as it can answer no valuable 
purpose. 

We have this day (28th,) made a further contract for our 
conveyance by the same boat to the 32°, and shall depart 
to-morrow morning. 

lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. SMYTH. 
Hon. A. S. Lrescoms, Secretary of State. 


Near Locan’s Ferry, SABINE River, 
June 17th, 1840. 

Str:—Immediately after my last communication by Gen. 
Hunt, we resumed our voyage up the Sabine, and after having 
met and overcome many difficulties in our progress, from 
overhanging trees and drift wood, the channel of the river 
being in some places entirely obstructed, we reached Logau's: 
Ferry on the fourth day from our departure. d 

In aseending the river, a reconnoissance' was carefully 
taken of the river by observing the courses with a compass, 
and estimating the distances, which were corrected every 
night by observations for latitude and longitude; the dis- 
tance from Gaines’ Ferry to this place by water is about 
miles. : 

On the night of the first of June, at Logan’s Ferry, ob- 
servations showed us to be about one minute and a half 
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south of the 32d degree; we accordingly debarked the next 
morning on the eastern bank; Lieut. Lee having in the 
mean time selected a position for encampment in the open 
woods on the east side of the river, to which place we re- 
moved on the 3d; observations on the night of the third 
evinced our position too far to the north: by about forty-two 
seconds, (nearly an English mile) Dr. Conway and Mr. 
Wilber accordingly measured off one mile due south, and 
from thence run a line due west; on this line, near the low 
grounds of the river, and about two miles east of it, a proper 
situation for an encampment and observatory with good 
water, &c., was found, to which position the engineer de- 
partment on both sides immediately repaired, fixed their 
encampment and observatory, and on the night of the fifth 
commenced a regular serles of observations for the deter- 
mination of the 32d parallel, which has eontaued without 
intermission (except two or three cloudy nights) until the 
present time; the result of the observations which have 
been calculated convinces me beyond doubt that the observ- 
atory is within three hundred feet of the 32d degree; but it 
is mortifying in the extreme to add that the work has ter- 
minated without having permanently fixed that point, which 
I confidently anticipated we should accomplish when we 
came here. The reasons alleged are, the great desire of the 
United States’ officers to- verify the point by such a number 
and variety of observations as shall not only be satisfac- 
tory to themselves, but shall leave no doubts on the minds of 
she government or people of the United States, particularly 
as the point established will differ so widely from the point 
by Lilly's observations, as well as from the measurement of 
the United States surveys; Lilly’s line being more than 
five miles west, and the United States having surveyed a 
whole range of townships (viz: range 17) west of where the 
line must necessarily run; this, together with the entire ex- 
haustion of funds on the part of the United States, (ourselves 
having had none from the beginning,) has caused the cessa- 
tion of operations before ascertaining the point where the Sa- 
bine ceases to be the line between the two countries —a mat- 
ter in which we feel so deep an interest. The point how- 
ever js ascertained with sufficient certainty to show verv 


(MD 


nearly where the line must necessarily run. No man ean 
more sincerely regret this termination of this business than I 
do; but the event has been beyond my control. 

You will see from the sketch of the river which I enclose 
you, taken from the United States’ surveys, the point where 
the parallel of 32 will cross the Sabine. 

I was compelled to draw on the Department for the amount 
of our transportation, viz: six hundred and fifty-five dollars 
and sixty-five cents, which I hope the Department will meet, 
as without 1t we could not have reached this point. 

Messrs. Wilber and Gray being here without the means of 
transportation, and it not being in my power to supply them, 
and, besides, having the eare of costly instruments, such as 
the chronometer, I, in conjunction with Judge Overton, have 
thought it mot advisable to leave them in possession of all 
the public property of both countries, with one man for their 
assistance. ‘Their care over the public property will doubt- 
less be useful. In addition, they have calculations to bring 
up, and plats to make out, which will occupy much of their 
time; I have, therefore, instructed them accordingly. 

June 20th.—T he commission this day adjourned until the 
first day of November next.  Einelosed I send you the amount 
of our responsibilities to the Government of the United States ; 
the greater part of which were contracted before [ came into 
office. 

In pursuance of the authority vested in me, and at the desire 
of the United States’ Commissioner, I have appointed Daniel 
C. Wilber Surveyor. 

I will endeavor to be in Austin by the last of July. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
[ Signed ] GEORGE W. SMY'TH, 
Teras Commissioner, 
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\ Camp NEAR THE 32d Nortu LAT., ] 
On the Sabine River, June 18th, 1840. \ 


‘The following contains a list of debts incurred by the Joint 
Commission for marking the boundary between the United 
States and Texas, under the convention between the two 
countries, concluded at Washington on the 25th day of April, 
1838, which have been paid by the United States; one-half 
of which amount is acknowledged to be due the United States 
by the Republic of Texas, to be paid when the Commission re- 
convenes on the first of November next : i 


No.1 - Claiborne H. Burke, - - $16 00 
« 2 - H. A. Low, - - + - 3 00 
"3 - John Lyons, - - - 16 00 
& A - A. Hotchkiss,  - - ~ - 31495 
Up. A.Melier, - -~ - - 133 75 
x 6 - S.H. Everitt, - - - - 4 12 
M - W. D. Smith, - - c 24 48 
n B - Sarah Joy, - - - - T 25 
u 9 - Thomas W. Reed, - =- 3 00 
s 10 - W.D. Smith, - - - - 9775 
«11 - James Gains, ~ = - 43 18 
«12  - B.D. Potter, - .- - - 129 42 
« 13 - J. Caldwell, - = = 6 05 
«i4 - H A. Low, ~ 5 = o 5 12 
“15 - J. L. Haight, - =- - 2 00 
« 16 - William Franks, - - - 24 00 
€17 - Balance due on sale of Pub. Horse, 50 00 
« 18 - Andrew Gray,  - - Ss 19 43 
“19 - Pay Roll, "A ME 2431 52 
* 20 - Henry Burrough, - = - 8168 

$2,060 77 


Y certify that the above is a true copy of the original in 
possession of the United States’ Commissioner. 
| Signed ] HAMILTON PRIOLEAU BEE, 
Clerk Texian Commissioner. 


il 


DOCUMENT B. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Jan. 14th, 1840, 


Sir :—I enclose you a copy of a communication recently 
received from Dr. D. Rowlett, a member of our Congress for 
Fannin county, and a gentleman of unexceptionable character. 

You are requested to present his claim to the Government of 
the United States without delay. It is probable from the 
fact that the Indian agent, resident with the Cherokees in the 
State of Arkansas, has been made acquainted with the claim 
and the circumstances connected with it, that you will find 
the Gevernment of the United States already informed on the 
subject, and the President is persuaded that that Government 
will only require to be informed of the relative facts te induce 
them to order a prompt restitution or adequate compensation 
to be made to the partiesinjured. , 

The amount claimed is but a reasonable remuneration for 
the losses actually sustained ; and by referring to the treaty 
between the United States and Mexico on this subject you 
will find such remunerationfully stipulated. 

Should any further testimony be required to substantiate 
the claim, you will apprize the Department of itas early as 
practicable, for the citizens concerned in the demand have a 
plain interest in its speedy adjustment. If the Government 
of the United States are convinced of the justness of the de- 
mand, it cannot be doubted that they will give a peremptory 
order to have the amount due the claimants abated from the 
next annuity payable to the offending tribe of the Chero- 
kees, and paid to the claimants at such convenient time and 
place as may be selected. Your early attention to this 
business is requested. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
To Hon. R. G. DUNLAP, 
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Eztract of a Letter from Hon, A. S. Lipscomb to B. E. 
Bee, Eisq., dated Austin, March 31st, 1840. 


I would particularly call your attention to the subject of 
depredations committed by the Indians of the United States on 
the inhabitants of our frontier. This Government has reason 
to believe that most of our Indian troubles proceed from the 
Indians residing within the limits of the United States, par- 
ticularly the Caddoes, and they are believed all of them to be 
principally supplied with weapons from the United States, 
you will not fail to urge upon the United States the necessity 
of a compliance with the stipulations of the treaty by which 
they bind themselves to keep those Indians within their bor- 
ders quiet, and to restrain them from acts of hostility. This 
cannot be too frequently urged upon the Cabinet of Washing- 
ton. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
[Signed] A. S. LIPSCOMB. 


ra 


Eiract of a Letter from the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb to B. 
E. Bee, Esq., dated Austin, August Sth, 1840. 

Since my last to you, circumstances have transpired, that 
render it necessary that I should again reiterate my last 
instructions to you, and that you should particularly call the 
attention of the Government of the United States to the subject 
of inroads and depredations committed by certain Indian tribes, 
belonging to that Government, on the property and lives of 
the citizens of our Government. Mrs. Webster, who with 
her two children were taken prisoners by the Comanches, 
when her husband and his party were killed, made her escape 
in the spring of this year, and on her way into San Antonio, 
reports that she had once before made her escape from her 
captors, and had arrived within thirty miles of this place, 
when she was re-captured by the Caddo Indians and delivered 
up to those who had first taken her, by them. She reports 
that there were Kickapoos, Shawnees, Cherokees and Choc- 
taws, and a considerable number of Negro slaves, men, women 
and children, from the United States, with those Caddoes. 
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"That on the approach of spring most of them retired up 
the Brazos, as they said, to make corn. The Caddoes are 
believed to be pensioners of the United States, that they 
receive their regular annuities, and that they are thus furnish- 
ed with the means of conducting their own hostile operations 
against us, and likewise supplying the Comanche and other 
wild Prairie Indians with arms and ammunition, and receive 
in exchange stolen horses. It is rumored that the Caddoes 
are not even required to present themselves within the United 
States to receive their annuity, but that it is sent to them, 
within our boundary, by some one representing them. It is 
confidently hoped, from the known honor and fidelity with 
which the United States’ Government has always been sig- 
nalized in the performance of all her engagements with other 


Governments, that she will take some effectual means to arrest » 


those grievances, should their Indians be encouraged, by 
indulgence to hold out inducements to the slaves from Texas 
and the United States to take refuge among them, and join 
them in their marauding parties, the evil in its progress may 
become very serious to the Southern United States. Iam fully 
aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility of preventing hunt- 
ing Indians from.passing any line of longitude or latitude in an 
uninhabited country, but they might be instructed not to ap- 
proach in their hunting expeditions within some hundred 
miles of our settlements. If the annuities are withheld from 
them, until they give satisfactory assurance of conducting 
themselves peaceably, and in subordination to the stipulations 
of the treaty between this Government and the United States, 
it seems to me that they could, by such means, be restrained. 
I am, sir, with great respect, &c., 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB,. 
Secretary of State. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, September 30th,*1840. 


Sig:—Herewith enclosed are statements of citizens of 
Texas, for losses sustained by them during the spring of 
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1839, for horses stolen by the Cherokee Indians. ‘These state- 
ments have been made and testified to as per direction of your 
predecessor of 27th March, 1840. You will lay them before 
the Government of the United States, in order that they may 
be duly attended to, and inform this Department as early as 
practicable of the result, as the parties concerned are anxious 
to know it. 
I have the honor to be, &e., 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
] Acting Secretary of State. 
"To rue Hon. B. E. Bez, 
Chargé D'Affaires. 


DOCUMENT C. 


Texian LEGATION, 
Washington, February 24th, 1840. 


Sır :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of January 10th ult., with its enclosure, asking 
remuneration from the United States’ Government for property 
stolen by the Cherokee Indians of the United States, from 
the citizens of Texas, which I have this day, under your in- 
structions, submitted to that Government. 

I avail myself of this occasion, &c., 
R. G. DUNLAP. 
To Hon. Davin G. BURNET. 
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Texian LEGATION, 
Washington, February 24th, 1840., 


Sır :—The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary; and 
Envoy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, has the honor, 
under the instructions of his Government, to submit to the 
Secretary of State of the United States, the claim of sundry 
citizens of the Republic of Texas, asking an adequate remu- 
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neration for the property stolen by the Cherokee Indians of the- 
United States from said citizens." A copy of a petition in 
evidence of said claim, is herewith submitted, and the name 
of Mr. Rowlett signed to thé same, is that of a member of Con- 

ress of the Republic of Texas, a gentleman of high character 
n trath, aad 
The-undersigned avails himself, &c., 

R. G. DUNLAP. 
To THE Hon. Joun FonsvTH, LN 
Secretary of State of the United States. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, . 
Washington, February 26th, 1840. S. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Dunlap : 


N 
Sir :—The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United i3 


States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note 
addressed to him on the 24th instant, by Gen. Dunlap, Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of Texas, sub- 
mitting a claim of Texian citizens to remuneration for property 
alleged to have been stolen from them by the Cherokee In- 
dians of the United States. The President, before whom Gen. 
Dunlap’s note was laid, has directed the undersigned to state 
to Gen. Dunlap, that, anxious to seize every opportunity of 
manifesting the friendly disposition of this Government towards. 
the ''exian Republic, he will take pleasure, on receiving from. 
that Government evidence of the loss complained of, in refer- 
ring it to the Commissioner of the Indian Office, with directions 
to use his influence with the Cherokee Indians in prevailing 
upon them to restore the stolen property, or make a fair com- 
pensation for the same. But the undersigned is instructed at 
the same time to say to Gen. Dunlap, that this Government 


for any thefts committed by the Indians, whether residing 
within or beyond the borders of the United States. 
The undersigned takes this occasion, &c., 
[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 


can, in no event, consider itself responsible to foreign powers » 
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LEGATION OF TEXAS, 
Washington, March 27th, 1840. 


Mr. Dunlap to Mr. Forsyth : i 

Sır :—The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary and 
Envoy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of note of the Secretary of State of 
the United States, of the 26th ultimo, in answer to his of the 
24th ultimo, relative to the depredations committed by the 
Indians of the United States, upon the property ‘uf the citizens 
of 'l'exas. | 

The undersigned is truly happy to observe that the President 
of the United States takes this occasion to manifest the friendly 
disposition of the Government of the Uuited States towards 
that of the Republic of Texas, a fact, however, whieh the under- 
signed has never doubted, nor can any doubt, who are ac- 
quainted with the political course of the President, and the 
history of the Government of the United States. 

'The undersigned, believing that the plan proposed by the 
Secretary of State of the United States, for the liquidation of 
the claims of the citizens of Texas, above alluded to, to be the 
Speediest, will request his Government to have the evidence 
of those claims furnished, to be submitted to the Government 
of the United States, and aecepts the proffer of its kind offices 
to procure of the nation of those depredators, the restitution of 
the property stolen, or the payment of its value. 

The undersigned, at the same time, most respectfully pro- 
tests against the soundness or applicability of the rule upon 
which the Government of the United States, as a last resort, 
may refuse payment for any depredations committed by the 
Indians of the United States upon the property of the citizens 
of Texas, as the right of the citizens of Texas, in the present 
case, rests upon a specified treaty stipulation. The under- 
signed will not, however, go into argument on this question at 
present, as he entertains the hope that the course indicated by 
the Secretary of State of the United States, will result favor- 
ably to the parties interested. 

[Signed] R. G. DUNLAP. 
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LEGATION or Texas, 
Washington, March 27th, 1840, 


To the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb : 

Sir :—I have the honor to enclose a copy of the correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of State of the United States and 
myself, relative to certain claims for depredations committed 
by the Indians. ; 

In case the question of the liability of the United States 
were now vrged, and the Government, after a protracted dis- 
cussion, shonld allow the claims, then payment could only 
be obtained through an appropriation by Congress, and might 
occasion a delay of one or two sessions. The course indi- 
cated by the Secretary of State of the United States, is the 
speediest, and perhaps the surest, as money can be paid out 
of their annuity due to those Indians. 

"Therefore, the claimants should prepare the evidence of their 
claim in strict adherence to the rules of taking testimony in 
such cases, and have it forwarded to the Representative of 
Texas, to be submitted to this Government. The claim re- 
ceived, was a mere statement of one of the parties; without 
any accompanying evidence ; and no matter how upright and 
honorable the party may be, the United States Government 
will never feel willing to receive such a statement as a sub- 
stitute for legal testimony. 

With great consideration, &c., 
R. G. DUNLAP. 


— 


Lecarion or TEXAS, P 
Washington, April 16th, 1840. § 


Sir :—The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary and En- 
voy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, being advised 
by the Secretary of State of the United States, that the subject 
of the Indian relations between the two countries has been 
teferred to the War Department, begs leave-to submit a few 
enquiries to the Secretary of War thereto. f 

The promptness and fidelity with which the Government of 
the United States has always met the question, when Texas 
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has been threatened with incursions from Índians ofthe former, 
leaves the undersigned no room to doubt that the Secretary 
of War will fully answer these inquiries, so that nothing 
equivocal may seem to exist in the understandiug between the 
two Governments upon a subject so delicate and important. 

Ist. Have not Indians, migrating to Texas without the 
consent of either Mexico or ‘Texas since the treaty of 1831, 
between the United States and Mexico, been suffered to do so 
by the United States, in direct contravention with the terms 
and spirit of said treaty? And is not the United States boung 
to recall the Indians who have thus emigrated, and provide 
them a home in the United States? Should the Republic of 
'l'exas, now or hereafter, find the undertaking too difficult to 
expel from her territory Indians of the United States who 
have or may hereafter make incursions or settlement within 
the Republic of Texas, will not the Government of the United 
States, upon the request of the Government of Texas, «id in 
their expulsion? ‘he capricious and restless character of 
these savages, and their contiguity to Texas, renders it more 
than probable- that incursions will, as heretofore, be again 
made, and the United States not be informed in time to pre- 
vent. 

Under such a view of the case, in the event of Texas asking 
aid of the United States, would it not be granted? 

: The undersigned avails himself, &c., 
R. G. DUNLAP, 
To qae Hon. Joer R. PorwsETT, 
Secretary of War. 
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DOCUMENT D. 


LETTERS CONCERNING CERTAIN BRITISH NEGROES. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS, Government Hovsz, 
Barbadoes, Dec. 26th, 1839. 


His Excellency the President or Oficer Administering 
the Government of Texas : 


Sir :—Commander Ramsey, of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Sloop of War, the Pilot, will have the honor of delivering this 
letter to your Excellency, having be.n ordered by His Ex- 
celleney, Vice-Admiral Six, Thomas Harvey, K. C. B., Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's ships and vessels on the 
North American West India station, to proceed from this port 
to Téxas, for the purpose of conveying thither, and of there 
supporting the application of Commander Hamilton of the 
Royal Navy, who is charged, on the part of Her Majesty's 
Government, with the duty of demanding from the Govern- 
ment of 'lexas, and of identifying aud recovering certain 
British Negroes, supposed to be detained in slavery in that 
country. 

Relying on the disposition of your Excellency to promote 
the objeets for which the above named officers are about to 
repair to 'T'exas, 

J have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
Your Excellency's most obedient 
And most humble servant, 
E. MURRAY McGREGOR, 


Governor. 


+ 
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WINDWARD ISLANDS, Government Houssg, ] 
Barbadoes, Dec. 26th, 1839. 5 


His Excellency the President or Officer Administering 
the Grovernment of Texas: 

Sır :—Under instructions from Her Britannie Majesty's 

rincipal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, 
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I have directed Commander Hamilton, of the Royal Navy, 
who is about to embark for Texas, on board Her Majesty’s 
sloop of war, the Pilot, to present this letter to your Excel- 
lency. 

Omas Hamilton is charged with the office of demand- 
ing on the part of Her Majesty's Government from that of 
'Texas, and of identifying and recovering certain British 
Negroes, supposed to be detained there in slavery, and will 
have the honor of communicating to your Excellency such 
detailed information, as may be necessary for your Excel- 
lency's satisfaction upon this subject. 

It is my duty to request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to facilitate by such meays as the occasion may re- 


. quire, the prompt execution by Commander Hamilton, of 


the delicate mission with which he is entrusted, and solicit- 
ing your Excellency's acceptance of my assurance of high 
consideration. 
i have the honor to be, Sir, your Excellency's 
Most obedient and most humble servant, 
E. MURRAY McGREGOR, 
Governor. 


— 


Leiter from J. Hamilton, Commissioner, &c. 
Hovstron Crry, Texas, 
February 27th, 1840. 


Sir :—it having been represented to me on my arrival in 
this country, that a certain British Negro, named “ John,” one 
of the crew of the British schooner, “ William,” but not the 
property of the captain, was in the year 1833 or 1834, ille- 
gally sold as a slave at Harrisburg, by order of the alcalde, to 
one Robert Vince, and is at present detained in Texas as 
such, either by one Captain Somers or one Allen Vince, both 
residing on the banks of the Brazos River. 

Relying on the faith of the assurance of His Excellency the 
President of Texas, “that the policy of that Government 
will at all times guarantee the most decided co-operation with 
the Queen's Government in preventing or punishing all 
such infractions of the law ;? I have to request on the part 
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of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, that His Excellency 
will be pleased to direct such instructions.to be issued as will 
summarily and satisfactorily terminate the delicate mussion 
with which I am entrusted, by causing the same Negro to be 
delivered up to me at Galveston, or to such agentjas I may 
hereafter appoint. 
For the purpose of facilitating this object, I have the honor 
to subjoin the particulars of the case. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant. 
JOSEPH HAMILTON, 
Commissioner. 
To rue Hon. ÅBNER S. Lipscoms, 
Secretary of State, Tezas.. 


1 


— 


i 
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The British schooner, “ William,” Captain Kelly, was in 
the end of the year 1833, or 1n the commencement of the year 
1834, seized by order of the alcalde of Harrisburg, and Kelly, 
it is said, was murdered atthe same time, by one Isaac Nor- 
ton ; one of the crew, a British Negro, named “John,” who was 
the property of a lady in one of the British West India Colonies 
was sold by order of the same alcalde, for $600 to a Robert 
Vince, then residing at or near Harrisburg, but subsequently 
removed to the Brazos, where he died a short time since; 
deseased’s sister, Susan, the wife of Captain Somers, also 
residing on the Brazos, took possession of the Negro, but itis 
supposed he is now in the possession of Allen Vince, the bro- 
ther of the deceased, and also residing on the Brazos. 

JOSEPH HAMILTON, 
Commissioner. 


enn t 


GALVESTON iry, Texas, 
April 21st, 1840. 


,  Srr:i—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 21st of March, 1840, which will (on my 
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arrival at Barbadoes) be forwarded to Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
: “ Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HAMILTON, 

Commissioner. 

To rue Hon. ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 

Secretary of State, Tezas. 


— 


Gatvestron Orry, Texas, ) 
April 21st, 1840. N 


Srg :—In closing my commission, I have the honor to 
inform you that I have been successful in recovering five of 
the Negroes introduced into this country by Mr. John Taylor 
of Barbadoes ; ofthe remaining three, one is supposed to have 
been drowned ; ; another, left with Mr. Wm. Modte of Anahuac, 
is supposed to have been kidnapped and carried into the 
United States of America, and the third left with Mr. David 
Garner of Cow Bayou, was sold in Louisiana. 

The woman and her three children are supposed to have 
been murdered at Brush Island, on the coast of Louisiana. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH BAMILTON, 
Commissioner. 
To rae Hon. ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State, Texas. 


- — 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AUSTIN, 
January 29th, 1840. 


To Commander Hamilton, of Her Britanice Majesty's 
Navy. 
Sir :--His Excellency the President has this morning the 
pleasure to receive the communication from His Excellency 
the Governor of Barbadoes, of the 26th December, 1839, which 
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you Caused to be transmitted to him by the collector of the 
port of Velasco. lam instructed by the President to say in 
reply to the application “for certain British Negroes sup- 
posed to be:detained in slavery in this country," that this 
Government has no knowledge of any person of the charaeter 
described heing within its jurisdiction. Our sea-coast is 
extensive, and has heretofore been but imperfectly organized 
in its internal affairs, and consequently is exposed at some 
remote points to access by illicit.traders of all description ; 
these inconveniences are being remedied as fast as circum- 
stances will permit. If any British Negroes have been intro- 
duced into the country, it would be very gratifying to this Go- 
vernment to be informed, at what time, at what place, by 
whom and by what means, the violation of our laws has been 
perpetrated; such information would give important facili- 
. ties to the Government in its future efforts to prevent similar 

aggressions. If any such persons as you are instructed to 
apply for are among us, and can be identified as such, there 
will be no hesitation on the part of the Government in sur- 
rendering them to their proper jurisdiction. 

The President requests me to say to you, that he would be 
gratified to see you at Austin, and to confer personally with 
you on the subject of your mission. 

With great consideration, E have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State.. 


—— 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, AUSTIN, 
February 14th, 1840. 


To Commander Hamilton, of Her Majesty s Royal Navy. 


Sır :—The President of the Republic of Texas has been 
pleased to issue the enclosed. Proclamation, and he directs me 
to assure you of his earnest and sincere desire that it may be 
satisfactory to the Queen's Government, and that you may be 
successful in aecomplishing to its fullest extent, the object of 
your mission. and further to assure you, that the policy of this 


we 
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Government will at all times guarantee the most decided co- 
operation with the Queen's Government in preventing or 
punishing all such infractions of the law. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
"Secretary of State. 


DEPARTMENT OP STATE, AUSTIN, } 
March 31st, 1840. y 


To Commander J. Hamilton : 


Sin:—In reply to yours of the 27th ult.; I have to repeat 
what in substance, I stated in conversation with you on this 
subject ; you will recollect that you informed me, that you 
had heard on your way up to this place, that a Negro had 
been so taken, and sold by the alcalde at Harrisburg in 1833 
or 1834. I then stated to you that a Negro brought in at that 
time and sold, could not be considered as being introduced 
in contravention of the laws or policy of this Government,’ 
as it was at a time anterior to its existence, and before there 
was any law prohibiting such introduction. I told you, how- 
ever, that ibthe Negro was a free man, on a judicial enquiry, 
(which would be instituted by order of the President,) and on 
the fact of his freedom being ascertained by a jury, he would 
be delivered up, for the purpose of conveying him out of this 
Government to such place as he should choose to gò. If, 
however, he is a slave, the irial of the right of property in 
him must take the usual course of the common law. In this 
respect the laws of this country are believed not to differ from 
those of the Government you represent. If a dispute about 
the ownership of any personal property should arise in Her 
Majesty’s dominions, and the claimant a foreigner, the ques- 
tions of right would be submitted to a jury on the law and the 
evidence ; it too would be considered a judical question of 
private right, and not international or political. ‘This would 
be the case in the absence of all treaty stipulations embracing 
the subject. This Government will at all times promptly 
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punish violations of its laws, but 1n matters of private rights, 
the investigation must take the usual course, and the courts 
of this Government are at all times open to the subjects of 
Her Majesty to assert and establish their rights as fully and 
effectually as to her own citizens. 
I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 


DOCUMENT E. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AUSTIN, 

i : August 19th, 1840. ? 
To W. H. Hunt, Esq., Surveyor : 

S1R :—It is hoped you will without any unnecessary delay; 
proceed to locate and survey forty leagues of land for the 
support of the Universities, under the Act of Congress of the 
26th January, 1839. You are authorized to make the loca- 
tions and surveys on lands not‘appropriated by individuals, any 
where in the Republic, and in such number of acres in each 
survey as may be found most convenient, not in a less quantity 
in any one tract than one halfleague: the land must be ef 
good quality. ' 

In all respects not modified by these instructions, you will 
be governed by those of 26th July, 1839. Itis probable that 
you will be able to locate a great part of the land on the wa- 
ters of the Trinity, in and about the Cross Timbers. Itis very 
important that your returns should be in time for the next 
Congress, and it is sincerely hoped that no exertions will be 
wanting to accomplish this desirable object. 

lam, with great respect, &c., 
[Signed] ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AUSTIN, 
August 15th, 1840. 


To the Chief Justice of the County of 


Stra :—On the 29th of May, 1839, a letter was addressed to 
the County Surveyor of each county of the Republic, instruct- 
ing him to locate and survey three leagues of land, in accord- 
ance with the Act entitled “An Act apropriating certain 
lands for the establishment of a general system of education, 
approved 26th January, 1839. Although they were advised 
of the propriety of making the surveys with all possible dili- 
gence, and make their returns without delay, and in aecord- 
ance with the Act, I regret to say that no return has yet been 
received at the General Land Office. Y am instructed by the 
Hon. Secretary of State to request that you give your atten- 
tion to the subject, and have the lands surveyed without 
delay, and the returns made accordingly, as it is of great im- 
portance it should be done before the convening of Congress. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, &c., 
JOSEPH WAPLES. 
Chief Clerk Department of State. 


—— 


\ 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


Read, and referred to the Committee on the. state of Re- 
public, November 17th, 1840. 


COUNTY OF JASPER, 
October 15th, 1840. 


Hon. Abner S. Lipscomb, Secretary ef State : 


SIR :—In my two last, I communicated to you every im- 
portant circumstance connected with our operations, {from the 
time I took charge of the Commission, until our final sepa- 
ration, on the 22d June last. It remains for me only to say 
a few words on the nature of the work, and the probable 
amount of expenditures which will be necessary to complete 
i. So entirely different is the work to be executed, from the 
common operations of surveying, to which all our citizens are 
accustomed, that I am persuaded many members of Congress 
are entirely mistaken as toits nature. All that the Govern- 
ment or people of Texas desire, is to have a line clearly 
defined, which will demark the limits of their Territory and 
Jurisdiction ; but the Government of the United States, in 
addition to this, has another object to accomplish, and that is 


to run the line in such a manner as shall be creditable to the - 


science of their country ; and the scientific gentlemen charged 
with the performance of the work, feel a laudable ambition to 
fulfil this expectation on the part of their Government. The 
plan, therefore, which I have reason to believe they intend 
to adopt, will be accurate in à high degree, but tedious and 
expensive, and will either require the employment of a con- 
siderable number of hands, or require a great time for its com- 
pletion. Whoever represents the Government of Texas on 
that line, would doubtless prefer a more speedy, and less 
expensive method ; but the Government of the United States 
has comparatively little interest in running this line. She 
already extends her jurisdiction over more territory than 
belongs to her. 'The principal interest connected with the 
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running of the line is ours. If, therefore, we are anxious for 
the accomplishment of this business, and they will not adopt 
our plans, we must adopt theirs, or the work cannot be done. 
Congress would do well to reflect on the great importance 
(not only to the section of country immediately interested but 
to the country generally) of having the line permanently 
established during the present season, and the absolute im- 
possibility of doing this, without an adequate appropriation. 
The Commissioner on the part of Texas, is already near 
two thousand dollars in debt. ‘Taking this into consideration, 
Congress would not be safe (in my opinion) in appropriating 
less than ten thousand dollars (in par currency) to defray 
contingent expenses alone. I hope, as ardently as any man, 
that it will not require so great a sum); but it is better to err 
on the safe side. And surely Texas is not so poor in moral 
probity, but that some individual may be found who would 
not squander the remainder, if there should be any. It 
should be borne in mind, always, that this is a joint concern, 
and does not depend alone upon the officers appointed by the 
Government of 'T'exas, and that when an officer has done all 
in his power to promote the object of his appointment, he 
has done all that reason or duty can require of him, notwith. 
standing his success may not equal their expectations or his 
own desires. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE W. SMYTH. 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


Read, and referred to the Committee on the state of the Re- 
public, December 14th, 1840. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
December 8th, 1840. 


Sin :-—1n accordance with the resolution of the Honorable 
the House of Representatives of the 5th inst., I have the honor 
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to submit the several Documents marked A, B, C, and D. 
The Document A shows the contract of S. P. Andrews, Esq., 
for the translating the Laws into the Castilian language, and 
his bond for the performance of his contract. 

Exhibit B shows the contract of J. W. Cruger, Esq., for 
printing the Laws, and the terms on which the work is to bg 
executed. 

Exhibit C is a copy of a letter from J. W. Cruger, Esq. 
showing the cause of the delay in the performance of the 
work. 

I have not heard any thing from Mr. Andrews by way of 
excuse for the non-fulfilment of his contract. 

Exhibit D is calculated to throw some doubts on the accu- 
racy of Mr. Andrews’ translation, so far as he has progressed. 
The amount paid to Mr. Andrews will appear by reference to 
exhibit A; and Mr. Crugers’ letter the probable amount that 
i will cost the Government to complete the work, up to the 
acts of the last session of Congress. 'The undersigned would 
respectfully suggest to the Honorable Congress whether the 
benefits to be derived from continuing to have the Laws trans- 
lated into Castilian, will justify the expenses that will be in- 
curred under the present depreciated state of our currency. 

Mr. Cruger has been paid ten thousand dollars in the pro- 
missory notes of the Government on his contract, being the 
amount appropriated by the last’ Congress. ‘The appropria- 
tion for having the Laws translated and published, has been 
exhausted, All the general laws previous to the last Congress 
are in the hands of the Translator. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 
To the Hon. Davin S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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DOCUMENT A. 


SS. P. Andrews’ Articles of Agreement to translate the 
Laws of the Republic. 


ÅRTICLES oF AGREEMENT, made and entered, into this 31st 
day of May, 1839, between David G. Burnet, Acting Nec- 
retary of State of the Republic of Texas, of the one part, 
and Stephen P. Andrews, of the other part—witnesseth: 


That the said Andrews, under and by virtue of an act of 
the Congress of the said Republic, approved January 23d, 
1839, entitled an act to translate the laws of the Republic into 
the Castilian language, and P WR the same, has con- 
tracted with the said David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of 
State, to translate from the English into the Castilian lan- 
guage, all such general and penal statutes as have been en- 
acted by the Congress of said Republic, a hst of which has 
been furnished by the said. Burnet, and a copy of the same 
signed by both of said parties hereunto attached,and to have the 
same ready for the press on or before the first day of January 
next, and to superintend the printing of the same, in reading 
and correcting proofs, &c. 

And the said Acting Secretary of State agrees for, and on 
behalf of said Repnblic, to pay to said Andrews, two dollars 
and fifty cents for each and every page of said laws, after they 
shall have been translated and printed, in the notes of specie- 
paying banks in the city of New-Orleans, or in the promissory 
notes of the Republic of Texas, at a rate which shall be equi- 
valent in value to said notes of the New-Orleans banks, at the 
time the payment is made, as a full compensation for said work 
of translation and superintending the printing of the same,— 
each of said pages to be of the size and contain as much mat- 
ter as is contained in an average page of the first volume of 
the laws of said Republic, as printed at the Telegraph Office 
in the city of Houston. 

And in order to aid and facilitate the said Andrews in the 
said work, the said Acting Secretary of State agrees to ad- 
vance to him at this time, in part payment of the aforesaid 
stipulated price for doing said work, the sum of five hundred 
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dollars, upon his entering into bonds, with approved security, 
for the faithful performance of the same, as herein specified ; 
he, the said Andrews, agreeing to take and receive the one 
thousand dollars in the promissory notes of the Republic of 
Texas, as equivalent to the aforesaid sum of five hundred dol- 
lars in the notes of specie-paying banks of New-Orleans; but 
it is understood that the residue of the money to which the 
said Andrews will be entitled for the performance of said 
work, is not to be paid until the same is done and completed, 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of State. 

In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their 
hands and private seals, at the State Department, in the City 
of Houston, the day and year above written. 

( Signed ) .DAVID G. BURNET, 

: ; Acting Secretary of State. 
S. P. ANDREWS. 
In presence of Benjamin C. l ` 
Franklin, James Webb. | 


It is understood by the within parties that the said S. P. 
Andrews is to furnish a copy to the Printer, selected by the 
Secretary of State, on or before the first day of September 
next, and to keep him thereafter supplied with copy until said 
work is completed ; provided, that said Secretary shall, by or 
before that time, have contracted for the printing of said laws, 
and shall have notified said Andrews of such contract. 

Given under our hands and seals the day and year above 
written. ' 

(Signed) DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
S. P. ANDREWS. 
Attest, Benjamin C. Franklin, ? 
James Webb. $ 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Houston, June Ist, 1839. 


Received of David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State, a 
draft on the Treasury Department, for one thousand dollars, 
in the promissory notes of the Republic of Texas, which i 
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take and receive as equivalent in value to five hundred dol. 
lars of the notes of specie-paying banks in New-Orleans, in 
part payment of the price stipulated for translating the laws 
of the Republic into the Castilian, as per within agree. 
ment. : 

[ Signed ] S. P. ANDREWS. 

Know all men by these presents, that we, Stephen P. An- 
drews and Levi Jones, are held and firmly bound unto David 
G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas, 
and his successors in office, in the penal sum of three thou- 
sand dollars, good and lawful money of said Republic, to the 
payment whereof well and truly to be made,we bind ourselves, 
jointly and severally, and our joint and several heirs, execu- 
tors, or administrators, jointly, by these presents, signed with 
our hands and sealed with our seals, this 31st day of May, 
1839. 

'The condition of the above obligation is such: that, if the 
above bound Stephen P. Andrews, shall well and truly per. 
form all and singular his undertakings with the' said David 
G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of Stete, in relation to the trans- 
lation of the Laws of said Republic into the Castilian lan- 
guage, and superintending the printing of the same, as is spe- 
cified in the articles of agreement hereunto annexed, bearing 
even date with these presents, entered into by the said An- 
drews and the said Acting Secretary of State, and shall have 
said translations ready for the press at the time specified in said 
agreement, then this obligation to be void and of no effect, 
otherwise, to remain in full force and virtue. 

[Signed] S. P. ANDREWS. 
LEVI JONES. 
Signed, sealed and acknowledged, 
in presence of witnesses, Wm. 
Pettus, Nathaniel Amory. 


The foregoing are true copies from the originals. 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Chief Clerk. 
Department of State, Austin, Dec. Tih, 1840. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


J. W. Cruger’s Proposal to, Print Spanish Translation. 


STATE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, December 18th, 1839. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, J. W. Cruger, do 
agree to print the translation into Spanish of such Laws of the 
Republic of Texas as may be required, in small pica type, 
properly accented, and executed in a style equal to the Spa- 
nish laws of Coahuila and 'T'exas, as published by me, the same 
size pages, at one hundred and thirtéen dollars for two thou- 
sand copies of each and every form of eight pages, in specie, 
orits equivalent. 'The work to commence so soon as the 
matter shall be furnished by the Translator, and a reasonable 
number of hands shall be kept employed on the work, and all 
diligence used for its prompt execution; the paper to be fur- 


nished by me, and the work to be folded, cut, and substantially. : 


sewed, for twenty-five cents per one hundred pages for each 
copy, deducting from the above recited priees one-and-a-half 
per cent. 

Witness my hand and seal, this 18th day of December, 1839. 


[Signed] J. W. CRUGER, [r. s.] 
Witness—Joseph Waples, ? 
H. H, Collier. ( 
DOCUMENT C. 


J. W. Crugers Letter—Tth December, 1840. 


AvsTiN, December 7th, 1840. 
To the Hon. Secretary of State: ; 

Str:—In answer to your note of this date, relative to the 
printing of the laws of the Republic in the Castilian language, 
i will remark that about two hundred pages of said work have 
seen completed, in accordance with my contract, dated 18th 
December, 1839. The cause why said work has not previ- 
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ously been completed, is owing to the fact that the Translator 
has been unable to furnish the copy, and my printers have 
often been compelled to remain idle several successive days for 
want of the copy. 

The amount of promissory notes I have received for said 
work, will be found in your Department. I am unable to 
furnish the exact amount, as my accounts relating to this 
subject, are at Houston. You will recollect that the con- 
tract was one-and-a-half per cent. less than the bid of Major 
Whiting, in par funds, or its equivalent. The amount still 
due, is about two thousand dollars, par funds ;—the amount 
requisite for its completion, I shall be unable to ascertain, 
until the Translator shall furnish the remaining copy. Ithink, 
however, it will not exceed one thousand dollars, par funds. 
This amount is to include folding, stitching, and all other 
expenses. In conclusion, I will remark, that if the work 
shall not exceed three hundred pages, and the copy should 
be furnished in season, it may be completed in three weeks. 

Respectfully, &c., 
~ [Signed] J. W. CRUGER. 


DOCUMENT D. 
Certificate relative to Translation of Laws. 


[ TRANSLATION. | - 


I certify, that having perused the translation of the first and 
second Declaration, the Plan and Constitution of Texas, I 
have observed that said translation is considerably defective; 
so much so, that it is difficult to comprehend the true mean- 
ing of some of the articles comprised therein. It is therefore, 
in my opinion, a matter of the first necessity that the requisite 
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corrections should be made before those very important Docu- 
ments are made public. 
Bexar, September 28th, 1840. 
[Signed] FRANCISCO VIDAURRI, 
: y Villa Señor. 


À correct translation of the original Document herewith 
annexed, : 
[Signed THOMAS G. WESTERN. 
Austin, October 27th, 1840. 


The foregoing is a correct copy of the original translation 

on file in this Department. 

JOSEPH WAPLES, 

Chief Clerk. 
Department of State,  ) 


y 


December 7th, 1840. 4 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


^ 

Read Jan. 13th, 1841: a portion of accompanying docu- 
ments referred to Committee on Printing—part to Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
January, 12th, 1841. 

SIR :—In accordance with the resolution of the Honorable 
House of Representatives, of the 11th inst., requesting the Se- 
eretary of State to-furnish that House with the copy of the 
contract with Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell for printing the 
Laws and Journals of the Fourth Congress, together with a 
copy of their bond, etc.— 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to that honorable 
body, the copies therein requested. The Document marked 
A, is a copy of their proposition to Congress, their contract 
with the Secretary of State, and their bonds. Exhibit B, an 
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estimate of what it will cost to print the Relief Laws of the 
Fourth Congress. I would respectfully suggest to the Hon. 
House of Representatives, that 1 do not deem it necessary to 
have more than 500 copies of these laws printed, for in almost 
eyery instance where an act has been passed for individual 
relief, a copy has been furnished to the person for whose bene- 
fit such act was passed, by this Department. Exhibit C, is a 
statement of the account of Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell, for 
printing the Ge: «al Laws of the Fourth Congress, showing 
Uo. gea 217, due to them on said work, accompanied by 
j i 4 9 Attorney-General. Exhibit D,1s an esti- 
vue efczt. ill cost to print the Journals of the Senate 
iinet. « ct cepresentatives of the Fourth Congress, in ac- 
c cU. s web ae contract to print the Laws and Journals 
Qi a Wit, Cre ugress. 
Vie reason why the Relief Laws were not printed previous 
v Pe raectine of the present Congress is, that the appropria- 
en wes cti ted; eonsequently,the Secretary of State would 
nive bee i a's.le to have complied, on his part, with the con- 
vs Vi cud the printers being informed of this fact, therefore, 
€ t ch pic, mss with the work. I am informed by Mr. Cru- 
?2,.05n'5 *: sON as an appropriation is made, he will imme- 
sasi, pec od to their publication; copies of all which are 
pe * p nios IsSession in Houston. 
1 cave the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
‘Yau. « n Davrp S. KAUFMAN, 
‘speaker of the House of Representatives. 


DOCUMENT A. 


To the Honorable the President of the Senate of the 
Republic of Texas. 
The undersigned hereby declare that they will agree to 
print the Laws and Journals of the present Congress, for thirty 
per cent. less than the sum allowed to Mr. S. Whiting for 
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printing the Laws and Journals of the last Congress. They, 
also, will agree to print the said Laws and Journals in a good 
workman-like manner, and within as short a period of time after 
the adjournment of this Congress, as the Laws and Journals of 
the last Congress were printed by Mr. Whiting. They will also 
give bond with good and approved security in the sum of ten 
or twenty thousand dollars, if required, that they will have a 
printing office in this city and a portion the of Laws published 
previous to the adjournment of Congress. 

‘They would respectfully state, that they have now a com- 
plete printing establishment in readiness to be brought to this 
city, and have been prevented from bringing it at an earlier 
day, on account of the state of the roads. It will probably 
arrive in a few days. 

. They would further remark, that the reason why they can 
afford to do the public printing cheaper than Mr. Whitingyis, 
that they have a large Machine Power-Press, which diminishes, 
in a great degree, the expense of the press-work,—all of which 
they respectfully submit for the consideration of Congres. 

[Signed] BONNELL & CRUGER, 

| Per G. W. Bowne. 


REPUBLIC or TEXAS, 
County of Bastrop. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, Cruger & Bonnell, 
citizens of the Republic aforesaid, are held and firmly bound 
unto Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic of Texas, 
and his successors in office, in the sum often thousand dollars, 
good and lawful money of said Republic, for the payment of 
which well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, 
executors and administrators, firmly by these presents, sealed 
with our seals and dated this twelfth day of December, A. D. 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
said Cruger & Bonnell shall, according to the terms of an 
agreement made with the Secretary of State this day, have a 
printing-office in this city and a portion of the Laws, referred 
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to in said contract, published before the adjournment of Con- 
gress, then this obligation to be null and void, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue. 
[Signed] CRUGER & BONNELL. 
Per J. W. CRUGER. 


Repusuic or Texas, ? 
County of Travis. | § 


This Indenture, made and entered into at the city of Austin 
this eleventh day ‘of February, 1840, between J. W. Cruger 
and G. W. Bonnell, on the one part, under the firm and style 
of Cruger & Bonnell, Public Printers, elécted by Congress on 
the sixth December, 1839, to perform certain printing on terms 
hereinafter specified, and Abner S. Lipscomb, Secretary of 
State of said Republic, of the other part, witnesseth : 

That the parties of the first part hereby agree and contract 
to print the Laws and Journals of the Fourth Congress of the 
Republic aforesaid, for a price thirty per cent. less than the 
sum allowed to Mr. Samuel Whiting for printing the Laws 
and Journals of the Third Congress, of the same sized pages 


'and type, in a good and workman-like manner; the work to 


be folded, cut and substantially stitched for twenty cents per 
one hundred pages for each copy, and the same to be furnish- 
ed to the Department of State in as short a time after the ad- 
journment of the Fourth Congress as the same kind of work 
was completed and furnished after the adjournment of the 
Third Congress. 

And the "Secretary of State, the party of the second part, 
agrees to pay the said Cruger & Bonnell (in the Promissory 
Notes of the Republic) for the work, or any part thereof, when 
completed, on the terms herein above set forth. 

Given under our hands and seals the day and date above 
written in duplicate. 

[Signed] J. W. CRUGER & G. W. BONNELL. [r. s.] 

By Gero. W. Bonne. 

[Signed] ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. [1. s.] 

dics Joseph Waples, Wm. Sevey. 


Rerusuic oF Texas, 
County of 'T'ravis. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, J. W. Cruger 
and G. W. Bonnell, citizens of the Republic aforesaid, are 
held and firmly bound unto Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of 
the Republic of Texas, and his successors in office, in the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, good and lawful money of said 
Republic, for the payment of which, well and truly to be made, 
we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administrators, 
‘firmly by these presents, sealed with our seals, and dated this 
eleventh day.of February, A. D. 1840. 

The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
said J. W. Cruger and G. W. Bonnell, Printers under the firm 
and style of Cruger & Bonnell, shall according to the terms 
of an agreement made and entered into with the Secretary of 
State, this day, print and deliver to the Department of State 
the Laws and Journals referred to, and at the same time stated 
in said contract ; then this obligation to be null and void, 
o:herwise, to remain in full force and virtue. 

Ás witness our hands and seals the day and date above 
written. ' . * 

[Signed] ; J. W. CRUGER. [L. s.] 

GEO. W. BONNELL. fz. s.] 

JAMES H. STARR.  [r. s.] 
Approved,— 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Estimate of what it will cost to print the 
Relief Laws of the Fourth Congress. It will 


make a book of about 9 forms (7 2 pages.)— 
9 forms at $25 per form, par funds, saa 
copies, will amount to - $225,00 
* Deduct 30 per cent, as per contract, - 67,50 
: 157,50 
Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, 6 
$945,00 
For folding ind somni; at 7 cents per 
vol., - - $ 140,00 
Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, 6—840,00 
Total, $1785,00 
500 copies will amount to, in promissory 
, notes, - - - : - $446,25 


DOCUMENT C. 


Repusuic or Texas, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


To Cruger & Bonnell, Dr. 
1840. 
Sept 17, For Printing 37 octavo forms 
of Laws of 4th Congress, at 
$25, par funds, per form, 
-—2,000 copies, - - - - $925 a 
For folding and stitching the 
same, at 10 cents per 100 
pages, in par funds, - -. 580 00 
_ ~ $1,505 00 
Credit. 
Sept. 17. By Treasury Notes received 
on account of the same, 
$2,495, equal to - - - 499 00 
By 30 per cent. discount, on 


$1,505 00, - - - - - 45150 
———— 950 50 
Balance in par funds, - - - -.- - 55450 
Equal to, in the Promissory Notes, - - $3,327 00 


This balance, $3, 327 00, is the amount now due Messrs. 
Üruger & Bonnell, on account of the foregoing work, ac- 
cording to the construction of the contract by the Attorney- 
General. 

It will appear; as per wording of the contract, 
lhat the whole cost of printing the Laws, as above, 
including folding, SECOURS &c., ae deducting 


30 per cent., ls - -> ^ - - - - $3,491 00 
Deduct amount paid, = - - - =- - - - - 2,495 00 
Which will show this balance, - - - - - - $996 00 
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Cruger and Bonnell rendered a bill for printing of the laws 
of last Congress at the 2d Auditor’s office for auditing. ‘The 
bill was dpproved by the Secretary of State, but after exam. 
nation at my office, 1 found, by the contract made with Cru. 
ger & Bonnell, (to do the work 30 per cent. less than it was 
done by Major Whiting, for printing of laws of preceding 
Congress,) that it was much higher than Whiting's. rejected 
it; and the Secretary of State, being also satisfied of its incor 
rectness, withdrew his approval. ‘The amount of money they 
have drawn on account of printing said Laws, is, twenty-four 
hundred and ninety-five dollars. 

MUSGROVE EVANS, 
2d Auditor. 
Austin, January 10th, 1841. 


— 


I have examined the propositions made by Messrs. Cruger 
& Bonnell respecting the printing for the F'ourth Congress, 
and have also seen the contract entered into by them with the 
Secretary of State, founded upon those propositions, and am 
of the opinion that the proper mode of estimating the price to 
be paid for work done under that contract is, to ascertam 
what Major Whiting actually received in money for simulat 

' work, and deduct 30 per cent. therefrom. It is not the nom 
nal amount paid Mr. Whiting in the promissory notes of the 
Government which should be taken as the criterion for the 
amount to be paid in the same notes to Messrs. Cruger and 
Bonnell, because such is not the contract. 30 per cent. less 
than the price actually paid Mr. Whiting is what - Messrs. C. 
& B. agree to take, and the question is, what did Mr. W. ac 
tually receive ?—not what kind of funds it was paid ın. I 

"Mr, W. were paid in the promissory notes of the Government 
then the actual cash value of these notes at the time the pay 
ment was made, is the sum paid him, and 30 per cent. les 
than that sum is what Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell are et 
titled to. 

A fair construction of the words in the contract, to be paid 

“in the promissory notes of the Republic,” would not lead! 
the conclusion that those notes are fo be received at any highe 
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tate than their true value at the timethe payment is made, 
otherwise the evident intention of the parties to the contract 
might be defeated, as the notes, when the payment is made, 
may be so depreciated as to be nearly worthless; afid, in that 
event, the Public Printers would receive nothing for their ma- 
terials and labor. Indeed, take the whole contract together, 
and its terms evidently imply that the sum actually paid Mr. 
W., less 30 per cent., should be paid Messrs. C. and B.; and 
although they are bound to receive the promissory notes in 
payment, yet they are only bound.to receive them at their 
true value. i 


[Signed] JAMES WEBB, 
Attorney General. 


DOCUMENT D. 


x 2 " 
Supposed Estimate of what it will cost to print the Jour- 
nals of the two Houses of last Congress :— 


4 


As nearly as can be estimated, the Journals 
of the House of Representatives will make a 
book of about 500 pages, which will cost, in- , 
cluding folding, stitching, &c., $2 50 each 
book, par funds, ->  - - - roi $1,250 00 
Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, i 6 


$7,500 00 


The Journals of the Senate, will contain ; 
about 380 or 400 pages—say 400 pages— 
Amount carried forward. 
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Amount brought forward, $7,500 00 
which will cost $2 00 each volume, par 
funds, -, - - - - $1,000 


' Equal to, in promissory notes, 6 for one, §6—-6,000 00 


$13,500 00 
The foregoing estimate is for 500 copies each, of the Jonr- 
nals of thé House of Representatives and the Senate. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE v» 


SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY: 
OCTOBER, 1840. 


- - - — — ow — - 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Oct. 15th, 1840. 


To His Excellency, Mirabeau B. Lamar : 

Sir :—In making the Annual Report of this Department, 
the operation of the law of the last Congress, “ defining the 
duties of the Officers of the Treasury Department” necessarily 
renders it at this time incomplete, as but seven months have 
elapsed since that Jaw went into effect. This defect is occasion- 
ed principally by the alteration of the time at which several 
yf the Bureaux have hitherto been required to make their An- 
nual Reports. But however inconvenient it may be at first, 
the beneficial effects of the system laid down by the above- 
mentioned law, are sensibly felt, and will be more apparent 
when better understood. Where the method of transacting 
business has been altered from the former plan, system and’ 
regularity have, in many instances, taken the place of disorder 
and confusion ; and it is believed that the improvement will 
be evident from the accurate and detailed: information which 
this department will; in due time, be enabled to give ón sub- 
Jeets coming under its supervision. 
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I will first call your attention to the sales, receipts and ex- 
penditures, &c., of the lots in the city of Austin and the tract 


adjoining. 
Whole number of lots 1n the city of Austin, 1680 
Of these have been sold, - - - 590 
From which deduct number sold and sub- 
sequently forfeited, - - - 161 
Leaves sold and not forfeited, - 429 
'To which add number of lots reserved for 
public purposes, - - - 187 
To which add number donated by Congress 
to sundry individuals, - - - 13—— -629 
Which deducted from the whole number — 
leaves vacant and unsold, . - - 1051 
Whole number of out-lots, - - 319 
-Of these there have been sold, - - 285 
From which deduct number sold and sub- 
sequently forfeited, - - - 36 
Leaves sold and not forfeited, - 249 
Which deducted from the whole number —- 
leaves vacant and unsold, - - 70 
1839. August sale, - - - - $182,585 00 
«November sale, - š - - + ) 81,630 00 
1840. January  “ - - SEL 30, 093 31 
« February ^" - - Tc 67, 855 00 
" — July di - - - - 47,994 00 


etme ce ea CTE 


Gross amount sales, JD $410,087 31 
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INSTALMENTS due to 30th September, 1840. 


1839, August sale, 3 instalments, - $136,938 75 
" — November“ 2 do. - - - 40,515 00 
1840. January “ 2 do. - - 15,046 66 
" February * 2 do. - - - 33,927 50 
* — July « 1 do. - - - 11,981 00 
$238,708,91 


From which deduct amount of payments 
forfeited, Auctioneer’s commissions, expenses 
of surveying and advertising, instalments re- 
funded on lots donated by Congress, &c. &oc., $82,047 32 


E 
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Leaves nett proceeds, - - - $156,661 59 

A more detailed statement of this account will be presented 
in the Commissioner of Revenue's Report. 

In consequence of the inaccuracy of the original surveys of 
the out-tract and the league of land next below on the river, 
the southern boundary of the public tract is in dispute, and it 
can only be settled by the action of Congress. 

The law of last Congress “defining the duties of the Officers 
of the Treasury Department" does not require an Annual 
Report from the 'T'reasurer's Bureau, but merely copies of his 
Quarterly Reports, which are to be laid before the Senate and 
House of Representatives annually, on the first day of Novem- 
ber. Consequently, it is not in the power of this Department 
to repcrt at this time the sums that have been disbursed by 
the Treasurer during the past year. The above-mentioned 
copies, when presented, will furnish the subject of a separate 
report. ` : 

In order, however, to give some idea of the expenses of the 
past year, I subjoin a condensed statement of the Warrants 
and Certificates drawn on the 'T'reasury by the Comptroller, 
countersigned by the First and Second Auditors and Stock 
Commissioner, viz : 
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"Warrants countersigned by the 
First Auditor from October Ist, 
1839, to September 30th, 1840, $1,321,493 50 
Certificates, do. do. do. 7,008 41 
— ———— $1,328,501 91 


Warrants countersigned by the 
Second Auditor : 
Civil, - - - - $213,768 42 , 


Naval, - - - . 243,607 48 
Contingent, - - - 862,173 53 
Interest on promissory notes, 54,572 25 i 


— e. 


Certificates, — - - - 14,389 23 
. $888,510 93 


Warrants countersigned by the Stock Com- 


missioner for interest on old funded debt, - $41,091 78. 
Total Warrants and Certificates, $2,255,104 62 


The “ Certificates” included in the foregoing, wete issued 
in accordance with the 12th section of the law above referred 
to. They are not redeemable at the. Treasury, but receivable 
in payment of Government dues. 

‘The amount of Appropriations made by Con- 


gress for the present year is, - . - $1,986,682 11 
Amount drawn on same since January 1st, 
1840, - .- 2 = - - - - 1,086,709 24 
Leaves undrawn, - ~ - $899,072 87 


Of the appropriations of last year there has been drawn 
during the present $583,287 19. And there is remaining un- 
drawn of the same appropriations $223,940 58. 

The law above-mentioned also requires the First and Se- 
cond Auditors to report their accounts with Disbursing Officers 
on the first Monday in December the same time, also, is fixed 
for the Commissioner of Revenue to render his Annual Re- 
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port. These Reports will, therefore, necessarily form the 
subject of a separate communication from this Department. 

The period for rendering these Reports was so fixed, in 
order that time might be allowed these Bureaux to receive the 
returns from Accounting Officers and Collectors of Revenue 
tothe end of the fiscal year, and thus enable them to make 
their Reports more complete. 

The Report of the Commissioner of Revenue, which will 
be very voluminous, is in a forward state, and will give a 
more circumstantial and correct statement of the imports and 
exports and revenue from the different sources, than has ever 
before been shown. 

The amount of the Funded Debt as reported by the Stock 
Commissioner is as follows : 

Audited drafts funded up to the Ist _ 
of January, 1840, at which time the 
books of the old fund were closed by 
law, - ~ oe - $757,151 68 

Land Scrip funded to same date 
182,806 acres, for which certificates of 
stock have been issued as per law of . - 

May 18th, 1838, for, - - 66,400 00 

Certificates of stock issued by order 
of Congress to Samuel Swartwout 
and others, - - - - 13,948 32 


—— 


$837,500 00 
Promissory notes funded under act 


of February 5th, 1840, in the ten per 
cent. fund- previous to Ist July, 1840, $741,369 00 

Audited drafts, do. do. do. to 30th ” 
September, 1840, - - - 38,200 00 


d 


$779,569:00 | 
Total Funded Debt up to 30th ` —— 
September, 1840, - - - $1,617,069 00 


'To the total of the new fund is to be added the amount of 
Interest due on the promissory notes of the old issue, which 
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have been funded, but have not yet passed the Auditor's Office, 
It will not materially increase the above amount. 
The amount of interest on the new fund, payable during 
the succeeding year in gold or silver, is as follows—to wit: 
Amount of interest on promissory notes, ten 


per cent. fund, due 15th December, 1840, $37,068 45 
Amount do., on audited draíts, ten per cent. : 
fund, due Ist March, 1841, — .- - - - 1,910 00 

Amount do. on promissory notes, ten per i 
cent. fund, due 15th June, 1841, TE. 37,068 45 
Amount do. on audıted drafts, ten per cent. 
fund, due 1st September, 1841, - - 1,910 00 
Total, - - =- - $77,956 90 


The amount of eight per cent. bonds, issued in accordance 
with an act of Congress, approved February 5th, 1840, * Ore- 
ating funds for the support of Government for the year 1840," 
is $100,000 00, the interest onwhich payable in gold or silver, 
in equal instalments, on the Ist day of July, 1541, and the ist 
day of January, 1842, will be $8,000 00. i; 

By the words of the law, the interest on these bonds accrues 
from 1st day of January, 1841. The probability is, that the 
amount of this fund, $1,500,000,00, will not be all issued 
before the expiration of at least one year. ‘The consequence 
will be that the Government will have to pay interest on them 
from the 1st day of January, 1841, to such time as they are 
issued, whether that period be long or short. For instance, 
if a certain sum in these bonds should be paid out of the 
"Treasury on the last day of December, 1841, the holder can 
on the next day demand one, years interest on them, when 
in fact the Government has had the use of them but one day. 
Some legislative action seems absolutely necessary to remedy 
this evil. Several methods of rectifying it have suggested 
themselves, but none, without some objections ; and from the 
, evident failure of these bonds to effect the object intended, the 
expediency of a further issue of them is seriously to be doubt- 
ed. 

By the seventh, eighth and ninth sections of the law of last 
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Congress, “ to raise a public revenue by direct taxation,” the 
Assessors of the several counties are dependent on the County 
Courts for their lists of taxable land. The registers of the 
old. titled tands are furnished by the County Recorders, so far 
as they have been recorded, and those of the new surveys by 
the County Surveyors,from which registers, and the inventories 
received from individuals, the Assessor makes his list of taxable 
land. Butin many instances the titles to large tracts of valua- 
ble land have neither been recorded, nor has it been given in 
by the individuals owning it; consequently the Assessor has 
had no authority for including it in his list, and the Govern- 
ment has been deprived of the revenue justly due from it. The 
action of Congress will be necessary to prevent a continuance 
of this evil. = ^ > 

By a Joint Resolution, approved January 5th, 1840, the 
Secretary of the 'Freasury was required to demand of A. Hus- 
ton, late Quarter-Master-General, a settlement of his accounts. 
This settlement was accordingly demanded and refused ; and 
asut could not be instituted, as the Resolution required, on 
account of the abstraction of the vouchers belonging to said 
accounts. ; 

In accordance with the act “to authorize the erection of 
Government Buildings” approved January 28th, 1840, plans 
aud specifications for a fire-proof building were made out and 
publishéd ; but in consequence of the inadequate appropria- 
lion, no proposals were received for the erection of a building 
siitable for the purposes intended. 

I have thus given a short statement of the affairs of this 
Department from the data now before me. "Phe Treasurers 
port of receipts and disbursements, and other information 
relative thereto, will be furnished in time to'lay before Con- 
gess at their meeting, which, together with that of the Com- 
missioner of Revenue, will complete the regular report of this 
Department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SEVEY, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


l oe s 


- — —— Lgs 
ee o ova a 2 27 c 


wm ern meret 
Tr 


ape v 
Mie 


ref 


Z ms n ed Fi asses cena anaemia 
e 


UTR 


NU AAA A LL BB S om o ir RE e M ERR = 


— 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


ScATEMENT of the Financial Accounts of the Treasury 
Depariment. 


The Disbursements of the year ending 
September 30th, 1840, including in- 
terest paid on Funded Debt, as also 
the interest in the redemption of old 
Treasury Notes, bearing interest, are $2,174,802 74 


Of this sum, one million nine hundred and thirty-two thou. 
sand and twenty dollars and ninety-six cents, was in the pro- 
missory notes of the Government; and two hundred and forty 
two thousand seven hundred and eighty-one dollars and seven- 
ty-eight cents in funds received from Messrs. Jas. Hamilton 
i and A. T. Burnley, Commissioners PANES to negotiate 4 
| Loan of Five Million of Dollars. 


E Te Y 


The Revenue collected and paid into the Treasury, up to 
September, 1840, amounts to the following, viz :— 


- From customs, - - $427,013 28 
Land dues, taxes and licenses, 292,929 31 
Galveston and Austin Lots, 182,839. 42 
Dues on Patents, - - - 180 00 ` 
Fines and Forfeitures, - - 90 00--$903,052 0! 
"To this should be added the fol- 

lowing, viz :—Amount in the 

hands ef Collectors of Cus- 

toms, as per returns, up ío 

30th June, 1840, including 

balance due from 1839, $188,853 13 
Do. in hands of Receivers of 

Land dues, and due on assess- 


Amount carried over, $188,853 13 
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Annt bro’t forward, $188,853 13 
ment of Direct Taxes, as per 
their returns, ~ - 284,330 53 
Probable amount received by 
Collectors of Customs, for 
Quarter ending September 
3Uth, 1840, - - 30,000 00 
Do. in the hands of Receivers of 
Land Dues, and Collectors of 
Direct Taxes, in counties from 
which no Returns have been 
received, - t- = 80,000 00— $583,183 66 


E 
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The total :Revenue collected, 
from the organization of the 
Government, up to Séptember . 
30th, 1840, is - - - $1,486,235 67 


— MM ———n. 


OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The present Liabilities of the Government, of which there 
isany evidence in this Department, may be comprised under 
the following heads, viz :— 


FIRST-—PROMISSORY NOTES. 


The amount deposited with the 
Treasurer, up to AOp oper 


30th, 1839, — - d $2,734,149 00 


Amount received previous to Sep- 
tember 30th, 1839, by the Trea- 
surer, after having been receiv- 


ed in revenue, - - 59,244 59 
Amount reissued up to A ii 
30th, 1840, - . 272,198 25 


Amount deposited with the Trea- 
surer, from October 1st, 1839, 
to September 30th, 1840, - 1,832,020 00 


Amount carried over, $4,897,611 84 
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Anrnt bro't forward, $4,897,611 84 


SECOND—CHANGE NOTES. 


Amount deposited with the 'T'rea- 
surer, up to 30th September, . 
1840, - - - - -$26,600 00 


THIRD—GOVERNMENT EIGHT PER CENT. BONDS. 


Amount deposited with the Trea- 
surer, up to 30th September, 
1840, - - - 100,000 00 


$5,024,211 84 
l From which is to be deducted 
the amount in Treasury unex- 
pended, - - $19,414,00 
; . Amount redeemed in collection 
- of the Revenue, and paid into 
| the Treasury, to 30th Septem- 
i ber, 1840, - - - 236,665 42 
Amount of old bills redeemed u 
to September 30th, 1840, 738,801 00 
Amount funded under Act of 
5th February, 1840, in the 10 
per cent. fund previous to the 
1st July, 1840, - a 741,369 00—-1,736,249 42 


cca ae 


$3,287,962 42 


From this, however, must be made 
the following deductions :— 
ist.—The amounts in the hands 
of Collectors of Customs, and 
due on Bonds for Duties, to 
June 30th, 1840, , - - $188,853 13 
2d.—Probable amount collected 
for Quarter ending 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840, - - 30,000 00 
3d.—Amount in hands of Receiv- 


— | 


Amount carried over, $218,853 13 


50 


or 


Am'nt bro't forward, $218,853 13 
ers of Land Dues, and Collec- 
tors of Revenue from Licenses 
as per Returns, - 16,033 17 
Ath.—In the hands of Collectors of i 
Direct Taxes, and balance due 
on assessments, (268,297 36) 
estimated to be in Promis- 
sory Notes, 3 : 153,087 50—387,973 80 


i 


Showing the probable amount in 
circulation, 30th Sept., 1540, : $2,899,988 62 
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AUDITED DRAFTS AND INTEREST. 
Drafts executed by Ist Auditor, to aaa 1839, $2,264,904 22 


Do. . ti 1840, 1,328, 501 91 
Do. « əd f». 30th u 1839, 1, 211 (12 75 
Do. « olo. . oH 30th *« 1840, 833,038 68 
Interest on Promissory Notes, 30th “ 1839, 41,172 60 
Do. e e « 30th * 1840, 57,266 65 
Do. « Funded Debt, 30th “ 1839, 78,233 00 


Warrants drawn by Stock Com'r, 30th * 1840, 41,091 78 
: $5,856,821 59 


Of this. debt, there was paid by 

the ‘Treasurer, previous to 

September 30th, 1839, $2,376,577 97 
Do. during the year ending Sep- 

tember 30th, 1840, 2,174,802 74 
Invested in the 10 per cent. 

Stock Fund to same date, 795,351 65 
Amount paid into Treasury in col- ° 

lection of Direct Taxes, Land 

dues, and Licenses, 219,767 53 


Amount carried over, $5,566,499 92-$5,856,821 59 
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Amint bro't forward, $5,566,499 72-$5,856,821 59 
In the hands of collectors of di- . 
rect taxes, and balance due 
on assessments ($268,297 36,) 
estimated to be, in Audited 
Drafts, - - - 115,209 86 
Probable amount received in 
payment of taxes in ten coun- 
ties, from which no reti mns 
have been received, - 60,000 00 
Amount paìd into the Treasury 
in collection of Austin City 
Lots, - - - - 101,879 66 
Amount paid into the Treasury 
in collection of Revenue from 
Customs,  - - - 13,232 15-$5,856,821 59 


. 0 
FUNDED DEBT. 


Audited Drafts funded to 30th 

September, 1840, - 795,351 68 
Promissory Notes funded in the 

10 per cent. fund, previous to 

ist July, 1840, as per Act of 

Congress, 5th February, 1840, 741,369 00 
Land Scrip funded to 30th Sep- 

tember, 1840, - - 66,400 00 
Stock Certificates issued by Act 

of Congress to Samuel Swart- 

out and others, - 13,948 32— $1,617,069 00 
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FIVE MILLION LOAN. 


Amount received from Messrs. ' | " 
James Hamilton and A. T. | * 5 
_ Burnley, Commissioners ap- ^ 
pointed to negotiate a Loan - : 
of Five Millions of Doliars, = ip 
up to September 30th, 1840,8305,261 U0—$305,261 00  : IS 
RECAPLTULATION. °° 
Balance Promissory Notes, Go- > S. 5 ; 


vernment 8 per cent. Bonds, - 3 
and Change Notes, unre- 


deemed, à " - ' $2,699,088 62 
' Funded Debt, - =- 2- i 1,617,069 00 - 
Five Milhon Loan, - - : 805,261 00 


i $4,822,318 62 


WM. SEVEY, - - «00x |j 

Acting Secretary of the Treasury. | 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, =p 
Austin, October 15th, 1840. i 
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: Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditor’s Office, 
Austin, October 1st; 1840. 
(to Ww. Sgvgvy, Esq., T ooa 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury y: 


Srn:—In accordance with an Act of Congress, “Defining 
‘the duties of the Officers of the Treasury Department,’ ? ap- 
proved 5th February, 1840, I have the honor to report to you 
the amount of Warrants drawn on the several appropriations, 
E * 
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g as well as the amount of Audited Certificates issued from this 
i Office, from the 1st of October, 1839, to the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1840, inclusive. . : 

From the several appropriations for the Army for the above 
period, there has been drawn by the several Disbursing 
Bureaus of the War Department, Warrants amounting to 
one million two Hundred and twenty-four thousand six hun- 
dred and seventy-two’ dollars three cents, (1,224,672 03). 
For military services heretofore rendered, the sum of seventy- 
x seven thousand five hundred and one dollars fifty cents; six- 
! teen tħousand one hundred and twelve dollars seventy-two 
| cents of which has been drawn on the appropriation autho- 
rized by an Act of Congress of the 14th January, 1840, “ For 
the payment of persons for military services heretofore ren- 
dered.” The remaining sixty-one thousand three hundred 
' and eighty-eight dollars eighty-eight cents, was issued in, the 
shape of old military drafts, which, if transferred by the ori- 
ginal holder, could not be paid at the Treasury. For the 
; payment of special appropriations authorized by last Congress, 
there has been drawn the sum of three thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-one dollars ($3,931). For the removal of the 
| * Shawnee Indians, the sum of sixteen thousand and nine dol- 
lars and seventy-one cents, ($16,009 71). One thousand 
; | and nine dollars” seventy i» cents of which was paid out of 
P ape the Contingeht Executive Fund, the remainder out of the 
appropriation made by Congress for that purpose; and six 
thousand three hundred and eighty‘seven dollars sixty-seven 
cents Audited Certificates, not redeemable at the ‘T'reasu- 
ry, ($6,387 67);—making’ in all the sum of one million, 
three hundred and twenty-eight thousand five hundred and 

. one dollars and ninety-one cents. i 
How far the amount drawn by many of the. subordinate 
. + disbursing officers of the army will be accounted for, I am 
unable to say, as but few of them have made their returns to 
this office, although frequently solicited by me. The Quarter- 
_ Master-General, Commissary-General of Subsistence and Pur- 
- chases and the Adjutant and Pay-Master-General, have made 
their regular returns, and such credits as they were entitled 
to receive placed to their respective accounts. The returns 
of those officers, for the Quarter ending 30th September, 1840, 
< ; : | 
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are now undergoing the necessary investigation, and when 
completed, I will report upon the various accounts of Disburs- 
ing Officers, and how far they have accounted for the publie 
funds placed in their hands fot disbursement. Referring you 
to my Statistical Report herewith accompanying, for the par- 
ticular amounts drawn from the several appropriations, — 
] have the honor to be, 2 
Very respectfully, ; 
| i Your most obedient servant, 
i CHARLES MASON. 
(See Table.) : " 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
_ First Auditor’s Office, 
December 15th, 1840. 


Srr:—ln accordance with the 3d section of an act defining 
the duties of the officers of the 'Treasury Department, approved 


Annual Report, herewith accompanying, and, at the same 
time, beg leave to call your attention to the accounts of Col. 
E. Morehouse, late Adjutant-General, the amount of which 
was paid over by that officer to Capt. G. W: Morgan, who has. 
a credit on my books for the.amount, while there is no charge 
against him, owing to the receipts in favor of Col. E. Morehouse 
having been lost or mislaid, which receipts were at one time in 
my possession while L was attached to the War' Department; 
but, as my having a knowledge of ‘that matter, was not suf- 
cient to admit of a credit being placed to his account, I felt 
ound to report it. EN l 

I would also call your attention to the accounts of Major 
James Riley, as I have withheld any proceedings relating to 


Treasury Department; and, at the same time, refer you to 
| the accompanying communication from His, Excellency the 
President, and, the amount of $2,081 reported as a ba- 
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5th February, 1840, I have the honor to transmit you my. 


the balance due by him, in accordance with orders of the’ 


r 
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janes against Messrs: Thomas J. Rusk isi J. S. Mayfield, 
Commissioners for the removal of the Shawnees, as it appears 
to have been for scattered property included in the valuation 
by those appointed for that purpose, which, as stated to me by 
several persons, has never bee in their possession. It is cer- 
tain they were not the proper receiving officers. 

I am aware of the necessity, but find it impracticable, to 
report the amount expended on account of the appropriations. 
The pone of the subordinate disbursing officers nct yet 
havar been returned, consequently making it out of my 
powei Que for what pnfpose the amounts, ` placed in their 
‘hands have béen expended, or what balance may, be on hafd. 

During tho last summer the Hon. James 'H. ‘Starr, then 


Secretary of the Treasury, transferret. from. the Department 


proper, to.the office of the First, Auditor, the accounts of Thos. 
Toby, & Brot ners, and Messrs. Hall & Bryan, Agents of this 
G.vérument in the United State which have remained un- 
exouüned. Maay of those accounts are’ Naval and Civil 
Claims, and, as such, the E Auditor felt unauthorized to. 
settie that portion of üie:n. T therefore respectfuily recom- 
n.cud that they be referred to Congress for settiement, as many: 
oy tke vouchers are such as could not be passed, without w 
special enactment by that body authorising it. 

, Lam, very resvectiully, mo x 
Your obedient servant, - 

CHARLES MASON, 
First Auditor. 


^ 


lo Wan Savey, Esq, ^ > 


Acting Secretary of the d Ue. ^s y 
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Pay of First a of Wu 


IStaff of Army. Regiment a R: gimen! (y. 


$46,520. 
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$37,522 00 | $198,690 00 
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Ant Appropriations, 


$6,206 80 | $64,816 60 
831,315 20 [$133,873 40 | . 


$8,000 00 | $26,520 00 
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T5, 000 00 36,978 60 « 108,638 39 


No. 91. 
Forage. 


20,000 00 


""-————M ognarar Ó— | e Sener aaa 


7 S0 | $40,000 00 | $17,000 00 | $20,000 00 
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Million Appropriation ; Viitudiag Appice, No 114, for Military Services heretofore rendered, and Nr. 199, or the 
Protection of the Frontier, both authors yo be pavi ow! of the Million Appropriation by Acts of Congress o; Jars. Yài^ 1840, i 


App'nNo 199. App'nNo.114, 
or Military| For Military 
ft Cantingen services ren’d|services here- 
prior to 1840.| tofore ren’d. }& 1126 129. Res 


anuman uama aiaa ol) NTPC RU evel oy at ae D nite 


4,359 91 
20,837 00 


$803 80 | $25,196 21 
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[TABLE A.] 
Trente: and Warrants, issued by the First 1 ditor, from tha kat tales er, 1839, to 30th September, 1840 showing the (nci snis Balances of the several Approprition , P2 
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Stuart Perry, Henry W. |G. W. Hock- Martia Pow- 


Augustin, (ley, approved|ers, approve 
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0, ;o the same date. 


TA UPTO. 


dem ke ue pin Fens Departnvt. Miscellaneous. 
` P c 
No. 87. * 
S PEEL . 
Jonüngent | Contin gent No. 75, 
Executive | Removal of 


Recruiting Shawnees, 
service. Fund, 1899. 


$35,980 415,000 
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1,141 00 
1,009 71 | 13,859 00 


829 00 
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— ——— Pay Departmerit, including the amour Gian fre v a Milla" “Appropriation and No. 199, ZEE 


tions for General T. J. Rusk’s Command and others, 
Amount drawn by Subsistence Drpartment, including ^ 
—- Adjutant-General’s Department, - 


teeter easier Sci 


Cos Reet 


— —— by War Department, - 


= from Appropriation, No. 5, ‘for the Removal of he Shawnee. 
em No. 114, for Milio:y Services herctotor. 


FOR Tx rey em Re A Vp tar PRAE. 


-——— No. 116, for the : 
Teen MM No. 124, for the £ 

———— ——--—— No. 197, for the $ 
POE EE No. 144, for the F 
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‘Fetal 2meunt issued from the Ist of October, 1839, to th. F% 


D 5 
BA PRT EERE Q1 wy fo Mer 80. 


—— Quarter-Master’s Department, inchaling the ar onntdrae n trom Millan A preperation and Approptia: 


nnt diam from, 1 lion Appropriation, -oao s 


- ~ o - - - 
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svu, approved 5th February, 1840, - -~ 
E , approved 5th February, 1840, F 
roved 5th February, 1840, - — - - 
y Act of Congress , approved Jan. 14, 40. 
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8629 00 | $1,009 7L| $15,000 00 | $6387 67 ; 
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> STATEMENT of. the names of such Officers and others, who stand indebted to the Repub- 

lic on the Books of the First Auditor, up to the 30ih September, 1840, made in“ ` 
: accordance with the 3d Section of an Act defining the duties of the . Officers of, me d 
"ue i Treasury e approved the bth of February, 1840. 
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: f, Received from the Treasury Department in 1889, "^. 
P Anderson, Thomas P., M $243 00 4 ou account of the Medical Department. No vouchers 
v Acte, Surg -Gen: 3 $ returned. Notifiod—no answer. Reported to` Comp- . 
: | troller. 
. Alexander, J. M, +.) T e. Ordnance Department, August, . 6th, 1840. ` ‘Stop... 
" - Lieutenant, ` EE ] j page ordered. CQ LL e 
" Burgess, C. J., 21. 50 Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. Stop- i 
: Lieutenant, E ) page ordered. i : E. 
o. cdi - Cooke, "William G, l "uM Ordnance Department, August Lith, 1640. Stop- .7 ^ 
eb Col. » Infantry, E 0} page ordered. i di 
. RN f Of, this amount, $17, 610- 86 is reported balance on 
~ + 204 T N hand, 30th Sept:, 1840; and the remainder, $117,018 915^. 
i i | is suspended vouchers of the Quarter- Master- General's. Kur S 
Cooke, William G., at 134,629 "| Department, thé greater part of which’ was expended 
! E Quarter-Master-Gen, ME ‘| without any appropriation having been made by law.. 
Eo = . -.| Such vouchers as were stispended; were not such as the >. 
vi " : "law requires. » 
eT a f A balance, $9,299 Q14, is “reported as on hand the ; OS 
TO Cazneau, Willian Le 93, 050 99 | 30th Sept., 4840; and $83,751 98 suspended vouchers, ~ 
- - Com'y.-Gen. Subst, (.. 9905 J and such as there was no appropriation made by law to . 
y ‘An. cared Over, gear, 976 26 L 


authorize. their liquidation, " and the amount hypothe- 


uade MENU. m E ge En WILL user E 


- Lieutenant, .4 


Am’t, bro't forward, $227,976 26 | cated by him in New-Orleans, on account of Subsistence 
| Department. 
f Of this amount, $842 00 was received by him from 
Lieut.Col. William S. .Fisher, commanding recruiting 
station, for recruiting purposes, on the 14th Feb. 1829. 
No vouchers, returned ; and &9 50 on account of Ord- 
cU Department. Notified. Stoppage ordered for 
9 5( 
Ordnance Department, August 19th, 1840. Apos 
page ordered. 
Received from Treasury per order Maj.-Gen. Thornas 
J. Rusk, as per letter of Treasurer, dated the 4th March, 
1840, which amount was paid to Maj. Mayfield, the 5th 
November, 1888, then Aid-de-camp to Gen. Douglass. 
Written to on the subject. No answer. Reported to 


Clendenen, A.’ 
Captain, i 851 90. 


Chevallie, M. A. ) 
Lieutenant, ( xo 


a 


Douglass, K. H. 
Brigadier-General, .. 10,000 08 


Comptroller, 
Ellison, Samuel, l 9 50 Ordnance Department, September, 1840, Stoppage 
ordere 


Balance, of $5,052, received from Charles Mason, late 
Chief Clerk of the War Department, and drawn by him 
from the Treasury, for recruiting purposes; and of 
$3,360 received from the Pay-Master-General, for the 

payment of Bounty to Ist Infantry. Reported to the 
i es | Comptroller. 

Goodall, James, : 86 5o | On account of Ordnance Department. August ànd — , 

Captain, September, 1840. Stoppage ordered. . ` : 
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Fisher, William S 
Late Lt. Col. 1st Inft. E 092 78 
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Of this amount, $628 23 was received by him on ac- 


. Gillen, B. Y. 7 637 73 ! count of pay while on recruiting service in New-Orleans, 
“ Captain à Infantry, : 1 and $9 50 from the ornate Department. Stoppage 
| ordered. f 


commanding recruiting station; and $21 50 to Ordnance 

Department, the whole of which amount has been ‘or- 
| dered to be stopped from his pay. Reported to Comp- 
_ | troller. 


Ordance Department, August 19th, 1840. Stop- 
page ordered. 


| Balance of $500 00 Secale from Maj. P. S. Wyatt, 


Holliday John 
Captain, | SE 
Howard, George T. 
Major, 

Howard, John C. 


- 6 50 
9 50 
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Lieut. Texas. Army, ordered. 
Boeker Gorre N Balance unaccounted for by him up to the 30th Sep- 
Col D. TN aes 8,582 d " tember, 1840; $3,293 50 of which is on account of sus- . 
: pended vouchers, they being informal. 
Hornsby, C, C. 2j Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. OREA 
Lieutenant, ordered. 
Jones, E. S. 9 bud Ordnance Department. September 93d, 1840. Stop- 
Lieutenant, : page ordered.  . 
e ' . (^ Received from the Treasury of the Republic in ac- 
— Jones, William J. | cordance with an act of Congress, approved the 16th 
= ) 
"PaysMaster Militis, | March, 1840. ` No answer received. Reported to Comp- 


'Am't. carried over, $269, 644 69 


20,000 00 November, 1838. : No vouchers returned, Notified 14th 
troller, 


XA oc 


Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage — 


do 
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à ^e 
A qt. bro’t. forward, $269,644 69 Being a balance of $5,537 50, received from the 'Trea- 
Jourdan, Samuel W, 16 75 $ SUY on the 13th May, 1839; for paying the troops ou 
‘Late Capt. Ist. Inft. : the Colorado. Reported to Comptroller. - 
dante: Tames Bop. Sixty dollars of which is an unaccounted for balance 
Oi. oe BI 5 50 of $1,620 00 on account of Bounty Money, and $21 50 
Pat ug on Il of Ordnance Department. Stoppage ordered. 
Balance occasioned by rejected vouchers on account 
"2B Jackson. f Ben 36 50 of disbursement of, $015- 58, Quarter-Master’s Depart- 
ie ment, Vouchers returned. No JEDER " 
Johnson, Thomas, | 21 50 Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1 Stoppage 
Lieutenant, à ordered. 
Lewis, Daniel, JA E Ordnance Department, August 19th, 1840. Stop- 
Lieutenant, i ) page ordered, ..- 
^ dasiderac ki Draft in his favor, on, account of Subsistence Depar t- 
ute Acto. Gomn-Gen. 3 5,000 00 ) ment, 23d June, 1840. No return, Notified: no ans- 
2 i l wer, - Reported to Comptroller. " 
This is for amount of order on G. W. Poe, Pay-Master- 
psc a: he | : 200 00 aee which draft was audited in favor of the as- 
u ' i signee, and charged.to his account, 8d September, 1540, 
| [ and Maj. Lawrence reported to Comptroller, 
McLeod, Hugh, 2 Balance due on settlement, September, 1840, on re- 
Adjutant-General, Lu 50 cruiting accounts. 
! 
Mugen) J. C. “9 505 Orduance Department, September 3, 1810. Stoppage 
Jleutenant, ordered. 
" Mo t E] B, [s ¢ X c p 
i Late A nera) t 500 00 | This amount was drawn from the Treasury for re 


cruiting purposes and transferred by him to Capt. Mor- 
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con, whose receipts aie on file in this office, but not in 
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Th 


favor of Col. Morehouse, which amount has passed to 


the credit of Capt. Morgan, while there is no charge 
against him. 

"Of this amount $2,000 was reccived from Col. Wil- 
liam G. Cooke, Quarter-Mastcr-General, on the second of 
May, 1839, and $21 50 on account of Ordnance Depart- 
ment. Of this amount, there appears to have been paid 
to the Quarter-Master’s Department, $128, and stoppage 
ordered at the Pay Department by the Quan ter-Master- 
| General $533 15 which has not been entered to his 
credit, as the proper vouchers have not been returned to 
this office. His vouchers for the disbursement of the 
$2,000, received from the Quarter-Master’s Department, 
were lately returned, not being such as the law requires. 

Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840, Steppage 
ordered. 

Ordnance Department, September 3d, 1840. Stop- 
page ordered. 


Morran, Martin, 7 
Act. Ass’t Qr.-Mas’r 2,021 90 7 
1st Infantry, ( 


Martin, J. B. 
Lieutenant, 

Neighbors, R. S. 
Capt. & Act. Qr.-Mr. 


21 5 
Ogden, Duncan C. 21 5 
E: 4 


Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. 


Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
ordered. 

Balance unaccounted for of a $4,000 draft on the 
office of the City Bank of New-Orleans at Natchitoches, 
intended E the removal of the Shawnee Indians. Not. 


Captain, 
Ratcliff, E. S. 
k Lieuten ant, 
Reily, James, 
Late Indian Com'r 
Amt. carried over, $279,2 


0 
21 50 
82 00 


£9 


To. 


notified of his indebtedness in accordance with an order 

of the Treasury Department of the 7th March, 1840; 

and the Iirst Auditor supposing that the Government 

| was indebted to Maj. Reily in an equal amount, such 
| order being issued. 

Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. Stoppage 

ordered. 

Balance due on a settlement, 10th March, 1840, being 
the valuation of property reported, and unaccounted for 
by them. Reported to Comptroller. 

f _ Of this amount $400 00 was received by him from 
Capt. Morgan, for recruiting purposes, the 4th February, 
1839, and $300 from Lieut. Col. William S. Fisher, also 
for recruiting purposes in 1839. The returns establish- 

| ing the indebtedness of Capt. Redd, did not come in 

| 

f 


Am’t bro’t forward, $279,259 39 


Roberts, R. H. : 
Lieutenant, eL 
Rusk, T. J., and J. S. 
Mayfield, Com’r. for 2,081 00 
removal Shawnee In. 


Redd, Wiliam D. 2 
I nte Captain, t 700 00 


early enough to admit of stoppage being ordered. Re- 
ported to Comptroller, 


This amount is a balance on account of public pro- 
perty placed by said committee in the hands of Captain 


DC o a a ; G. R. Black and his compan or 
= . . R. i any, and to be accounted for 
c ps ee | 1,656 00 by said committee, in eens a with a Join? Resolu- 
Maes tion of Congress, approved 5th February, 1840. Noti- 
fied. No answer. Reported to Comptroller. 
Revis, J. B. 9 50 Ordnance Department, September, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, i ordered, 


Balance to be accounted for on settlement, up to 30th 


"Aa 


Eee 


September, 1840; the majority of which being for pay- 

31,235 004 ment made Militia and Volunteers during the present 
year, for the payment of which there was no appropria- 
tion made by last Congress. 


Sturges, B. B. 
Pay-Master, 


Scott, R. R. : Ordnance Department, August 21st, 1840. Stoppage 
, 9 50 S pag 
Lieutenant, f i Ee p ids s 
f eccived {or recruiting puposes in . Recruiting 
d d. M. B.. ? 1,700 00 2 accounts returned for $1,030, but no vouchers. Noti- 
: Map. fied. Reported to Comptroller. ! 
Stoehr, C. | 9 50! Ordnance Department, September, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, i om i ordered. 
bt "ue 21 50 | Pr Department, August 6th, 1840.  Stoppage 
1uetenant, ordered. A 
Balance on settlement, 30th September, 1840.  Ofthis œ : 
S J. Conn 22,752 00 ) amount, vouchers for $11,082 32 are suspended, not | 
ay Maskot enenu; o being such as could be admitted. i 
f This amount was received from the Collector of Cus- ; 
j 
| 


b 
toms at San Augustine, in accordance with an act of | 
Congress, approved 7th November, 1838. A report of ; 
his disbursement was made in November, 1839, and sus- | 
pended: he being notified. Since returned, but have 

not yet been invèstigated. 


Thomas, I. D. ) 
Quarter-Master, 10,000 00 


"Thompson, E. A. . 91 39¢ Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, | ordered, 
Weihl, J. M. 350 Qo (,. Amount received from Capt. Gillen while on recruit- 
Captain, ——— | ing service in New-Orleans in 1840. Stoppage ordered. 


Amt carried-over, $339,826 39 


ÉL, me Eth ne 3 1 * 


Rann xe aanp gi 
ce aeu aR a 000 sc Pete 


^ Mum 
T D TNR ax adm rn 


Watrouse, N. H. 
Actg Com’y Purch,, 5,000 00 


Amount Received from the Secretary ot War by draft 
on the Merchants Bank, New-Orleans, Absent in the 
United States, —No returns. 


This amount was received by Col, Wells, during the 
Wells, Lysander, dec., 343 62 | year 1839 and 1840, while absent in the United States, 
late Col, Cavalry, 


| under orders of the Government. Stoppage ordered. 
$2553 47 93 | Reported to Comptroller. 


Amt bro't forward, $$ 339,826 39 | 


CHARLES MASON, 
First Auditor. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
F'rst Auditor's Office, 
December 15th, 1840. 


; , : pa e» 
Norz.—Since this Report was handed to Congress, a Resolution has been passed, legalizing © 


the acts of the Quarter-Master and Commissary-General, for disbursements made contrary to 
law; and also authorizin 


j g the Auditor and Comptroller to settle their accounts as far as they 
consider them equitable, 


| CHARLES MASON, 
April 19th, 1840. Auditor. 


"a 
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SECOND Auprror’s OFFICE, 

Austin, October 5th, 1840. 
Wu. Sevey, Esq., 

Acting Secretary of the Treasury: 


I have the honor to submit the accompanying documents 
B marked A, B and C. 

Document A, exhibiting the amount of drafts drawn on the 
Treasurer of the Republic through the Second Auditor's Of- 
fice, for Civil, Naval and Contingent expenses of the Govern- 
ment, from the organization of the office, up to 30th Septem- 
ber, 1839: the amount drawn during the fiscal year, ending 
30th of September, 1840: the amount drawn for the redemp- 
üon of promissory notes and interest thereon, since 7th' De- 
ember, 1839, and the total amount: also, the amount of 
Auditor's Certificates, issued for the liquidation of claims 
against the Government, authorized by law, but for the pay- 
ment of which no appropriation was made. 

Document B.—Statement of accounts of different civil 
disbursing officers and agents of the Government, showing the 
balance or amounts remaining in their hands, unaccounted 
for, and due the Government, at the 30th September, 1840. 

Document C.—Statement of the accounts of different na- 
val disbursing officers and agents, having had money advanced 
gor disbursement, showing the balance or amounts remaining 

in their hands, unsettled and due the Government, at the 30th 
f September, 1840, with the particulars respecting their de- 
hnquency or indebtedness. à 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Signed] MUSGROVE EVANS, 
" Second Auditor. 


Sir :—In compliance with your communication of 21st ult., 


uL a m am a uu centered, (qam. Res TERRI) Cem. 


-o xo mpi Pe tm 
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DOCUMENT A. 


STATEMENT of the amount of drafts, drawn on the Treasur- 
er, through the Second Auditor's Office, from its organi- 
zation up to the 30th of September, 1840, including the 
redemption of promissory notes and inter est ther Eon, viz: 


From the organization of the Office, to 30th Sept. 1839, viz: 


Civil expenses, - - $468,399 28 
Naval «o - - J - 244,355 06 
Contingent “ - =  - 498,957 57 


Total amount drawn up to 30th 

September, 1839, - - $1,211,711 91-S1,211,711 91 
Amount drawn during the fis- 

cal year, ending 30th Sept, 1840. 


Civil, - . - - 215,063 42 
Naval, - - - - 243,607 48 
Contingent, - - - 970,567 53 


Total amount drawn during 
the year, ending 30th Sept. 1840, $829,238 ia Aaa 238 43 


$2,040,950 34 
Amount drawn for redemption 
of promissory notes and interest 
from 7th Dec., e 9, to 1st ay Interest. Principal 
1840, = $96,291 20 $277,876 00 
From July 1, to Sept. 30, 1840, 15,181 05 
554.579 95-— —54,572 95 
$332,448 25 


— 


Total amount of interest, 


x ^ 
LACK 


7i 


RECAPITULATION. 
'l'otal amount drawn by Second Auditor for 
Civil, Naval, and Contingent expenses of the 


Government, ~ - = - - $2,040,950 34. 


Total amount drawn for redemption of pro- | 

missory notes and interest thereon, ~ — - 332,448 25 
Total amount of drafts, drawn on the 'T'rea- 

surer, by the Second Auditor, - - $2,373,398 59 
For the following amounts, there being no  : 

appropriation, Auditor's Certificates have been 

issued, viz : from 1st March to 30th Sept., 1840, 4,700 25 


— M pg 


Total amount Certificates and Warrants, — $2,378,008 84 - 


[Signed] - MUSGROVE EVANS, 
Second Auditor. 


DOCUMENT B. 


STATEMENT of the accounts of different Civil Disbursing 
Officers and Agents, of the Government, exhibiting the 
balances or amounts remaining in their hands, unsettled 
at ihe 30th Sept. 1840, with the particulars respecting 

` their delinquencies or indebtedness. 

CIVIL. 


A.J. Yates & M. B. Menard: to advance 
made to them by Thomas Toby & Brothers, Go- 
vernment Agents, as follows, to wit: 

1837. Amount of A. J. Yates’ draft, in favor of 


Jan. 10 Wm. M. Kean, : NE" $219 75 
« 21 'To cash paid A. J. Yates, — - “ 480 00 
March 4 “ am’nt of A. J. Yates’ draft in favor 
D. G. Johnson, - 80 00 
« 29 « M. B. Menard's draft in Nur of, 
Wm. McKean, ~ os s 280 00 


Total anynt advanced and unaccounted for, $1,059 75 


A 


72 


Nore.—As Messrs. Yates & Menard were Go- 
vernment Commissioners at that time in the U. 
States, it may be, that the above amount, received : 
from Thomas Toby & Brothers, was expended in + 
paying for printing or other expenses of their mis- 
sion; but there is no evidence of the kind in this 
office. 

Henry Smith, Ex. Secy of the Treasury: " 
To amount of direct taxes, collected in the years 


1837 and 1838, - ~-  - - $70,919 78 
'T'o anrnt of licenses during the same time, 7,901 86 
* € ]anddues - - - - 28,076 96 


1838 To this am’nt, received of McKinney & 
Dec. Williams, being am’nt of draft drawn b 
Secretary of the Treasury, on David White 


of Mobile -  - - 8,550 00 
: $115,448 60 

1839 By am'nt paid over to A. Brigham as 
March 15. per receipt, - = ee 114,375 87 
Balance due the Government, 1,072 73 


Notrs.—Gov. Smith states that this balance 
was in audited scrip, aud that it was lost or mislaid. 


P. B. Dexter, Agent or Commission 
1839 for boundary line : for amount of draft 
Aug. 12 on Merchant’s bank of New Orleans, on 
^ — account of contingent expenses of Com- , 
missioner, - - - - 3,000 00 


$3,000 00 


Norer.—Co]. Dexter disbursed the money, but 
not for objects contemplated by the act making 
the appropriation ; his account cannot, therefore, 
be admitted by the Auditor. 

. Memucan Hunt, Boundary Line Commis- 
stoner : to amount draft, City Bank of New Or- 


s om 
we ee ee cn ce m e - e ee ee e - o ae e it ya © e WO, e 7 


. = 
* p f |e kad D 
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leans, dated 10th Dec., 1839, being amount of 
appropriation by Congress for, or on account of, 
contingent expenses of the Commissioner, - 
To amount of .articles sold D. Sample as per 
bill rendered, -~ - 
d * One pen-knife taken for his own use, 


By sundry bills and aecounts paid by Gen. 
Hunt, for whieh sufficient vouchers are produced 
and can be allowed, - 2 - - 


Li 


Balance due Government, 


Nore.—Gen. Hunt has produced vouchers 
showing that he has paid out the whole amount of 
money placed in his hands for disbursement ; but 
à large amount of the appropriation has been paid 
for salaries, which the Auditor cannot allow in 
settlement of the account, because he is of the 
opinion that the appropriation was' intended: by 
Congress for the contingent erpenses,asis ex- 
pressed in the law. Another large amount was 
paid to the United States’ Commissioner, being 
one half of bills paid by said Commissioner for the 
joint commission, but cannot be allowed until the 
bills are produced. Other amounts have been 
paid by Gen. Hunt, on account of the joint 
commmission, and not yet settled with the United 
States’ Commissioner. : : 


Edwin Waller, Government Agent for erect- 
ing public buildings at Austin.—Judge Waller 
has never presented his account to this office for 
settlement, although frequently requested or noti- 
fied to do so; consequently, the following amounts 

7 


Li 


$5,000 00 


11 00 
2 50 


$5,013 50 


1,375 01 


$3,638 49' 


— 


Ecc emma ve e oe ecd es 
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advanced to him, stand charged on the books of 
this office. 
' 1839. 


June, ‘To ament of draft on the Treasurer, 
« p (c a «a 
i a u T: &c 
u h G- Ka T: 
Aug. 21, ít ti 4 i 
Oct. 19, z « « « 
Nov. L it [14 g &« 
“o D, & e &« g 
1840. 
Jan. 2, « M K 


$20,000 00 
15,000 00 
3,000 00 
15.000 00 
20,000 00 
20,000 00 
6,000 00 
1,000 00 


13,550 75 


Total am’nt advanced and unaccounted for, $113,550 75 


N. McArthur, Builder : for amount 


1840. of drafts on the Treasurer in advance 
March 4, for work to be done for the different 
Departments. 


« 22, For drafts on Treasury for same, 


Àm!nt due Government and unaccounted for, 


7 
Norx.—Mr. McArthur has long since been no- 
tified to present his account for settlement, but 
has not yet done so. 

William Hunt, Surveyor : to am’nt 
of draft on the. Treasurer, advanced on 
1840. account of surveying lands for the 

Jan. 13, general system of education, - 


Unaccounted for and due the Government, 
NorE.—Mr. Hunt is engaged in running the 


Military Road ; consequently absent from the Seat 
of Government. 


* 


— 


1,000 00 
700 00 


$1,700 00 


Robert Barr, late Post- Master- 
1839. General: to amount of sundry appro- 
Oct. 12,  priations by Congress to defray the ex- ' 
penses of the P. ©. Department. ` $71,000 00 | 
Amount received from sundry Post-Offices, 14,282 54 


d d $85,282 54 
By am'nt paid contractors sundry 
times up.to October 12, 1839, $64,226 61 i ý 
By Am'nt of general expense ac- 
count to date, - - - 10,856 75 f 
Bal. remaining. in the Treasury 
out of the several appropriations, 4,547 44 


$79,640 80-$79,640 80 ` 
Balance due the Goverment, ^ $5,041 74 


— 


Nore.—An account current made out some 
time ago, and a copy showing the balance due the 
Government, was forwarded to Henry Kesler, in 
Houston, administrator on the estate of Robert 
Barr, deceased, requesting his attention to the 
subjeet, which duty he neglected. Kesler has . 
since died. 


HE. S. C. Robertson : to bal. due 

the Government at settlement up to 

December 31, 1839, - -à $1,798 00 
To am'nt remaining in the Trea- ` 

sury at Ist Jan. out of the appr opri "eg 

tion of Dec. 19, 1839, - : . 11,405 44 


Miter tes e o s 


D e E É 


} 


"o amount received from different 
Post-Offices, - - - - 207 00 
13,410 44 


By amount paid contractors from — — 
Amount carried over, $13,410 44 


Cot yug 
i 
' 


3 76 


Amount brought forward, $13,410 44 
lst to 8th Jan., 1840, as per vouchers, 4,204 53 
By cash paid over to J. R. Jones,’ 373 75 
«nu € for mail-bags, 12 00 
By balance of appropriation re- 
maining in the Treasury, and trans- 
ferred to J. R. Jones, - - 8,760 90 


$12,351 18—13,351 18 
59 96 


RECAPITULATION. 


A.J. Yates & M. B. Menard, - -  - $1,059 75 
Henry Smith, Ex-Secretary ofthe Treasury, 1,072 73 
P. B. Dexter, Agent or Com. for Boundary Line, 3,000 00 
Memucan Hunt, Boundary Line Commissioner, 3,638 49 
Edwin Waller, Agnt for erecting pub. buildings, 113,550 75 


N. McArthur, Builder, - - 1,700 00 
William Hunt, Surveyor, - - - 500 00 
Robert Barr, Late P.-M.-General, - - 5,641 74 


E. S. C. Robertson, - - - - 59 26 


Total amount remaining in the hands of differ- 
ent Agents and Civil Officers of the Government, 
unaccounted for 30th Sept., 1840, - - $130,222 72 


[Signed] . MUSGROVE EVANS, 
Second Auditor. 
Nore.—Several of the Diplomatie Agents and Secretaries 
of Legation have had money advanced, on account of outfit 
and salaries, which stands charged to them on the books of 
this Office, because they have not presented their accounts for 
settlement, or given any evidence of the time they served, and 
for which they are entitled to credit. 


t 


E 


DOCUMENT C. 


STATEMENT of the accounts of the different Naval Disburs- 
ing, Officers and Agents, exhibiting: the balance or 
amounts remaining unsettled at the 30th Sept., 1840, with 
the pronum of their delinquency or indebtedness. - 


i NAVAL. 


John E. Gibbons: to cash 

1839- advanced him by order of 
Sept.3, Secretary of Navy, - — - 
By cash paid over to Na- 


val Agent, - - $650 00 
By cash paid sundry bills 
as per receipts, - 182 00 
By services as Lieutenant 
from 18th August to 25th 
153 76 


. September, 1839, - 


$1,000 00 


$985 76——8$985 76 


Balance due the Government, 


T. M. Taylor: to cash 


1839. advanced by order of Secre- 

Oct. 24, tary of Navy, - - 
Amount due Government, 

1839. : John G. Todd: to draft 

June 4, on Hamilton & Burnley, 

Oct. 24, To draft for amount of 

1840. 

Jan. 2, 'To cash from E. W. Moore, 


By his pay and travelling 
expenses up g May 18, 1839, 


Bal. due the Government, 


$14 24 


1,500 00 
$1,500 00 


$2,516 29 
10,000 00 


1,000 00 


$13,516 29 
2,516 29 


ee pee 


$11,000 00 


78 


1839. HE. W. Moore: to draft 
Oct. 24, in his favor, - =- 
To amount received from 
J. G. Todd in N. York 19th 
Jan., 1840, - - 


By amount of disburse- 
ments for the navy for which 
satisfactory vouchers have 
been rendered, - $32, 


$40,000 00 


3,849 20 
$43,849 20 


448 80-832, 448 80 


Balance due Government, 


NorE.—Of this balance Com. Moore 
has produced vouchers for $6,145 68, 
which are not considered sufficient and 
cannot be allowed, and the sum of 
$5,254 72 has not been accounted for in 
any way, - - E - 


Robert Oliver: to cash 
1840. paid over to him kj A: K. 
May 21, Durke - 
By ainount of commission 
on slops at settlement up to 
Dec, 31st, 1889,  - 


Balance due Government, 


* Notr.—The small balance was due at 
the above date, and still stands so on the 
books of this office ; but there is now, or 
will be at the next settlement a balance 
due him by the Government. 


Louis P. Cooke, Secreta- 
1839. ry of Navy: to draft in his 
Aug. 23, favor,  - 
Sept. 3; Do. in favor of P. Sy. 
Am'nt carried over, 


$11,400 40 


, $105 47 


835 96— 835 96 


$69 51 


$10,000 00 


MM Ó—— 


$10,000 00 - 


79 

Amn bro't forward, $10,000 00 
Humphreys, - 10,000 00 

Sept. 6, To cash from P. W. Hum- 
phreys, > - 9,000 00 

Oct. 25, To draft on Bank of Or- 
leans of this date in par funds, 39,596 59 
| $68,596 59 


Oct. 24, By amount paid over to . 
Navy Agent, as per receipt, $9,850 00. 
By amount sent J. G. 
Todd, as per letter of the 
Sec. of Navy ofthis date, 10,000 02 
By draft drawn by Sec. 
Navy on A. Hodge in favor 
W. T. Brannum, - 10,600 60 
By two drafts on Bank of 
Orleans, in favor of Navy 
Agent, par funds, - 3,641 59 
By amount of bill of ex- 
penses on duty to Galveston 
in August, 1839, i67 68 


$23,598 50-532,505 59 


— 


Bal. due Government, par funds, & 


1840, P. 5 Eraninas : to 4 

May 7,  d'5:y order e£ ibo Sec, 
of “63, amounting to 

June 29, Tu drafts Ly order oz ena 
Sec. of Navy, amounting to 


Aunt advanced nud un- 


704.998 00 


eee e— 


60,999 57 
38,906 Q0 


m———Á—— Pn T 


settled 30th Sept., 1840, $100,399 57 


NorzE.—Capt. Brannum has, no coubt, 
disbursed the whole amount advanced 
him, and has satisfactory vouchers for 
the same, but has not had sufficient time 


od 


8U 


to reach the Seat of Government, to set- 
tle his account since the expiration ofthe 
quarter, ending 30th September. 


1839. £t T. Wells : to cash 
Dec. 30, advanced sundry times for 
disbursement, - $4,550 00 
By amount paid for ship- 
ping, men, &c. as per vouch- 
ers,  - - =- 84,437 77--84,437 7 
Bal. due Government, $112 23 
RECAPITULATION. 
John E. Gibbons, 2 - - - $14 24: 
T. M. Taylor, -= - - 4 1,500 00; 
John G. Todd, - - - : - 11,000 00 
E. W.'Moore, - - - - - - il 400 AQ! 
Robert Cliver, - : - 69 51 
Louis P. Cooke, Secretary of Navy, -  - 84,998 00 
W.T.Brannum,  - - - 100,899 DT 
F. T. Wells, - - - < E 112 23 
Total amount remaining in the hands of differ- l 
ent Naval Disbursing Officers and others, unset- 
tled at 30th Sept., 1840, - - - - $169,993 95 
[Signed] ^. MUSGROVE EVANS, 
Second Auditor. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Compiroller’s Office, 
Austin, Oct. 1, 1840. 


« Wm. Sevey, Act. Sec. of Treasury : 
SIR :—Aceompanying this, you will find the Report of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury for the year, ending the 30th of 


81 


September last. "The total amount drawn from the Treasury 
appears considerable, owing, first, to the large sums called for 
by the Pay-Master-General, for the purpose of paying the 
troops under the command of Gen. Rusk and others, during 
the years 1838 and 1839, and, next, to the amounts drawn by 
the Quarter-Master-General, agreeably to the several acts of 
the Jast Congress, for supplies furnished the above command, 
and also for services rendered and supplies furnished the army 
during the period of the revolution. | 

STATEMENT A, exhivits the total amount of warrants drawn 
on the Treasury, and certificates for liabilities, where no mo- 
ney was appropriated. You will perceive by that statement, 
that, prior to the month of December last, the interest on the 
old Treasury Notes was not paid through this office, the same 
having been paid by the Treasurer anterior to that time. The 
interest on the Funded Debt also was paid by warrant drawn 
by the Stock Commissioner, and countersigned by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury prior to March Jast. I am, therefore, 
unable to furnish you with the amount of interest paid up to 
that time. 

STATEMENT B, exhibits a statement of the appropriations 
made by the last Congress, and, also the appropriations for 
previous years, together with the amount of available funds in 
the Treasury, chargeable to those appropriations. Until the 
passage of the act defining the duties of the Officers of the Trea- 
sury Department, approved 5th of February, 1840, no account 
of appropriations was kept by the Comptroller, the balance ot 
those made prior to the present year having been obtained 
from the Treasurer. ‘This balance is still kept open for debts 
contracted during the year for which the appropriations were 
made. Draftsin the hands of original holders, for services in 
the army and for supplies, issued prior to the first of the pre- 
sent year, were paid when presented to the Treasurer, in ac- 
cordance with a resolution of Congress, approved January 14, 
1840, and. have been reported to this Office and charged to the 
one million appropriation of January 24, 1839, for the protec- 
tion of the frontier and for other purposes, as directed by 
the resolution above referred to. ‘Those drafts amount to 
$10,329 62. Drafts issued on the several appropriations of 
| the last year, have also been reported and have been charged 

E, 
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$29,205 92, issued prior to January last, but paid subsequent- 
Jy. By adding this sum to the warrants issued according to 
Statement A, since January last, it will beseen that the tota] 
amount correspouds with that charged to the several appropri- 
ations. By reference to the same Statement, (A,) it will also 
be seen that the appropriations for “surveying and advertising 
city of Calhoun,” and for “interest on Government dues,” set 
forth no particular amount, but the law making those appro- 
priations, has, by virtue of its phraseology, been regarded as 
creating an appropriation for the above-named purposes. 
STATEMENT C exhibits the amount of stock issued in ac- 
cordance with an act of Congress, to provide for the redemp- 
tion of the promissory notes, and approved 5th of February, 
1840. There still remains, however, about $178,069, (which 
does not appear in this Statement) with the Stock Com- 
missioner, unissued, the same having been received, prior to , 
ist July, from agents at Galveston and New Orleans, appoint- 
ed to receive Government liabilities for funding, and instruct- 
ed to forward them to the proper officer inorder that the stock 
might be issued. Neither the funders nor their agents, how- 
ever, have as yet come forward to receive their stoek, and their 
i, funds, therefore, still remain with the Stoek Commissioner, 
` the certificates to be issued when called for. 

LE STATEMENT D, shows the amount of change notes, coun- 
tersigned by the Comptroller, as directed by an act passed 
February 5th, 1840, * Authorizing the Treasurer of the Re- 
public of Texas to issue change notes.” 
doc It has been found impossible to get a correct statement o 
the amount of stock created by act of Congress, June 7, 1837, 
owing to the loose manner in which the books of that stock 
have been kept, I would respectfully recommend that some 
action be taken to ascertain the amount issued. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. SIMMONS. 


, | accordingly, amounting to $18,876 30, making a total of 
| 
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STATEMENT A, 


STATEMENT of amount of Warrants drawn on the Treasu- 


ry, the amount of Certificates issued, for the payment of 


which no money is appropriated, and the amount of pro- 
missory notes on which interest has been pard, from the 
Ist of October, 1839, to 1st of October, 1840. 


Month. Year 


Oct. 1839 
Nov. 1839 
Dec. 1839 
Jan. 1840 
Feb. 1840 
March 1840 
April 1840 
May 1840 
June 1840 
July 1840 
August 1840 
Sept. 1840 


3 


FIRST AUDITOR. 


Amount of Certificates 
issued each month. 


8572 74 
48 00 
72 00 

5,802 81 

191 06 
257 50 
24 00 


40 80 


Total, $7,008 41 


drawn each month. 
$183,652 59 
20,809 71 
87,210 18 
298,005 00 
123,863 34 
45,989 15 
83,788 99 
118,166 00 
: 122,332 74 
92,819 14 
79,779 71 
65,776 95 


Total, $1,321,493 50 


Amount of Warrants 


Pondpi e 


B4 


BECOND AUDITOR, 


ane md - 
` qer DE na ea ee. 


Amount of Cer- 
tificates drawn 


Amount of Promisso- 


Amount of War- 
Month. Year.| ry Notes upon which 


rants drawn each 


TAa uoc ae | 


interest has been paid. | each month. :| month. 
Oct. 1839 $163,791 78 ` 
ME Nov. 1839 42,400 37 
E Dec. 1839 $36,572 00 85,157 87 | 
x . Jan. 1840 49,657 00 $214 00 167,811 03 
BEEN : Keb. 1840 40,578 00 9,475 00 102,001 78 | 
bí March 1810 16,255 00 95 00 2148115 : 
April 1840 22.762 00 397 51 20,747 32 
May 1840 . 14,475 00 301 18 99,441 68 ` 
June 1840 97,577 00 1,387 51 75,760 02 
July 1840 4,426 00 704 77 18,870 09 
Aug. 1840 85,523 00 637 89 49,400 53 | 
Sept. 1840 25,4100 1,086 39 26,258 11 ` 


Total, $392,866 00 $14,38925 9974121968 


STOCK COMMISSIONER, 


Month. — Year. Amount of Warrants, 
March 1840 $12,795 00 
April 1840 8,340 00 
May ~ 1840 1,235 00 
June 1840 1,211 78 
July 1840 1,650 00 
August 1840 45 v0 
Sept. 1840 2,955 00 
5 -928,231 75 


65 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount. T'otal. 
Warrants countersigned by First 
Auditor, - -  - $1,321,493 50 
Warrants countersigned by Se- 
cond Auditor, -, 874,121 68 
Warrants countersigned by Stock 
Commissioner, - - 28,231 78 
———-— — $2,223,846 96 
Certificates countersigned by the 
First Auditor, - : $7,008 41 
Certificates countersigned by Se- 
cond Auditor, - - 14,389 25 
21,997 61 


Aggregate of Warrants and Certificates, $2,245,244 62 
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STATEMENT B. 


STATEMENT of Appropriations made by Congress, as eutered on the books of the Comptroller, 
exhibiting amount drawn on each, from January Lst, 1840, to September 30th, 1840, and 
also the unexpended balances. 


CrvVin LIST, 


Date ot Ap- Kor what purpose Amount of Ap- Amount Unex pended 
prons. Appropriated, propriations. drawn. Balances. 
Legpislatures. 
1840. 

Feb. i: Senators’ pay and mileage, $10,500 00 $2,235 00 $8,205 00 
M * . Representatives pay and mileage, — 30,240 00 7,051 00 23,189 00 
" A Clerks of the Senate, - - 7,710 00 3,180 00 4,530 00 
ü ' Clerks of the House of Representa- 

tives, ZEE - - 5,700 00 4,169 34 1,530 66 
e A Extra pay to Clerks of both Houses 
of Congress, o 6,000 00 6,034 00() 
Contingencies. i 
€o 3 Contingent Expenses and Printing — ^ 
for Senate, . - -. - 4,000 00 3,243 18 756 82 
ES Contingent Expenses and Printing 


5,000 00. 2,263 29 1,736 71 


for House of Representatives, 


Compensation of the President of 


6,066 66 


Texas, - - - 10,000 00 
Compensation of the Vice President 

of Texas, - 3,000 00 1,833 34 
Compensation of the President's | 

Private Secretary, - - «2,500 00 1,596 57 
Contingent Expenses of President's 

Office, - - - 950000 . 844 25 

Department of State. 

Secretary of State, - - - 3,500 00 2,333 98 
Clerks of State Department, 7,700 00 4,839 35 
Contingent Expenses, including 

Printing Laws, &c., - 11,000 00 9,222 79 
Translating and. Printing Spanish 

Laws, - - - - 10,000 00 4,404 48 

Treasury Department. 
Secretary of the Treasury, - 3,500 00 2,381 87 
Comptroller, - - - 2,500 00 1,654 26 
First Auditor, - : - 2,500 00 1,749 99 
Second Auditor, - - - 2,500-00 : 1,825 30 
Treasurer of Texas, =, - 250000 ` 145833 
Amounts carried over, $105,300 00 $69,385 65 
"rove d CEN a oT 


8,933 34 


1,166 66 


903 43 
105 75 
1,166 72 
2,860 65 
1,777 21 
5,595 52 
1,118 13 
845 74 


750 01 
674 70 


1,041 67 
$66,947 79 
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Feb. 3, 1840. 
« « 


Amounts brought forward, $105,300 00 
Stock Commissioner, - - 2,500 00 


Commissioner of Revenuo, 2,500 00 
Agents to examine Revenue Ofli- 

ces and Cnstom-Houses, 3,000 00 
Clerks in Treasury Department 

and Bureaux, - - 41,100 00 


Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, 15,000 00 


= e- campa LU. ond E Gea o 


$09,385 65 
1,643 43 
1,361 08 


25,888 07 
572 08 


Incidental and Contingent Expenses in Treasury Department. 


Office of Secretary of Treasury, 1,900 00 
do. Comptroller, - 500 00 
Stationery for Comptroller's Office, 1,000 00 
Office of the First Auditor, 800 00 
do. Second Auditor, 800 00 
do, Treasurer of Texas, 800 00 
do. Stock Commissioner, 500 00 
Office of the Commissioner of Re- 
venue including stationery, 1,000 00 
Stock Certificates engraved, 1,000 00 


War Department. | 


Secretary of War, - - 3,500 00 
Clerks iu War Department, 6,900 00 
Clerks in the Ollice of the Pay- 

Master General, “ > 2,500 00 


1,900 00 
493 94 
635 10 
699 34 
750 16 

` 780 94 
500 00 


721 04 


2,403 69 
4,679 41 


. 1,953 37 


prem 


Poma e, od 
ves ouo aa ie solem Pr : 


$61,947 72 
. B56 57 
1,138 92 


3,000 00 


15,211 93 
14,427 99 


6 06 
364 90 
100 66 

49 84 
10 76 


278 96 
1,000 00 


1,096 31 
2,220 59 


546 63 


S8 


we 


UU Clerks in the Office of the Adjutant: , 


4 


General, > = 
Clerks in the Oflico of. the Quarter- 
Mgster-Gonoral, - ` 


. Clerks in the Office ot the Commis- 


sary-General, of Subsistence, 
Clerks in the Ordnance Office, 
Incidental 
penses in War Department, 
Office of the Secretary of War, 
do. Pay-Master-General, 


do. Adjutant-Goteral, 1,485 00 

do. Qtiarter-Master-Ge- 

* Weral, and extra clerk-hire, 3,970 00 
Office of the Commissary-Géueral ; 

of subsistence aud extra clerk- 

hire, - 3,190 00 
Offica of the Col. of Ordnance, 2,090 00 
— Navy Department, ^ 2 
Secretary of the Navy, - 3,500 00 

Olerks in the Office of Secretary of 
‘Navy, - . - = "A700 00 
Contingent Expenses, “ — - , — 1,400 00 
. « Amounts carried over, $250,521 00 


"and Coptingent Fix: 


2.500 00 


- 8,500 00 
: 2,500 00 - 


2, 500 00° 


2.500 00 
856 00 


1,850 26 


1,666,64 


1,249 99 
1,458 34 


708 87 : 


504 25 


1,146 88 


1,979 01 


2.059 91 


B08 00 : 


2,456 62 


3,213 20: 


1,400 00 


Sarva He tenet EE» d 


1,360 09 


649 74 


833 36 


1,250 01 
1,04) 66 


1,701 13 
261 75 
338 12 


1990 99 


^ 


1,282 00. 
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1,043 38 
- 1,486 80 


^ V 


$134,968 20 $115,586 80 
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Am'nts bro’t forward, $250,521 00 $134,968 20 $115,586 80 
Post-Office Department. ; l 


Feb. 3, Post-Master-General, "S 3,000 00 ^: 2062 22 937 18 
u « Clerks in General Post-Office, 4,700 00 3,163 34 1,536 66 
a a Contingent Ixxpenses in Gen. P. O. 1,400 00 1,400 00 
« u Transportation of Mails, - 100,000- 00 100,000 00 
General Land- Office. : : 
eo u Commissioner of Gen. Land-Office, — 3,000 00 1,508 32 . 1,491 68 
Ho M Clerks in General Land-Office, 12,000 00° 6,088 56 5,911 44 
wok Contingent Nxpensesand Translat- : ANA 
j ing in General Land-Office, 4,700 00 4,302 80 397 20 o 
rt 5 “Land Patents, - = te 5,00000 > 500000 ` e 
« 8 Making County Maps, - - 8,000 '00 1,535 00°. 6,465 00 
€ « Running County Lines, 5,000 00 543 75 4,466 25 
«oo u . Surveying of Land Scrip, - 5,000 00 1319419 - 3,805 8] 
5 « 5 ^ Surveying County Lines of Travis 
i l Gonnty, - - 1,785 28 1,785 28 . 
l a 3 Conmnissioner of Patents, 500 00 . 291 67 ' 208 33 
l wo u Suporintendent of Otlicers and p 
A Porters, - - - 4,000 00 2,820 00 ` 1,18000 " 
Judiciary. . 
ne u « O Chief Justice of Sup eme E rt, ` 5,00000 . 45140 . 4,648 60 


CM VM acr P Dg. Jon. 21, Reporter off tl ONE. à Sion 


Intercourse with Foreign Nations. , 


"Fut Regiment of Infantry, 
‘One additional Comp’y of Infantry, 


Supreme Conrt, s oe 


Seven Distitet Judges, : 21,000 00 


Seven District Attorneys, © `- 15,000 00 
Attorney General of Texas, -. 8,000 00 -` 
Contingent Expenses of the Office 

of the Attorney General, ' 600 00 


Fees of Shorifis, - = - 1500000 


Foreign Ministers, &c., — - 30,000 00 
nm MILITARY. l 

= Pay Department. 

General Staff, 37,523 00 


13,482 Q0 
First, Regiment of Cavalry, . 66,904 00 
Three additional Companies:of Ca- 
valry, - ut T 
Extra ratious to Officers command- 
- ing Posts, Departments, &c., 
Miscellaneous Payments, &oc. 


Amount carried over] _ $845,775 28 


` "90,538 00 


.. 8,600 00 
' 9,932 00 


minh 


r,000 00 . 


198,690 00 . 


H 


,000 00 - 


E 


4,868 50 — 16,136 50 
2,860100 — 19,138 91 
2,000 00 1,000 00 
.. 19100 - — 20900 
. 493977 . 10,760 28 
694497 23,655 73 
(6,906 80 — 31,316 20 
64,816 60 — 193,878 40 
..^ .19482 00 

. 10,000 00 —— 46,904 00 
+=" 86,538 00 
90720 92,692 80 
+ 932 00 


$369,544 96 $476,264 32 
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Am'nts bro't forward, $845,775 28 $369,544 96 $476,264 32 
Adjutant- Generals Department, À 
Feb. 3, Bounty for 7854- mon, : - “ 22,520 00 3,260 00 19,260 00 
HE For Expenses of Recruiting, 35,280 00 829 00: 34,451 00 "T 

| Subsistence Department. | 

y ) l i 4 

i i For Subsistence, Soo b 213,150 47 175,000 00 38,150 47 

' Quarter- Master's Department. | 
8 8 .— Foryud, 2 0-0. —- 25,000 00 . 17,000 00 8,000 00 4. 

« ts 8 V'orago, - - E 46 590 00 20,000 00 26,520 00 U * 

F "oo d. « Stationery, =- -  - ^ — 8,000 00 | 2,000 Q0 
Hl i LR «& Transportation, - - 70,000 00 70,000 00 : = 
T2 u S Blaeksmithing,' ~ 10,000 00 10,000 00 E 
a u t Clothing, &c., for 494 men 60,470 64 60,470 54 x 
u s " Cavalry Equipments for soven - e 
. Companies, ~ + $0,882 00 30,882 00: a 
a ü "o Camp and Garrison | Equipage, 8,127 00 8,127 00 à 
LN E * Horses for twelve Companies, 67,200 G0 60,000 00 7,200 00 Jd 
! "^ €" C 100 Mules for 25 Waggons, - 10,000 00 10,000 00 . : 
it “o o Froight and Insurance on Cloth- . , i N 
ing, &e,, - "n 5,000 00 5,000 Q0 elu 
Incidontal andcontingontexpenses, 21,000 00 .— 21,000 00 d 


Feb, 


-  . Special Objects. 


For Monies due on General Rusk’s ^ 


aud others’ Campaigns, * - 60,000 00- 


For Supplies to Géneral Rusk’s 


Command, > - - 30,000 00 


‘Medical Department. 
Medicines, Instruments, Station- 


ey, de, 02 0 e .3,000 00 ` 


‘indian Agents. 
Cushattes and Alabamas; 1,800 00° 
Removing Shawnee Indians, 15,000 00 
Redeeming Persons from Indian 
Captivity. LM 20,000 00 
` Naval. 
Navy Officcrs', Scamen’s and Ma- S 
aines Pay, - - `- = = 50,000 00 - 
Provisions, P». - con 5,000 00 
Stores in various Departments, ~ — 5,000 00 


. Freight and Contingent Expenses 
at Navy-Yard, : - 2,500 00 - 


41,308 00 8,9200 
30,000 00 


8000 00 


-* "8800 00 


15,000 00 
20,000 00 - 


? 
B 


45,59711 - 4,472 80 
200000  . 8,000 00 
5,000 00 | 


2,500 00 . 


ma mbasan 
E] 


Amounts carried over, $1,654,726 29 ` $988,012 61 $600,138 68 
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E 
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Feb. 


Am’nt bro't forward, 

Building Store-House at Navy-Y'd, 

Contingent Expenses and, payment 
of purchases unpaid, - 


Interest on Bonds given for Vessels 


` of the Navy, - - - - 
Interest on Bonds given for Zavala, 


4 `- Miscellaneous. 
. Contingent Executive Fund, 


Site of the Seat of Goverment, 
Detection of Fraudulent Land Cer- 


tificates, - 
Indemnity for capture of British d 
Schooner, Eliza Russel, - 
~ Fire-proof Saf es, - | sap * 


, Fimshing Public ‘Offices, - 
Fire- proof B nilding, 


Interest on Funded Debt. - 
Graham, Disney-& Ludlow, — - 
Hayden Arnold, ~ > - - 
Harnett A. Jlurd, = ~ 
John Green, Jr,,. : k 7 
Stuart Perty, - 3 - 
Shreve & Grayson, - - 
David Webb, - Aoi c 


$1,654,725 29 


5,000 00 
7,500 00 


- 96,000 00 
27,000 00 


1 


- 


10,000 00 
25, ‘959 00 


20,000 00 


3.840 60 
2100 60 


5,000 00 . 


10,000 00 
92,000 00 
1,900 00 


68000 ` 
_ 1,928 04 


458 33 


1,400 00. 


t 


7,500 00 


2,590 00. 
. 24,068 00 


5,534 02 


800 00 
A,1A40 61 
200 00, 
28,231 78. 


680.00 


> 1,928.04 , 


458 33 
1,400 00, 
3, 408 60 

'300 00° 


96,000 00 


$988, 612 61 $666,138 68, 
.. 6,000 00 


7,410 00 


1 891 00 


14,465 98 


3,840 60 
1,300.00 
^. 259 39 


.. 9,800 00: 


62,768 22 
- 1,900 00 


T6 


r 
~ 


a a a ee aaa | 


2 Dec. 25, H, W. Augustin, " zw 1,000 00 1,000 00 di 
| Feb 58, George W. Hockley, - = 531 50 531 50 t 
u « Charies H. Sims, - - z 100:00 100 00 . ' 
“uo & * , Moses {u Patton, | - --. + 100 00 100 00 a 
an 2004 «€ ^ 7 James IL Dart, — - - - 100 00 100 00 . m. 
E o «+ Alexauder Poe - 0.7 100 00 “100 00 © 
: -Jans 7, _ Joseph Cecil, me 1,000 00 E “1,000 00 ini 
Feb  5,. ° !PhomasJ. ‘Rusk and others, - 1,000 00 1,000.00 
: . Jan, hL, Mechanics on Pnblie Buildingsat = -> LM " i < 
i l - Anstin, o~ - - - 13,550 75 13,550 75 . - . 
| Balances, as reported by y the Trea- P CDS P 
: surer, of appropriations made i Pi a ue 
y previous to last Congress, and " .e uM 
s amounts drawn since January — - 4 Ps 
1, 1840, on the same. ° z , | i 
1839. . - ; OA] 
A Jan. 94, . Civil List and Civil ML 5 ae ae is bc 
for 1539,7 ^-  - 93,733 60^ 86,535 89 7,197 71 du 
RE «o Contingent Exxécutive’ "Fund for l E E E 
mE 007 "M 1890. ee amu m 1,824 59 1,293 71 530 88 T 
Dec. 27, Expenses of, Pom "Houses of Con - . ea aie : 
gress 1899, . - ^ -  - 61809 . 61809. | 
E | Mey” lj Naval Services for 1837 and 1838, .84453 78 , 88127- 83,572 51 EM. 
ij C Amounts carried over, iE 17 $1,186,073 20 $991,273 97 E 
i : = ^ = 
: ` ” ce ae E, e a sen < wn on eee nee one oe 5 


rr m m fo A 
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Total amounts, $2,740,216 53 $1,670,020 43 $1,123,913 45 
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1839, Am'nts bro't forward, $2,167,312 17 $1,186,073 20 $991,279 97 
Jan. 26, -Naval Supplies for 1839,  - - 51,041 78 51,035 59 6 19 
" 24, . One Million of Dollars, — - 455,970 60 389,229 29 66,741 31 
= 26, Surveying Harbors, - + - | . 18,800 00 18,800 00 
1838. | EG i 
May 15, Corps of Cavalry,. ~ > - - 984,842 98 34,842 98 
8. "24, P. S. Wyatt, - - . 600 00 600 00 
Dec. 5, Lease of Capitol, — - ,- - 1,250'00 1,250 00 
1837. o. : . A 
Dec. ,18, Department of Stato, ZENE 66600  . 666 00 
1838. " 
May 17, Astronomical Instruments, +  - 33 00 ^ 33 00 
1839, i : " 9 
Jan, 24, National Library, - - - . 970000 9,70000 ~- 
Appropriations having nospecifie amount appropriated, i 
« 21 Surveying and Advertising City of B ; ^ 
y Á Calhoun, LM 1 '* 9,090 50 
1838. Lo 
May 16,  . Interest on Government dues, 49,902 85° 


EE : ya. 
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STATEMENT of Funded Debt, created by an Act of Congress 
approved February 5, 1840. 


Amount of Promissory Notes, funded to July 
1,1840 -  - $563,300 00 
Amount of Audited Paper, funded to Octo- ` 


Amount of Promissory Notes to make even 
shares, OR 1, 1840, - - 440 80 


$ * 


4 
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STATEMENT D 
| "indem of Change Notes, countersigned by the Comp- 
troller, by an Act of Congress approved. Feb. 5, 1840. 


> 


. TREASURY DEPARTMENT, - P ‘ 
Comptroller's Office, 
Austin, October 1, 1840. 
n ad 


ber 1, 1840, - - - 37,759 20 - 


Aggregate. of the funded'debt, $601,500 00 - 
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Number.” Letter. Pyenomination. ` Amount. 
. From 1 to 3,800, - A, - . ^o $3, $11,400 
© k « A, 2, 7,600 
7 Wai A 7 d. * 3,800 
K u B, » x 2,800 
Total, $26,600 

[Signed] _. > J. W. SIMMONS, 

GE Comptroller. . 
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To the Hon. James H. STARR, : 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


Sim :—In. presenting the first detailed Annual Report froni 
this Office; L would remark, that the accompanying Statemenf 
of the amount of Laud Scrip funded undef the act of May 
18th, 1838, and:of Promissory Notes, and Audited Paper 
funded under the act of February 5th, 1840, are strictly cor 
rect; and that of'the Audited Paper in the Old Fund, if inae 

curate, is not materially so. The examination: and registré 
of the Old Liabilities is not quite concluded, and the amount 
upon the final accomplishment of the work, will be found tof 
exceed that now reported probably about fifteen thousand§ 
dollars. The present item is taken from the books, but ther 
" are, I think, liabilities to the last-named amount, of which nof 
account has ever been'made. The present incumbent of the 
office, on entering upon the duties, found the books so ex% 
tremely deficient from the earliest dates, and the last Semi 
Annual Report made to the Treasury Department, prior tod 
his appointment, so extremely inaccurate, that scarcely anya 
reliance was to be placed upon the prima facie appearancd 
of the records; and there was no sufficient data upon which 
to predicate those reports which he was expected immediately 
‘to furnish the Department, including one which should havel 
been made three months before his appointment. There hadi 
been a rapid succession of changes in the administration off 
the office—(I think not less than eight, including acting apa 
pointments, within a little more than two years)—and its 
business had been, in consequence, loosely atid irregularly” 
conducted. The occupancy of most of the incumbents was 
^ so brief, that they had scarcely time to make themselves ac-4 
quainted with its duties and its situation.. There had been af 
great deficiency of books from the first, and at the time re- 9 
ferred to, there was no ready means of reference to any of thes 
> business. There, had never been an account opened with any% 
Stockholder—there was but three dates in the whole register 
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- ef liabilities fuanded—about the same number in the register of* * 
issues.—"T'he Semi-Annual Report, which was the only con- 
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densed evidence of the amount held by each stockholder, was ` 

so miserably incorrect that no'reliance was to be placed upon ` 

Ait; and the only wasrto ascertain the true condition of things, 

§ was to examine the liabilities funded: compare them with the . 

Mregister; then with the issue book; then trace out the trans- © — ^. > 

fers, which were many of them very indefinite ;- then aseer- 

B ain the issues upon them; and then open a regular account 

@current. AU this was thé result of having kept no regular set - 

@of books, and was very tedious and troublesome. In many 

cases the actual state of things was difficultto determine, even `` 
from examination of all. the evidences; and, in two or three ` 

cases, never can be determined without" presentation of the 

certificates in.the hands of the stockholders, and some expla- 

nation from them. ‘To effect this object,-and make a final 

adjustment of the accounts, stockholders have been required, 

by advertisement, fo present their certificates whenever they ' 

tall for inférest—a rule-which seems not to have been hereto- 

fore enforced. : JN. i : "E 

i In examining the condition of the office, some transfers were 

ound, made upon loose pieces of paper, lying in a Book-case, 

among other vouchers of yarious descriptions, unlabelled, 

tnassorted, and unrecorded, amounts of stock standing upon 

the semi-annual’ report to the credit of individuals who, in - 

some eases, never had owned them; and, in others, had long 

before transferred them. ` In one instance; a certificate of stock + 

had been re-issued upon statement.of loss of the original ; and 

teth original and duplicate have been since transferred, and l 

the two transfers are written upon the book within dn inch of — 7 

each other. ; mv = : 

; The only receptacle possessed by the office for the safe-. i 

keeping of the funded liabilities, was a rickety pine book-case, AD AM 

which could be opened without a key, by forcing out the sides, "EE 

with the hand. Considering that those liabilities were only ` TE 

partially cancelled, and those which were so, admitted of easy ` 

alteration, so as to present their original appearance and cur- reis 

ency, it is a matter of special good luck that they had not ` 

been long ago removed from-the office. Examination, how- 

ever, proves that but very few drafts are missing, atid those of . 

small value, and. that there are several in the office of which’.  " 

i$ yet no record has been found. > It is indeed ‘extremely pro- 
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bable that most of those now missing, may be produced when. 

ever all the papers of the office have been fully searched, as in 

| NE several cases drafts have been found enveloped. in papers 

t 
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E which had no connection with them; or it is possible tha 
^ those of which, there is no account, and which .have no enve-: 
lope, or explanatory paper accompanying, may have been sub- 

stituted for the absent ones, in making even amounts. 

- In some cases, it was found: that stockholders had been 
over-paid; in others, that they had not received their full 
dnes. "This arose, as is supposed, from not requiring the pred 
'sentation of certificates when interest was paid, and powers of 
attorney for the receipt of interest money had been received andi 
acted upon, whieh were entirely inefficient. This order ofthinps 
has been changed. There has been an effort to systematize the 
' business of the office. Accounts have been opened with each 
stockholder, beginning with the first issue, and due note madd 

; of all funding and transferring. An interest account has als 
` been opened, and the prévious over-payments of course ar 
deducted from the amounts now due. By this means, therd 

i will be little; if any, loss from excess of payments. AlL transi 
fers are made in due legal form upon a book kept for thy 
purpose, and when certificates | are issuéd, note is made oppo; 
site the numbers upon what account they were issued. ‘Th 
certificates transferred, are regularly cancelled, enveloped 
endorsed, and filed away, and ‘form a repetition of the evis 
dence furnished by the Issue-Book and the Transfer-Booki 
m In ease of funding, the same course is observed with the lia i 
bilities received, anda record is made of them, and the iu 
: celling of all'papers is performed by the Comptroller when hd 
passes them, by placing a'stamp upon one end, and cutting à 

large triangular piece out of the other. Notarial authentica] 

tion is required to all powers of attorney. The various impor] 

tant papers.of the office have ‘been collected, endorsed, and 
filed, and, so soon as practicable, a descriptive ‘record will be 
made of. them. Every paper of sufficient value, including 
blank certificates of stock, is kept in an iron safe, and every 

. precaution taken to prevent loss. It has been found on exe; 

, mining the old register of liabilities funded, that in some cases 

. ‘cash balances had been paid in to make even amoünts.— 
These amount in all to, perhaps, three Hune dollars, and 
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are not to be ‘found in the office. 
certificates were to be engraved for the ten per cent, fund then 
exeated, of the denominations of one thousand, five hundred, 
and one hundred dollars. The thousands were’ never en- 
_graved, for want of sufficient funds, and the whole amount 
of stock issued, has been in the two lesser denominations. 
By that act, similar certificaygs were ‘to be engraved for the 
eight per cent. fund, Thes® have never been executed for 
the same reason which prevented the engraving: of the thou- 
- sands in the other,stock. - There has However been no require- 
ment for them as yet, as will appear by reference to the tabu- 
* Jar poruo of the Report. > — 
E CHARLES DE MORSE. 
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REPORT OF THE Stock ONNETON to the Secretary of | 
the Arete for the year ending 30th RE, 1840, 


sve xem 
Tt Ll 


Audited Paper funded up to “ Ist of 
: January, 1840, at which Wate the 
, Books of the Old Fund were closed ; 


1 

t ? 

| s bylaw, .’- "$757,151 68 
à 


ae og? Hae tS 


Issued to Swartwout: add others, by act: i 
' of January 26th, 1839, - | ^ 13,948 32 i 
P: Land ‘ Scrip funded to Ist January, 


l 1840, 132,800 acres for which Certi- l 
pi ficates of Stock have been issued, as, 
bo. per law pf May 18th, 1838, for -- . 66 ,A00 00 
i * z 
' “ Total amount of Old Fund, $837 ,500 00 
: l Promissory Notes, funded under act of 
d February 5th, 1840, in the Ten per t 
td Cent. Fund, | previous to the lst July, . SAND 
H 1840, - $745,500 00 
, > Audited Paper in ‘the Ten per "Cent. 
|  , Fund, up to the 30th Sept, 1840, 38,200 00 
. Total améunt New Fund, at this date, > 779,569 00 W 
T Total amount of Certificates of Stock, s O 
E issued in New Fund, -  - S601, $601,500 100 00 


+ 


Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
nee in the Bight per vents Fund, sin 00 


ee 
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LE Amount of interest paid, on Old Fund, , i ^! 
T from 1st October; 1839, to 30th Sep- ES : 4A 
INA tember 1840, . > E M $41,001 78 ' ] 
D ? A — -A 
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Ámountofinterestdue on theOld Fund. - =: 
on October 1st, 1840, - - - ` $87,750 00 
' Amount of interest that will be due on . 
"the Old Fund, on the 1st Mareh, ds - 
1841, for half year preceeding, - ` -— 41,875 00 
. Amount of interest that will be due on ' 
.the Old Fund, on the Ist. September, — : 
1841, for half year Preceding, - + 41,875. 00 


-— 


Total amount of intérest due on Old 
Fund, for 1840 ànd 1841, JE m ES 500 00 


Se MENU PRG 


Amount of iriterest on Promissory N otes, 
Ten per Cerit. Fund, by act of Feb- ,.. 
ruary 5th, 1840, payable. in Goldor  " l 
. Silver, due on the 15th “December, : 


t 


~ 


1840,. - -= PEE . $937,008 45 . 
Amount of interest on Audited Paper, a ee ie 

payable in Gold or Silver, düe on |. A : 

March Ist, 1841, - ' 4,910 00 


Amount of interest in ‘Promissory Notes, l 
páyable in Gold or Silver, due on the "n 
15th June, 1841, - - i 37,068 45 
Amount ofr interest on Audited Pajer, 
- payable 1n Gold or reni due on the  . E X 
Ist September; 1841, : Ph usns 1,910 00 


Total amount of interest on. the New wae 
Fund, for the year 1840 and: 1841, 41 E VE 956. 90 


E: 
mount of Hight per Cont. Bonds of. the Republic, en- 


dorsed by the Steck Commissioner, registered in his affice, 
and returned to the. Treasury Department: 


150 of the denomination of - ` $500 $75 000400 
250 of the denomination of ~ | T 100 ~. 25,000 00 


4 


— 
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Total amauntof Bonds issued, ` $100,000 00 


l 
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STATEMENT of Interest paid for each month, from dst of 


October, 1839, to September, 30th, 1840; Wd 4 
‘October, 1829, © - - - . - $3,585 00. 
November, “  - - - -~= = 2,870 00 


December, “ - c * - 5,275 00 
January, 1840, -> ; "910 00 
February, “ NE MG Se 120 00° 
March, “ <- .- - - = 12,795 00 
Apil ^ & =, ewe 8,340 00 
May, . o8 -. 7 - o  . 1935 00 


$ 
t 
4 
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$ z 
June, aM - - -7 = 1,211 78 
"M 0 Hy, 49 0:5. =, + -.150 00 
^. August,  *. EE al ae - A5 00 ° 
Sepiember, “ 2-75 2 = = .2 2,955 00 
, & t " pis r 
Total ! for 1839. and. 1840, $41,091 78 
e Bs g a 
: CHARLES DE MORSE,  * 
- Stock Commissioner. ,’ 
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The Commissioner of Revenue's Report was withdrawn 
from the House of Representatives by leave. I called upon 
Tum for a copy for the Printer, which he refused to furnish. 

p. ls HUMPHREYS, Clerk. 
E» t 
P. W. HUMPHREYS, Esa., 
Chief Clerk of the House of TE 

Sır:—The Annual Report of this Office being very long, 
and not being allowed to employ a Clerk at this period, it will 
be impossible to comply with your request to furnish a copy 
of it for the Printer, A copy was furnished to the Senate also 
by the Treasury Department, and should be, if not misplaced, 
among the papers of that body. Twill, however, state to you, 
that the Secretary of the Senate informed me that the copy of 


my Report, furnished the Senate, was taken away from the . 


Senate Chamber e Senator Gaines, and never returned. 
. LAWRENCE STICKNEY, 
Commissioner of Revenue. 
Office of Commissioner of Revenue, , 
May 1st, 1841. 


——* 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, ) 
Austin, October 31st, 1840. | 
His Excellency MrRgABEAU B. Lamar: 

Srr:—I have the honor transmit herewith the copies of the 
Treasurer’s Quarterly Report; marked A, B and C, showing 
the receipts and expenditures of the past fiscal year, to be 
transmitted to Congress. 

Also, a Condensed Statement of the same, marked D, which 
will be found more convenient for reference. 

Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. SEVEY, 


& 


# 


Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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DR. Republic of Texasin Act Current with D. P. Barhydt, 


To Amount of Promissory and Change 


[14 


Kc 
* 


Notes disbursed upon appropriations 
as per Monthly Statement, part being 
taken from re-payments of the Post- 
Master-General, and M. B. Lamar,* 
Amount disbursed on Drafts of the 
Post-Master-General and M. B. La- 
mar, drawn on re-payments made by 
them to the late Treasurer, which 
were subject to their orders, - 


Balance, - - - - - 


. To Balance carried forward, - E " 


$603,169 36 


12,179 6l 


16,577 70 


autumat td, 


$031,926 67 


MÀ 


$16,577 70 
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MENT A. 


Acta Treasurer, for the Quarter ending June 30, 1840. CR. 


By amount of Promissory and Change Notes 


rec'd from A. Brigham, late Treasurer, 
of the amount deposited with him by the 


Sec’y of the Treasury; for disbursément, 


Anm't of Promissory and Change Notes 
rec'd from A. Brigham, late Treasurer, 
being re-payments to him by the Post- 
M.-General and M. B. Lamar, placed in 
deposite, and subject to their orders, 
Promissory and Change Notes rec’d from 
the Treasury Dept. for disbursement, 
Promissory and Change Notesrec’dfrom 
Customs, as per Monthly Statements, 


Promissory Notes and Audited Paper ` 


rec’d from Land. Dues as iu only 
Statements, - 

Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
rec’d from Direct Tax, as per Mong 
Statements, -  - 

Promissory Notes and Audited "Paper 
received from cenges, as por irene 
Statements," - 

Promissory "Notes & audited paper reed 
from Fines, as per Monthly Statements, 
Promissory. and Change Notes received 
from Galveston iA as pes Money 
Statements, - 

Promissory Notes and Audited Paper, 
recd from Austin City Lots, as pe 
Monthly Statements, - 


$18,443 89 


99,419 27 
447,400 01 
47,755 68 


1,790 90 
2,000 31 


5 
690 37 
25 Q0 


$00 95 


12,700 31 


—— 


$631,926 67 
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‘To Balance brought forward, ` - 


* 


TTREASURER'S'OFFICE, / 
June 31th, 1840. 5 


— 


l 


* Of this amount, ninety-four thousand four hundred and twenty-four dd 
of the Old Issue, bearing 1nterest, audited and cancelled, aud redeemed, both 


. Examined, and adinitted to settlement, for the above balance 


and seventy cents. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, / 
i July 1st, 1840. - \ 


DR. Republic of Texas in Act Current with D. P. renee 


To part of the balance due the Republic, on 
settlement for the last Quarter, which 
consisted of Audited Paper and Promis- 
sory Notes of the Old Issue, not reissua- 
ble, cancell’d and register'd by the Trea- 
surer, and delivered to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, after making settlement, 

* Amount of Government Bonds and Pro- 
missory and. Change Notes disbursed 
upon appropriations, as per Monthly 

' Statements, 

Amount of ‘Promissory Notes disbursed 
in redeeming Promissory Notes of the 
Old Issue, bearing interest, audited and 
cancelled, 


- - - ~ 


a 


- - - - 


Am't carried over, 


- 


$8,537 67 


381,924 93 


19,795 00 
$402,486 90 
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By balance remaining inthe Treasury: 
In Promissory and Change Notes, $8,040 03 
in Cancelled Promissory Notes 
and Audited Paper, - - 8,537 67 


s 


MÀ n —— —— 


$16,577 70 . 


[Signed] l D. P. BARHYDT, 
Acting Treasurer, 


lars, ($94,494 00) was for the amount of the principal of the Promissory Notes 
principal and interest, by Warrants, on the Treasury, 


of sixteen thousand five hundred: and" seventy-seven dollars 


[Signed] JAMES H. STARR, 
S. Secretary of the Treasury. 


MENT .B. i ; 4 
Actg Treasurer for the Quarter ending Sept. 30,1840. CR. 


By balance due on settlement at close of the 
last Quarter, - — - - =e $16,577 07 
* Amount of Eight per Cent. Government 
Bonds and Promissory and Change 
Notes, received from the Secretary' of 
the Treasury for disbursement, — - 374,000 00 . 
4^ Promissory and Change Notes deposited 
by Thomas Simons, administrator as 
belonging to the succession of Warren 


Aborn, deceased, - - - - 283 25 
* Promissory and Change Notes received 
from Customs per Monthly Statements, 831 98 


* Promissory Notes and Audited: Paper 
received from Land Dues,as per Monthly 
Statements, - oe. oc - 5,811 32 


Y 
—À 


Amt carried over, B y $497,504 25 
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Àmt bro't forward, " 


To Amount disbursed on Drafts of the Post- 


a 


Master-General from the amount sub- 
ject to his orders, - - - - 
Amount of Audited Paper received from 
Revenue not reissuahle, registered and 
cancelled, and deposited with the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, - 

Amount of Promissory Notes of the Old 
Issue received from Reveaue not reis- 
suable, registered and cancelled, and 
deposited with the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury, `- - - - - 
* Balance - - - "OE 
" 
'TREASURER'S OFFICE, i 


September 30th, 1840. — 4 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balance 
and twenty-five cents. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


October ist, 1840. 


1 


-x 


tUm 


$ 402,486 90 


29,269 11 


16,790 80 


305 00 
19,697 25 


$468,549 06 


——À aeaiŘŮĖ— 


\ 
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By 
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Amt bro't forward, - 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Direct Tax as per Monthly 
Statements, - - - - - 
Promissory Notes received from Licen- 
ses, as per Monthly Statements, - 
Promissory Notes received from Galves- 
ton Lots, as per Monthly Statements, 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Austin Lots, as per 
Monthly Statements, - 
Promissory Notes and- Audited Paper, 
received from Donations, as per Month- 
ly Statements, - - - - 


—— — PR 


By balance remaining in the Treasury : 
In Promissory and Change Notes 
for disbursement, - 

In Special Deposite, SENE 


— MÀ —MHÀ— 


[Signed] 


: $497,504 25 


12,703 85 
200 00 


3,367 20 


54,722 20 


51 56 


—— 


$468,549 61 


$19,414 00 
283 95 


$19,097 25 


D. P. BARHYDT, 


Acting "Treasurer. 


of nineteen thousand six.hundred and ninety-seven dollars 


[Signed] 


WM. SEVEY, 


Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


* 
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i DR. Republic of Texas in Act Current with A. Brigham, 
To amount disbursed on appropriations, and 
i in redeeming Promissory Notes of the | 
Old Issue.audited and cancelled, a a 30 | 
* Amount disbursed in redeeming Promis- ' 
t d sory Notes of the Old Issue, bearing 
P interest, not audited and cancelled, viz: 
` Principal, - $26,014 00 
E Interest, 10 percent. 2,691 40- 29,615 00 
; * Balance, - - - = - 2.601 40 
E 
$1,872,880 14 
* 


MENTEC.. | Ps "a M 
bio ae from October 1st, 1839, to ave 12th, 1840. CR.' 


te. 


s 


By balánce on hand for disbursement,' as per' NE 
Report, to 30th: September, 1839, $102,480 75 
*, Cash received from the Secretary oí the aere pos 
a“ Treasury for.disbursement, -- - 1,324,404 38 
* « Unexpended recruiting fonds aed 


by Major P. S. Wyatt, » - - - . 600 00 * 
. * Re-phyments made by theP.-Master-Gen- 
* eral and M. B. Lamar of cu included 
in the' disbursements charged in this y: 

. aécount, as drawn by them on-Warrants, 99,419 27 . 
« Cash received from ihe Treasury De- i 
partment for redesining old issue, ^. 29,605 40 


, © Revenue receipts trom Customs, — - . 118,233 46 
." 'Revénue receipts from Land Dues, Direct, E E te 
Tax and Licenses, - - 98,948 01: 
« Revenue receipts from Dues on Patents, ` 180 00 


E 7 thy « í, Galveston Lots, , §,654 56 
eo oc ee « Austin Lots, 91, 552 31 
|" " Revenue receipts from sale of President's l 3 
House and Lot in Houston, . - - 1,752 00 "m 


————— 
y 


i ; . $1,872,830 14 N 7 
By balance brought down, - - ' $319,813 44 . v 
There having been reissued i : pe 
from the Revenue received, $119,594. 53 : 
the above balance is made : n 
up of cash for disbursement, 123,087 69 — MET 
ànd of eash remaining in i ZO 
- deposit of the Reveriue re- i ps 
ceived/ = — - - 196,725 8l , 
d Tri 4 7 sx t \ ; \ 
; f P, « 
"Bo. . E P " 
RT "use us EET g : 


T ae! Bag ome BRN + IE 
RS at oils : 


`. " 1840—Audited Drafts, : ' 158,265 26 . ' 
, D. P. Barhydt, up to 30th Sept., 


_ A. Brigham, up to April 12, 1840, 158, 495 98 
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"DOCUMENT D. 


STATEMENT from the Treasurers Repòrt for the fiscal 
` year, 1840—( from 30th September, 1839, to 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840.) ‘ 


RECEIPTS. 
Promissory Notes. 
A. Brigham, upto April 12, 1840, $1, 136, 520 00 ' 
D. P. Baihydt, from 13th April, 
up to 30th September, 1840, 695,500 00. 3 


$1,832,020 00 | 
Change Notes. =` . | 


A. Brigham, up to April 12, 1840, ! 700 00 | 
D. P. Barhydt, to 30th Sept., 1840, 25,900 00^ - 
————— Bid 00 
A. Brigham, up- to 12th ‘April, , PME 
1840-—Promissory Notes, 149,005 72  ' 
‘A. Brigham, up to 12th April, 


— 


D. P. Barhydt, ùp to 30th Sept, , . 
1840—Promissory Notes, ' 122,154 15 - 


* 1840—Audited Drafts, ' 22.197 AT: 
Total Revenue from sundry sources, —— $451, 676 60 


Government Drafts on Hamilton | 
and Burnley, ———— $158,496 98 
D.P. Barhydt, to 30th Sept., 1840, 100,000 00 > 
Government 8 per Cent. Bonds, pee EOD. 000 00 
pm - ' ' $2,568,791 58: 
“EXPENDITURES. cr 


A. Brighani; up to April 12, 1840, $1,453,630 43. 
D.P.Barhydt, to 30thSept., 1840, - 1 (038, 967 31 i 


2,492,107 Z 
' Deduct of this amount of Promišsory Notes | 
redeemed, cancelled, and in Deposit, E 317,445 a 


Total Papengitares, m sum o4 $2, 174,752 A 
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ANNUAL REPORT . 
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THE SECRETARY or WAR: 


SEPTEMBER 30. 1840. 
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H 
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: . . WAR DEPARTMENT, * e 
City of Austin, Sept. 30th, 1840, 


(To His EXCELLENCY, 
|, The President of the Republic of Texas : 
| IR :—in accordance with Official duties, the following Re- 

port is most respectfully submitted to your. Excellency, pre- 
 senting a general view of the several branches of the Depart- 
| ment over which I have the. honor to preside, together with 
| the reports of the chiefs of Military Bureaux, connected with 
_ said Départment. ' 

‘These reports, herewith communicated, will lis found, marked 
; from No. 1'to 6, giving a detailed statement of all matters. 
' connected with the Militar y proceedings-of the present year: 
“The heads of Military Bureaux, with those employed to aid 
them, have performed, their duties with an ability and dili- 
gence worthy the highest’ commendation. Through their . 
» exertions system has been established and accountability se- 
| cured. Notwithstanding the inconvenience, as well as the im- 
, possibility. of a unfon of the Adjutant and Inspector-General's 
f duties, no material injury has’ accrued to the service, though 


v 


f 
r 


OA 7 E nón P ee MG a OES PE Pee o ee $ - Ar E " 
ay £ - 


116 : 


in active operations, such an union- would be found imprac- 
ticable. -I would, therefore, most respectfully suggest a division 
of the duties, as the Adjutant-General is, by law, required to 
yemain’at Head-Quarters, while the duties of the Inspector- 
General demand his presence with the troops to be inspected, 

I will avail myself, of this opportunity to present to your Ex- 4 
cellency, for the information of the nation, a connected view | 


RR t 


‘of the lands, granted under donation and bounty claims, from 


the 12th June, 1837 to the 30th Sept., 1840, inclusive. t 

By reference to previous Reports from this Department, il 
will be found, that from the 12th June, 1837, to the 30th Sept..! 
1839, Certificates have been issued for A, 163 AO acres. Thed | 
issues made up to this date, 30th Sept., 1840, are 326,560, mak- ] 
ing the grand aggregate of 4,490,300 acres. The Report from’ 
the Land Desk of this Department is hérewith transmitted. 

The authority granted by an act 01 1938, to raise 840 troops, 
rank and file, for “the defence of the ‘Northern and Western’ 
Frontiers, has not been attended with the success anticipated 4 
by its authors.’ Every effort had been made by my predecessor 4 
to carry out the provisions of seid act, and since my induc 
tion to o these efforts have been continued without a suc- 
cessful result. We have found 1t unnecessary, for reasons too i. 
apparent to mention, to establish recruiting stations within the. 3 
limits of'our Republic ; and the cost attending foreign stations, | 
combined with the expense of transporting troops from abroad, 
would very greatly éxceed tne amount appropriated for thei 
contemplated object. The largest number of recruits wef 
have been able to command, have not exceeded five hundred į 
and sixty, rank and file, and we have at present, in active | 
service, only five hundred and forty. "This fact will, I trust, 
satisfactorily explain tlie cause, why troops have not been sta- ! 
tioned at the several posts, designated by legislative enactments. ; 
It will be seen, by calculation, there was a deficit of five com- 
panies, which deficit rendered impossible the’ location of com-. i 
panies at all points designated by Congress. | 

The Act referred to, did not specify the m of Non- ef 
Commissioned Officers to each company, or/the compensation M9 
to be allowed for such officers. Thé law being silent on 
the subject of their number and pay, that, matter “of course, | 
would be settled by the lawe and regulations pu^ the Unite | 
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States, touching that subject, they having been adopted in cases 


where our legislation was silent. Though a different. impres- 


sion has heretofore existed, and the Non- Commissioned Offi- 
cers have received no additional’ pay for.their services; my 
object in this’comniunication, is to call the direct attention of 
Congress to the fact, that they have performed their extra du- 
: tes without extra pay. - 
The amount of one hundred and four thousand six hundred 
| and thirty-eight, dollars thirty-nine cents was appropriated by 
 ameunt was disbursed by my prédecessor, in equipments, 
arms, munitions of, war, clothing, &c., necessary for the ser- 
vice. “For more detailed information on'the subject, the ac- 
counts current are herewith transmitted, showing the. time 
| wnen, and the manner in which the different amounts have 
been appropriated. 
I now beg leave to call your attention to the length of fron- 
tier hne proposed’ to be defended, combining that Jength with 


ern bank of Red River to the River Nueces is not less than four 
-hundred miles ;—immediately on that line is located our Seat 
of Government, the depository of the Archives.of the nation, 
‘a point as much exposed, if not more, than any other in this 
| extended line, to Indian or Mexican aggression, for the reason 


the circumstances in, which we are placed. From the West-- 


L3 


| the Act of 1838 to this Depar tment. "Phe greater part of this, . 


that it is equally exposed, and the motives for attack by our ` 


enemies infinitely stronger than any other point. Works for 
t 
| Capital, and preservation of our Archives. An additional num- 
"ber of troops were also stationed near, during the period of 
|, alarm, to give the necessary protection. : 
' Jnformation was communicated to the Department through 
pus sourees, (our sples and. out-posts,) that a com- 


"defence were therefore ‘constructed for the protection of our < 


'bined Mexican and Indian expedition was in readiness to - 


| make a descent on this place. Relying on the truth of this 
| information, as we were bound to do, (from its somice) the 
‘most active and efficient measures were taken to counter act 
j and defeat this combined design of ‘our enemies. ' Little 


jüme was left for preparation—none for organization. ‘The, 


, militia, of thirteen counties were ordered out, en MASSE: to. 


; repel this threatened’ invasion. A combination of fortuitous: 


wee 
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circumstances prevented the accomplishment (on the part oi 
our enemies) ofan enterprise judiciously arranged, and of easy 
execution, in the condition we were then placed. it will be 
recollected that we had not an organized militia; the only 
possible mode, therefore, of meeting and repelling our enemies, 
(should they come) was by a call, en masse, or, in other words, 
an appeal fo the patriotism of our citizen-soldiers, most con 
` Venient to the point of danger. This mode was adopted, an 
Subsequent eyents have too clearly demonstrated its propriei 
to require comment on the subject. 

It is with regret, that f, át this date, have to commuhicate 


to your Excellency the continued existence of th edesideratum, 


rendering, in cases of emergency, a call, en masse, necessary. 


. The organization of our militia, is not yet completed. The: 


performance of that important service, was committed to the: 
Chief Justices of the respective counties, with the hope that 
they would find leisure to accomplish a work so important— 
Many of them made returns which were reported in the last 
annual communication. ‘Those returns were made previonsé 
to the election of the Major-General, Brigadier-Genérals'og 
Field-Officers. Since their election, efforts, have been making 
to complete this severed work, which, Í trust, in a shor} 
time will be accomplished. 1 
Animated as this: Government has bean, by a laudable d» | 
sire to pacificate the Indian tribes within our on objegty 


Government, whose policy i is equally advanced by an annoy 1 
ance of us, or the destruction of their Indian allies. Tt wig) 
be seen that; early in the present year, instructions ‘were given? 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher, then in command of Bexar, to] 
invite a conference, or hold a talk with the Chiefs of the 
Comanche tribe of Indians, who were known to have in theirs 
possession, in a most wretched state of captivity; many of ouy 
citizens, both male and female, the recital of whose sufferings, ¢ | 
could not fail to shock every feeling of humanity. The object 
of this conference, or talk, was to purchase the prisoners ing 
their possession, and, if possible, to treat with them for peacegg 
Commissioners were accordin gly appointed on the part of Go-3 
vernment, to meet the Chiefsin the town of Bexar, for the 
purpose of carrying out theabove objects. Phe result of thatt 
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| Xussion will be found insthe report of Colonel H. McLeod, 
ace fo this Department, (os one of the Commissioners,) of - 
ied. “Oth March, 1840, which report is herewith :. ^2nsmitted, 
paket F, EE 
| t iswih mingled feelings of gratulation ahd pride, that I 
| nto leet to your Excellency the uniforru success of our 
| ns Hoe .er an oportunity has offered for their use, Not 
Conr bos beca fakes off by our savage foe. Thei 


Me Pa or 
Lino GF gur oops. ut pe -uost exposed, has prevented 
fle lve and saececsful operations of our army will be found 
ripateparis of deers comipanding, marked A, B, C and E. 
X convucsdatlon-cannot be awarded to the gallant 


She fepo.t cf their a ‘evements will bo fourd in communi- 
viur rads to the .. tment by Major-General Felix 
fr, ssa, marked Tand d. . 

Tias recent elaadestine invasion of Indians and Mexicans, 


van hes very justly aensed theindignation of the nation, 
sco adare aeesssary a decisive step on the part of the Go- 
mermant if prevent the recurrence of such an event ; policy 
uns. l aad the neuon demands it, Under these convic- 
i 4 aufhadty hes been granied to Major-General Felix 
i ; to xis by dref or volunteer enroliment, sixteen 
Juss Men, to Curry the war hoine to those savage enemies, 
vhose.known mode of warfare is plunder, conflagration and , 
murder, “without regard to sex, age'or condition. These 
i olves, in human form, should have the wolf's head placed 
gupon them and be treated accordingly ; for it has.been most 
pustly remarked by a distinguished patriot of bur country, 
that-humanity to them would be cruelty to ourselves.” —— 
The state of feeling éxhibited by their late depredations, will, 


23 ihemer gnevous of ali ine evils incident to savage war. ,, 


r ‘ng on the Colorado River. "Their gallantry, 
je teney have ever been evinced in the hour of 
nl "To them the nation owe a debt of gratitude, 
Mt ey ""iry from ihe ignominy of permitting ^ 
Koen iava >. +, inpunished for their temerity; and 
n 9,1 fush taught ti 2 lesson that will be remembered 

ho ign fhe present ge eration of saveges. : 


da ug through au uninhabited section of our country, pene- > 


# ug to the coast, «nd destroying a flourishing town on tide- ` 
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' ing between two tribes of Indians within our own limits, th 
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I have no doubt, arouse je patriotisih of the nation, and give 
‘success to the contemplated enterprize. U 
I now beg leave to call your.attention to the relations exist 


Tonkahua and Lipan tribes. "They are in amity with us, ang 
on all occasions; have been willing to unite in prosecuting 
the war against the Comanches, our common enemy.- The gir 
cumstances in which they aré placed; are not only inconvenien 
to them, but burthensome to i Experience has proven, fro 
the earliest settlement of this cositinent, that the association di 
the aborigines (Indians) with the Anglo- Americans has,in 
stead of i improving them, uniformly led’ to their degeneratio 
and corruption. With a knowledge of thisfact." — * 
as far as practicable guard against the degenerar” 


tion of men, who have been, and are still; usef ` , de 
pendent of the policy, humanity demands | RAN ga 
would, therefore, suggest, for your con > ' "' pr, d 


ty of appropriating for their use, a pc ' "  gnsettlea d 
main, with agents, under legislative | seks fo t" sila 
wants, and to facilitate their limited v, dies 
I take the liberty, in connection * athe OLAT 
to report your letter of date, April” —,' iU. Pressed gab 
authorities and people ofthe province ofa Bo. Awana 
the importance of this subject, in e nation. «7. fave "t 
knowing the early period at which your: E |o er cuu dp 
ed to it, “Tam constrained, by a sense of Wir.» so opes 
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‘remarks as present themselyes to mym BÜTPURC as 


This branch of trade is vestly &mport. nt s tto ees, 
The specie medium, by which it is carri 5 dob ba Hat iC 
valuable than any other commercial opei: :; HG Nat iy a 
us. When we estimate the geographica! ston tajesey u. 
ports of entry, for the accommodation c in. Sue M Se 
branch of trade, we cannot but þe strus? sif tray og fe 
of giving it an immediate diversion thm uz : Cie Se auth 
nel. The trade of Santa Fé'is at present i; tuys be o6 Lr Us 
merchants of the United States, and présvectod by thers at 
cost and hazard almost incalculable. . csv its cea ee z D 
fact the profifs attending it are immense: Phe are, D 
chandize employed, amounting to betwean te uty 5v, ld 
lions of dollars annually, are purchased : panel ty ac fhe at 
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f Philadelphia. ‘They are taken from thence, by waggons or 
anal-boats, to Pittsburg on the Ohio River, there placed in 
team-boats to travel down the Ohio to its mouth, thence 
own the Mississippi to the junction of the Arkansas or Mis- 
souri Rivers, thence up said rivers to the nearest point of land 
ommunication with Santa Fé, which nearest point 1s up- 
vards of one thousand miles, by an almost impracticable road, 
md indeed deficient in water, during the summer months, 
ihe only season in which the journey can be made with toler- 
able comfort. 

The trade, after taking this circuitous ronte, concentrates 
at Santa Fé, the first and only place on the whole route of 
more than one thousand miles by land, where the merchan- 
bsc ean either be exchanged or vended. The United States’ 
es Ope dao rurose oi their goods, and the merchants of that 
FUR ga ug uw ordinary profits to the traders of Ar- 

de 1 Ye sS our, Subply the interior towns ofthe Norther: 

io eee a Vo. D ochilor 102 5 Are H oa dirt ^ e Y 
ae WE ..4Cen GUL Coe ot hama Fé. ‘Bho dis- 
wuts porto of oot; on our Westorp bays,--uay. Mala- 

toda of Aransag,---fu punta fe, does not extend aghi Fan 

QU thoes, Chron a Sue greaing ano well-vrarered seite. 
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neat Taication. opening tae read and giving tull protecuon 
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Road, authorized by the Act of 1838. ‘These companies are 
under the command of the Colonel of the Regiment, aided by 
an able Engineer, as the law directs. It will commence on 
the Western bank of the Red River and extend to the Presidic 
crossing of the Nueces. This road, extended to Santa Fé, 
would make the distance from the latter place to this city, 
(Austin,) not more than six hundred miles. This work ac- 
complished, the commercial advantages accruing to our coun- 
try would be incalculable. I therefore earnestly trust, that 
your efforts will be continued to the consummation of a de- 
sign so important to the nation. 

Permit me now to call the attention of your Excellency to, 
the Act, approved 3d February, 1840, making appropriations 
for the current year. The first section of said Act makes an 
appropriation of ninety-three thousand three ^ dred and 


seventy-four dollars, ($93,374,) for the supr , Bust 
Regiment of Cavalry, with the addition of fou “tg 


the Regiment. The fourth and last section directs “that 
nothing in the Act shall be so construed as to authorize the 
raising and equipping, paying or subsisting any Regiment o: 
Corps of Cavalry, authorized to be raised by any former Ac 
of Congress" ‘The Ordnance Department and Medical St 
were, I have no doubt, inadvertantly omitted *» “hy Appropn. 
ation Bill. An Ordnance Department js jndispensable to: 
nation involved in war. A Medical'Staff would lessen very 
greatly the cost of attendance or, ‘the sick and wounded of ou 
army. 2 
Much as we may be o%posed to the expense of an army, ne 
, cessaty to the defence of our extended frontier, it is an evil in 
cident to war, over which we have no control. Surrounded 
we are by enenes, who have heretofore, and can now selec 
their time, ior attack upon any and every unprotected poini 
throughout the line of this vast frontier, the fifteen companies 
propssed to be raised, adequately provided for, would, (in my 
jvagment,) be equal to our defence between the Nueces ant 
‘ned River, the most exposed and vulnerable frontier within 
our limits. - | 
The experience of the world has proven conclusively, tha: 


i 


organization and system, are necessary to the successful opera: 


D 


tion of all human institutions: without them, disorder and anar 
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chy must necessarily result. Even in times of peace, those who 
claim to be nations, have a well-organized army as a nucleus 
on which to form for grand defence in the event of war, to 
which all are exposed. How much more necessary then is it, 
for a pation who has war upon her, to provide a well organ- 
wed army ? . Without such provision, she would lose the at- 
tributes of a nation, and present to the world a regular anom- 
aly, à nation at war without an army. If organization, then, 
is necessary, should we not make it as perfect as the experience 
of the civilized world will enable us? The system of the 
United States has been adopted by us—we have attempted no 
improvement on her plan, or can we limit it, without detn- 
ment to the service. J trust, therefore, no innovations will be 
made, asit has already cost much labor and difficulty to intro- 
duce this wholesome and well-timed organization into our 
army. 

However highly the militia of our country may be estimated, 
there is no man more willing than myself to award to them 
the highest praise: they have achieved our independence: 
they are the guardians of our rights, and are now the bulwarks 
of our liberties; but I must be permitted to regard them in a 
more enviable and elevated relation to their country. They 
iurnish the sinews of war: they are the sources of our wealth, 
and without the proceeds of their peaceful] exertions, we must 


cease to exist as a nation. For war, of whatever character it ` 


be, cannot be successfully prosecuted withont money.— 
Through whatever medium we may contemplate the defence; 
necessary for our country,in her present circumstances, we 
cannot fail to come to the conclusion, that a well organized 
regular army combines convenience, economy and efficiency, 
and is, therefore, the mode of defence we should adopt. By 
such an arrangement, we will keep in check our minor ene- 
mies, and, in great emergencies, afford a rallying point, (duly 
organized,) for the militia, the bone and sinew of the nation.— 
They should not be withdrawn from their peaceful pursuits on 
any other than emergent cases. 

The construction of military and commercial roads, com- 
mensurate with the extension of our frontier, are works of 
the first necessity. This work can be accomplished by our 
regular troops on the plan already commenced. An eligible 
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military road has been opened between the Seat of Government 
and the town of Bexar, with a company stationed about mid- 
way on said road, giving full protection to the transportation 
of military stores, or commercial intercourse. The National 
Road from Red River to this place will be completed in the 
course of the present year. The relative cost of militia and 
regular service will be clearly seen, in the report of the Pay 
Department, herewith communicated, (No. 5.) 

When the disbursements of this Department are fairly est- 
mated it will be found to have exercised the most rigid econo- 
my; but when estimated by a currency fluctuating between 
eighty and eighty-four per cent. discount, the amount in dol- 
lars and cents would seem to be a prodigal waste of public 
treasure ; this has been our misfortune, not our fault, for we 
could have no agency in regulating the value of our currency. 
The amount drawn for, by the attached Bureaux, will be seen 
by reference to the Returns of the First Auditor, marked 
No. 6. 

Connected with this Report, will be found the detailed Re- 
ports of heads of Bureaux, connected with this Department, ` 
marked as follows:—The Adjutant and Inspector-Generals’ : 
Report, No. 1; the Quarter-Master-General, No. 2; the Com- 
missary-General, No. 3; Ordnance Department, No. 4; Pay 
Department, No. 5; Returns of First Auditor, No. 6. 

The returns of military commandants, made a part of this © 
report, will be found marked from letter À to O ; all of which 
is most respectfully submitted, 

By your obedient servant, 
B. T. ARCHER, | 
Secretary of War. 


DOCUMENT A 


Engagement with Indians on the 24th Oct., 1839, — — Capt. 
George T. Howard's Command. 


Fort BURLESON, ] “Meste 


* October 29, 1839. 4 


To the Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, t 


_ Secretary of War: x 
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Sır :—I have the honor to report, that, on the morning of “= 


the 24th inst.. between the Gabriel and Little River For ts, as 
I was riding, ‘accompanied by.one of my command, about a 


quarter of a mile in advance of the waggons and their guard, I ` 


discoyered a number of Indians at a distance, and leaving the 

man to watch their movements and endeavor to ascertain their 
numbers, 1 joined my company to put them in a position for 
attack or defence, as circumstances might require. 

The scout came in and reported about one hundred and 
forty Indians. I then took a position in an island of timber, 
forming a breast-work with waggons, which I had barely com- 
pleted when the enemy eame upon us. ‘There were from fif- 
teen to twenty riding around, and, as I thought, endeavoring 
to draw me from my position, Finding that | impossible, they 
drew off to a point of timber, about two hundred and fifty 
yards distant. 

In order to ascertain their numbers with more certainty, 1 
mounted and rode up in their direction, when they withdrew 
into the prairie. As I found that their force did not exceed 
twenty, and some of them had previously rode off in a differ- 
ent direction, (probably to obtain reinforcements,) I took up 

the line of march for the Falls. After instructing Capt. Moore 
and Lieut. Lewis that I would endeavor to provoke them to 
an attack, and to hold themselves in readiness, I, being the best 
mounted, pursued the Indians alone. On reaching the sum- 
mit of a hill in the prairie, I discovered them in advance.— 
‘They immediately turned and gave chase, hoping to cut me 
off, before I could reach my force. I led them back towards 
the waggons, and on their arriving within ahout two hundred 
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yards, Lieut. Lewis and twelve men met me. We then 
charged them (leaving Capt. Moore aud the balance of the 
men to guard the waggons,) aud a skirmish ensued, which last- 
ed about fifteen minutes, when they retreated, leaving three 
men and three horses dead upon the field, besides several who 
rode off, evidently wounded. The state of our horses was 
such, that 1 could not pursue them, as they were mostly 
mounted on fine American horses; and having seen a very 
large trail near Brushy the day before, I thought it most pru- 
dent to proceed on my route. 

We sustained no injury, with the exception of one -horse, 
which was wounded and left behind. 

larrived hereon Manday, the 28th, without further inter- 
ruption ; but from the various trails and signs, I am convinced 
there is a large force hovering about the road frem this place 
to Austin. 

Believing the guard that come with the waggons not suffi- 
cient, I have ordered Lieut. Carson, with thirteen men, to 
accompany Lieut. Lewis. Lieut. Alexander and several of 
the men are down with the fever. ‘There is no Surgeon with- 
in seventy miles of the post. No medicines on hand. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfuly, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE T. HOWARD, 


Capi. Commanding post. 


DOCUMENT B. 


Col. Edward Burleson’s Engagement with the Cherokees, 
, Dec. 26th, 1839. 
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Camp LYNCH, 
December 26th, 1839. 


Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
4 Secretary of War: 
Sir :—I have the honor to report to you the result of an 
engagement had with a party of Cherokee Indians, headed by 
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their Chiefs, * Egg” aud “ John Bowles,” about three miles 
below the mouth of the San Saba River. i 

On the evening of the 23d inst, when about twenty-five 
miles from Pecan Bayou, our scouts having reported the dis- 
covery of a large trail of horses and cattle, bearing south to- 
wards the Colorado, on the following day I changed my 
course, and marched in the direction of the trail, keeping the 
scouts in advance. 

Early on the morning of the 25th, the scouts returned, and 
reported the discovery of an encampment of Indians on the 
west bank of the Colorado, about twelve miles distant. Fear- 
ing that if I waited to surprise them, under cover of the night, 
our position might be discovered during the day by some of 
their scouts or hunters, I ordered the troops to prepare imme- 
diately for action, and took up the line of march about nine 
o'clock, A. M. 

In consequence of the difficulty of approaching the encamp- 
ment, undiscovered, considerable precaution and circumspec- 
tion was necessary. We, however, succeeded in crossing the 
river, a short distance above them, and-arrived within a few 
hundred yards of their encampment, where we were met by one 
oftheir party, evidently sent out with the design of parleying 
with, and detaining us, until they could prepare for battle or 
flight. It was not my intention to fire upon them, could they 
have been induced to surrender ; but perceiving their messen- 
gertaken into custody, they commenced a brisk fire from a 
creek or ravine, in the rear of their encampment, which was 
immediately returned by (B} company, under Capt. Clendenin, 
which was formed under cover of some trees and fallei timber, 
while the rest of the command filed to the right. in order to 
flank their left, or surround them. Before this could be exe- 
cuted, they took to flight, being charged by our advance, and 
a rmnmng fight ensued for about two miles, our whole force 
closely pursuing. 

Favored by the situation of the country—a rocky and pre- 
cipitous ravine and dense cedar-brake—the most of their war- 
riors succeeded in making their escape, leaving six dead upon 
the field. 

The whole of their camp-equippage, horses and cattle, one 
man, five women and nineteen children fell into our hands.— 
Among the prisoners are the mother, three children and two 
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sisters of John Bowles. “Egg” 1s reportéd, by the prisoners, 
to have beeen killed in theaction. Our loss is, one killed and 
one 'l'onkahua wounded. 

We have to regret the loss of our gallant comrade, Captain 
Lynch, of the volunteers, who was killed in the-commence- 
ment of the action, while charging amongst the foremost in 
the advance. He was shot in the breast, and expired almost 
instantaneously. 

In praise of the officers and men, who were engaged in this 
short but decisive affair, I cannot say too much. Each ap- 
peared anxious and determined to do his duty, and I feel gra- 
tified in being thus enabled to bear testimony to their gallant 
conduct. 

The Lipan and Tonkahua Indians have also performed their 
duty with fidelity as scouts, and with bravery in the field. 

The number of Cherokees engaged in this affair I have 
not been able to ascertain with any degree of correctness. 

The prisoners, and papers found with them I send, under 
charge of Lieut. Moran, and a sufficient guard, to Austin. 

To-morrow morning I shall take up the line of march for 
Pecan Bayou, twelve or fifteen miles distant, and scour the 
country, on both sides of that stream, to the forks ; from thence 
I shall proceed to the Brazos. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Infi. 
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Detailed Report of Col. Edward Burleson’s Winter Cam- 
paign against the Comanches. 


, HEAD-QUARTERS, i 
Camp Caldwell, 14th Jan., 1840. | 


Hon. A. Sipnev JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War : 
SIR :—In pursuance to your order of the Lith ult., I opened 
the campaign against the Comanches and other hostile tribes 


of Indians with a force, consisting of four companies of the 
® 
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first regiment of infantry, and a few mounted volunteers under 
the charge of Capt. Caldwell. On the 16th December the 
battalion under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher 
and Major Wyatt, took up the line of march, and proceeded 
north towards the San Gabriel, six miles distant, and encamp- 
ed for the night. : MEC i 
On the 17th, battalion moved up the San Gabriel, in a 
N. W. direction—distance twelve miles. 
18th.— Moved in a N. W. direction, and encamped on the 
sources of the same stream—march, fifteen miles. 
19th.— Proceeded this/day in the same direction eight miles, 
at which camp I came up with and joined the battalion. 
20th.—Moved on to the IN. W., and encamped on the Lam- 
* paces—march, eighteen miles. 4 
2Zist.—Continned our course, and encamped on another 
branch of the Lampaces—march,-eighteen miles, 
22d.—Continued on our course about eight miles, and en- 
camped for the purpose of affording our spies an opportunity 
of reporting. 
23d.—Moved on in the same general direction, ‘The spies 
returned through the day and reported, having made a disco- 
very of some fresh sign, a short distance from us. -Encamped 
for the night, having marched eight miles. 
24th.—This day moved the command east about two miles 
to avoid discovery, and remained until the spies could make a 
thorough examination. About twelve miles the spies caine in 
and reported, having found an Indian camp on the Colorado, 
about nine miles distant. Upon this information I made a 
movement, about three o'clock, P. M., in the direction of the , 
camp, so as to enable me to reach and surprise it during the 
night. Having marched some six miles, and arrived, as I was 
led to believe, within a few miles of the enemy, i halted- the 
troops, and. sent the spies on, in advance, for the purpose of . 
discovering the position of their camp. 1 remained, resting 
on our arms, until one o'clock at night, when the spies com- 
ing in, reported they were unable to find the enemy. I im- 
mediately, however, despatched other spies, with orders to. 
Search out their camp and report to me as early as possible.— 
At eight o'elock in the morning the spies returned and gave 
information of having found the camp about six miles distant, 
à : 
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on the west side of the Colorade. Upon marching the dis 
tance, we found it to be about twelve. 

25th.—The particulars of our march and operations against 
the Cherokee camp, I have had the honor to give you in my 
official report of the 26th ult. 

26th.—Through the best interpreters 1 had, having come 
to the conclusion, that, under the circumstances, from his own 
assertions, and the great anxiety manifested by the squaws, 
the oid Cherokee, whom we had taken prisoner on the pre- 
vious day, could probably induce the remaining portion of 
this party to come in and surrender themselves up as prison 
ers of war, upon terms offered, I ordered him to be liberated, 
and, furnishing him with a horse, suffered him to leave for 
that purpose. 

A portion of this day was occupied in paying the last ho- 
nors to the remains of our comrade and friend, Capt. Lynch. 
He was interred with the honors of war, and received the at- 
tention due to a gallant soldier. 

27th.—'The old Cherokee Indian having failed to come in, 
according to promise, the prisoners were sent to Austin, undet 
a guard, and we took up the line of march for Pecan Bayou, 
at three o'clock, P. M., marching four mies. | 

28th.—Marched to Pecan Bayou. On arriving near that 
River, we discovered two Indians making off from us. The 
Tonkahuas, setting up a cry of Comanches, commenced the 
chase. Captain Caldwell] and the mounted men pursued them 
about two miles, when their camp was found, which the In | 
dians had passed, leaving three horses, their camp-equippage, ' 
some skins and valuable furs, all of which bore testimony of 
their being Shawnee Indians. We camped near the junction 
of this river with the Colorado, and remained until the 1st 
January. I despatched spies from this place across the San 
Saba about twenty-five miles, which was about forty miles 
above its mouth, serding others at the same time about the 
same distance up the Colorado and Pecan Bayou. Having 
made but little discovery of Indian sign, Í proceeded east to- 
wards the Brazos, and crossing a chain of mountains dividing 
the Colorado and Brazos waters, encamped on the 3d on the 
Leon, one of the forks of Little River. 

On the night of the 3d Doctor Beoker and Captain January 
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having been in advance during the day, reported the discove- 
iy of a party of twenty-five or thirty Indians a few miles from 
camp. 


Colonel Fisher and Major Wyatt, with all the mounted men 
ye could raise, in search of them. I proceeded lower down 
he stream about six miles and-encamped, awaiting their re- 
port. The 'fonkatuas joined me at this camp, and reported 
having found the bodies of two men, murdered by the Coman- 
ches, who had deserted the command a few days before, 
which we found to be true. They reported also having seen 
large force of ninety or one hundred Indians near the party 
under Col. Fisher. f instantly marched to the ground indi- 
cated, but the enemy had disappeared, and the mounted party 
were retarning to camp in another direction. 


— 


discovered about an equal number of Comanches, and in- 
santly charged upon them. The enemy fled and were 
chased for three miles as rapidly as the weak condition of our 
horses would permit. They, however, escaped into the 


fortified our camp at this p'ace, and leaving a guard under 
Lieut, Lewis, I proceeded with our main force on the morning 
ofthe 6ta,in pursuit ofthe enemy., Some ten miles distant I 
fond a large trail, leading south, made by four or five hun- 
dred mules and horses; and at the same time discovered ex- 
teusive firesin the direction of the Upper Brazos. We follow- 
ed the trail, however, to their camp, which they had abandon- 
ed in the greatest confusion and haste. The. Lipans and 
Tonkahuas say they have fled to the Upper Brazos, and from 
every appearance, there appears to be litile doubt of the fact. 
To have pursued them further, I conceive, would have been 
altogether fruitless; and as our provisions were growing 
somewhat short, our men fatigued and our mules and horses 
much jaded, 1 have thought it prudent and proper to close the 
campaign for the winter. 
Very respectfully, - 
æ — Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Inft. 


Early on the morning of the 4th I despatched Lieutenant- Y 


This party, when about five miles from our main force, - 


4 
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mountains and uo further pursuit was attempted.- Having ' 
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DOCUMENT C. 


Colonel Edward Burleson’s Report of the Destruction of a 
` Shawnee Village, on Pecan Bayou, Dec. 31st, 1839. 


Came SHAWNEE, 
Pecan Bayou, 21st Dec. 1839. 


Hon. A. Stpney JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War : 

Sır :—1 have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this 
encampment. My spies discovered two Indians running. I 
happened to be near myself, at the time, and ordered them 
pursued, which was done rmmediately by Capt. Caldwell and 
those mounted on the best horses, for about two miles, when 
they came to their encampment, and, from their equippage, 
evidently were Shawnees. They ran off, left everything they 
had, together with three horses, and I have not been able to 
find them since. 

My scouts have returned this evening from a scouting ex- 
cursion of two days, from the San Saba and up the Colorado, 
and made no discovery that will authorize proceeding further. 
1 shall therefore take up the line of march to-morrow morning 
in the direction of the Brazos, and shall lose no time in ac- 
complishing my expedition, contemplated by your order. 

Í have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, . 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Infi. ; 
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DOCUMENT D. 


Leiter from Colonel Karnes, communicating the wish of 
the Comanches to treat, January 10, 1840. 


Bexar, January 10, 1840. 
To the Secretary of the War Department : 


ESTEEMED SIR :—On yesterday evening three Comanches 


entered this city, bringing with them a Mexican captive.— 
They were hailed on entering the suburbs and cried out loudly 
forme. On being introduced into my presence, the most dis- 
tinguished amongst them,—who appeared to be a Priest,— 
stated that he was deputed-by his nation to solicit a peace.— 
He further states, that eighteen days since, his tribe, in a gener- 
al council, elected a distinguished Chief to treat with the Tex- 
ans, who will visit the settlements on his return; should his 
report be favorable to him. He says that the nation will accept 
of peacé on any terms, being sensible of their inability to con- 
tend with the Texian forces. , 

As an evidence of the amicable disposition of his tribe to- 
wards the Republic, he stated that they refused to treat with 
the Cherokees, who solicited them, with large presents, to enter 
into a war against the Republic. They also rejected the offers 
of the Centralists, who have emissaries among ‘tikin, striv- 
ing to sir up a general war against us. 

These statements may be true, but their known treachery 
and duplicity induces me-to put but little faith in them. On 
mature reflection, I concluded to treat them well, and dismiss 
them with presents, their number being too inconsiderable to 
think of retaining them as hostages. i told him that the Go- 
vernment would not enter into any treaty without the release 
of the American captives, and the restoration of all stolen pro- 
perty, besides giving guaranties that future depredators on our 
property should be delivered up for punishment. This, ac- 
cording to his representation, his tribe agreed to do, in general 
council, before he left them. So understanding matters, I re- 
quested him to return and bring in the principal Chiefs with 
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a large number of the tribe, for the purpose of entering into 
stipulations preparatory to a treaty. This he promised to do, 
and says that they will be in San Antonio in twenty or thirty 
days from the above date. 

1 would suggest, with due deference to your superior judg. 
ment, the propriety of selecting immediately one or two com. 
missioners to meet them here. They shouid be accompanied 
by a force sufficient to justify our seizing and retaining those 
who may come in as hostages for the delivery of such Ameri- 
can captives as may at this time be among them. , 

Indispensable business, in New-Orleans, forbids my acting in 
this business, but I would suggest the selection of men who 
will act with the utmost promptitude. 

Respectfully, 
H. W. KARNES. 


DOCUMENT E. 


Instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel William S. Pisher, 
relative to a talk with the Comanches, January 30, 1840. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, | 
City of Austin, Jan. 30th, 1840. 


Lieut.-0745 WILLIAM S. FISHER, 
Commanding First Regt. Inft.: 

Sir :—Information has been communicated to this Depart- 
ment, by Col. H. W. Karnes, that on the 9th inst., a deputation 
from the Comanches arrived at San Antonio, and stated that 
they had been empowered to solicit peace. They said the 
Comanches had resolved on this, in general council, and had 
also expressed a determination to release their American cap- 
tives, and restore all stolen property, if a treaty could be effect- 
ed. hey also said that in thirty days, at the farthest, they 
would bring in the principal Chief to make. all the arrange- 
ments. 

if they come in according to their agreement, bringing with 
them the captives, and deliver them up, such voluntary re- 
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lease of their prisoners, will be regarded as an evidence of their 
sincere desire for peace, and they will therefore be received 
with kindness, and permitted to depart without molestation. 

You will state to them, that this Government assumes the 
right, with ‘regard to all indian tribes residing within the 
limits of the Republic, to dictate the conditions of such resi- 
dence, and that their own happiness depends on, their good or 
bad conduct towards our citizens : that their remaining within 
such limits as may be provided, and an entire abstinence from ' 
acts of hostility or annoyance to theinhabitants of the frontier 
are the anly conditions for the privilege of occupancy that the 
Government believes it is, at this time, necessary to impose : 
that the observance of these conditions will secure to them the 
peace they profess to seek. You will further say, that, un- 
der the sanction of the law, our citizens have a right to occupy 
any vacant lands of the Government, and that they must not 
be interfered with by the Comanches. 

To prevent any further difficulty between our people and 
‘heirs, they must be made clearly: to understand that they are 
-prohibited from entering our settlements. 

Should the Comanches come in without bringing with them 
the prisoners, as it is understocd they have agreed to do, you 
will detain them. Some of their number will be despatched 
as messengers to the tribe, to inform them that those retained 
will be held as hostages until the prisoners are delivered up, 
when the hostages wi “ill be released. 

It has been usual, heretofore, to give presents ; for thé future, 
such custom will be dispensed with. 

You will designate, and take command of three companies of 
the Ist regiment, who will be immediately marched to San 
Antonio. "On your arrival, you will occupy such position in 
the nev hborhood of that place, as will enable you most fully 
to carry into effect the foregoing orders. 

The Quarter-Master’s and Commissary’s Departments will 
furnish the necessary transportation and subsistence. 

A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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DOCUMENT F. l : 


Letter from Col. Hugh McLeod, communicating the defeat 
of the Comanches at San Antonio, March 20, 1840. 


* 


March 20, 1840. 


To His Excellency, MrgABEAU B. Lamar: 

Sra :—On yesterday morning, the 19th inst, two runners 
came into town and announced the arrival of the Comanches, 
who, about a month since, held a talk at this place, and pro 
mised to bring in the Texian prisoners in their camp. The ` 
party consisted of sixty-five—men, women and children. — 
The ruaners also informed us, that they had with them but 
one prisoner, (the daughter of Mr. Lockhart.) 

They came to town. "The little girl was very intelligent, 
and told us that she had seen several of the other prisoners, ' 
at the principal camp a few days before she left ; and that they 
brought her in, to see if they could get a high price for her; : 
and if so, intended to bring in the rest, one ata time. 

Having ascertained this, it became necessary to execute | 
your orders and take hostages for the safe return of our own 
people; and the order was accordingly given by Col. William 
G. Cooke, Acting Secretary of War. 

Lieut.-Col. Fisher, first infantry, was ordered to march up | 
two companies of his command, and post them in the imme- , 
diate vicinity of the council-room. The Chiefs were then : 
called together, and were asked : 

n ME are the prisoners you promised to bring in to this ! 
talk ? ? 

Muke-war-rah, the Chief who held the last talk with us, 
and made the promise, replied: * We have brought in the | 
only one we had ; the others are with other tribes.” | 

À pause ensued, because, as this answer was a palpable lie, 
and a direct violation of their pledge, solemnly given scarcely : 
a month since, we had the only alternative left us. He ob- 
served this pause, and asked quickly : 

“How do you like the answer ?” 


SAN ANTONIO, 


'The order was now given tó march one company into the 


council-room, and the other in the rear of the building, where 
the warriors were assembled. During the execution of this 
order, the talk was re-opened, and the terms ofa treaty, direct- 
ed by your Excellency to be made with them, in case the 
prisoners were restored, were discussed ; and they were told 
the treaty would be made, when they brought in the prison- 
ers. They acknowledged that they had violated all their pre- 
vious treaties, and yet tauntingly demanded that new confi- 
dence should be reposed in another promise to bring in the 
prisoners. 

The troops being now posted, the Chiefs and C'aptains were 
toldathat they were our prisoners, and would be kept as host- 
ages for the safety of our people, then in their hands; and 
they might send their young men to the tribe, and as soon as 
our friends were restored, they should be liberated, - 

Captain Howard, whose company was stationed in the 
council-house, posted sentinels at the doors, and drew up his 
men across the room. We told the Chiefs, that the soldiers 
they saw were their guards, and descended from the platform. 
The Chiefs immediately followed. One sprang to the back 
door, and attempted to pass the sentinel, who presented his 
musket, when the Chief drew his' knife and stabbed him. A 
tush was then made to the door. Captain Howard collared 
one of them and received a severe stab from him fh the side. 
He ordered. the sentinel to fire upon him, which he immedi- 
ately did, and the Indian fell dead. They now all drew their 
knives and bows, and evidently resolved to fight to the last. 
Colonel Fisher ordered, “ fire, if they do not desist.” The 
Indians rushed on, attackéd us desperately, and a general -or- 
der to fire became necessary. The Chiefs in the council- 
house, twelve in number, were immediately shot. 

The council-house being cleared, Captain Howard was or- 
dered to form in front, to receive any who might attempt to 
retreat in that direction. He was subsequently relieved of 
command, in consequence of the severity of his wound, by 
Captain Gillen, who commanded the company during the rest 
of the action, S- 

Captain Redd, whose company was formed in rear of the 
council-house, was attacked by the warriors in the yard, who 
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_ fought with desperation. They were repulsed, and driven 


into the stone houses, from which they kept up a galling fire 


e^ 


with their bows and a few rifles. Their arrows, when "they 
struck, were driven to the feather. 

A small party succeeded in breaking through, and gained 
the opposite bank of the river, but were pursued by Colonel 
Wells, with a party of mounted men, and all killed, but one, 
(a renegade Mexican.) 

A single warrior, who threw himself into a very ss | 
stone house, refused every offer of his life, sentto him through 
the squaws, and after killing and wounding several of our 
men, was forced out by fire, Tate at night, and fell as he passed 
the door. i d 

In a mélée action, and so unexpected, it was impossible to 
discriminate between the sexes, so similar in dress; and : 
several women were shot. But when discovered, all were 
spared, and twenty-nine women and children remain our pris- 
oners. 

Our loss was as follows : 

Killed —Lieut. W. M. Dunnington, First Infantry ; private 


- Kaminské, of (A) company; private Whitney, of (E) company; . 


Judge Thompson, of Houston ; Judge Hood, of Bexar; Mr. 
Casey, of Matagorda county, and a Mexican, name unknown. 
Total killed, seven. j 
List ay Wounded.—Capt. George T. Howard, Capt. . 

Mathew Caldwell, Lieut. Edward A. Thompson, First In- 
fantry ; private Kelly, company (1); Judge Robinson; Mr. 
Higginbotham ; Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Carson. ‘Total wound- 
ed, eight. 

Captain Howard, Lieut. Thompson and private Kelly very 
severely. 

The loss of the enemy was total, with the exception of the . 
renegade Mexican, above mentioned, thirty-five killed, includ- : 
ing three women and two A ldren, ; and twenty-seven women 
and children, and two old captured. The Mexican was al- 
lowed to leave the quarters, did his departure was unobserved. 

The iegular troops did their duty, and the citizens rallied 
to our aid as soon as the firing was heard. 

Upwards of a hundred horses, and a large quantity of bul- 
falo robes and peltyies were taken. 
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At the request of all the prisoners, a squaw has been liber- 
ated, and well mounted, to go to the main tribe, and tell them 
we are willing to exchange prisoners. She promises to’ re- 
turn in four days, with our captive friends ; and Col. Cooke ` 
and myself will wait here until her return. 

This communication is made at your request, to give you 
correct and early information, and is not designed to super- 
sede the regular report of the commanding officer, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fisher, to the War Department. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

[Signed | : H. McLEOD, 

. Adjutant and Inspector- General. 
UA 
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DOCUMENT G. 


Letter from M. Arbuckle, Brevt-Brig.-Gewl U. S. A., re- 
lative to Cherokee Prisoners. Fori Gibson, April 28th, 
1840. : ; : j 


Hap QUARTERS, 2p Dep't, Western Diytsion, 
Fort Gibson, April 28th, 1840. 


To His Excellency MinaBEAUu B. Lamar, 
President of Texas, City of Austin: 

Srr:—I was requested by a Cherokee Council, assembled 
at this Post of late, to assure you of their desire that the whole 
of their people now in Texas, should immediately return to 
their Nation, and thereafter remain in their own country. 

'L have no doubt the Cherokee People are sincere in the wish | 
they have expressed on this subject; and as many of their ' 
people that formerly lived in 'l'exas, have returned of late, 
they hope that the timé is not distant when their wishes will 
be fully accomplished. Under such circumstances, they hope . 
your Government will not desire to detain any of their people 
. In" Texas: 


| 
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With respect to the wish of the Cherokee Nation, in relation 
to some of their people now in Texas, I regard it proper to sa. 
sure you that, ifsuch of them as may be prisoners, are conveyed 
out of Texas 1n the direction of Fort Towson, that the Com. 
manding Officer of that Post will be instructed to issue such 
quantity of provisions to them as may be necessary to enable 
them to return to their Nation. 

I have the honor to be, Sira 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
. M. ARBUCKLE, 
Brev't-Brig’r-Gen'l U. &. A. 
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DOCUMENT H. 


Letter to M. Arbuckle, Brevt-Brig.- Genl U. S. A., relative : 
to Cherokee Prisoners. June 11th, 1840, 


Wan DEPARTMENT, ) 
City of Austin, June 11th, 1840. $ 
Brevet-Brigadier- General M. ARBUCKLE, U.S. A* 
Srg:—You will please accept the, thanks of his Excellency 
the President, and of this Department, for your communica : 
tion of date, “ Fort Gibson, April 28th, 1840.” 
We have suffered, and axe still suffering most serious in 
jury from the intrusive advances of the Cherokee Indians 
within the limits of our jurisdiction and territory. 
The position in which we stand with the Cherokee people, 
within our limits, is hostile: we should therefore be greatly. 
pleased to see them return to their legitimate home, and again: 
- united with their owh people in the United States. 
The Cherokee Prisoners have been despatched to the Post 
most convenient to your command. An attempt to send them 
to Fort Towson would have been no less hazardous to them 


than to their escort: our prisoners being exclusively women. 
and children. 
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We trust that, in thirty days from this date, they will be at 
Fort Jessup. 
Í have the honor to be,’ with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
B. T.. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War, 
By order of his Excellency the President. 
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DOCUMENT I. 
Maj. Gen'l Felix Huston’s Report of Plum Creek Battle. 
August 12th, 1840. 


On Pium CREEK, FIVE MILES WEST oF Goon's, 
August 12th, 1540. 


To the Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

I arrived on yesterday evening, and found Capt. Caldwell 
encamped on Plum Creek, with about 100 men. 

This morning I was requested to take the command, which 
ldid, with the consent of the men. I organized them into 
companies, under the command of- Captains Caldwell, Bird, 
and Ward. 

About 6 o'clock, 4. m., the Spies reported that the Indians 
were approaehing Plum Creek. 1 crossed above the trail 
about three miles, and passed down on the west side. On 
arriving near the trail, I was joined by Col. Burleson, with 
about 100 men, under the command of Col. Jones, Lieut.-Col. 
Wallace, and Maj. Hardiman. [immediately formed into two 
jines, the right commanded by Col. Burleson, and the left com- 
mayded by Capt. Caldwell, with a reserve commanded by. 
Maj. Hardiman, with Gapt. Ward's company. On advancing 
near thé Indians, they formed for action, with a point of woods 


on their right (which they occupied); their lines extending - 


nearly a quarter of a mile into the prairie. I dismounted the 


men, and a random fire was opened, the Indian Chiefs cur- 
vetting around in splendid style on front'and flank, finely 


: n 2 
+ ^ 


znounted, and dressed in all the splendor of Comanche war- 
fare. At this time several Indians fell from their horses, and 
we had three-or four men wounded. Finding that the Indi- 
ans were disposed to keep at a distance, and that a Jarge body 
were assembled in the woods, I ordered, Col. Burleson with the 
right wing to move around the point of woods, and Captain 
‘Caldwell with the left wing to charge into the woods, which 
movements were executed in gallant style. The Indians did : 
not stand the charge, and fled at all points." From that time ; 
there was a warm and spirited pursuit for fifteen miles. The | 
Indians scattered, mostly abandoning their horses, and taking 
to the thickets. at 

Nothing could exceed the animation of the men, dnd the | 
cool and steady manner in which they would dismount and 
deliver their fire. Upwards of forty Indians weve killed, two 
prisoners (a squaw and child) taken, ànd we have taken up- . 
wards of two hundred horses and mules, many of them heavy 
packed with the plunder of Linnville and the lower country. 
‘There is still a large amount of goods, horses and mules, which 
are not gathered in. Of the captives taken by the Indians 
‘below,we have been only able to re-take one, (Mrs. Wattsof Linn- 
ville,) and she was wounded by the Indians with an arrow 
when they fled. Mrs. Crosby was speared, and we understood : 
that all the others were killed. We have lost one killed and 
seven wounded—one mortally. 2M 
, I cannot speak too highly of the Colorado, Guadalupe and 
La Vaca Militia, assembled so hastily together, and without | 
organization. i 

I was assisted by Maj. Izod, Col. Bell, Capt. Howard and 
Capt. Neill, as volunteer Aids; all of whom rendered essen- 
tial service. . i 

Col. Burleson acted with that cool, deliberate and prompt 
courage and conduct which he has so often and gallantly dis- 
played in almost every Indian and Mexican battle since thé ` 
war commenced. Capt. Caldwell, also a tried Indian figter, 
led on his wing to the charge with a bold front and cheerful 
heart. Col. Jones, Lieut.-Col. Wallace, Maj. Hardiman, and 
each of the Captains commanding companies, acted with the 
utmost courage and firmness. 

To conclude, I believe we have given the Comanches a les- 
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son which they will long remember. Near four hundred of 
their bravest warriors have been defeated by half their num- 
ber; and I hope and trust that this will be the last of their 
. depredations on our frontier. 

On to-morrow I contemplate embodying as many men as T 
can, and if we have a sufficient number of good horses, pursue 
m. Indians, in the hope that we may overtake them before 

they reach the mountains. 

Col. Moore joined us this évening with about one hundred 
and seventy men, (horses hard-ridden). 

I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 
FELIX HUSTON, 
Major-General Texas Militia. 
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DOCUMENT J. 


Sup plementary Report of Plum Creek Battle. 


vm 


Heap QUARTERS, > 
City of Austin, September 28th, 1840. V 


To the Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War : 
Srr:—I have been requested by a number of individuals to 
make an additional Repoit of the battle of Plum Creek, and I 
think it is due to my companions that I should do so. My 


Report was written immediately after the return from: the . 


chase, when I was surrounded by all the confusion and bustle 
weident to a force so hastily collected together, engaged in 
gathering in several hundred- horses and pack-mules. —i am 


satisfied ‘that our force was estimated too high, and the force * 


of the Indians much too low ; and also, that the number of 
slain was under stated. . 

Our real force was a hündred and eighty-six. In the Re- 
port, L stated that the Indians had a point of woods on their 
right, which they occupied, aud that their left extended up- 
wards of a quarter of a mile into the prairie, and that their 
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force exceeded four hundred. On examiming the ground 
more particularly, it appears that their left wing extended up- 
wards of three-fourths of a mile into the prairie, from which 
their strength should be estimated at near six hundred. 

The Comanches form in open order, and with no regular 


“intervals. ‘They are continually in motion, and frequently 


hia 


Ll 


gather together in clusters. ‘There were at least two hundred 
and fifty in the woods, and the number in the prairie must 
have exceeded that number. 

J am confirmed in this estimate, by learning from Mr. Su- 
therland that he had information from a Mexican, that the expe- 
dition was gotten up at Matamoros, and was to be composed 
of six hundred Indians and forty Mexicans; and this is con- 
firmed by the fact that new Mexiean blankets and other arti- 
cles usually given as presents to the Indians, were found 
amongst the plunder. As to the number slain, it is hard to 
form a certain estimate. The chase continued between fifteen 
and eighteen miles, and spread sometimes for a mile or two to 
the right and left. + . 

When the Report was writing, Gen. Burleson insisted that : 
upwards of sixty were killed, and I ought to have yielded to 
his greater experience. Subsequently, as parties canie in dur- 
ing the evening, additional reports were received of Indians 
killed ; aud observations made by persons visiting the ground 
in search of horses, mules and packs, (which were scattered ; 


. for miles over the country) leave no doubt that eighty were 


killed. - 

The Comanches during the retreat, kept the woods on their 
left flank ; and as it was very dry, and the prairies having 
been recently burned, they were almost hiddeu by the cloud 
of dust and ashes. This enabled them, unobserved, to convey ! 
their killed and wounded into the thickets and conceal them. ' 
One party, who have since searched the ground, brought in 
seven rifles, found near dead Indians. Another,party found 
three bodies together; and another, eight or ten in the bottom | 
of the St. Marks. Bodies have been found many miles from . 
the field of battle—in one or two instanees as high up as the 
San Antonio Road. From these facts, ıt is reasonable to sup- 
pose that upwards of eighty Indians were killed, and a great 
many others must have died from their wounds, as they do 
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not appear to have rendered each other much assistance, or to 
have collected in ahy large bodies after the battle; but in seat- 
tered and. confused parties, they made a precipitate and disor- 
derly retreat to their haunts. 

There is one fact which I wish ‘particularly to remark.—It 
has been generally supposed that the Comanche horses are 
fleeter and more durable than ours ;—-such, however, is not the 
case, —As the chase continued, ghe Indian horses gave out, and 
they sou ght refuge in the thickets; and at its termination, 
there were not more than thirty Indians ahead of us, and they 

were compelled to abandon the prairies. 

From long observation and experience, I am fully convinced 
that our corn-fed horses are far superior to any grass-fed 
horses, in a long pursuit. 

With the highest regard and esteem, 
"Your most obedient, humble servant, 
[Signed] E FELIX HUSTON, 
| Major-General Texas Militia, 
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DOCUMENT K. 


BOUNTY-LAND REPORT. 


Report of the Secretary of War, showing the number of the 
several Bounty- Land. Certificates, with the total amount 
thereof, to the 1st October, 1840, issued in accordance with 
an Act passed 27th October, 1837. 


Amount of Acres issued in 1837. 


Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 

of claims. l of io” of each denomination. 
386 320 126,080 
2 420 840 
127 480 60,960 
282 640 180,480 
53 800 42,400 
137 960 . 131,520 

8 ^^ 11920 8,960 . 

349 1,280 446,740 
5 1,920 ' 9,600 
Total issued in 1837, 1,007,900 


Amount of Acres issued in 1838. 


Amount Denomination 

of claims, of claims, 
1 160 
1,435 320 
27 480 
566 640 
116 960 
792 1,280 
1 1,600 
95 1,920 


Total issued in 1838, 


Total amount of Acres 
of each denomination. 


160 

. 459,200 
12,960 
362,240 
111,260 
1,013,760 
1,600 
182,400 


~ 


2,143,680 
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Amount of Acres issued from Dec. 31, 1838, to Sept. 30, 1839. 


Amount Denomination © Total amount of Acres 
of claims.< of claims of each denomination. 
178 320 56,960 
2 480 «- 960 
94 640 60,160 
30 900 , 28,800 
143 1,280 183,040 
50 1,920 96,000 
Total amountissued, 425,920 


4 


Amount of Acres issued from Sept. 30, 1839, to Oct. 1, 1840. 


~ Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 
of claims. of claims. of each denomination. 
160 160, 
153 320 48,960 
480 960 
51 640 39 640 
16 < 960 15,360 
46 1,980 58,880 
48 . 1,920 92,160 
Total amount issued, 249,120 
^ RECAPITULATION. 
' Amount issued in 1837, à - - 1,007,900 
- S 2, 143, 680 
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Total amount issued from 1837 to Oct. 1, 1840, 3,826,620 


from Dec. 21, 1838, to Sept. 30, 1839, A95, 920 
Sept. 30, 1839, to Oet. 1, 1840, 249, 120 
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DOCUMENT L. 
DONATION LAND. 


Report of the Secretary of, War, showing the number of 
Donation Land Certificates that have been issued in ac 
cordance with an Act of Congress, passed 21st Dec, 1837, 
from the passage of the law up to the 30th Sept., 1840. 


Acres. 
-From the passage of the law to the 31st December, 
1838, there issued 704 Certificates of 640 acres each, 
amounting to - - JEDE - - - 450,560 
From January ist to September 30th, 1839, there 
issued, 212 Certificates of 640 acres each, amounting 
' to -~ 5 - - - - - - - 135,680 
From the 30th Sept., 1839, to 30th Sept., 1840, there 
issued, 121 Certificates of 640 acres each, amounting to 77,440 


* —— 
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Making 1,037 Certificates, amounting to ~ - 663,680 


DOCUMENT M. 


Letter from the Executive to the Citizens of Santa Fé 
April 14, 1840. | 


Eizecutwe Department, 


| o Austin, April 14, 1840. 


To the Crrizews or Santa FÉ: 

Friends and Compatriots :—Xou have doubtless heard of 
the glorious revolution by which the late Province of Texas 
has been emancipated from the thraldom of Mexican domina- 
tion. 


REPupLIC or TEXAS, 
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That revolution was forced upon us by circumstances too 
imperative to be resisted. The Anglo-American population 
of ‘Texas had left the comforts and the enlightened liberty of 
their own country, and had migrated to this wilderness under 
the most solemn guarantees of the Constitution of 1824. We 
had witnessed many disastrous civil commotions in the Go- 
vernment of Mexico, and greatly deplored the want of harmony 
and the frequent convulsions which distracted our adopted 
country ; but we still entertained an illusive hope that a dear- 
bought experience—the lessons of many calamities—would 
exert a harmonizing influence, and teach the authorities of 
Mexico, that frequent political changes and domestic discords 
were destructive of the prosperity and character of a people; 
that union and stability were necessary to strength. and peace 
and harmony to happiness. 

These hopes, so long and patiently cherished, were finally 
dissolved forever, when the Federal Constitution, under which 
we had migrated to this country, and identified our destiny 
with hers, was forcibly abrogated, and a military despotism 
reared in its stead. ‘Texas then resolved to be free—to endure 
no longer the vicissitudes of a fickle and corrupt influence 
which controlled the powers of Mexico, subverting all hopes 
of her greatness, and all our native aspirations for tranquillity 
at home, and national respectability abroad. Impelled by 
these high considerations, which a benignant Providence has 
sanctioned by conferring an nnexampled prosperity upon us, 
we have-asserted and achieved our independence, and have 
enterea the great family of nations, as a Free and Sovereign 
People. As such we have been formally recognized hy the 
illustrious Government of the United States and by the ancient 
Monarchy of France; and other Powers of Europe are ready 
to extend the right-hand of fellowship. Our national resources 
are in rapid progress of developement ; our population increas- 
Ing by numerous accessions from Europe and the United 
States, and our commerce extending with a power and celerity 
seldom equalled in the history of nations. 

Under these auspicious circumstances, we tender to you € 
full participation ın all our blessings. The great River of the 
North, which you inhabit,’ is the natural ‘and ‘convenient 
boundary of our territory, and we shall take great pleasure in 


tt 


. * Capt. Wm. G. Dryden, John Rowland and Wm. Workman, Esqrs. 


150 


hailing.you as fellow-citizens, members of our young Republic 
and co-aspirants with us for all the glory of establishing a new, 
and happy, and free nation. Our Constitution is liberal asa 
rational and enlightened regard to human infirmities will safely 
permit. . It confers equal political privileges on all: tolerates 
all religions without distinction ; and guarantees an even, uni- 
form and impartial administration of the laws. 

This communication, I trust, will be received by you and 
your authorities, in the same spirit of kindness and sincerity 
in which itis dictated. Andif nothing shall intervene to 
vary my present intention, I shall despatch, in time for them 
to arrive in your section of country about the month ot 
September proximo, one or more Commissioners—gentlemen 
of worth and confidence—to explain more minutely the con- 
dition of our country, of the sea-board and the correlative in- 
terests, which so emphatically recommend, and ought perpetu. 
ally to cement, the perfect union and identity of Santa Fé and 
Texas. These Commissioners will be accompanied by a mi- | 
litary escort, for the purpose of repelling any hostile Indians | 
that may infest the passage, and with the further view of as- ' 
certaining and opening a safe and convenient route of con | 
munication between the two sections of country; which, 
being strongly ,assimilated in interest, we hope to see united 
in friendship, and consolidated under a common Government. : 
Until the arrival of these Commissioners, I have empowered 
some of your own citizens,* to whom the views and feelings : 
of this Government have been communicated, to confer with | 
you upon the subject matter of this communication. | 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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DOCUMENT N. 


Capt. J. R. Cunningham’s Report of an Engagement with 
the Comanches, July 9th, 1840. 


San Antonio DE Bexar, ) 
July 9th, 1840. i 
To Capt. CLENDENIN, . 
Commanding Comanche Expedition : 

The Commandant of the volunteers thinks proper to make 
the following report of his operations, after having parted with 
you on the morning of the 4th, upon the Rio Frio. 

My company consisted of nineteen, rank and file, We had 
not left you more than an hour, before we struck the trail we 
had seen the day before. We followed it for about six miles, 
when we came to the Indian camp. The sign was still hot, 
and showed that they had an acquisition of six to their num- 
‘bers. I despatched Antonio, the Tonkahua, ahead—we fol- 
lowed ata brisk pace. ‘The trail crossed the Frio to the 
west bank, in about five miles, and struck above the river, 
rather bearing towards the Leona, into the prairie. Sup- 
posing the trail to continue down, upon the bank of the 
uver, and expecting every moment to come upon the Indians, 
we neglected to supply ourselves with water. The trail 
gradually led us from the water, until it was too far to return, 
The suffering of the men and horses was immense for nine 
‘hours in the heat of the day; and what made it worse for us, 


we knew we had to fight before we could get water, as the In- . 


- 


dans, in all probability, would encamp upon the first they 


came to. Between five and six, P. M., the Tonkahua brought 
us the welcome news of Indians and water, stating that they 
numbered about twenty. ascertained the situation of their 
camp, and formed the plan of attack. Four men, with the 
Tokahua, were detailed to stampede the caballado : the others 
were dismounted and proceeded on foot. ‘They were instruct- 
ed strictly, in both languages, not to fire without theeignal for 
a charge. Al! went on well; the front files had advanced 
opposite the centre of the camp, within twenty paces of the 
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Indians, where I halted them, waiting for the rear files to 
close up, to give the signal for a charge. We were still un- 
‘discovered, as the Indians were busily engaged in saddling 
up their horses for the evening’s march. I was rejoicing at 
the certainty of the game, when one of the rear files, becoming 
alarmed at the proximity of his dangerous enemy, either in- 
tentionally or through fright, discharged his piece—unfortu. 
nate! The Indians broke ; I ordered charge! fire! The sur 
prise, as it was, was complete; all shotupon the wing. The 
Indians fired several times with guns and arrows, but did no 
damage. Wekept up the charge for some six hundred yards, 
through the thicket, with a brisk fire and yell. The Indians 
rallied several times, and bravely and nobly covered the ie. 
treat of the wounded. Isaw several severely wounded my- 
self, and some of my company, in whose word I have the ut 
most confidence, saw many more. ‘Towards the close of the 
action, but three Indians were left to cover the retreat. This 
they did nobly, under the fire of ten or twelve as good shots 
as ever cocked a rifle. One of the three had his left leg and 
thigh broken by some one of fifty shots, which must have been 
levelled at him. He fell upon his horse's neck, and all put 
out for a more agreeable place. The men were too much fa- 
tigued and too thirsty to pursue horsemen farther on foot; | 
ordered their return to water and the Indian camp.  Abun 
dance of meat—buffalo, horse, cow and venison was found.— 
Many of the arms, and most of the saddles and baggage were 
left. Weate, drank and rested for a moment; I then had a 
bon-fire made of most of the Indian trumpery. The Tonka 
hua had done his duty bravely ;—the caballado was in our 
possession : some fine horses and mules, sixteen in number. 
It was now growing dark, and the water very bad and muddy. 
We continued our day’s march to the Rio Frio, where we 
encamped for the night. The scene of action was about eight 
miles west of the Frio, and about the same distance above the 
Presidio RioGrande road. We reached Bexar on the 7th, having 
disposed of all the unappropriated property by lottery. Among 
the horses taken, was the mule of Don Vincente de la Garza, 
taken some time since on his way here from the Presidio, The 
mule was laden with silver when taken from Mec. Garza ; and 
as some eagle money, of date 1840, was found upon some o! 
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the men who pillaged tlie camp, it must have been the same 
party whe were watching the road for plunder. I believe that 
several hundred dollars was found and appropriated. I missed 
several men from the ranks, after I ordered a charge, and 
amongst them a Welchman by the name of Davis. Upon this 
man we detected a quantity of new eagle money, which he 
acknowledged he stole from the Indian camp. I had him 
properly punished. He was stripped of his sWjrt, his back and 
arms painted, his head covered with a red-flannel cap, with 
flowers, and rode, with his face to the rear of a no-tailed 
mule through the public squares and principal streets of town, 
the company marching, in silent procession, behind. The 
guilty scamp was then turned loosein the centre of the square. 
He has left by the light ofthe moon. ' 

In the above report, I am extremely mortified that I am not 
able to report the dead, but feel confident, that if we had one 
man less, or if all had obeyed the corns not one Indian 
would have escaped ;—as it was, nearly all were wounded, 
and badly wounded’ They were mostly Chiefs. The cele- 
hrated Isanimi and Piava, (the fat fellow) were along. 

I have nothing more to say, than to express my satisfaction 
with you, while under your command, and my utmost satis- 
faction with the behavior of most of the men under my com- 
mand. Respectfully yours, 

J. R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Capt. Commanding Volunteers. 
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DOCUMENT O. 
REPORT OF DISBURSEMENTS. 


, > Treasury DEPARTMENT, / 
First Auditor's Office, Austin, Oct. 21, 1840. y 


Hon. Brawcit T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: | 

Sır :—In compliance with your requisition of to-day, Í have 

the honer te report the amount ef warrants drawn by the 

x 
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various Disbursing Officers out of the appropriations for the 
army, from the 1st of October, 1839, to. ane 30th September, 
1840, inclusive, viz : 
By the Commissary-General of Purchases, out of . 

the Million Appropriation for 1839, - $5,000 “ 
Drawn by Quarter-Master-General, ineluding the l 

amount drawn from Million Appropriation for ' 

General Rusiffs command and others, - 505,830 54 
Amount drawn by Pay Department, including the 

amount drawn from the Million Appropriation 

and No. 129, - - - 391,646 05 
By the Subsistence Department, includi ing the 

amount drawn from Million Appropriation, 208,663 65 


Adjutant-General’s Department, —— - - 4,089 00 
Drawn from Million Appropriation for contingent 
expenses of the year 1839, - - - 803 80 


From the Contingent Executive Fund for 1839. 
to meet the VD of the Toere of the 


Shawnees, - - - 1,009 71 
Drawn by the War Department proper, - 108, 638 39 
From the SBDIOPHAMON for the removal of the : 

Shawnees, "4 - 15,000 00 
From the Apbronnation: No. 114, for military 

services heretofore rendered, - - - 16,112 72 


fion Appropriation for rehef of Stuart Per ry, 1,400 00 

© u. FLW. Augustin, — 1,000 00- 

ae fe H G. W. Hockley, 531 50 

e E e Martin Powers, 1,000 00 
Warrants subject to be paid out of the Million Ap- 

propriation, per Act of Congress Jan. 14, 1840, 61,388 88 

Certificates payable out of no appropriation,- - 6,387 67 


; Making i in all, $1,328 328, 501 91 


dde deducting the amount drawn from the appropriations 
for military services heretofore rendered, and removal of the 
Shawnee Indians, and those for the relief of individuals, and 
certifieates not redeemable at the Treasury, leaves a balance 
charged on tbe books of this office to Disbursing Officers of 
$1, 294,672 Q3. The retums of the Adjutant, Quarter-Mas- 
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ter, Commissary-General of Subsistence and Purchases, Pay- 
Master-Generals and Pay-Master B. B. Sturgis, have made 
their regular reports, and such credits as they were entitled to 
placed to their accounts. As but few of the Subordinate Dis- 
ursing Officers have made reports to this office, (owing to 
which, and the fact of my not having been furnished with ac- 
counts current by the various heads of Disbursing Bureaux of 


WT a 


ihe War Department,) none, but such as have reported, stand | | 
rg s j he third .*s t 

charged on the books of the office. The returns of the third , 

quarter for the present year are now being examined, and sf ^ | 

soon as the same is completed I will report the dispositio", vas M 


far a$ practicable, made of the public funds placed ^,j their 
hands for disbursement. : f 
Very respectfully, your obedient Servan. 
. CHARLES MAR. |, 
: Firet Attu Ir. 


DOCUMENT XU. 1. 
: y Report ‘of the Adjutant and f3pecier-Cereral 


* 
ADJUTANT AND ISPECTOR-AXENFRATC Qr 
Austin, October ist, 1510. 


Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, Secretary 5? Wor ' 

Sir :—I have the hondr herewith to transmit th. nadal 
Report of this Department. 

The accompanying General Return, marked 6A, will ex- 
hibit the strength and condition of the Army. f 

The Document marked * B," shows the whole number e 
Militia Volunteers, which have been called into service dur.ng 
the current year, and their respective terms of servize. 

Under a law passed at the last session of Congress the Adj 
tant-General’s and Inspector-General's Departments were uitt- 
ed on the Ist of March of the present year, and the dunes of 
both, as far as possible, have been performed. 

Those duties are often incompatible, and cannot be executed 
by the same efficer I had the opportunity, however, of inspect- 
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ing the troops collected at this post under Col. Wm. G. Cooke, 

comranding 1st Regiment Infantry, preparatory to their march 

across the frontier for the establishment of a line of posts; and, 
also, tbe detachment at San Antonio, now on a campaign 
against the Comanches. 

i Their arms, accoutrements, and clothing, (except the un-, 

| dress cap, which is not adapted to our climate,) are good ; the 

a men were healthy, and their subsistence abundant. 

" Smee the march of those commands, two additional compa- 
nies of Infantry have been detached : one eastward, with sup- 
plies o, Col. Cooke, aud the other to the head of the San 

| Marcos, to establish a permanent post to cover the passes 

l through the mountains at that point. A plan of defence is 

l | furnished to the-Commanding Officer, who is oidered to con- 

Strict them with the gieutest care, and of the most durable 

‘Materials. ane 

A number of families are «waiting the arrival of the troops 
at that point, and it is probable that a settlement adequate to 
its own protection wil be found there dunng the ensuing 
vear. f * 

Col. Cooke will be enabled from observations on his pre- 
Set campaign, to report the most practicable jine of delenge 
and settiement on our frontier, from the Colorado w Red xui ser, 

and as his retifin will be sufficiently early for the action of 

{ Congress, any report at present mieht appear speculative and 

prematur: butin the absence of accurate information, I would 
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aa suggest that the Cress Timbers, bemg a wooded and well- 
: watered country. seem to present the most continuous line of 
settlemen s and communication trom Red River to the waters 

of the Brazos. ^ 


deem it my duty again to represent the impolicy of em- 
ploying a volunteer force, particularly for short periods, in the 
defense of the frontier. Troops of that character, as the ex- 
perience of the preseht year has shown, are drawn from the 
flocüng population of the towns, and feel little, if any, per- 
‘SOal interest in the preservation of the frontier, or the success 
Or a campaign, while the system of drafting distributes the 
burden of national defence equally.over the community, and 
brings men into the field whose individual prospenty 1s iden- 
tified with that of the country. ^ - 
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* Col, Wm. L. Cazneau, cere mE i Subsistence, is Acting Quarler-Muster-Gencral. 
+ Maj. B, B. Sturges is Achüg Pay-Ma:ter by appointment of ihe Pay-Master-General, by virtue of an Act of last Congress. 
t Adjutant, Acting Quarter-Masiers, and Commissaries of Subsistence, detailed from the line. A 
HUGH, McLEOD, ui and Inspector: Genes at, | 
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, Since the last Annual Kepoit ef this Department no further 
returns of the organization of the Militia have been made, ex- 
cept of the election of General and Staff Officers, in conse- 
quence of which I am unable to report its present strength 
and condition. Some radical change in our Military Laws is 

necessary to enforce résponsibility and discipline. 

i have the honor to be, 
With high regard, 

" Your obedient servant, 
i H. McLEOD, 
Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


[For General Report of the Army for 1840, vide Table B.] 
[For Returns of Militia for 1540 vide Table C.] 


DOCUMENT NO. 2. 


QvanTER-MasTER-ÜENERAL's OFFICE, ? 
Austin, October Ist, 1840. y 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War : 

I have the honor to submit, annexed, an Exhibit of the 
Disbursements of this Department, from the 30th September, 
1838, to the present date. i er 

Col. William G. Cooke, my predecessor, having been ap- 
pointed on the 18th Septembei to the command of the first 
Regiment of Infantry, the duties devolve on me as Acting 
Quarter-Master-General, he being absent and occupied with 
part of his regiment in,cutting out and running the road to 
Red River. 

in a,conversation with Col. Cooke previous to his march, 
he informed me it was his intention and he anticipated the 
honor of reporting and explaming the necessity of his dis- 
bursing the funds of this Department for different purposes 
than those originally intended. | 

As I am aware of his desire to make a full Report, and the 
probability of his reaching the Seat of Government shortly 
after the meeting of Congress, and being satisfied that he will 
give entire' satisfaction, when I might not do full justice, E 
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would most respectfully and earnestly beg leave that he may 
have the opportunity of relieving himself of al! responsibilities, 
and satisfying Congress of the able manner in which the ope- 
rations of this Bureau were conducted while under his charge, 

By reference to the accompanying Statement, it will be found 
that the Quarter-Master-General had at his disposal from the 
30th September, 1839, five hundred and eighty-seven thou- 
sand two hundred and sixty-four dollars and forty-two 
cents, of which there has been disbursed by this Department, 
on account of appropriations for the present year, one hundred 
and ninety-siz thousand three hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars and seventy-five cents, and seventy-six thousand eight 
hundred and thirty dollars and twenty-nine cents by Quar- 
ter- Masters, Assistants, &c., whose accounts remain unexa- 
nuned, in eonsequence of the Departments not being allowed 
but two clerks by act of Congress: consequently. those officers 
have not received a credit for their disbursements, and remain 
charged with the above amount. ` 

The sum of thirty-eight thousand two hundred and ninety- 
siz dollars and sixty-six cents has been disbursed on account 
of the Ordnance Department, which amount was absolutely 
required for the purchase of Ordnance Stores, building Forti- 
fication, Work-Shops, Magazine, Armory, and other buildings, 
for the protection of arms and munitions, and for the purpose 
of enabling that Department to perform the duties required; 
this amount was expended by the head of that Department, 
and the improvements made under his direction by contract. 

Next, for the Medical Department, for which there was no 
appropriation, except three thousand dollars, there has been 
seven thousand three hundred and thirty-six dollars and 
forty-two cents expended. 

The amount is much larger than it otherwise would have 
been, in consequence of this Department being compelled to 
purchase in the country, aud most of the army being unac- 
climated. Permit me here to suggest the propriety, and in- 
deed the necessity, of all the purchases fer this Department 
being made in the United States. 

Owing again to the last Congress not having made appro- 
priations for the Militia or Volunteers, there has been a large 
amount paid for that purpose, part of which is included in the 
amount of seventy-six thousand eight hundred and thirty 


IE 


dollars und twenty-nine cenis, on acéount of Disbursing 
Officers. 

The amount expended for Capt. Pierce's company alone, is 
seventeen thousand one hundred and six dollars and three 
cents; there has also been a large amount expended for other 
companies. 

I would also most respectfully beg leave to call your atten- 
tion to the several appropriations for the‘ present year; many 
have been more than expended ; and when disbursing officers 
are credited with their disbursements, and the proper appro- 
priations charged, several of the appropriations will largely 
overrun the amount appropriated by Congress; and unless, by 
act of Congress, the appropriations for the present year will 
never be closed—some overrunning largely the amount appro- 
` priated, and some falling as far short. 

The head of this Bureau has been placed in a very unenvi- 


able situation in consequence of his having been compelled to 


pay accounts for which there was no appropriation, and not 
allowed sufficient clerks to bring up the back and old business, 
and examine the returns of subordinates. 

By final reference, there remains for disbursement of the 
fifty thousand dollars appropriation for monies due on cam- 
paigns of Gen. Thomas J. Rusk and others, twenty thousand 
iwo hundred and seventy-nine dollars and twenty-six cents ; 
of the million appropriation, siz thousand two hundred and 
twenty-three dollars and sixty cents ; of the balance of the 
appropiiation for the expenses of the present year, fifty-six 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven dollars, which last 
amount will not be sufficient, in consequence of the amount 
of transportation to be paid for the transportation of supplies 
for 1541, and the amount required for forage. 

In cor ‘clusion, Į am gratified to be enabled to state that our 
present force are as well provided with six months clothing 
as United States’ troops ever were. 

With high respect, 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
ÁAeting Querter- Master- General. 
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DR. ExurnrT of Monies received and disbursed by Wm. G. 


To amount of million appropriation 


& 


y 


* 
Lj 


on hand 30th Sept., 
received since, - 
Amount of thirty thousand dol- 
lar appropriation for the payment 
of monies due on campaign of 
Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, 

Amount of fifty thousand dollar 
appropriation for the payment of 
monies due on campaign of Gen. 
T. J. Rusk and others, - 


1839, and 


Appropriations for ihe Expenses 


of the Year 1840. 


To Amount of appropriation for F'uel, 


af 


Pel 


Am't of appropria'n for Forage, 
Am’t of approp n for Stationery, 
Awt of approp’n for T'ransporta’n, 


* Amount of, appropriation for 


Contingent Expenses, - 


* Amount of appropriation for Shoe- 


La 


|^ 


ing Horses, repairing Wagons, &c. 


* Amount of appropriation for Clo- 
* thing, Knapsacks, Haversacks, &c. 
* Amount of appropriation for Camp 


and Garrison Equippage, 


* Amount of appropriation for Ca- 


valry Equipments,  - - 
Amount of appropriations for Ca- 
valry Horses, - - - 


‘Amount of appropriation for 


Mules for twenty-five Waggons, 


* Amount of appropriation for 


Freight and Insurance, 


Amts earned over, 355,699 54 230,687 91 


H 


— 


30th 


$151,705 91 


30,000 00 


48 892 00 


25.000 00 
46,590 00 
2.000 00 
70,000 00 
21,000 00 
10,000 00 
60,470 54 
$127 00 
30,382 00 
67,200 00 
10,000 00 


5,000 00 


—— 


September, 


230,687 91 | 
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Li 
` 

i 
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Cooke, Quarter- Master- General, from ist Oct., 1839, to CR. 


1840, inclusive. 


By Am’t disbursed on acconnt of 
million appropriation, from the 
1st Oct., 1839, to Sept. 30, 1840, 

. Awt disbursed on account! of ' 
million appropriation for Ord- 
nance Department, - - 

* Balance of million appropriation 
on hand 30th Sept., 1840, 


* Amt disbursed on account of 
thirty thousand dollar appropria- 
tion for monies due on campaign 
of Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, 

« Am’t disbursed. on account of 
fifty thousand dollar appropria- 
tion, for monies due orrcampaign 
of Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, 

" Balance of same on hand for dis- 
bursement, - - - 

“ Balance of same remaining in the 
Treasury, 2 - 


* Am't disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for F'uel, - 

“ Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for Forage, - 

* Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for Stationery, > 


| 


$126,953 63, . 


18,618 68 


6 a3 60 
—— 151, 795 91 


ry 
Fad Lu 


30,000 00 


27,791 81 
11,387 26 
8,892 00 


—— 


78,071 07 


1,083 50 
4,679 28- 


113 75 "y 


" Amt disbursed on account of ap-_ 


propriation for ‘Transportation, 

* Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for Contingent Ex- 
penises, -> -= - - 

& Awt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for shoeing’ horses, 
repairing waggons, &c.,, `~ 


76,123 43 


27,812 0i, 


l, 929 00- 00 


*- 


Awts P over, 112,34 340 97 229, 866 98 i 
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'' Am'ts bro't forward, 355,699 54 230,687 91 
To Amount of Draft on Merchants’ 
Bank New-Orleans, . AIT 72 
* Amount received from Disburs- 
ing Officers, &c., - - 459 25 
~~ ——356,576 51: 


* 
en ded 


Amt carried over, $587,264 42. 
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Am ts bro't forward, 
By Amt disbursed on account of ap- 


$112,240 07 22,866 98. 


propriation for clothing, knap- . 


sacks, haversacks, &c., - 

«u Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for camp and garri- 
son equippage, , - - 

u Ám't disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for cavalry equipm'ts, 

, * Amt disbursed on account of ap- 


propriation for cavalry horses, 


u Am't disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for mules for twenty- 
five waggons, , - - 

« Am’t disbursed on account of ap- 


ms 22 


5115 31 
1, 719 15 
56,457 50. 


-10,907 00 


propriation for i and insur- . 


ance, - : 


- 
- 


: Amt paid on drafts of disbursing 
officers, and advancements made 
for disbursement, - 

Am’t disbursed on account of 
Ordnance Department, - 

* Amt disbursed on account of 
Medical Department, - 

Am’t due by Pay PE EN for 


stoppage, - — - 


-— 
-—- 


~ 
n 


The following DUAE in the 
Treasury-—undrawn. 
By am't on account of Spptopnener 

for Fuel, - - 

« Am't on account of appropriation 
for Forage, - > - 

t Am’t on account of appropriation 
for Stationery,  - - - 

* Awt on account of appropriation 


for camp & garrison equippage, ' 


309 60 


—À 


196,355 75 


& 


76,830 29 
19,677 98 
7,336 49 


350 00 
— 104,194 69 


8,000 00 
26,520 00 
2,000 00 
8,127 00 


n£——Ó—— A — nea 


Amts carried over, 44,647 00 530,417 42 


e 
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Am’t bro't forward, $587,264 42 
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; | zn $587,264 43 
| : "To Balance of million appropriation P uires 
E of 1839 on hand, - 6,223 60 
: * Balance of fifty thousand dollar | 
appropriation on hand and in 
the Treasury, - 20,279 26 
* Balance of appropriation for the 
year 1840, uL - - 56,847 00 : 
| . $53,249 86 


City of Austin, Oct. 26th, 1840. 
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Amts brot forward, 44,647 00 530,417 id 
By Am'tonaccountofappropriation — ^ 


for cavalry horses, - - 1,200 00. 
« Amt on account of appropriation 
for freight and insurance, . §,000 00 
| D. — 56,847 00 


——— 


' * $587,264 42 


—— 
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! — DOCUMENT NO. 3. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY-GENERAL. 


To the Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir:—In conformity with instructions, I herewith transmit 
the usual Report of the Bureau over which I have the honor to 


preside. 


From the 25th of October, 1839, to the First Quarter, com- 
mencing on the lst January : and for the first, second, 
and third Quarters, ending on the 30th, Sept., 1840 :— 


Amount of expenditures from the 25th 
October, 18395 to first Quarter, commenc- 
ing January 1st, - = = = 

Amount of expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of the Army in the first Quarter, 
ending March 31st, - =- 

Amount of expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of the Army in the second Quartert, 
ending June 30th, - - =- - 

Amount ef expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of the Army in the third Quarter, 
ending September 30th, - '- 


From this amount of one hundred and 


* ninety-six thousand four hundred and 


ninety-seven dollars and sixty-two cents, 
there should 'be deducted twenty-nine 
thousand five hundred and eighty-five 
dollars: this amount having been hypo- 
thecated by me with Messrs. Peters and 
Millard in New-Orleans, for the payment 


Ph 


5,805 66 


$ 


41,000 93 


O 71,371 67 


78,319 36 


eam 


196,497 62 


CT 


Am’t carried over, $196,497 62 
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or 


Amt bro't forward, $199,497 62 
of their bill for four thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and thirty- 
seven cents, par funds, due on the 10th 
December next, - - - 20,585 00: 
Also six thousand dollars deposited in 
the hands of Messrs. Bryan, Austin and 
Co., of New-Orleans, for the payment of 
freight, premium of insurance, and other 
charges, - - - - - 6,000. 00— 35,585. 00 


160,912 62 


Leaving the amount of disbursements by this Department 
in the promissory notes of the Government for the subsistence of 
regular and volunteer foree, from the 25th October, 1839, to 
the 1st October, 1840, one hundred and sixty thousand nine 
hundred and twelve dollars and sixty-two cents. . 

This amount is much larger than it otherwise would have 
been, in consequence of the loss of the supplies purchased by 
me in New-Orleans in June last, and shipped on-board the 
schooner Yew 'Tree, bound to Linnville, which vessel was 


wrecked sixteen miles below Pass Cavallo, and cargo sold for 


the benefit of the underwriters, which threw me on this mar- 


ket for the necessary supplies for the subsistence of the Army, 


including the additional expense of transportation. 

Although the same requisition was immediately ordered to 
be filled on information reaching this Department of the loss 
sustained, yet I am not in possession of supplies ordered,in con- 
sequence of the delay in collecting the insurance, the agent 
being absent from the city. 

By advices received from New-Orleans of the 25th Septem- 
ber, the amount has been recovered froin the underwriters less 
some eight hundred dollars, which balance will undoubtedly 
be collected ; and I am happy to have the honor of informing 
the Department that I am in possession of invoices of supplies 
which are now on the road for the subsistence of one thousand 
men for six months, with the exception of beef, pork, peas or 
beans, and bread-stuffs, all of which I purchase in this country. 

I would most earnestly recommend for your consideration- 
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the appointment of Sutlers to our army, there being many 
articles required by the soldier for his comfort and convenience 
which are not furnished by the regulations; when by the ap- 
pointment of suitable persons for that duty, they would have 
the opportunity of supplying themselves, and at the same time 
add much to their comfort and the éredit of the army; whereas, 
now, their two months’ pay is squandered and filched from them. 
in the grog-shops in as many hours. 

I would respectfully beg leave to call your attention to the 
necessity of an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars being 
made by Congress for the amount already expended by me 
from the subsistence appropriation for supplies furnished by 
this Department to the volunteers, and-the probable amount 
yet due, as the amount furnished remains charged against me, 
no appropriation having been made by Congress. 

In conclusion, I would most respectfully recommend an ad- 
ditional appropriation of nine hundred dollars, par funds, or 
its equivalent in the promissory notes of the Government, to 
meet a contract.already made by me to increase the Commis- 
sary Store-house, which I found absolutely necessary for the 
protection of Public Stores; all of which I beg leave most re- 
spectfully to submit. l 

With great respect, Í have the honor to be,- , 
i Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Commissary- General of Subsistence. 


CoMMISSAR Y-GENERAL'8 DEPARTMENT, 
: Austin, October 1st, 1840. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 4. 


REPORT OF COLONEL OF ORDNANCE, i 


k 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
| (d September, 1840. 
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othe Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, ; i 
. . Secretary of War: 1, 

SIR:—1n accordance with your instructions, I have the 
honor of presenting yon with a report of. the present state of 
this Bureau, and au, estimate of its probable wants. 

It will be necessary to revert to the past, for the purpose of | 
accounting for the apparent inactivity of the mechanical,  . E 
branch of tie Department since my last report. ži 
' Å contract was made with Messrs. Tryon. Son & Co., of^ 
» Philadelphia, about the 29th day, of May. 1939, for fifteeen - 1 
| hundred stands of muskets; one hundred stands ro be delivered ! 
| monthly from the date expressed in the contract. The gener- — ø l 
al sickness which prevailed, during the summer succeeding, | 
‘delayed their manufacture, A suipnisnt wes promised and l 

expected early in the fali: but the manufacturers: found: it JA 
impossible to comply with their promise. . ] 

In- expectation of the immediate receipt of the arms es men- 
, tioned, the late Secretary of War ordered all hands employed 2 
| inthe Armory to be diseharged, “except a sua! tient number to 

take charge of the public buildings, &e 3’ the repairs of arms -_ 
; were therefore suspended. ‘nis order bears date Sth Novem- 
ber, 1839. T 

The orders of his Excellency the President, dated 13th Feb- -> . 
‘tary last, for the removal of the «aitiliery, small arms, : u- l 
, munition and stores”. from Hou o4 to Austin, was received 
, about the end of that month, ana preparations instantly made 

for their execution, The ordnance storcs, &c., were sent by 
, Way of Linn’s Landing. Stress of weather and the difficulty — , 
| of transportation af that season of the year, delayed their arri- 

, Val at Austin until the latter part of May. Previous to that 
| Ume a detail had been ordered from the line for ordnance duty, 


- 
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and the number was subsequently increased. The necessary 4 
' Work-shops, store-houses, &c., have been commenced and are F 
, partly finished and in use. , i ps * 
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- horse-power machine. I have the gratification:to report the 


short time. Another Spanish brass-piece is'now'at the Armo- 


170 
Upon collecting and inspecting some field-pieces of artille- 
ry, a three-pounder brass cannon was found near 'l'exana, 
but fromi bad usage rendered nearly useless. Arrangements, 
were made for the purpose of boring it with the use of Brigg’s 


complete success of this experiment. The piece now carries 
a six-pound ball, and will be mounted and fit for service ina 


ry, which has been injured in a similar manner. Her diame- 
ter is four and three-fourth inches; consequently, a fourteen : 
pounder. This cannon will admit expansion of caliber, and 
can be bored to, carry as a sixteen pounder; with equal effect as 
her present bore. 1 wait the order of the Department on this 
subject. ; 3 

The “Twin Sisters," with other artillery, and.the necessary , 
ordnance stores, &c., are in battery at the Ganison, ready for 
service. à ; 

The Colonel of Ordnance is required by the ordnance re- 
gulations to keep all posts, garrisons and troops supplied with 
ordnance stores &c., &c., but such requisition;cannot be com- 
plied with, even to a moiety, under the present mode of pro- - 
curing supplies. Ifthe country is to be kept prepared for war, 
offensive or defensive, a regular supply of ammunition must 
be kept constantly at our dépôts. It 1s, therefore, imperative ' 
upon me again to urge the necessity of making an arrangement 
with the manufacturers of powder and lead, in the United . 
States, for a regular supply monthly—if so decided —or at some 
stated periods. At present, we have but one dépót supplied, 
and that on the frontier. We are depending upon orders sent 
io our agent at New-Orleans for our stores, these have al 
ready frequently failed. The supply of lead is entirely given 
out there,and we are obliged to send to Missouri for it. Our 
Magazines should be our resource, and they be supplied under 
contract, with the proper security given for its fulfilment. The 
Magazine at Houston is perfectly safe, and is well adapted for | 


' one dépót, from which the western couniry can be furnished. 


‘This post is provided with two, which will contain as much 
powder as may be necessary for ordinray service, even in time of 
active war. In removing the ordnance stores, &c., under the 
late order of his Excellency the President, the officer in charge 
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had orders to form his line in close column of march, and blow 
up all ordnance stores within the effect of the powder, in case | 
of the appearance of the enemy. What, then, would have 
been our situation here ?—alZ our ammunition was on the - 
march. ax. . 
An additional supply of small arms will Also be required. 
For until we can erect an armory of construction we must de- , 
pend upon foreign countries for our arms; and consequently 
1 becomes necessary tó provide in time for cases of emergency. 
The muskets manufactured in the United States are decidedly 
. superior to any other ;—the excellence of workmanship, uni- 

. formity of all the component parts of the arm, connected with - 
their unquestioned durability, renders them superior to any 
other manufacture; these qualities are also relied upon to prove. - 

them the most economical. 5 - ' h 
In addition to the contract With Messrs. Tryon, Son &. Co. 
for fifteen hundred stands of iuskets,'a part of which have - 
been received, our service has been supplied by the Armory, i 
with ‘arms which were captured from the énemy, and have , 
been repaired. Notwithstanding the interruption consequent 
"pon moving, and the preparations here for resuming our : 
work, we have recovered the brass piece of ordnanea before 
mentioned, ‘now classed as a four póunder, and repaired one 
hundred and thirty muskets. These have been made fit for 
service, by repairing and fitting the component parts of a mass 
of material, collected from time to time from the remnant of 
those purchased ın 1835 and’ 1836, and those mentioned as 
captured from the enemy. : ONG 
These repairs are still progressing. A supply of iron for: 
mounting artillery—steel, emery, &c. &c., for small arms will 
be required, a list of which will be forwarded to New-Orleans. 
Its cost will amount to about five hundred dollars, par money. 
The necessary expenses of the Ordnance Department (pro- 
per,) during the present yéar, have been paid by the Quarter- .1. 
Master-General, tio “appropriation having been ‘made by the 
last Congress for that purpose. The sum appropriated by 
them for the “contingent expenses” was not known to the 
Colonel of Ordnance until a few months since, (the laws of 


that session not having been published, and tlie captions fur- i 


nished from the Department of State not containing it; togeth- |. 
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er with the order of the late Secretary of, War to the Quarter. 
Master-General to furnish the Department with funds, he 
being also under the impression “that no appropriation was 

made.) A small amount (only five hundred dolars) has 
been drawn from. that appropriation, a- part of which. still rę- 
mains unegpe de: 

The amount iirmmih d hy the Quarter-Master-General for 
the past your wil] ceciuinv his report. <’ 

The necessary €2* uss for tbe enreent year will depend 
entirely apor t ain 2f Congress as regards the Depart | 
ment. Tf any aiy ovr const neler i? decided upon, the 
necessary Wididrats eo es ery y ME wil require a liberal ap- 
propriatios. E MMS o Haba. fae à view to that object, 
have bee: ay poparek ard ove now in thus office and held subject 
to orders. The « sitrnes m eost Wi eepend much upon the 
locatio: cf sb. ws tis, the pos E Jou. abd the style of archi 
*ecturo. 


Shouid i: bed zac 
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ary œ continue an armory fot 
repairs ov nrtbely nn arms guz, a comparative small 
amot: tof anpe znütssi--muy ight  nousand dollars—will 
be rewired, (par iunus—- exclusive wv buildings.) . 

I bez eave, through you. ics, ci cdy to call the attention 
of Cr gress to my te ees resori upon light artillery and py- 
rotesc rn & espo nf whe aecorapamos this. 
suj fos: report from this Department, it will 
iu Cores of tie Esaineer Department having 
be. &sziznea P us .uy the for. ace administration, they were 
pe. cemeg; and pertially so, ender the present, althongh with- 
Ou: ooral oF de PS FO that effect. You will therefore attribute 
my exumlitiop of wens, &e., fv s National Armory, at the 
ety cf Ausia rY rehercvor re ay to determined by Congress, 
to the reo: 2e ib ve: namely, an ^. zious, desire to facilitate 
fie poooendty of tbe Depe tment and of the Republic.” jn: 
c bto fo tha r'ens added te my report of 22d Apri] past 
imepisnes ap estimete of the artiilery ; &c., necessary for the de- 
Lue» of Port galveston, (east end o£. Galveston Island,) San | 
Ans, a (e wes, ele.) Pont; Es al var, Brazos Santiago, Velas- 
r ooh fe dres, singo f e those defences are ready 
ig action etc taco a 
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since for the protection of the Archives of the Government 
and of the citizens, in the event of an Indian attack at the. 
buildings occupied as the Capitol, were carried out so far as ^ 
practicable. The present Garrison was constructed for the 
purpose of affording that ‘protection ; in doing so, it should. 
necessarily embrace room enough for the accommodation of 
three or four hundred persons; "The nature of the. ground is 
such as to, require its present formation, if that space be includ- ° 
ed, which aecounts for its uncouth: appearance and apparent 
unmilitary form. 

I cannot close this report before most earnestly soliciting the 
action of the. Department towards the repairs necessary at Port 
Galveston. The battery is unsafe, even in firing salutes; it 

requires an immediate, complete and thorough repair, without 
regard to the erection of the Fort recommended. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
Your o bedient servant, 


GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 


Colonel Ordnance. | 


Memorandum to ‘General Hamilton, 22d April, 1840. 


EARITSON GUNS. 


‘Fort Velasco. 
9 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage. 


S od Fort Aransas. : 


- 


12.twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage 
9 twelve pounders. « 


* 


NN 
jk oe 


2 
3 


Fort Brazos Santiago. - ; 

- 12 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage," 
e+ 9 twelve pounders, n ak 
[41 


4 six pounders. 


Star Redoubt at the east end of Galveston Island. © 
9 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage, .— 


3 twelve pounders. s 
Say 15 guns, deducting 4 EUR two pounders now there. . 
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Small Triangular Redoubt at Point Boliver. 
3 twelve pounders—Iron carriage, 


Isle San Luis. ` 
3 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage, 
2 six pounders. - - « 


RECAPITULATION. 


45 twenty-four pounders, 
24 twelve pounders, , 
6 six pouuders: 


H 


Cannister, grape and round-shot, with sabots for fixed am^ | 


munition. The Star Redoubt will throw red-hot shot from its 
furnace. l 

5,000 muskets of the best workmanship, flint-and-steel loeks, 
and accoutrements complete. Flints, screw-drivers, thumb- 
screws, &c. &c..&c., complete. - j : 

‘4,000 pounds pig lead. i 

Sword-belts, &c., complete for non-commissioned officers 
of infantry, of fifty-six men to each company.  ; 

[Signed] GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 

i i Col. Ordnance. 


The items,-above directed to be purchased for the Republic 
of Texas, must undergo the proof (directed for such articles) 
in the country where they may be purchased. 

Paes} os ` B. T. ARCHER, 

Secretary of War. 
ne oña f the President. ^ : 
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DODUMENT NO, & | 


REPORT OF PAY-MASTER.GENERAL.' 


i , 
Pay DEPARTMENT, 
Austin Oet. 6, 1840. 
n: NS 
Sır :—1 have the honor of transmitting to you a statement‘ 


. ofthe operations of this Department from the 30th Sept., 1839, 
* to include the 30th Sept., 1840. 


i 

175 zt 

r ; i 
From the following statement it will be seen that the funds . 


received by this Department, to include the third quarter of the 
present year for the payment of the army, volunteers and mi- 
litia, amounts to $391,646 05, including the unexpended 
balance, of which $221,623 69 was applied to the payment - 
of the volunteers and militia, prior to the 31st Dec., 1839, 
which was due for the years 1838 and 1839, the balance : 
amounting to $174,921 23 to the regular army, making i in ali i | 
f 
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$396,544 92, including the amount on hand reported in my 
last Annual Report. 

' The regular army have been settled with to the 30th Sept., 
1840.. Several companies of militia and volunteers, having 
rendered service the present year, (and for which their payis ^ || 
due) have been under the necessity of waiting, in consequence - 
of the last-Congress having made no appropriation to meet — 
the claims subsequent to the 31st Dec., 1839. » 

The duties of this Department have been arduous and per- | 
plexing, in consequence of having to visit almost every coun- | 
ty in the eastern portion of the Republic. In many instances  '' 
the Muster-Rolls of the militia were so imperfect and incor- : 
rect, that I could not, with propriety take the responsibility of 
paying them without considerable labor in having them cor- y : 
rected, Lat length, however, succeeded in settling satisfacto- ——, l ' 
rily with all those who made application, and in a much 
shorter period than Lanticipated. . l i, 

The annual estimate of the regular army for the year 0841 i^. 
will be made up as early as practicable, when, it will be for- 
warded to your Department. POP 

The estimate for the volunteers and militia for the present . : 1| 
year, (1840) I shall have to defer at , present, in consequence — uM. 
of hot having received the' Muster-Rolls, when they shall ~ 
have been returned, I shall also make up the estimate, and  ; ; 


transmit it accordingly. E r 
I have the honor to be, with esteem,- g i 
. Your most obedient servant, ; 
‘ J; SNIVELY, t 
Pu Pay- Master- General. | $ 
; E M 
Hon. Branc T. ARCHER, d a 
` Secretary of m ar. I I | ! ey” 
24 E : ; . l s d f 
^ x : | Ža j 
a ji ) : / 
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: DR. The Republic of Texas in Account Current 
1840. 
Oct. 6, To amount expended in paying the 
regular army since the 30th Sept., 
i -' . 3839,toinclude 30th Sept., 1840. 5174,21 23 
" a a Amount expended in paying the 
' militia and volunteers since the 
j 90th Sept., 1839, to include the 
81st Dec., 1839. - - . - 221,623 69. 
: * «& at Balance due the Republic, to be 
accounted for in next accounts, ‘23,885 97 
$420,439 89 | 
. Stated at Austin this 6th October, 1840. 
t 
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i ; o "d 
with J. SON, Pay-Master- General. o OR p 
" j 4 
1839. à 1 | 
Oct. 21, “By cash on hand at last General Re- i 
port, -go oc oe - - $28,793.84 h 
1840. ^ 3 . M : P i 
Act. 6, “= Amount of cash received since S 


the 30th Sept., 1839, to the 30th 
Sept., 1840, for the pay of the ar- 


my and militia, — - - 391,646 05 
£ $120,439 89 
By balance brought down, . $23, 885 97 
5 " J. SNIVELY, . 


Pay- Master- General. 


DOCUMENT NO. 6. 


ACCOUNTS CURRENT WITH THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


Treast RY DEPARTMENT, i 
First Auditor's Office, Austin, Sept. 10, 1840. í 


4 


Hon. BRANcH T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

SIR :— Herewith enclosed, I transmit three several Accounts 
Current, showing the amount of funds at the disposition of 
the War Department from the 1st Oct., 1839, to the 31st Aug., 
1840, inclusive, and -showing a- balance on ‘the latter date of 
seventeen thousand four hundred and sixty-three dollars and 
eiehty-nine cents (817,468 89.) for which no returns have 
been made. 

Iam, yery respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES MASON, First Auditor. 
Ww - a f 1 
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DR. A. Sidney HUE Secretary " "War, in Account 
ER Oct., 1839, to the 


* ~ 


1839. - | u : 


Oct. 16, To draft on Treasury in.favor of A. | 
Sidney Johnston; Secretary.of War, ^ > ' 
. 5:1. payable out of Million Appropriation, $94,638 39, 
Dec. 9, “ Draftin favor of A. Sidney Johnston, 
. payable out of Million Appropriation, 10,000 00 


* $104,638 30; 


TRE ASURY DEPART 


& *. 


E: certify that the foregding. exhibits a frue statement ‘of the 
. period therein expressed. : 


T ^ 
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179, E | 
Current with the e Republic of Téxas, ne om the 1st of OR. f | 
5th of Feb., 1840. ' KS a 
1839. ^ —— t gf | 
Oct, ~ By amount of deposite in Merchants! _ t 
Bank, New-Orleans, to the credit of | 
Wm. Henry Daingerfield, Commis- I oe. 
. sary-Genéral of Purchases, as per : 
letter of Assistant tastier of said. ,-- ^. 
Bank, - - = BF 0, 000 00 


Dec. 31, * Amount of draft on Merchants’ ` 
Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Al- 
den A. M: Jackson, elvarged to Wm. 


G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, . 208 55 |. . 

« 4 € Amount ‘of draft, on Merchants) ` : 
Bank, New-Orleans, i in favor of Hen- * om "E 
ry Kelser, (charged to W. G. Cooke, . ; 
Quarter- -Master-General,) - 270 00 | 


* * € Amount of draft on Merchants’ >. 
_ Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Wm. " 


á G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, ; 
(charged him) -  - - - 2,500 00 . 
1840. f 
Feb. 5, :^ “Receipt of Wm. G. Cooke, ES , 
£ « Secretary of War, for balance depo- ' j 
sited in Bank, New-Orleans, to the ; 
i eredit of the War Department, . 31,659 84 "E 
3 ; AE i Í 
^ . | $104,638 39 LEN 
: t i ` D a S^ ` 
de. First Auditors Office, “Austin, Sept. 10, 1840. 
accounts E A. Sidgey J ohnston, late Secretary of War ; for the B i 
CHARLES MASON, Fitsi Auditor. l 
P x j P : 
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- ^ DR. Wm. G. Cooke, Acting Secretary of War,in Account 
"2 |. to the Mh 
* 1840. l e 
Feb. 5, To amount received from Gen, A. Sid- 
ney Johnston, beng balance deposit- 
ed in Merchants’ Bank to the credit 
of the War Department, - $31,659 84. 
LH Lad r à 
l - NE $31,659, 84 
E —MÀ HÀ 
: Treasury Depart | 
Lect ty ise Us tiv goig exhibits a true statement of the 
pero 4290 Oxi es" E i 
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Current with the Republic of Texas, from the 5th eb. CR. 
April, 1840. 


^ -— 
r + Y 
x H 


z 


1840. 
April, By amount of draft on Merchants’ Bank, : 
New-Orleans, in favor of Wm. G. : 
Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, and ^ 
charged to him, - $495 75 
Pc Amount of-Hon. Branch T. Archer's : 
receipt for balance on deposite in z * 
Bank, New-Orleans, to the credit of p 
War Department, - - - 31,164 09 
$31,659 84 f 


MENT, First Auditors Office, Austin; Sept. 10th, 1840. 
accounts of Wm. G. Cooke, Acting Secretary of War, for the 


CHARLES MASON, First Auditor.. 
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DR. Eransk T. Archer, Secretary of War, in Account 
i April to the Slsi 
1540. i 


April 11, Fo amount received from Wm. G. . 
Cooze, Acting Secretary of War, 
being balance on deposite in Mer- 
caants Bank, Xew-Orieans, to the . 
1 predit ofthe War Department, $31,164 0 
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$31,164 us 

Aaz BE Too. os. 5. c- unted for, $11,875 55 
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I eert t ccLchlilnvrXIG 22.7.2. true statement of the 
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153 . 
Current ith the Republic of Tezas, from the Yih CR. 
August, 1940. ; M " 
1810. s " dg 
April, By amount paid Charles D. Sayre for i 
bill of patent rifes, | (charged: to Coi. . 
Hockley,} — - 83,282 50 
& * Amount of draft on- Merchants’ 
Dank, New-Orleans, in favor of W. 
HL Watrous, Commissary of Pur-, 
chases, { charged him.j - 5.080 00 
Pas * Amount of draft on Merchants? . .* 


Bank, New-Orleans, 12 favor of Al- 

den A. AL Jackson, charged to Wm. - -> 
G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, ALT 72 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ f 
| Bank, New-Oreans, in favor of ; 
E Benjamin Y. Giiien, be p ES "i a 
icharged him} — - 5,590 00.* 5 } 
luy 31, “= Amount of draft on Merchants’ 
Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of G. 


oy 
we 
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W. Hoekiey, Col. of Ordnance, - : 
(charged him," . 2593 7B 
xo è S oa Amonnt of draft on Merchants 
Bank. New-Orleans, in favor of G. L 
Yr. Hockley, Col. of Ordnance, - B 
{eharged him ^ - . 9.293 - p 
Ang. &, * Amount of draft oh Merchants 5 
Bank, New-Orleans. in favor of G. 
t . OW. Hockley, Col. of (Iuno QEES EE 
(charged him.) - 78i 36 | 
^ $21, - Balance charged and to be acconnt- ; as 
ed for, - - 11,875 58 a 
$31,164 08 y 
Finsr ÁvDrroms Orrice, September, 10, 1840, À 


accounts ef Branch T.. Archer, Secretary of War, for the pe Pi 7 
CHARLES MASON, First Auditor. 
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To His Excelleney M. B. «van: f 
Sig:—Ihaveths toner fo roc te oux Report of the 

Department, over wireh yon La — onze ine te p'ejde. ,. 

as possible the nature anda. utes Toa cemiract 2 uo by Mr. 

SM. Williams, our Mavai Ayete ova Me, EF ederick Dap- ` 


‘son, for the construction of the +2. * .atemplated by th act 
of Congress “for augmenting tie navy, and making 51cap- 


contract was then but partly complied with, but sinc „hat 


due; and every thing else appertaining to this contract has 
been complied with in the most generous and liberal manner.. 
The brig and sloop-of-war, like all the other vessels, have been 
constructed on a much more commodinius scale than the con- 
tract required, and have been furnished in a more suitable 
manner than that for which the contractors were obligated. 
The brig, which was the last vessel received on the contract, 
| was delivered at Galveston with the naval equipments belong- 
ing to her, and the other vessels, on the 25th April, L§40,— 
_ the ship on the 5th of Jaguary previous. I fake pleasure ir 


4 


s 
* 


In my last repart o vary Pie coticy, E represse t as nearly, 


.ptopriation. therefor,’ approved November 4th, 1837." Che. 


time Mr. Dawson has delivered the brig and sloop-of-a — then ' 
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Ck ," refer you to the report of Capt. J. G. Tod, late Naval Agent 
Yos to the United States. fx vonsequei:ce Jf his not beirig able to 
close 2 coutract wih My. H H. Williams of Baltimore for our 
á Supplies on sucz tere v — 2 deemed the publie interest re. 
i quires, ores was.  ' py Tue In my last annual report, 
; he pucchased sub C tent or the means placed at his! 
contro, gams : rrahnsed thet he did so, for not, 
`s anticipate: d H . » gt lost Congress, an agreement: 
Los migh: hove bear » quite foreign to the interest of: 
Mo. . the ecunsry, ar te. AWS rege ac’ ng the navy. My, 
2 chief . ud sot itt nir. v . Tod to contract with Mr. Wil 
; liams, ws to avo} cnr.ces of the misuse of public 
fund? cs possibie. |. «he exertions of Capt. Tod, and 
faithful serviveso. ^7: °° ns, | am, however, now enabled! 
^ . — torepon to yourk.. l- . ceentiresettlement of the whole 
trancacicn. "Ehe To or, appointed by law to settle ! 
the accourir cf fe ntl Iv had an inv estigation, and I 
believe satie 3r “Capt. Tod's secaunts. 
i This oeer s - = ^ credit for the management 
and ¢ «te cay xs operations. His attention to 
-theel etea cu 2s ~ ie .o him in the United States, 
: as Wel. ns his Con. t connection with this Depart 
i ^ ment, bas always © ' Land Td and meets my 
i P cordia’ cpurebation. 
: (0077 The condis 75€ "rant with Mr. Dawson, so far as 
contems the cele . hin, only rendered it necessary 
1 ` for Fira to ave por seid eff the bar at the east pass 
of Gaivesion Bay. — ' ion ves stivulated for by Mr. 
f Davsor urd thah 9". . the vesrel would aot be able, in 
i . ‘eonssquenc: ss Aer . - to enter tne bar. “This was a 
Aig 'gererai belief, but it iios since Lich accertained that the ship | 
Ba can atall times pass aua cras dio Ptr wih hor fall armament 
, and entire draught of wair. 
P aq For your Excellency’ 's better infozmation, and that of the 
Honorable Congress, I shall submit for consideration, with my’ 
i | ‘report, the contract between Mr. Frederick. Dawson and Mr. , l 


l Samuel M. Williams as being more full and explicit than any | 
Ze exposition [ might be able to make of the subject. This doct- | 
) ‘> ment formed a part of my last annual report to your Excel! 
lency. nevertheless, I think it my duty to lay it ual before ` 


x 


e 


; 2 - 
you for consideration, that the entire amount of the national 
expenditure for the procurement of our naval force may notbe ' 
lost sight of, and that every feature of its true situation may - 
be familiar to” Congress, which legislated it into existence. T- 
shall say nothing further on this sabject, except that the five 
hundred and sixty thousand doiiar bonds, hypothecated for 
twelve months in pledge for ihe p inetusi peyment ef the two 
hundred and eighty thousand doilar bonds, tue amount to be 
;paid for the vessels, has been forfeited aceoming ta the condi- - 
tions of te contract. and that Mr, Dawson now horis them as 


hhabilities 5..2*nst i: Ge - gent, re'ddeercatie in fve years, 
Jin gold, siives, or its euni , ivver@st and princ pa: payable 
in London. Phe Sse] ed and Sixty Wonsanrd dollar 
bonds were fortes... i + Goy uf Dee, 1929, and Mr. 


Dawson b. qirreuy ced - 00 cr agert ta deissnd the interest 
and diffe: seo of rage stresu the En:ted States and 
London, .15,5u10,7 t ne, aty ticusand doiiars. 

I haye nover beeuanforzy ithe ex: .t nature of the bonds 
which vue io ug iscued’ b ie Loan Uommisoners, except 
from tk eeztrae. isch, fro which Linier that Mr. Dawson 
was to have ihe puivvegert uideting Lis bonds by selecting 
the public lands at,the Gove..:.nent price. ‘The sterling bonds 
which Mr. Dawson agreed io take in lieu of the iva hundred 
and sixty thousand doliar bonds, provided they wer: forieited,- 
have not been issued fo him ; and I presume, from the fact of 
his not having urge“ .n exchange, that he prefers the liabili- 
ties which he has in his possession. dike 

I feel a delicacy and want of ability to advise your Exeel- ~ 
lency on this subject, ad hope that I shall have sufficiently 
discharged my duty by a plain statement of the facts as they 
exist. 

The purchase of the steam-ship-of-war Zavala is still re- 
maining in the eondition represented. to you in my last annual 
report. In consequence of the uncertainty which: is thrown 
around the final adjustment of this affair, I think it highly 
advisable to have a thorough investigation instituted ; and for' 
| that reason your Excellency will find among the accompany- 
. ing documents every thing connected with the purchase. I » 
. Will, however, take occasion £o remark that the Zavala ought 
not te cost the Government a greater amount than one hundred 
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and forty thousand dollars, because it is one of the ptincipal 
stipulations of the contract for her purchase, that the original 
cost was not to exceed thirty thousand dollars, and repairs then 
deemed requisite to fit her out as a vessel of way, when added 


severity thousand dollars in sound funds ; in consideration of: 
which, and the depreciated state of our curreney, the Commis. ; 
sioners of the five million loan were to issue the bonds of thet 
Government to Cen. James Hamilton, agent for Mr. Holford, for} 
double the amount of the actual costs and expenditures up to! 
the time of her delivery at Galveston, which bonds, so issued, 
- Were to be redeemable 13 five years :0 bear interest at ten pery 
cent. per ann". payad.e semi-annu&tüay at the United States 
Bank of Penv«i:v 5014. or at such ageney in‘London as Texas 
might selec’ ° 
Ttwould.: mc Sunset. ..e tohave itin my power to lay’ 
before yo: * ^ ^. 7 ct gott ef this purchase; but from! 
Some cate: à S b anc id Haule quo authorized agents | 
for aud: ovr 2 c0 ov 6 fhe wrpusi nirehase, and inet 


&5niu qne tu ese. dete na Gon. Jeees Hamilton, the agent 
for Mr. Hoeri ang cioe Barner co Hams, the Loan 
Gonuabstuners. fo theinrehase othe CLoleston, and T pre- 
sume y vend hav cone so to tie ! ci exeat, if the real posi- | 
dou ofthe: cas: had Leen known. For. this confirmatory act, 

itseeai ie Gave Peended to ratify ihe purchase according to ' 
the accompany ng uontiac. vet fpe et is somewhat at variance 

with its tenor, beean» tt e piy allows tie sum of one hundred ; 
and twenty thousand dótiass ns te nid natum of remuneration, 
whereas one hundred and forig theisand may be required. I 
shall take pleasure in submitting to your Excellency the teport | 
of the auditing agents, as soon as it shall have been made to | 
this Department. 
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In my last report to your Excellency, | spoke of the Zava- 
la having been ordered to Néw-Orleans, to undergo some 
slight, but indispensable repairs. I regret to inform you, that 
contrary to the instructions received, this vessel was detained 
much longer, and expended a much larger amount than was 
anticipated, or allowed by the orders given to lier commander. 
You will,perceive that the amount of nine thousand dollars 
was placed in the hands of the purser, subject to his order for 
repairs and incidental expenses, and the manner of using then 
'30 particularly mentioned as to leave no possible room for mis- 
apprehension ; notwithstanding which, and specific orders not 
‘to incur any liabilities against the Government, the sum of 
fsixteen thousand twenty-fcur dollars and fifty cents, ovér and 


as the utmost limit of expenditure, has been accumulated in 
various ways, as will be more fully shown by the annexed 
expenditure bill. Among the unauthorised debts of this vessel 
‘the firm of of Priestly & Bien of New-Orleans are creditors to 
the amount of four thousand seven hundred and thirty-six 
| dollars. By the orders of your Excellency, the sùm of thirty 
thousand dollars in the promissory notes of this Government, 
drawn from the naval appropriation of this and the past year, 
was hypothecated in New-Orleans on the 15th July last by Mr. 
Brannam, the Naval Agent, until after the adjournment of the 
' present Congress, at the end of which time they are to become 
ihe‘property of the above named firm upless sooner redeemed 
by the payment of the debt in par funds. Jf any measures 
ean be resorted to for the payment of the amount for which the 
promissory notes have been pledged it would not only dvoid 
an onerous discount, but in ‘the present limited affairs of the 
service, it would be of essential value in the liquidation of 
many authorised expenditures at home. I regret that any lia- 


been my studious care to limit its purchases to the scanty and 
insufficient. appropriations made by the last Congress for its 
maintainance ; this, however, presents one of those cases which 
Do care of foresight of this Department could either anticipate 
or control; a reference to the orders and instructioris given to 
Capt. Hinton, and hereto annexed, I trust will satisfy you of 
this fact. . I hope this matter may receive your especial atten- 


above the amount of nme thousand dollars, entrusted to him’ 


bilities should have accumulated against the navy, for it has, 


^ 


- 


7 


as 


Pte. amem t md ja 
= 


Y 


vis 


244] - 
i ee; v o e. T. 8 ib. d£ 5 
^ . + e ' 
Li : : 
B i 
y " 190 
(B tion, and that some speedy method of settlement will be de. 


vised. ^ It is the only unauthorised debt which has accumu- 
lated against the navy, since my administration-of the affairs 


e of this office. : There is still near twelve thousand dollars of- 
» the outstanding accounts of the Zavala, of which no disposi. | 
d tion has been been made, and they consist principally in small ‘ 

bills for supplies afforded, or services rendered by persons but, 


; little able either to lose their dues, or abide a delay of their pay. ! 
ment. 
- Qn the return of the Zavala to Galveston, her natural efi- 
`, ciency was found to be very much inereased, and I have no 
' hesitation in saying that the unauthorised repairs were essen- 
tially needed, and they would have been suggested by the 
- proper authority, except for the consciousness of inability toi 
pay forthem. ' During the present cruise of our fleet on the, 
Mexican eoast, this vessel has proven herself decidedly .the 
most efficient in the service. For information concerning her 
present condition and efficiency, as wéll as that of all the ves- ` 
“sels in service, with the exception of those in ordinary, I refer : 
you to the accompanying report of Commodore E. W. Moore. 
On the occasion of ordering the navy to sea during the 
month of June last, the brig Wharton, Commander George, 
p Wheelwright, was partially provisioned and fitted out for the . 
expedition, but it was found she would not be able to go on'a 
IE cruise without great expense, and the purchase of many arti- : 
cles not on hand, it was therefore deemed advisable to order: ' 
the crew and officers on board the San Antonio, to join the 
A squadron on the Gulf, to be distributed to the best advantage, 
as none of the vessels had a complement of either men or ofli- 
cers. Owing to the manner in which her crew was shipped, 
i by the commanders it was not in the power, of the proper au- 
thority to carry that order into effect. 
The brigs Wharton and Archer have both beer dismantled 
. and laid up in ordinary under charge of Commander J. Clark, 
., an officer of experince and merit in his profession. They have 
-: been lately caulked and placed in as good a state of preserva- 
* tion against the weather as the limited means of the Pelee R 
"x , would admit. 
The navy-yard under the charge of John G. 'T'od has bad 
' improved, and the buildings repaired, yothont having scarcely 
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any of the necessary "means afforded him for the aecomplish- 
ment of the undertaking. A system of accountability has 
been established throughout the station, from which the De- 
partment has already experienced beneficial results. 

In consequence of the leaky condition of the brig Potomac, - 
formerly the receiving ship, she has had every thing removed 
from her; placed securely in the yard, and her crew transfer- 
red fo the Wharton. It has since been discovered, and pre- 
rented as far as it was deemed necessary, to keep her from, 
sinking. This vessel is now and has been for a long while, , 
perfectly useless to the Government for any purpose whatever, 
and, as an application has been made by the commander of 
ihe station to transfer her to the pilot of Galveston, with a view ` 
f making a light boat of her, upon such terms as he believes 
would be beneficial to the public interest, I advise the measure, 
;lelieving it will not interfere with the best interests of the 
,Iavy, and that it will be of great advantage to our growing 

commerce. . 
| The navy-yard at Galveston is still held at the abeyance of ~» 
"its legal owners, who might at any time seriously discommode , 
| lheserviee. "This fact is sufficient to prevent the construction . 
; of any permanent improvements, for if the Government is to 
, be deprived of the use of them at the discretion of any person 
' who may become the purchaser of the premises, it is better 
that temporary arrangements should be made. I would ad- , 
| vise that an agent be appointed to conclude something final 
‘upon this subjeet, for the nature of the service at'all times  , 
e lenders it necessary to have the entire and‘uninterrupted use , 
. of its naval dépôts. . The construction of reservoirs, quarters, 
sal-lofts, ware-houses, powder-magazines and batteries, should 
, always be done with a view to permanency. So far as the” 
erection of naval ware-houses, and the erection of new dépóts 
; are concerned, I shall make but few remarks only giving it as 
my humble opinion that the establishment of some three or” 
four at convenient intervals along our coast,'would be of es- - 
Sential service to our commerce, and facilitate greatly in the 
disseminatiom of correct knowledge concerning the extent,of 
our bays, and the depth of water on our bars. : 
. Nothing further has been done since my last annual report, 


x 


in the contemplated survey- of the. coast, for the reason that 
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the instraments procured especially with a view to this object, 
E .-. were required by the commissioner appointed to run the boun. 
ps ` dary line between Texas and the United States. It was with 
great reluetance, and not until aftér a full conviction of the 
necessity of doing so, that the. instruments wére transferred. 

*" Assoon.as the squadron returns, the instruments will have been 
restored, and there" will be nothing to interfere with the im. ; 
mediate and satisfactory survey of the coast. 
The navy agent has recently settled his accounts. A large | 

- amount of móney has passed through the hands of this officer, 
and I am gratified at the fact of his having closed his steward. 

. ship with satisfaction to those who have the inspeetion of his : 
conduct. Concerning the details of his settlement, I refer you 

to the Second Auditor with whom it has been made. In the 
present condition of the service, the navy agent has the put.’ 
chase of almost every thing consumed bythe navy ; andI 

_ would thereforé advise that some more definite laws be enacted 
for the government of his contracts for supplies, and that his* 
functions in this respect be more intimately connected with 
the commanding officer of the station or squadron, on whose? 

- requisitions his purchases are made. Too many guards can- : 
‘not be thrown around the duties of disbursing officers, for they’ 

do not encumber the honest, and act as the ‘most salutary 
checks against the misuse of government funds. ~“ > `, 
Commodore Ei. W. Moore has not yet entirely settled his ? 

- accounts; he was ordered fo this place in the month of April * 
last for that purpose, but was unable to close his business, in | 

* consequence ofthe absence of Capt. John G. Tod, with whom. 
he had’ transacted some of his monetary affairs. Capt. Tod 
has since returned, and his settlement witl the Auditor J hope | 

has removed every difficulty in the way of a final and satis- | 
factory disposition of Commodore Moore's accounts. ; 


? The following list of articles represents the amount of naval 


+ 


supplies now in the navy store, and those slops and articles 
. of subsistence which are deficient, viz :—. j 


et 


216 gallons Beans, ^. ^ . 18tierces Rice, 
ciy , 63 bbls. Beef, 10 hhds. Sugar, 
Pon 19 : do. Bread (very bad; {2 bbls. ^ do. : 


; ' A do, Pork, 


^ 


m 193 .: 


RATIONS DEFICIENT. 
Raisins, Pickles, Cheese; Butter, Whiskey, Vinegar, Molas- 
kes, Tea and Flour . NM E M 


t 
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NECESSARY SLOPS DEFICIENT, 


. Soàp, Candles, Shoes, Woollen Socks, and many other ' 
atticles purchased by Government. 

Avery limited quantity of the articles consumed by the navy 
Mor this year have been afforded by the: appropriations for 
1540. With a few exceptions they were obtained by Capt. 
Tod, out of the appropriation for last year, during the execu- 
gion of his duties as naval agent in Baltimore. 'Phé entire 
avy might have been provisioned, equipped and manned for’ 
he present year if Congress had recognised the policy of active ~ 
perations ; but when the fact of the disbanding law was pro- 
aimed through the sanctity of legislative action, its uncertain 
rms threw every thing connected with the navy into doubt, | 
ilording ample latitude for speculation, as to the actual mean- 
ng of the law, and rendering it necessary for the navy to be , 
‘held in continual readiness for a “hostile demonstration." If 
a peremptory law had been coneluded upon by Congress com- : 
ling, and not requesting the President to lay the navy up 
jin ordinary ; if a law had been passed, in the wording of which 
mo such doubtful term ds “hostile demonstration ” was writ- 
to, and by which your Excellency was relieved from the : 
ecessity of deciding upon what construction Congress intend- 
‘ed should. be placed upon the term “hostile demonstration,” 
our dearly-bought re-organized navy might at the present mo- 
‘iment, If an occasion required it, send forth its banner for a year 
hence in force and terror upon the Mexican coast. But now, 
dhe table already exhibited, shows the remnant of what might 
.have been used to a good advantage, and the want of which 
cour depreciated currency Gannot procure. When Congress 
passed the law requesting your Excellency to lay the navy up 
ordinary, excepting in the event of a ** hostile demonstra- 
fon,” that body was aware of the fact that an agent was then 
in Mexico negotiating for pacific arrangements, and the recog- 
nition of our independence, sanctioned his presence there, and 
rendered it incumbent on this Government to respect his con- 
duct so long as transacted within the bounds of national law 
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, and propriety. His negotiations are not yet closed, and wher 

l they will be, is not for me to surmise; but so long as heg. 
mains there we are hound by every consideration ofi integrity ’ 
to refrain from the commission of hostilities ; but how frequení. 
ly has it transpired since the rising of last Congress that Texas? 
' has been threatened with an invasion, and every preparation: 
made for bloody and vindictive war? How far proper, under 
these circumstances, it was necessary for the navy to be upon 
i . the Mexican coast, and how far, under these circumstances, 
«hostile demonstrations” were Tnade, is not for me but for} 
your Excellency and Congress to decide. One thing ; how, 
-ever, is certain, that the: Davy was ordered to sea in view. of à; 
'. termination of Mr. Treat’s duties, and the invasion of-our ter- 
ritory. Ail that I have to regret in making my report to yours 

` ü fixcellency is, that the time and supplies which have been con- 
. sumed in holding ourselves in a state of preparation for war 
` was not consumed in open acts of hostility, the devastation off 
' fheir coast, capture of their vessels, and blockade of their sea 
port towns ; ; a policy sanctioned by every consideration off 
- justice, and as much required by our prosperity as the neglect} 
of it has been beneficial to Mexico. | 

i have now, Sir, but a few words more to communicate þe- į 
fore I shall have closed my report. "The re-organized navy in’ 
. its present condition, has cost this "Government near eleven! 
hundred and fifty thousand dollats in gold, silver, or its equi-! 
valent, and in many instances, as for example, the five hundred ¢ 

and eighty thousand dollar bonds in the hands of Mr. Dawson; 
—how much may be demanded as that equivalent, can only? 
i be ascertained by the developements ofthe future, if itis to be} 
paid in our depreciated currency. The political affairs of this; 
country wear any other aspect than one of peace and security 
our young institutions are yet threatened with a foe powerful} 
under any circumstances, and dangerous ` in the extreme,| 
when left to choose its time and méde of warfare. When the} 
internal dissensions of Mexico shall have been settled among? 
R themselves, let nó mistaken judgment conclude that the at? 
ub | , Togance and pride of an egotistical Government like that of 
: Mexico, will suffer us to’ exercise the rights of freemen over 
the vast extent of fertile soil which has, 1n their estimation, | 
| > been but momentanily snatched frem them., The navy "which ¢ 


has cost, this Government so dearly is the ‘right arm of its 
Wefence, and whenever it is mutilated and destroyed, the 
f trength of our capacities for defensive or offensive . operations 
Emil be shorn, and Texas lefta prey to her enemies. Butit 
lems that this branch of national defence is fated to misfor- 
tune and caprice of the most ruinous nature. „Congress legis- 
ated tt into existence, and with a liberality whieh gave hope 
and almost certainty of an intention to foster 1 it, appropriated 
isuffieieht atnount to make it effective; another. legislative 


Moody takes the subject into consideration, changes its destiny 


„navy has never yet had an opportunity of demonstrating its 
advantages, and so long as Congress pursues towards it a vas- 
cfllating ‘policy, it never wil. Sailors are not to be procured 
"with the facility of soldiers, nor are competent and honorable 
naval officers to be obtained whenever they are needed. , So 
i many changes have taken place in our navy, that. if it had 
been disbanded as Congress requested, unless in case of'a 


is hostile demonstration, >it would have been impossible on any 


required it, to procure them again. 

When the navy returns from the present cruise, it will be: 
absolutely necessary to, make some provisions for its further 
‘subsistence. There will be a considerable amount due the’ 
‘officers and men, and there is nothing remaining of the last 
yes appropriations with'whieh to pay them. It has always 
| been my unwavering policy to foster and protect our navy. It 
las always been my, ; steady desire that it should be employed 
, nthe, most active manner against our enemy. These opin- 

* jons are based upon # confident belief that Mexico will be in- 
, uenced only by coercion, and that the navy employed in this 
| * way might, long ere this time, have repaid the entire expense 
[of its purchase ; but unless more liberal appropriations are’ 
“made for its maititenance, unless it 15 provided with necessary 
! means to render it effective, and ordered to' sea with directions 
| to prosecute the most active and energetic warfare, I would 

advise that your Excellency recommend. to Congress its 

entire disbandnient; fon during the present year, with every, 
facility of doing the “state some service," it has been so en- 
cumbered with uncertainty, and restricted in its operations as 
\ m PEE y : 
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' and deprives it of the power of rendering itself useful. The . 


f occasion, however much the interest or security of the country - 
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H a i to render it a source of useless national expense. Ifthe nay 
a is disbanded, Congress should make the most ample provisiof 
xd i 


for the preservation of the vessels, or appoint some'ageney fall 
its immediate sale. We have but few facilities at best for tha 
good ne of vessels in ordinary, and if they cannot bd 
afforded, it will be far the most politic plan to dispose of them: 
Our navy once ‘disbanded cannot be resuscitated again at the 
will of Congress; our vessels once sold, and many years will! 
roll over the destiny of Texas, before it can purchase another, 
I have the honor to be your most obedient, 

LOUIS P. COOKE, 3 

Secretary of the N, ary.) 


- 
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SCHEDULE 
Of Documents referred to in the foregoing Report. 
Document A. contains the report of the agency of John GJ 
Tod, while Navy Agent in the United States. . 


Doeument B. contains the contract between Mr. F. Dawson? 
of Baltimore, and S. M. Wi illiams, Naval Agent of the Republi | 


| 
| 


of Texas, for six vessels, accompanied by the Ship- builders 
agreements. 
“Document C, contains copies of letters from Messrs. Hamil- l 
ton and others, to the Secretary of the Navy,—the contract? 
between James Hamilton and Messrs. Burnley & Williams, f 
Loan Commissioners, for the purchase. of the Charleston, 
(now the Zavala,)— copies of leiters from E M. Hunt, (e$ 
Messrs. Branker & Burnley, &c. | 
Document D, contains copies of orders: to Commander Ag 
C. Hinton from the Secretary of the Navy. and Commodore H 
* Moore. T 
Document E, contains an account current of the expendi-f 
tures of the Zavala while in New-Orleans in the winter of 
i 1839 and 1840. 
a? Document F, contains the report of Comm. E. W. Moore. 


. Document G. contains copy of Secretary of the" Navy's4 
` letter to Commander A. C. Hinton. | 
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DOCUMENT NO, i. * 


Referred £p in the foregoing Report. 


BALTIMORE, Mo., March 19, 1844. 
(7 Dawson, Esq. 
Erei Sic—-Phe last vessel includca ^ - the contract en- 
; "od Lio by yourself on one part, and the Republic of Texas 
im: Lo oiner part, having received from me ihe certificate 8p- 
W ood. c ot the same, I feel it a duty as well as a pleasnre to 
i __ "8* io you the satisfaction 1 have in testifying to the very 
^ei4 We and liberal manner in which the contract has been 
^. 1 fufilled on your part. 
| nihi net indulge in any useless expressions of my opinion 
tu Taeg vessels, the y speak for themseiv3s, and many persons 
o eusnowledged judgment in naval architecture, have pra- 
Mien them equal to any that have ever sailed trom this 
-` in beauty of model, strength and durability of materials, 
‘4 guished specimens of workmanship. 
uta foe! it my duty, and believe mp, it will be a grateful 
oa to mele known to: my Government, and to my fellow- 
‘as, on my return to Texas, the liberality with which 
ys Gave acted in fitting out these vessels ior the infant Re- 
pune of whieh you have always been the fast and generous 
H BA 
t hope that your commercial enterprise will po crowned 
san voiplete success, and that a full portion of the benefit 
"y :lapted country derives from your liberal conduct in refer- 
, 30. 2 her naval interest, wil enure to you, asa well-earned 
3 rsotion for the advantages which the Republic derives 
rom yea" unwaveriag confidence in her resonrzces, her integ- 
lr gud honor. ds 
I remain, with great régard and esteem, 
Your obudient servant, - 
r JOHN G. TOD, 
Naval Agent.of Texas to the U. K 


- 
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i | _Barrimore, March 19, 1840. 


t 

$ : : 

i , handsome manner in which you are pleased to notice my ful- 
? 


^ fare. Allow meto add my sincere wish, that the acquaintance | 
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* DOCUMENT NO. 2. 


Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


Jons G. Top, Esa.: : | 
Dear Sir: nwe to acknowledge the receipt of yoür'| 
letter of this date, aud in doing so, I bez to thank you for the 


t filment of my contract with your Government for their navy, ! 
"às well as for your expressions of regard individually towards 7 

i myself. f entered on this eontract with your Government $ 
Xr when it was almost without credit, and though from the de- 1 
I pressed state since of commerce throughout the world, your i 
5 Government has been unable to obtain that credit which is its 4 
il due; none better than yourself can know that since I made it, } 
i my desire bas been to do it every justice; and it isa great | 
. Satisfaction to me, that what I have done is so well appre-4 
ciated. | 
You are now about to return to your own country, and in { 

. taking leave of you, I should do injustice to my feelings, were ji 
1 not to secure this occasion of assuring you of.the great gra- 1 
T tification I have derived from the oportunity this business has 4 
| l _ afforded me of becoming known to you. , ; 
d A stranger when you eame among us, you have gained the , 
esteem and confidence of all who have come in contact with 
vou, and you carry with you their best wishes for your wel- 1 


| now formed may be continued, and that after your return to į 

your own country, I may long hear of your prosperity. 

| i l Believe me to be, my dear Sir, 
Ever yours faithfully, 


: EREDERICK DAWSON. 


DOCUMENT NO. 3. 
Referred to it the foregoing Report. 4 


New-Yor«, May 9, 1840. a, 
Received of Mr. John G. Tod, Gen. James Hamilton’s check 
on the United States’ Bank of Pennsylvania, for fifteen hundred 
dollars, which I am to collect; and pay myself four, hundred. 
dollars (New-York currency;) and hold the balance of the pro- i 
ceeds, subject to the order of H. H. Williams of Baltimore. 
. [Signed] : AEGUSTUS W. RADCLIFFE. 


A 
£ 


— 


DOCUMENT NO. 4. 
F i " 
Referred to in Lie jJ regoing Report. 


New-Yorxn, May 7, 1840. 


Sit :—As it is absolutely necessary for the requirements of 

: fhe, publie service, and the credit of the Navy Department, 

~ fhat farther means should be placed atthe disposal of the . 
naval ageney in this country, previous to my departure, for -8 

fhe liquidation of some outstanding bills, 1 do urgently request : 


you to place fifteen hundred dollars to my order before your 
- departure. i 


$ 


Lam, very respectfully, ; , 
ae -- Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] JOHN G. TOD, of Texas, 


Naval Agent to U. & 


id 
t 
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“DOCUMENT B. e | 


n * 7 i 
Contracts for one Ship, two Brigs and three Schooners, ' 


Be it known by this instrument of contract and Writing, 

i obligatory, that whereas the Congress of Texas did, on the 3d; 

- day “ol November, 1537, pass an act for augmenting the Navy} 

j of "Texas, and did therefor appropriate the sum of two, hundred 

and cighty thousand dollars, as more fully will appear by re | 

] : ference to the said act, a certified copy of which, issued froma 

pe the Department of State by R ^. Irion, Esq., Secretary of 

Does State, under the seal of iie I partment, dated 6th August, 

1838, is now in the hands o Samuel M. Wilhams, Naval: 

Agent for the Républic of Texas, and is herewith exhibited; 

as also a secret resolution, likewise issued under the certificate 

: of the said Secretary of the Department of State, under which! 

act the Government of Texas requires one ship’ or. brig d 

. about 500 tons, to mount 18 guas; two barques or brigs en 

about 300 tons, to mount 12 guns each ; and three schooners 
about 130 tons, to mount 5 or 7 guns each ; ; to be fitted and 

furnished with such armament and artillery as may be bes i 

* adapted to such, vessels. 

And, whereas, the said Congress, by the said act and reso 

lution, ‘did contem plate that the money required to pay for said 

vessels, would be raised and procured from the negotiation olf 

the Five Million Loan; and whereas the commissioners fori 

n the negotiation of said loan, have failed in the negotiation off 

4 - - «the same, and the prospect ‘of success being removed for an mal 
indefinite period: ‘Therefore this instrument of contract ant: 

| writing obligatory made and entered into, by and between] 

| Frederick Dawson, Esq., merchaüt of this city, of the firsti 
part, and S. M. Williams, Naval Agent of Texas, of the sei 
cond part, wimesseth : That the party of the first part, hereby" 
binds and obliges himself to’ have built, furnished and equip- 
Tx | ped, full, l, perfect and complete—one ship, two brigs and three 
^ schooners, of the form, manner ond description, as are fally 
ahd completely laja down and set forth in an instrument of 
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writing. signéd by these contracting ‘parties, made and fur- 
nished by the various artists who are to. þe employed in the — : 
construction, fitting, furnishing and equipping said vessels, as 
also in the statement of provisions, munitions, &c., &c., which , 
will be required ; which description and Sfatenient are ‘hereby us 
declared by the contracting parties to form part aud particle of - 
this contract, the same as if herein recorded and set forth, and * 
io have the same force and effect in law and equity. The 
whole to be built, done, furnished and equipped for the said 
sum of two hundr ed and eighty thousand dollars, lawful cur- - 
rency of the United States, or its equivalent. The building . 
and construction of the said vessels to be commenced imme- 
diately, and prosecuted with all the despatch which may be 
consistent and proper with the full and faithful constiuction : 
of such vessels, under the direction and management of said 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent aforesaid, or such other 
»erson'as he may appoint. Which vessels so constructed, 
fitted, provisioned and equipped, are, by the said party of the 
Arst part; to be delivered to the Government of "Texas at the 
‘port of Galveston, free from’ any further charge and expense 
ito the said Government than what 1s heretofore expr essed ; 
whieh delivery shall be made as soon after the completion of 
them as may be practicable, without any unnecessary delay or 
detention ; it being understood that the delivery of the ship F 
| shall be effected by her being safely moored- and anchored, 

outside of the harbor of Galveston; at the usual point where ` ; 
, Vessels are anchored.’ The party of the second part heréby sti- "m 
pulates and agrees, and, by this instrumient, binds and obligates — - á 
and pledges the public faith of the Republic of Texas to receive 
‘the vessels as before mentioned and described, when so deli- 
vered: at Galveston in Texas; and in the same manner for the , 
, Security of the party of the first part, stipulates aud agrees that 
' the bonds of the Government of Texas, made and executed by- 
the Commissionets for the Loan, shall be executed.and signed 
and deposited in the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvani ia, 
or the Girard Bank at Philadelphia, for double the amount of 
the said sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, say 
for five hundied and sixty thousand dollars, there to remain 


in pledge as security to the party of the first ‘part forthe space ^, 4 
of twelve calendar ` months, which bonus are to bear on the Qe! 
r f > ve 
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* and thirty-nine. Itis further stipulated and agreed by the. 
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. face of them a rate of interest of ten per cent. per anuum, re. 
deemable in five years, interest and principal payable tn Lon- 
* don, which bonds can be redeemed at the end of twelve months, 
by the payment of.the.two hundred and eighty thousand dol.. 
lars, and the ten per cent. which shall have accrued on the 
said bonds for the twelveanonths which they must femain in 
pledge, being made in Gold or Silver, or its equivalent, into, 
the said United States! Bank of Pennsylvania, or the Girard 
Bank. The party of the first part stipulates and agrees that 
if the Government of Texas shall prefer to instruct the Loan 
Commissioners to issue, or shall itsclf, issue sterling bonds for 
the sum of five liundred and twenty thousand dollars, at any 
time prior to the first day of February next, he will receive 
them in full liquidation, and payment of the debt herehy cre- 
ated, and 1n lieu of the bonds heretofore mentioned ; and fur- 
ther, that he will receive the said sterling bonds, without the pri- 
vilege of taking lands in payment, as is stipulated in the bonds 
already drawn; the said sterling bonds to be redeemable in thirty | 
years, to bear ten per cent. interest per annum, payable sem. | 
annually, interest and principal payable in London, which 
"bonds shall be dated the first of January, eighteen hundred 


party of the second part that if the first-mentioned bonds, 
which are to be placed in the United State? Bank, or the ` 
Girare Bani, shall not be redeemed as expressed in this con- 
tract, on the first day of December, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, they shall, from and after that day, become the 
property of the said party of the first part, and the President — 
of the Bank in whieh they shall be deposited, shall be, and is. : 
hereby authorized to deliver, at that time, the said bonds to the 
said party of the first part. . A0 

It is further agreed between the contracting parties, that | 
when the vessels are finished and completed as contracted for, ` 
and expressed in the schedule and statement, the Naval Agent 
shall issue a certificate to that effect, prior to their departure 
from the United States, which certificate shall express the ap- 
proval and the compliance of the party of the first part, of ell 
the stipulations, agreements and statements made and entered 
into, except the delivery of the vessels at Galveston. 

In witness of all which the parties of the first and second 
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parts have signed this instrument; with their own proper ' 

hands, aud affixed their seals in the city of Baltimore, State 

of re the 13th November, 1838. 
ied F. DAWSON. 
PISTOL S. M. WILLIAMS. 


(suat.) 
( SEAL.) 
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Be it known by this instrüment of writing, that, whereas, 
Frederick Dawson, merchant of this city, of the one part, and 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent of ‘he Republic of ‘Texas, 
of the other part, did, on the 13th day of November, 1838, 


. enter into a contract, by which He said Dawson bound and 
' obliged himself to have bui't .. 
schooners ; and, whereas, in the na 


' be made after the form, MUNNET aise 
' get forth in an instrumen: of writh: 


| by and between the contracting peo: 


‘ 
i ao y 


. ^ cO brigs anid ibroc 
a ovat, it was agred, 

said vessels shouid 
coda as should be 
| s signed by the cou 


j tracing parties made from the var: «€ . ET ents whieh would 
be furnished by the various artis» . `e erapl ie "nu the 
_ building, fitting, furnishing aud e ..,;: g suid vessels-—and 
> should be furnished with DrOVISiO,5 , tius 215008, Åt., We es 16: 
quisite, to be set forth in a stulumen:. i te that effect, which 
instrument of writing. aud simeme ., * hen made, ihe eon- 
 tracting parties did agree sliould for :,. fand partiele o£ sid 
contract, and to have the same for. uu effect i i tepid is 
equity, as if it had been therein recimo < —therefore, Ma sai 
contracting parties do hereby covene +. d agree thet all 
ters and specifications herein record: ; ee d sct forth, shail i iC 
held and considered: as forming par’ of avd coatraet as ~fore- 
said, and binding as is therein provini i p as also all iastiu- 
ments of writing | “herein referred in, n0 oi and ise tionc d, end 
countersigned by the said contracting ortos. 

. Now, be it known, that William aid Geor ge C án dno, *hiz- 
builders of this city, have furnished z stafe1acnt foi buildings B. 
ship, which has been accepted by the pactics. and is as “dicts, 
to wit: 7 


Length between the per peace XE 45 us 
Beam moulded, E . Bt 
Depth of hold, - - - Pd 2.2 
Y 2 i i 4 
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‘The entire ftame to be composed of the best quality whit 
“oak—the main transom, apron and knight-heads of live oak'o 
locus: ; the frame to be sided not less thau nine inches moulded 
tw. vo laches at the keel, and-six inchés at the plank-sheer 
mauro: gos. E E close, and frame bolted together wit 
thr ecu: fv ine: Ldt ian, the forr timbers and kelson to b 
fast, ^^ 3 not tess than one inch bolt copper through th 
foor Ga Gers. and ope inch and one-eighth through the Kelson 
np) Svp HS all the above bolts to be riveted -under the 
Reet Pa o ceal wood and apron to be fastened with copper o 
the same z:zc. the, bottom plank to be of (he best quality o 
white oak, three iliches and a half thick, to be fastened in the 
test manner, say with two composition ‘spikes and two tree 
nails in each frame, and butt bolted with three-quarter inch 
bolt copper. The bends or wales to be of the best quality 
white oak, four dnd a half inches thick, diminished down to 
three and a half inches to form a flush side. The ceiling to 
be 3 6-12 inches thick, af white oak, except six, four and a half 
_ inch bilge streaks, well fastened ; the beams to be of yellow 
- pine, well secured, with two horizontal and one diagonal knee 
to each beam-end, sell bolted with sevon-eighth inch iron bolts, 
fwo beams to each mast, as low down as the berth deck, and 
secured at each end with two kuees well fastened through the 
timbers with one inch bolt iron, all in the best and most sub- - 
stantial manier; the deck of three inch yellow pine and 
plugged, the main rail to be five feet from the deck, with solid 
waist planks inside and out, with two inch pine ‘plank. aud 
plugged ; the wood work for the capstan suitable to weigh 
the anchor ; top-gallant, fore-castle, and poop-deck finished 
complete ; fiy- rail fore-and-aft; one set of spars complete, 
with two extra top-masts, one extra main, and one fore-yard, 
one jib-boora, two top- ail yards, with three rough. spats to be 
used ‘as circumstances and need may require. The berth- 
deck to extend irom the fóre mast to the'ward room. The’ 
berth deck beams to be six inches square, to rest on a clamp 
well secured to the sides the whole length of said deck; the 
whole carpenter's work to be finished to a cleat. And, in | like 
"manner the statement furnished by J. A. Rabb & Co., Ship- 
builders of this city, for two brigs, each of the foll lowing di-, 
aen ione to wit:—One hundred and ten feet between per- 
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^ : E 
pendiculars, twenty- ghe moulded beam, "eleven feet hold 
l'o be built of materials as, described fbf the ship, bolted and 
fastened in like manner, and finished as described in the said - 
statement furnished, which‘in all particulars isas binding às ~ 
f herein recorded and set forth. And in like “manner the” 
statement furnished by L H. Dunkin, Ship. buide "this city, 
for three schooners, each of the folu wiug dimension to wit:— 
ixty-six feet straight ler th of Keel, twenty: one feet six inches 
breadth of beatr mou'a, eight jen. depth ov ho.d. fifteen feet | 
yake forward, two fect rake cff, vue sot ten inches dead rise. 
To be out of mverlals ond zosshed es is deseribed in the 
said staigment, Which in ad panicuars is as binding as if. 
herein vesorded aud s^ fo: ih. : 


NE 


hefore di seribed s ship, bara: aud Seliooners, shiZl vack, and all 
tbe coppe» sith first ^na. “ty sho. c unc of tue weliht and 
‘size adapted and suitec to iheir close, aud as is usual ard cus- 


pony for vessels intended for tao purposes of war as a Navy, - 


land shall be put into the bands of een ent joiners to be d'ted, 
| aud provided with the work necessurv. and S aS Ut EMT in that 
|! branch, to wit :— Cabins, SEPON A, 1028115, berths, mea- 
zines, &c., i in a manner similer to the fixtures v ith which ihe 
brigs and corvette ship, bust foe the Moxican Governinent 
| were provided, agreeably to a pien presented by Thoturs C. 

' Morris & Son, Ship-j joiuers; ziu ihe three schooners are in 
like manner to be fitted and furpigued, according to a plan 
presented by said Morris & Sor. 

The ship shall be provided with two bower chain cabies, 
each ninety fathoms long, of one aid a onerter inch iron, aul 
sheet chain ninety fathoms long, uf 1 3-5ths ineb ion, two 
hemp hawsers, eight and nine inces in ciremaferenee, one 
hundred and twenty fathoms long, sth two bower anchors, 
and one sheet anchot of proper and s«avtubie weight, twe iron 
kedges for the hawsers, and twé Jighi Xecges for warping, and 
boat grapnels; the brigs shall be provided Wii one Power 
chain cable, for each ninety fathoms lon y of Lẹ tie) ned. 0 
shower cable, (of T 1-10th inch iron) for e«ch sinctz a di ae 
long, and one sheet chain, ninety fathoiss long. ef tp ink 
iron, and each, with two hemp Dc us ppm wd "Sd 
twenty fathoms long; —— inches in eiret cese cia shaik 
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Itis i ther agrecd upoa w’ the contracting parties that the - 
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- Jong, two cutters, and two quarter boats, according to an esti- - 


of carpenters tools, and caulker’s instruments, according to ii 


. pound Columbianade guns ;'and each schooner with. four 12 


208 


be provided with, each, two bower auchors, and ove sheet an- 
chor of proper and suitable weight, with, each, two iron kedges 
for the hawsers, and two light kedgés, each, for warping and 
grapnels; each schooner shall be furnished with one chain : 
cable for a best bower, seventy-five fathoms long, on three- ; 
quarter ineh iron, and one chain cable for a small bower, sev- 
enty-five fathoms long of } 1-16 ineh iron, and one hemp 
hawser five inches in circumference; one hundred and twenty * 
fathoms long, and one Manilla tow-line of a suitable size, and: 4 
one hundred and twenty fathoms long, and shall be provided | 
with anchors: of a, proper size, and suitable weight, with two | 
iron kedges for each. E. “4 


The ship shall be provided with one Jaunch twenty-six feet ; 
| 
mate and plan made by Alexander Cummins, Boat-builder :— $ 
Each brig shall be provided with one launch twenty-four and 
a half feet long, two cutters and two quarter-boats, agreeably. 1 
to a plan of said Cummins; each schooner shall be provided ‘4 
with two boats, similar fo those used by the United States’ 
Revenue Cutters. | 

The ship shall be provided with the necessary kelson and: ! 
wing casks, to contain at least eight thousand gallons of water ;- | 
each brig’ shall be provided with the necessary kelson and. | 
wing casks, to contain at least six thousand five hundred gal- | 
lons of water each; and the schooners, each, with the neces- 
sary water-casks for th£ee thousand gallons of water, including” ; 
one tank for each. : 

The ship shall be provided with thirty-six buckets, thirty- 
six mess kids, two breakers for a boat, and two harness casks ;*, | 
the brigs shall have, each, twenty-four buckets, twenty-four | 
mess kids, two breakers for a boat, and twotharness casks; , 
each schooner shall be, provided with eight buckets, eight*t 
mess kids, two breakers, and two harness casks; each one of 
the vessels shall be provided with a proper and-complete chest &3 


her class. 
"The ship shall be provided with eighteen 24 pound Colum- | 
dianade guns; each brig shall be furnished with twelve 1& E 


oO G i i ~ L 4 : n i 
pound Jolerabianade guns; and one long 2 pounds gu e 
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§ mounted on a pivot; the guns to be of the pattern shown by 
Mr. Jamieson, cast at the foundry of Gen. Mason, at George- 
town, District of Columbia; the guns to be mounted complete, ` 
with all the necessary accoutrements, and to be furnished, 
each, with sufficient powder for twenty-five rounds, with suf- 
ficient shot for each round to load with one round shot, anda 
stand of grape, or canister of long range; that is, for each gun 
25 round shot, 13 canisters of long range, and grape for twelve 
stands; the guns to be fitted with locks, and the magazines to 
be furnished with flannel for the cartridges; the ship to'be 
furnished with 30 good muskets; and each brig with 25 mus- 
kets; and each schooner with 12 muskets ; ten pairs of pistols 
for the ship, and 30 cutlasses; and for each-brig ten pairs of 
pistols and 15 eutlasses; and for each schooner 8 pairs of pis- 
tls and 15 cutlasses; there shall be furnished for the use of 
the vessels 400 blue jackets, 400 pairs of trowsers, 400 duck 
shirts, 400 flannel shirts, 400 pairs of shoes, and 400 black silk 
handkerchiefs. 

The ship, brigs and schooners shall, each, recording to her 
dass, be furnished with a complete suit cf sailstmade of the 
best materials, according to the drafts made >y Messrs. Benja- 
min Buck & Sons, Sail-makers of this city; «ad the ship and 
the two brigs shall, each, have a spars tj scil; and the ship, 
bigs and schooners shall be furnished «ntt; spare canvass of 
different qualities, as may be necessary for th: use of the ves- 
sels for a reasonable time, say thirty nosis zor all the vessels. 

There shall be furnished for the ship, brigs and schooners 
provisions for 400 men for 4 months, allowmg one ration for 
each man for 120 days, to wit:—42,477 pounds of bread, 
26,190 pounds of beef, 20,800 pounds of pork, 6,912 pounds 
of flour, 867 pounds of butter, with full rations of cheese, or 
pickles and raisins, as may be preferred, for the same length 
of time ; 867 gallons of rice, 867 gallons of beans, 445 gallons 
of molasses, 445 gallons of vinegar. 
_ The ship, brigs and schooners shall be completely fitted with 
ngging of the best materials, of the various sizes and dimen- 

sions, according to the direction of the Master-rigger, and, un- 

der his superintendence, be completely fitted and rigged ; and, 

also, completely furnished with blocks ; all the haliard-blocks, 

and brace-blocks to be bushed, and every gun, shall be fur- 
AA 
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nished with the proper rigging and blocks, and fit them com- 
lete. 
* Each vessel shall be provided with one Texian Ensign, one 
Mexican Ensign, and one French Ensign ; and, also, each ves- 
sel shall be furnished with a medicine-chest suitable for her 
class, and a suitable quantity of bottle and signal-lanterns, and 
lanterns for the magazines. 
in witness of all which the contracting parties hereunto af- 
fix their hands and seals, in the city of Baltimore, the third 
day of January, 1839. 
Signed in presence of H. H., Williams and Lambert 
Norwood. 
[ Signed ] F. DAWSON, (SEAL.) 
[ Signed ] S. M. WILLIAMS.  (sEAL. 


— *. 


It is agreed that one hawser for one ship, and one for each 
of the brigs shall be made of Manilla hemp, to wit :—the 
smallest sized hawser for each vessel, and further, each vesse 
shall be provided with a proper camboose. : 

[ Signed ] F. DAWSON, 
[ Signed ] S. M. WILLIAMS. 


MÀ; 


Statement of John A. Robb & Co., Ship-builders, of the 
manner and description in which the hulls of the two brigs 
for the Republic of Texas are to be built,—one hundred anl 
ten feet between perpendiculars, twenty-eight feet moulded 
beam, eleven feet hold. | 

‘The frame to be built of the best white oak; the main tran- 
som to be of live-oak, and all to be of the size and dimensions 
for vessels of their class; the bottom plank to be 3 1-4 inches 
thick; bends 3 inches thick, graduated to 34 inches, of the 


` best white oak; deck beams white oak, to be secured with sit 
. knees to each beam, and bolted by iron bolts one inch in dia 


meter; the deck plank to be of yellow pine 34 inches thick, ant 
three streaks in each side to 4} inches thick, let down ani 
bolted to water stays; the deck to be plugged; stanchions 
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the hold to be of white oak, to be copper-fastened throughout 
to the wales; floor timbers to be bolted through the keel with 
one inch copper bolts, and through the kelson and keel with 
14 inch eopper bolts ; the breast-hooks to be fastened with two 


inch copper bolts; butt bolts # inch in diameter, wooden ends. 


bolted with 5-8 inch copper bolts; deck beams and water ways 


with one inch iron bolts; a clamp to be put in the hold for . 


the berth-deck beams, and two partner-beams to each mast put 
in, and berth-deck laid from the ward-room forward, and well 
kneed and bolted ; the outside plank to be fastened with two 
treenails, and two composition spikes in each frame ; the main 
breast-hook to be as long as can be procured, and well fastened ; 
to furnish the wood work of windlass bitts; and also to fur- 
nish one complete set of spars, and two extra top-masts, one 
extra main and fore yard, one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with 


three rough spars, to be used as need may require ; the vessels. 


to be well and faithfully caulked, and seams payed; the bul- 
warks to be planked inside and out, and fitted in with white 
pine to make them solid, and arranged for eight ports on each 
side, and the hulls to be finished to a cleat, in a neat and 
workman-like manner. : . 
[ Signed J. A. ROBB & CQ. 
[Countersigned] F. Dawson, 
; S. M. WirrrAMS. 


Statement of L. H. Dunkin, Ship-builder, of the manner and 
description in which the hulls of three schooners, for the Re- 
public of Texas, are to be built :— 


Length of keel, straight, | - - 66 feet. 
Breadth of beam, moulded, - - 21 6-12 « 
Depth of hold, - - - - 8 « 
Rake forward, - - - - 15 « 
Rake aft, - - -~-o = =, 2 e 
Dead rise, - - - - - 110-12« 


The entire frame of said vessels to be composed of white 


oak, sided five inches, the bottom plank of two inch oak, and ' 


square fastened with five inch composition spikes; the ceiling 
to be two inches in thickness, and cross-fastened with five 
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inches iron spikes, and prepared for plugs; the keel to be 
sided eight inches, with one bolt of three-quarter inch copper 
in each floor timber, bends of three inch oak, and fastened 
with one six-inch iron spike in each timber; clamps of the 
same thickness as bends, and fastened in the same manner ; the 
deck frame to consist of beams aud carlines, with one ledge, 
and one lap-knee at the end of cach beam, sided five inches, 
two thick streaks adjoining the water-ways, to be let over and 
into the beams, and bolted through from the outside between 
every beam and carline, plank-sheer three mehes thick, rail 
four-and-a-half inches thicx, and nine inches wide ; flush deck, 
with trunk, main hatch and fore-scuttle; said vessels to be 
furnished with one' set of spars, cach, complete, two of them as 
two top-sail seuooaers, and one as a fore-and-aft schooner, with 
such extra spars as may be required ; solid bulwarks forward, 
cat-heads, warping-chocks, racks, stern-davits put on the chain 
plates, lot down the pumps, make all cleats and eavils ; out. 
side and decks to be well caulked, and seams coated with pitch, 
bottom planks to be butt bolted with 5-5 inch copper, furnish one 
set of awning stanchions; the vessels to be built by one set 
of moulds, and all to be finished in a neat and workman-like 
manner. ‘ 
[Signed ] L. H. DUNKIN. 
[ Countersigned] F. Dawsox, 
S. M. WILLIAMS. 


DOCUMENT C. 


Copy of « Letter from Mr. Samuel M. Williams, Naval 
Agent, to the Secretary of the Navy. 


Sir :—Nothing would be more gratefnl to my feelings than 
to have it in my power to say to you, that I had succeeded in 
contracting for one or more of the principal vessels required 
by our Government ; but the failure of our negotiation for the 
loan, which for nearly three months has been pending with 
Mr. Biddle, has completely destroyed my expectations, and 
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must, from necessity, postpone for an additional period the 
prospect of success, unless done at an immense sacrifice; con- 
sequently the time at which one of the vessels could be in 
readiness, (owing to the approaching season,) must be set down 
for the month of April next, under the most propitious cir- 
eumstances. 

There is not at this time, in any of the Atlantic cities, any 
vessels that would answer the purposes of the Government, 
beyond the capacity of a moderate sized schooner, so that the 
prospeet of purchase is as remote as the building. 

Operated upon by these facts, and powerfully moved by a 
desire to have the coast of our Republic kept free from Mexi- 
can blockade, in case France and that country adjust their 
difficulties, (which letters, which I have seen of 25th August 
from Mexico, speak confidentialy of,) would enable Mexico 
to send out upon the gulf a part of their navy. I have been 
induced to furnish my official aid, although totaliy without 
authority or instructions from your Department, or from any 
other branch ofthe Government, to the following plan, which 
{submit in brief, and throw myself upon the magnanimity of 
my Government and my fellow-citizens for their sanction and. 
approval :— 

The purchase of the Steam-Packet Charleston, built in this 
city eigtheen days since ;—alter her, and give her a ship side, 
solid and strong—as strong as that of a sixty-four gun-ship ; 
1n appearance similar to the English Steamer, Great Western ; 
mount upon her one long eighteen or twenty-four pound gun 
on her forecastle, and one long twelve or eighteen on the stern, 
and four or six waist guns, with muskets, pistols, pikes and 
sabres, powder and ball, and necessary munitions of war for a 
crew of one hundred men, and provisioned for a six-month's 
cruise. ‘Ihe whole to be furnished for the bond of Mr. Burn- 
ley and myself, redeemable in five years atten per cent. per 
annum interest, for $120,000. "The boat cost at the time of 
making her first trip to Charleston, S. C., $117,000. 

If the Government take the boat, they have the privilege, 
with the consent ef the bond-holders, to pay the same in 
$820,000 Treasury Notes. : 

General Hamilton is at this moment negotiating for the 
money-bond, and itis expressly understood that Mr. Burnley - 
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and myself have not authority to make such bond so that 
the parties work with their eyes open, and free from any thing 
like deception, are to hold the boat if the Government refuse 
to take her. We are not certain of success, but I feel it my 
duty to put the President, through your Department, in pos- 
session of the scheme, for we have only six days to conclude 
the negotiation, and of course no time to consult. You will 
please to assure the President that nothing but the extreme 
exigencies of the case, and a conviction that we cannot raise 
money on the credit of our Government if the ports of our 
country should be blockaded, ever could have induced Mr. 
Burnley and myself to embark in this matter. 

If we succeed in procuring the boat, she will be ready by 
the 20th Dec. to leave for 'T'exas. 

In order to prevent every delay, 1 have to request that you 
will forward to me an order of the President, eountersigned 
by the Secretary of the 'T'reasury, having the name of the bank 
blank, for the amount of the appropriation made by Congress 
for the vessels, so that I may be prepared for the first moment 
of chance to contract for, and commence building the vessels 
required. 

[Signed] S. M. WILLIAMS. 

PriLADELEHIA, Oct. 9th, 1838. 


* 
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Copy of a Letter from Gen. James Hamilton to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, relative to the purchase of the Steamer 
Zavala. 


SIR :—Previous to my leaving New-York, I had the good 
fortune from my sincere wish to.benefit your Republic, to in- 
duce my friend James Holford, Esq., of London, to adyance 
$70,000, if so’much money be necessary for the purchase, 
alteration, armament and equipment of the Steamer Charleston 
for your Republic ; which boat was at that time in Philadel- 
phia. But before this she must be in New-York, where she 
will be completely fitted out to answer the purposes, both of a 
marine frigate and mail and passage boat, and sent out to 
Texas with all possible despatch. In consequence of the 


failure ofthe company to which she belonged, she was bought - 
for about one-third of her value—say $30,000—as she is worth 
as she is $90,000, and when equipped will be worth in United 
States’ currency, at Galveston, at least $150,000 to your Go- 
vernment. 

She is one of he most beautiful boats in the United States, 
and with the alterations we propose making in her will be one 
of the strongest, fastest and most efficient. She was examined 
by Brown, the first ship-carpenter in New-York, who pro- 
nounced her sound, staunch, and eminently sea-worthy. In- 
deed, she could not well fail to be all this, as her first cost was 
$117,000, and was built by one of the first naval architects 
and ship-builders in Philadelphia. She is fully as large as the 
Pulaski ; she has all the furniture and bedding for one hundred 
and twenty passengers; and hence—except wanted to trans- 
port troops—I should presume it would be deemed expedient 
tokeep her as a Government mail-boat between New-Orleans 
and Galveston. In this way, by carrying passengers in her 
saloon and after-cabin, you might pay all her expenses, and 
enable the boat twice a month to get her coal fuel in New- 
Orleans, and at the same time, keep your coast clear of all 
blockade and Mexican cruisers. 

As Mr. Holford is not a citizen, the title had to be taken for 
the boat in my name, and so it will continue until she gets out 
to Texas, and a regular transfer is made of her to your Go- 
vernment. In the mean time I have placed in command of 
the boat Captain James Pennoyer, late Captain of the Marine 
Steamer Neptune, one of the most popular, skilful and sue- 
cessful of our steam-boat captains, for the commander of this 
boat. You could nof possibly have a better man, and 1 have 
promised him my best offices to secure for him permanent em- 
poyment in her. Mr. Williams, your Naval Agent, has a 
carte blanche to arm and fit out the boat as he pleases, with a 
long eighteen in her bows, a long twelve in her stern, and four 
medium eighteen pounders or thirty-two pounder carronades 
on her sides ; she will be worth a dozen brigs and corvettes to 
you; for by selecting her distance, which she can from her 
great speed, she must capture—until the Mexicans themselves 
get a steam frigate—every thing she overhauls: she will be 
anavy herself to you. As Mr. Holford has acted with the 
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have passed, in secret session forthwith, a resolution confirm. 
ing Messrs. Burnley & Williams’ contract with me, as the 
agent of this gentleman ; the resolution, however, must be in 
secret session, as she would be seized for a breach of neutrality | 
; in New-York, if the purchase was known to be made before 
: she actually reaches Galveston. BM: 
f The truth is, the boat will be worth, in specie, the day she 
T : reaches Galveston, every dollar your Commissioners have sti- 
pulated to pay in bonds. Mr. Holford advanced this money 
à ata time when, in Wall-Street, your bonds would not haye 
sold for thirty cents on the dollar. He deserves your kindest 


! « utmost liberality and confidence, I trust your Government wil] 
{ 
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consideration. 

Ihopethe whole arrangement will be satisfactory to your 
Government, at a moment of great domestic affliction, it cost 
me many strenuous, and from my distress, painful efforts. As 
Mr. Holford accompanies me from New-Orleans to Texas, in 
the Charleston, I would suggest, as he may establish a com- 
mercial agency in your country, whether the resolution con- 
firming Messrs. Burnley & Williams’ contract with me, as 
Mr. Holford’s agent, had not better give him the option, either 
of taking bonds, land-scrip or treasury notes, in payment for 
the boat, on or before the first of March as he may select. As 
i Mr. Holford is an eminent banker in London, as well asan 
extensive merchant in Manchester and Liverpool, you cannot 
put him on too favorable a footing, as he means to make large 
investments in your country, and will be able to render Texas 
the most important financial services in Europe. 

My apology, without a personal acquaintance with you, for 
writing must be found in the fact of my late efforts to serve 
your Republic. 

' [Signed] JAMES HAMIL'T'ON. 

SAVANNAH, GEo., Nov. 3d, 1838. 


— X 
* 


Articles of agreement entered into, in the city of New-York, 
this 24th day of October, 1838, between Gen. James Hamilton 
of South Carolina, as the authorized Agent of James Holford 
of London, of the first part, and A. T. Burnley and Samuel M. 


Williams,as Commissioners authorized by the Republic of Tex- 
as to negotiate a loan of money for the said Republic, under the 
provisions of an Act passed by the Congress of Texas the 16th 
of May, 1838, of the second part; witnesseth: That the 
said party of the first part. binds and obliges himself tó pur- 
chase the steamer Charleston, now lying at Philadelphia, (in 
the name of the said Hamilton,) provided the said boat can be 
purchased for a sum not to exceed thirty thousand dollars ; the 
party of the first part further binds himself to have the said 
boat repaired, fitted out, provisioned, &c. &c., under the ma- 
nagement and direction of Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent 
of Texas, and to deliver her with all convenient despatch at 
Galveston in Texas ; the whole expense of which, inciuding 
all charges and expenses up to-the time of her delivery at Gal- 
veston, not to exceed seventy thousand dollars, and when de- 
livered in Texas, the said boat, her munitions, provisions, &c., 
to be offered to the Government of Texas for their bonds for 
double the amount of the cost of the boat and expenses incur- 
red up to the time of her delivery at Galveston, payable in five 
years from date, at the Bank of the United Statés in Philadel- 
phia, or in London, at such agency as ‘Texas may engage in 
that city ; the said bonds to bear an interest of ten per cent., 
payable semi-annually. But inasmuch as the Commissioners 
io negotiate a loan of money, have no authority to contract for 
the purchase of a steam-boat, although they believe the Go- 
vernment of Texas would be much pleased to purchase the 
Charleston, when fitted out as contemplated, on the terms here- 
in mentioned, and will do all they can to induce the Govern- 
ment to make the said purchase ; yet, as the Government will 
not be bound to do so, and may not do so, therefore if they do 
hot, as a compensation for the risk which the party of the first 
part 1s compelled to run, of having the said boat, her provi- 
sions, munitions, &c., left on his hands, when he does not de- 
sire to hold such property, the parties of the second part bind 
themselves, as they have authority to do, to issue two bonds 
of the Republic to James Hamilton or order, payable in five 
years from date, at the Bank of the United States in Philadel- 
phia, bearing an interest of ten per cent., payable semi-annu- 
ally, the two together to be for a sum double the amount of 
the cost and expenses of said boat, when delivered at Galves- 
BB A 
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ton, which bonds shall be forthwith executed in blank and 
deposited with Nicholas Biddle, Esq., President of the United 
States Bank at Philadelphia, who shall be directed and re- 
quested to fillup the date and amount as he may hereinafter be 
directed by the joint written request of Wm. Branker of New- 
York and either of the aforesaid Commissioners, after they 
shall have ascertained the cost and expenses of the boat, up to 
the time of her delivery at Galveston, and that the Govern- 
ment declines to take the said boat; which said bonds, when 
so filled up, Mr. Biddle shall be directed to deliver Gen. James 
Hamilton, or his order, (at any time before the first day of 
March next,) whenever he shall deposite in the Bank of the 
United States at Philadelphia, to the credit of the Government 
of Texas, half the amount of the face of the said two bonds, 

The parties of the second part further bind themselves, if ap- 
plied to before the 1st of March next, to substitute in place of 
the two bonds mentioned above, two such sterling bonds with 
the necessary coupens as they may be authorized to issue under 
the laws of Texas, and for similar amounts. 

In testimony of all which, the parties of the first and second 
parts have hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their 
seals, at the date first above written. 

| Signed ] JAMES HAMILTON, 

Authorized Agent of James Holford. 
A. T. BURNLEY, [seat. 
S. M. WILLIAMS, [enar] 


This agreement was witnessed by Dr. Irving. 


New-York, Feb. 5, 1839. 


Mr. Holford this day signified his wish to have sterling 
bonds issued in lieu of the two bonds deposited with M. Biddle. 
[ Signed ] S. M. WILLIAMS. 


REPUBLIC oF TEXAS. 
" City of Galveston. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, James Hamilton, 
authorized Agent’ of James Holford of London, for and in 
consideration of the sum to be affixed at Philadelphia, by A. 
T. Burnley and Wm. Branker, to be paid in the Bonds of the 
Republic of Texas, have granted, bargained and sold, and by 
these presents, I do grant, bargain and sell unto the Republic 
of Texas the Marine Steamer called the Charleston, together 
with her masts, sails, rigging, anchors, cables, boats, tackle, 
apparel and appurtenances, together with her full inventory of 
furniture, bedding, glass, crockery, plate, bed and table-linen, 
&c., to have and to hold the said Marine Steamer Charleston 
and appurtenances unto the said Republic of Texas; and I, 
the said James Hamilton, as the authorized Agent of James 
Holford, do warrant- that he is the true owner of the said 
steamer, and that I have full authority to sell and dispose of 
the same free from all claims whatsoever. 

Given under my hand and seal, this twenty-second day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, at the 
Island of Galveston, Republic of 'Texas. 

{ Signed ] JAMES HAMILTON, 

Authorized Agent of James Holford. 


aret 


Consulate of the United States of America at Galveston, 
Republic of Teras. 

Be it known that Gen. - James Hamilton, whose signature 
and seal appear to the above bill of sale, acknowledged the 
same to be his act and deed. 

In testimony of which I hereunto subscribe my name, and 
affix the seal of my office, the 23d day of March, 1839. 

E. A. RHODES, 
U. S. Consul. 


of the United States 
at Galvesten. 


Seal of the Consulate 


^ 


} 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, te Messrs. 
Banker and Burnley, concerning the purchase of the 
Charleston. 

Navy DEPARTMENT, 
March 20, 1889. 4 


GENTLEMEN :—You are hereby authorized to audit the 
accounts for the purchase of the steamer Charleston, under 
the contract made in New-York between James Hamilton, the 
authorized Agent of James Holford, of London, and A. 'T. 
Burnley and Samuel M. Williams, Commissioners of the Re- 
public. 

You will, over and above the cost of said boat, allow all the 
incident expenses, cost and charges, up to the period when her 
accounts shall be closed, on her return to New-Orleans ; as 
Gen. Hamilton, as the Agent of Mr. Holford, or Mr. H. Wil- 
liams of New-Orleans, may have occasion to make some dis- 
bursements to enable the boat to return to Galveston. On 
your auditting the said accounts, you will report the aggre- 
gate amount of the same to the Commissioners of the Five 
Million Loan, that they may issue the bonds to the Agent or 
Attorney ofthe seid James Holford, and return the account 
eurrent and vouchers to this Department. 

‘To be more explicit in regard to the settlement of the cost 
of the Steamer Charleston, L will add that I have been instruet- 
ed by the President to authorize you to allow the cost of 
repairs and refitment, without reference to the specification of 
seventy thousand dollars named in the contract. 

[ Signed ] M. HUNT, 

Secretary of Navy. 


Extract of a Letter from the Hon. Richard G. Dunlap, late 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the Loan Commissioners. 


“Messrs. A. T. Burnley and William Branker have been 
appointed to audit the accounts for the purchase and fitting 
out of the Steamer Charleston and all the incidental expenses 
connected therewith, until her delivery at the port of Galves- 


221 


ton, in Texas ; and when this duty shall have been performed 
by these gentlemen and the amount of the cost and other ex- 
'penses ascertained, you will deliver to the Agent or Attorney 
of James Holford, of London, in full satisfaction of the 
same, such portion of the bonds to be issued under the law 
aforesaid, authorizing the bonds of the Republie not exceed- 
ing five millions of dollars in the whole as shall be sufficient 
to cover such amount, allowing two dollars of said bonds for 
each dollar of the amount ascertained by said Auditors to he 


due for the purchase and expenses of said Steamer as afore- 
said.” 


[ Signed ] R. G. DUNLAP, 
Secretary of Treasury. 
Seal of Treasury : 
Department. 


——— 


DOCUMENT. D. 
Copy of Orders to A. C. Hinton. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, ? 
~ Austin, Oct. 25, 1839. § 


To Commander A. C. HINTON, 
Commanding Steam-Ship Zavala: 


Sır :—You will proceed to New-Orleans in command of 
the Zavala, and have the following alerations made in her 
machinery, to wit :—Have the connecting-pipes put below the 
spar-deck, and properly covered with canvass, and throttle- 
. valves put in each pipe, so that either of the boilers may be 
shut off; alter the bulk-heads of the cabin below, and enlarge 
the hold, and make such other alterations as Commodore 
Moore will specify’; have the vessel caulked where it is requi- 
Site, and have the work dene with all possible despatch. 

Lieut. George H. Bell and Mr. Brannum have orders to 
report to you for passage in the Zavala, the former for enlist- 
ing marines, and the latter to purchase provisions, the whole 
of which you will bring to Galveston, and deposite in, the 
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hands of the Naval Store-Keeper for Mr. Brannum, with the 
exception of rations for twelve weeks for the crew allowed the 
Zavala, for which you will have requisitions made out in *ri- 
plicate anc properly approved, before leaving Galveston ; and 
on the articles being delivered on board the Zavala, you will 
have one of the requisitions forwarded to this Department. 

While in New-Orleans, you will procure as many seamen, 
ordinary seamen, landsmen and boys as your means will allow, 
being at the same time very cautious that you do not violate 
the neutrality of the United States. 

The Navy Agent will furnish the purser of the Zavala with 
nine thousand dollars on requisitions properly approved before 
leaving Galveston. Ofthe money placed in the hands of the 
purser, you will direct him not to expend a dollar without 
your authority ; and you are expected to be as economical as 
possible, and not to purchase any article that ean possibly be 
dispensed with, as the present means of the Goverument are 
very limited. Two thousand and two hundred dollars you 
are to use for the shipment of men, to whom your are author- 
ized to give one month’s pay as bounty. Ship them for eighteen 
months if you can, but on no account for less than twelve 
months. One thousand dollars is for the enlistment of ma- 
rines, which will be furnished the marine officer from time to 
time by the Purser of the vessel under your command, as it 
is required, after his bills are properly approved by you, which 
will be the Purser's voucher for the expenditure of the money, 
and the residue is for the repairs and incidental expenses of 
the Zavala. 

As soon as the repairs of the Zavala are completed, you 
will ship all the coal that she will possibly carry with the pro- 
visions, and return to Galveston, bringing back with you the 
marines who may have been enlisted, and transfer them to the 
yard. The seamen that you ship over the compliment allowed 
the Zavala, you will transfer to the other vessels, laying at 
that time in the harbor of Galveston, having the smallest num- 
ber of men on board of them, and report yourself to this De- 
paxtment for further orders. 

; Lam, &c., 
[ Signed ] LOUIS P. COOKE, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Copy of Orders from Commodore Moore to Commander A. 
C. Hinton. 


Texas Bric-or-War COLORADO, 
Harbor of Galveston, Nov., 1839. 


To Commander A. C. Hinton, Steam-Ship Zavala : 
Sig:—You will proceed to New-Orleans with the vessel 
under your command, agreeably to your orders from the Hon. 
the Secretary of the Navy, and in addition to the repairs 
therem named, you will also alter the furnace-doors as the 
Engineer suggests, and put such repairs on the boilers as are 
necessary. . You will also fit a light fore-top-mast to the pre- 
sent fore-mast, and a light fore-top-sail; have-a main and 
mizen-mast stepped in the present partners, bearing a proper 
proportion to the present fore-mast and gaff-sails, made and 
fitted for both masts. Have a port cut over the beam forward 
of the present port, where the medium guns are mounted, and 
one also over the beam abaft the same port.  Abaft the wheel- 
house have a port cut over the beam nearly abreast the forward 
end of the main saloon, the next port over the beam of the 
after part of scuttle, and the next port over the next beam abaft. 
Have solid port-sills made in each port, bolted well down, with 
plates let in on the top of them for the fighting-bolts, and iron 
clamps to go down over the shear-mouldings, bolted well on 
to the side of the vessel, with the upper end to come up above 
the post-sill, having an eye in it to hook the breaching into. 
Shift the chain-bitts aft, to the forward part of scuttle, and the 
capstan aft, between the fore-hatch and the passage down to 
forward cabin. Make a light top-gallant-fore-castle, to come 
as far att as where the capstan now is; remove the two rooms 
in the forward part of the forward cabin, so as to extend it en- 
ürely forward. "The ladies’ cabin forward convert into a 
ward-room; the steerage make the length of two berths in the 
after end of gentlemen's cabin, and the room for the forward 
officers the length of one berth from forward bulk-head of 
Steerage, and convert the rest of the gentlemen’s cabin into 
hold, taking up the deck and berths. Open the hatches in the 
saloon, to go down into the steerage and ward-room ; close up 
the present one in the after saloon, and make the railing and 
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steps to the ward-room hatch. Have the necessary repairs 
made to the wheels ; caulk the vessel thoroughly, and put an 
additional streak of copper on her; have the hurricane-deck 
‘covered afresh with canvass where it is required, and a "wide 
hatch made in the starboard side, opposite the present one.— 
Purchase a new galley of a proper kind and size for the com- 
plement of persons allowed the vessel, and bring the present 
one back for the use of the navy-yard. You will also procure 
a carriage for the long twelve pound gun, which you take on 
with you, and another carriage of the same size. For the 
shipment of seamen, &c., | refer you to the orders from the 
Navy Department, referred to above. 

The Schooner San Antonio wil] be in New-Orleans a few 
days after you reach there, for the purpose of procuring men; 
and as itis of the utmost importance that she should rétum 
here with all possible despatch, with men and marines for the 
Schooners San Jacinto and San Bernard, you will render Lieut. 
Commanding F. B. Wright every facility in your power m 
effecting his object, and also send over all the men and marines 
you may have procured, after his funds are exhausted, with 
your assistance, as he has orders to return forthwith, which I 
have shown you. In consequence of the illness of Lieuts. 
Bell and Austin, of the Marine Corps, Capt. Parker will go 
over in the Zavala in the place of Lieut. Bell, who was order- 
ed by the Department. 

Mr. Brannum is instructed by the Department to charter 
vessels, and send here all the coal which you cannot bring, 
with an additional thousand barrels. 1 mention this, in 
order that you may bring over in the Zavala all that you pos- 


‘sibly ean of that which he purchases, in addition to whatis . 


already in New-Orleans belonging to the Government. You 
‘will also purchase tanks, or water-casks, enough to enable the 
Zavala to carry eight thousand gallons of water. If the Za- 
vala is in this harbor when the sloop-of-war arrives in the 
offing, you will tow her in as soon as she has been given up. or 
before, if Messrs. McKinney & Williams conclude to bring 
her in, of which you will be informed by Commander J. T. K. 
Lathrop, who is instructed to receive her. 
I am, &c., 
[Signed ] E. W. MOORE, Capt. Com. Texas Navy. 
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DOCUMENT E. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE STEAM- 


SHIP ZAVALA. 


David Kerr, Purser,in Account with the Republic of Texas. 


1839. 

Nov. 25, 

z tt [44 
ra 21, 
* 39, 
ec. A, 
© 42, 
“ 16, 


«18, 
* [44 
[44 [44 
i «t 


« 921 


Cc 


By cash, À. C. Hinton, N 


, A.C. Hinton, N. 


No. Vouchers. 


s. O. money, 1 
Fresh beef and vegetables, 2 
Recruiting men, - 3 
A.C. Hinton, N. O. money, 4 
For beef and. vegetables, 5 
A. C. Hinton, N-O. money, 6 
Bailey. & Marcy on account 

of repairs on ship, per or- 

der Hinton, . - - 7 
John Hall, 54 days’ work, 8 
John Cappiche, 54 do., 9 
J. Scott's bill of pilotage, 10 
A. C. Hinton, N. O. money, 11 
Sam! P. Scott, on account 

of rigging, 12 
Ann Vail, bill of board for 

midsbipmen, - 13 
Buckner & Littlefield, on 

accent of black smithing, 14 
Bailey & Marcy, on accent 

of repairs of Zavala, 15 
A.C. Hinton, N. © money, 16 
J. Cappiche, scraping ship, 17 
Fletcher Dorey, - 18 
O. money, 18 
F. Coon, for work in En- 

gineer's Department, 20 


Amount carried over.’ 


$100 00 


21 60 
200 00 
100 00 

14 40 
130 00 


1,500 00 


11 00 
11 00 
29 16 
100 00 
100 00 
42 00 


500 00 


1,000 00 


46 75 
15 00 
2 50 
200 00 
500 00 


In 


1839. 


Dec. 30, By C 
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Am'nt brot ars 


ash, N. Kokaua clothing: bill, ve 


s£ 


Priestly & Bein, on accent 
of PES for ship, (part 
of $1,218 A7 - 22 


John Hall, 8 days work, 23 
J. Cappiche 8 days: work, 24 


Daniel L'oyd 25 
W. J. D. Fi ‘erpoint, - £6 
Dan. Oraeol, - - £27 
N.C. & L. Folgen bill of 
SiOps, - - 28 
Jesse Hardin. - *. 29 


John Patton, 9 days’ work, 30 


John Cappiche,3 do. 31 
John Hail, 3 do. 32 
S. 'T. Scott, for rigging, 33 
Peter Cooke. 632 yes sail, 34 
J.C. Parker, recruiting men, 35 
H.Lanning.:UL.S.cur,) 36 
Rieh'd Butier, de. 37 


Jobn Patton, 9 days work, 35 
J. H. Auld, {as part bounty, 

D. S. money.) - 39 
H. Draze, (U. 3. money.) 40 
S. Farnham, do. Al 
G. Hi. Estes, do. 42 
R. Robinson, do. 43 


Zacharie & Co.,tcbacco, 44 

L. E. Bennett, by crder of 
Capt. Hinton, - 45 

A. C. Hinton, N. O. money, 46 


Amount carried over. 


$4,623 41 
ouchers. 
464 50 


B a9 


pret 
NNW M DORM M S&H 


e 
Ga ye 


en 

CU 
Paine! 

Ss 


$6,536 08 


SSSSss WERE 
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Ám'nt bro't forward, 


$6,536 08 


No. Vouchers. 


T By Cash, C.Somerberg,53 days’ wrk, 47 


Charles Freemen, 61 do. 48 
John Davis, 94 do. at $2 50, 49 


Louis Hock, - - 50 

Wm. L. Hartel, (part of 
bounty.) - - o1 

Louis Narat, do. 52 


Tho’s Johnson, fU.S. eur.) 53 
Louis Hock, - 54 
John Patton, 6 days’ Bote: 55 


Louis Hock, ~ - 56 
Everett, 10 days’ work. at 
S2 50, - - - 57 


W. Nelson, part payment 
for bounty, - - 58 
James Rees, 24 days’ work, 
at S2 50, = = 
J. H. “Scott, i 60 
J. Smith, board for men, 61 
J.W alker, N. O. money, 62 
6 


3. Titcomb, do. 3 
Louis Hock, - - 64 
Piere Casson, part bounty, 

U.S. money, - 65 
R. Smith, 51 days work, 66 
i. Thompson, 61. do. 7. 
J. H. Àuid, part bounty, U. 

5. money, - 68 
Charles Gold, U. S. money. 69 
Thos. Johnson, do. 70 
Yr m. Bayne. do. 71 
H. S. Harper, board of de- 

serters, - 72 


Sawl Smith, 62 days’ von, 
at $2 50, - 

M. Keliy, part of Bir. 
U, S. money, - 74 


Amount carried over, 


Re C AED mb o 
Do E OUS (D i 


» B 
T 


"ET 
Ow 
[s Qt 


bo et OD QD tol bt OO 
Ooo 
S8 888 2838 


Co 
© 


87,064 75 


228 
Am’nt bro’t forward, $7,064 75., 


h de 


1840. . No, Vouchers 
Jan. 25, By Cash, James Barry! part bounty, ` 
. S. money, - 75* 5 00 
E s. 26, c. « John Dobson, do. 76 2 00 
& " uo 85 u Damel Morgan, - 77 1 00 | 
A «o € n € Geo. Beaty, | U. 8. money, 78 5 00 
$ *« ua * € John Miller, - 79 1 12 
ig “o a-u Mack Wass cconntotbonn: 
i i ty, U. S. money, - 80 6 00 
& «€ a € Antonio Senock, do. do. 81 6 00 
| ü U a € Evan Williams, do. 82 1 00 
so C € € — J, Hewes, do. 83 5 00 
s, 59 e * Charles Whittemore, do. 84 6 00 
yo & a «a «x, John Ritz, do. 85 5 00 
«o & € € J, Wilson, U.S. currency, 86 2 00 
«o oa € € Robert Quayle, do. o7 1 00 
* 15, « © Samuel D. Scott, balance 
bill of rigging, - 88 77 00 
! € 28, «Wim. Lomey, on account of 
fresh meat, - - 89 . 10000 
« 29, * « James Carter, on account . 
. of block-making, - 90 50 00 
C « 30, © « Sawl Smith, 3 days’ work, 91 + 7 50 
uU € € € — Wm, Emmet, 7 do 92 17 50 
Fed, 9, “ © John Barry, on account of 
| | bounty, - 2 93 2 00 
€ € € « — Jes Firth, U. S. currency, 94 1 00 
€ € € * Wm. Edwaids, account of 
bounty, - - 95 . 2 00 
* € u « Thos. Cutter, do. 96  ' 25 
a « «a  * John D. Seil, N. O. funds, 97 1 o0 
« € & € Jj. FH. Auld, - - 98 1 00 
M. E ee ames |) eB Vanderhill, account 
of bounty,  - ` 99. , 100 
« € u « J, Anderson, N. O. funds, 100 1 00 
£ 12, * ^* H. Lanning, per Captain 
Hinton, - $ 101 5 00 
E E MES E: Bache, - - .102 2 00 


Amount carried over, $7,389 12 | 


f 


sé 


gee TUE 


ít 
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. Am’nt bro’t forward, $7,389 12 


No. Vouchers. 
By Cash, E. Homan, N. O. money, 103 


E. P. Kennedy, - 


David Kerr, incidental ex- 


penses, - - 


Jos. Lusters, N. O. money, 106 


Henry Drake, do. 
C. Cumming, . do. 
Evan Williams, do. 
Daniel Morgan, do. 


. John P. 'Titcomb, do. 
: Wm. Bayne, do. 


Joseph Harden, do. 
Morris Kelly, do. 
Nathan Allen, do. 
Daniel Judson, do. 
Robert Quayle, do. 


Wm.Candon,. do. 
Rich'd Robinson, do. ` 


Morris Underhill, do. 
W.J. D. Pierpoint, do. 
J. J. Lewis, do. 
C. C. Wilber, do. 
John Mitchell, do. 
Harvey Lanning, do. 
Sidney Farnham, do. 
Francis Farnham, do. 
James Anderson, do. 
John D. Zeal, do. 
Celestine Bordy, do. 
John Barry, do. 
Richard Butler, do. 
John Morrison do. 
Joseph Wilson, do. 
Joseph H. Auld, do. 
E. P.Kennedy, do. 
Henry Nichols, do. 


0 00 

104 19 37 
105 11.74 
2 00- 

107 3 00 
108 . 1 00 
109 . 8:00 
110 .8 00 
111 1 00. 
112 9 00 
113 2 00 
114 8. 00 
115 2 00 
116 1 00 
117 1 00 
118 1 00 
119 8 00 
~ 120. 6 00 
121 1 00 
122 1 60 
123 1 00 
124 10 60 
125 : 8 00 
126 10 00 
127 8 00 
128 . 8 00 
129 - 10 00- 
130 1 00 
131 10 00 
132 2 00 
133 8 00 
134 ' 2 00 
135 9 00 
136 5 00 
137° 8 00 
$7,584 23 


Amount carried over, 


Nd 


s 
& 
! 


& 
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Am'nt bro't forward, $7,584 93 


No, Vouchers. 

. 97, By ieu Wm. Ward, do. 1 00 
t « "Matthew Short, do. 139 2 00 
* t€ 4&4 Charles Solon, do, 140 1 00 
"^ * (€ Lewis Genoa, do. 141 1 00 
* «a «a James Reynolds, do. 142 1 00 


« € € J.T. K. Lathrop, do. 143 30 00 
Marchi, * = P. Cooke, 12 days’ work, 


N. O. money, - 
* «u € Peter Cooke, on acct. of 
bill dated Feb. 18, see 


144 24 00 


| voucher No. 144, 6 00 
Total, $7,649 23 
A List of Accounts Unpaid. 
1840. No. Vouchers 
Nov. 17, Buckner & Littlefield, bal. on bill 
of black-smith’s work," 1 $1,832 19 
Dec. 23, Priestly & Bein, bill sundries tor 
Gunner's Department, - 2 68 24 
* $21, Long & Smith's bill of copper- 
work, &c.,* 3 417 30 
Jan. 25, Priestly & Bein, sundries for Purser's 
Department,* 4 23 88 
Feb. 12, Priestly & Bein, bill of sundries for 
Carpenter's Department, - 5 216 72 
Jan. 25 Priestly & Bien, do. do. 6 763 22 
te do. Masters do. 7 1,045 86 
ge ss t do. Béatswain’sdo.* 8 ' 210 07 
th oo u do. Engineers do.* 9 552 51 
«e: 29. * Six buckets for Gunner, 10 6 00 
« 30, * Sundries for Master's do. 11 180 07 


Amount carried over, $5,316 06 


— f Nc 
231 
Am/nt bro’t forward, $5,816 06 
1840. : No. Vouchers. 
Feb. 12, Priestly & Bein, sundries for Boat- 
swain's Department, - - 12 95 92 


* 16, N. C. & L. Folger, 40 pair blankets," 13 120 25 
« 17, Priestly & Bein, bill of sundries for 


Sail-Master's Department, - 14 161 92 
i: cd Priestly & Bein, stationery for Purs- . 
er's Department, - - - 15 150 18 


. * 18, Peter Cooke, bal. of bill of rigging,* 16 68 00 
ü 19, Bailey & Marcy, bill of sundries, 


balance part of $8,254 19,* - Y 5,754 19 
« * William Lomey, bill for beef and ve- - 

getables, balance,* - 18 399 60 
* * F., Coon, bill for black-smith’s work, : 

balance part of $2,204 50,* - 19 1,716 50 
* « James Carter, block-maker's bill, 

balance part of $119 76,* - 20 69 76 
" 22, Priestly & Bein, bill Engineer's De- 

partment, 21 181 02 


u 21, Priestly & Bein, sundry bills trans- 
ferred to them by Walton & Co.,* 22 1,080 96 
« 22, James A. Boss, bill for lumber, see 


Bailey & Marcy, - 23 
March 1, Bailey & Marcy, bill of lumber, &c.* 24 577 45 
" * Wm. Lomey, bill of castings,* 25 16 00 
"o, «a do. fresh beef,* 26 149 50 


Feb. 26, Buckner & Littlefield, bolts, &c. To 2T AO 44 
March 3, A. M’Donald, bill of ‘pilotage,t 28 90 00 
s 4, James Keeley, do.t = 29 36 75 


Total, $16,024 50 


The bills marked * have been paid and receipted by a draft - 
drawn by the Purser on the Secretary of the Navy.—Those 
marked 1, by drafts on the Consul in New-Orleans. 
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DOCUMENT F. 
Copy of Commodore E. W. Moore's Report. 


Texas SrooP or: WAR AUSTIN, 
At Sea, August 28th, 1840: 
Latitude 25° 21’ N.: Longitude 96° 29° W. 


Srr :—TI have the honor to report that since I last wrote by 
the schooner San Antonio, 22d July, that on the same evenin 
the weather continued light, I ordered the Zavala to make the 
best of her way to the Arcos Islands, touching at Sisal, under 
English colors, and to leave a letter for Gen. Anaya from 
Gen. Canales. On the 26th July, the weather still very light, 
in consequence of which, and my unexpected detention off the 
S. W. Pass, I thought it best to send a vessel off Point Mari- 
andrea with the letters No. 1 and 2 for Richard Packenhan, 
Esg., Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Mexico; and that I 
might, in conformity with my orders of 20th June, endeavor 
to ascertain the feelings of the authorities of the State of Yu- 
catan towards our Government, aud be off the Brazos de San- 
tiago as near the time mentioned in the same orders as possi- 
ble, I sent the schooner San Jacinto with the letters, and avail- 
ing myself of the usual Trade Winds, proceeded with the San 
Bernard. in company to Sisal, off which place I arrived on the 
3Lst July, and, on making signal for a boat, wearing American 
colors, was boarded by an officer, and learned that the Zavala 
had passed siz days before: he informed me that an order had 
been received that day from Merida (the Capitol,) by the Cap- 
tain of the Port, who had sent him out, that, if any Texian 
vessel appeared off the port, to offer her every facility—upon 
which I hoisted our proper colors. He was very anxious that 
I should anchor and visit the shore the next day, which I de- 
clined; and as soon as he left, filled away for Campeachy, where 
Iwas informed Gen. Anaya was. Arrived off Campeachy on 
the 2d August, and, while standing in under our own colors, 
we were met about eight miles from the land by a Schooner of 
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war, having on board Gen. Anaya and suite, who came on board. 

On being informed by the General that he had not received 
the letter sent by the Zavala, and being no longer in doubt as 
fo the disposition of the authorities; from their trusting a vessel 
of war, mounting five guns, along-side of this vessel and the 
San Bernard, and, knowing that the letter was of importance, 
as it had been written by Gen. Canales, after frequent inter- 
views with his Excellency the President, I sent the San Ber- 
nard back to Sisal, with Gen. Anaya’s Secretary on board for 
t, and anchored. Gen. Anaya remained on board until after 
dark, and showed me letters from Galveston, written sixteen or 
eighteen days before I left there. He came off the next day 
and invited me on shore; was very anxious that I should go 
with him, as he-had brought the boat out expressly. I did not 
however go until the next day, when I had an interview with 
the Governor elect, Don Santiago Mendez; whose term com- 
menced on the 20th inst. I was informed very frankly by him 
that he disliked to see his country cut up into small republics; 
that it was ot the intention of the State of Yucatan to separate 
from'the other States, but that she wanted to see the Federal 
Constitution re-established, when a Convention of States would 
be proposed, and that the proposition would extend to and in- 
dude 'T'exas, which she might decline with perfect freedom ! 
and he seemed to have no idea that she would do otherwise ; 
consoling himself for the loss of territory, that it was being 
filled up with am agricultural and industrious people. He 
was anxious that the most friendly relations should be esta- 
blished at an early period, and assured me that the ports of the 
State of Yucatan were open to any Texian vessel. [ther 
assured him that the vessels belonging to the State of Yucatan 
would not be molested by any vessel of the Texas Navy; and 


that the people of Texas were the friends of any of the Feder- ' 


alsts of Mexico who were their friends. The then Governor 
was at Merida, and he (Mendez) informed me that he would 
write to him the next day. i 

I left orders for the San Bernard to remain at Campeachy on 
her return from Sisal, antil the 13th inst., on which day the 
mail would be in from Merida, 

On the 6th instant I received a letter from Gen. Anaya, of 
which the enelosed is a translation, and a copy of my reply ; 

DD , 


4 
- 
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and the next day sailed for Point Mariandrea. On arriving 
off the Arcos islands on the 10th, I found the Zavala, and 
learned that Commander Lothrop had not left the letter at 
Sisal, in consequence of the manner in which the Captain of 
the port spoke of Gen. Anaya, they not being friends.—He 
was informed that the General was about leaviug the State 
for New-Orleans. Under the same circumstances I would 
have retained the letter myself. 

I remained at the Arcos Islands until the next day, having 
to supply the Zavala with water and some items of provisions, 
of which she was nearly out, and sailed for Campeachy with 
the letter, where I arrived and anchored on the 13th instant, 
when 1 was re-assured by Don Santiago Mendez, from the 
Governor through him, of their friendly disposition of their 
ports being open to our merchant-vessels, and their wish to 
cultivate friendly relations with us at the eaxliest period. 

The naval force of the State of Yucatan consists of one 
small brig and £wo schooners. There were not more than 
four hundred men in the town of Campeachy, a number 
having marched to relieve the city:of Tobasco, which had 
declared for the F'ederalists, but the castle still being in pos 
session of the Centralists. On the 4th inst. Gen. Maldonado, 
commanding the Federal troops from Campeaehy in Tobasco, 
arrived at Campeachy in a schooner of war, bringing the in- 
tellisenee that the castle had been relieved by troops from 
Vera Cruz, and that he, in consequence of sickness amongst 
his troops, had retired to the bar of Fobasco River, where he 
had left four hundred effectives with the brig of war. 

The same vessel brought the intelligence of the revolution 
in the City of Mexico, and the imprisonment of Bustamente, 
the particulars of which, if you have not yet heard, you will by 
the letters from Mr. Treat, which 1 send on by the San Jacinto. 

On the 14th the San Bernard arrived from Sisal, and the 
next morning we got under way ; and the following morning, 
by 7 o'clock, were off the Arcos Islands ; sent the San Bernard 
in to put Lieut. A. J. Lewis on board the Zavala, he having 
broken his leg some days previous by falling from the trunk 
of the schooner while giving an order and looking aloft, (he 
was very uncomfortable on board the schooner at sea,) and 
pushed on to meet the San Jacinto. 
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Arrived off Point Mariandrea on the 18th: on the 19th, fell 
in with the San Bernard, and on the 20th, with the San Jacinto, 
when I was informed by Lieut. Postel! that he had arrived off 
the Point on the Ist inst., and had sent in 'etter No. 1, but had 
not met with an opportunity to send No. 2. I refer you to his 
report, which is herewith enclosed, in relation to the “brig” 
which he mentions, and the sailing of the San Jacinto. Ihave 
since met with the brig: she was Her Britannic Majesty’s brig 
Penguin, on her way from Vera Cruz to Tampico, and I was 
informed by her that it had been reported at Vera Cruz that 
there was a pirate off that part of the coast, and the brig was 
looking out for her. The officer appeared much pleased with 
the bold manner in which Lieut. Postell stood down for him, 
and I take this occasion to state to the Depaitment that he is 
mich the most efficient officer I have under my command. 

Finding the scurvy, which had made its appearance some 


time previous in all the vessels, increasing; I determined to land : 


aparty of men and get some fresh beef. ‘The Mexicans, who 
came down, fivein number, viewed us as savages, and begged 
us most imploringly “not to molest the women !”--On being 
assured that they would not be, and that we only wanted some 
fesh beef, they were really astonished !--The men were 


formed on the beach, and the Mexicans soon had three beeves - 


down, and we were under way again at dark. 

On the 23d, not having fallen in with either the San Antonio 
ot brig Wharton; which vessels I had ordered to meet me off 
Point Mariandrea, not having received any thing from Mr. 
Treat, and the time having elapsed that I was to have been 
off the Brazos de Santiago, I determined to stand down off 
Vera Cruz, under American colors, and board the first vessel 
that came out, in hopes of hearing whether Mr. Treat had 
left Mexico or not, and, at the same time have a look at their 
shipping. That afternoon I was within three miles of the 
Castle of Juan de Ulloa; stood off all night, and on the next 


day, in the afternoon, an English brig came out; the wind ` 


being light, did not get near her until the next morning, when 
she sent her boat along side with a letter from Mr. 'T'reat, en- 
closing one to his Excellency the President, and two to the 
Hon. A. S. Lipscomb, Secretary of State. l 

. The brig was Her Majesty's brig Penguin, and I learned 


3 
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. the San Bernard, which I did, under the orders of which the 


“steamer.” She left New-Orleans not quite two-thirds filled 
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from the officer who came on board from her, that the Cen. 
tralists had no vessel of war in Vera Cruz; that the sloop-of. 
war Iguala was expected soon from France; that they were 
about purchasing a French ship there, lying in the harbor, 
and that the steamer Agyle was in the employment of the 
Mexican Government, having left Vera Cruz about an hour 
after they got under-way for 'l'obasco, and having a few days 
previous returned from Tampico, (she passed us on the 21st) 
to which place she had carried one hundred. troops. 

From the tenor of Mr. 'Treat’s letter to me, (a copy of which 
is enclosed, also a copy of my reply,) I thought itebest to leave 


enclosed isa copy; and in order that the letters which I had in 
my possession from the City of Mexico might reach their des- 
tination as early as possible, I made sail immediately, the San 
Jacinto in company, for Galveston ; and by the time we get in 
the latitude of the Brazos de Santiago, I will have finished my 
letters, when [ will send the schooner on with them, and pro- 
ceed myself to the Brazos, off which place I will not remain 
more than four days, (unless I meet additional orders from the 
Department,) when I will return with all despatch off Point 
Mariandrea, 

My not having fallen in with the San Antonio or brig Whar- 
ton, has placed me in a disagreeable situation, as, from the | 
force of circumstances, I can only appear off the Brazos with 
this vessel, when Iam required, by my orders, to appear off 
that place with the whole squadron; besides I am behind the 
time named, in consequence of waiting off Point Mariandrea, 
in the hope of meeting the San Antonio, at all events, as there 
was a probability of the Wharton not getting to sea. . 

_ The officers and crews of all the vessels have been generally 

healthy. O. S. Nash, ordinary seaman, died on board this ves- 
sel on the 4th instant, while at Campeachy : his disease was 
dropsy; and. he was transferred from the San Bernard on the 
28th June, in order that he might be more comfortable. The 
San Jacinto has also lost one man, who had been sick some 
time, and was very old. 

The Zavala has fully realized my expeetations as a sea 


with coal, having about 1,700 barrels on board; and she can 
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carry 2,700 barrels, The coal was of the most inferior kind, 
the blacksmith on board this vessel not being able to get a 
welding heat on iron with some of it that we got from here. 
Filled with good Pittsburgh coal, a good head of steam can 
be kept up on her for thirty-five days; and, in the event of 
active operations on this coast, it will be necessary for her to 
have two thousand barrels of good Pittsburgh coal as soon as 
it can reach here—say about the 25th Sept., or 1st Oct.,—at 
which time she may be found at the Arcos Islands, the latitude 
of which is 20° 12’ N., and the latitude 91° 57’ W. She adds 
greatly to the efficiency of our force, particularly on the coast 
of Mexico, where there is for so great a portion of the time 
very little wind, unless it be blowing a gale, which seldom 
lasts long. ' : 

If the Argyle, as small as she is, is purchased by the Mexi- 
eans, and catches this ship in a calm, or very light wind off 
soundings, she would annoy her very much. 

We shall be out of provisions, or nearly so, on the !st De- 
cember; and I would respectfully suggest that the Navy Agent 
be sent to New-Orleans in time to purchase three months’ sup- 
ply for the number of persons in the Navy, which can be as- 
certained at the Department from the quarterly returns, end- 
ing the 30th September, which I will endeavor to have reach 
the Department by or before the 20th October, and by which | 
the estimates can readily be made out. 

By the same returns the Department will perceive that some 
of the men's time expires in November and December, and I 
hope that money will be placed in the hands of the Navy 
Agent to pay them off. P 

Letter No. 2, directed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at 
Mexico, I herewith return to the Department, No. 1 having 
been received and answered, as per Mr. Treat’s letter to me. 

Accompanying i$ a Meteorological Table, kept on board 
this ship, for the month of July; and an application from. 
Lieut. J. W. Swete, which I hope will be complied with. 

I am, very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 
[ Signed ] E. W. MOORE, 
Captain Commanding. 

To the Hon. Lours P. Cooke, 

Secretary of the Navy, Austin, Texas. 
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. DOCUMENT G. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to. . 
mander A. C. Hinton. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, / 
Austin, December 21st, 1839. ( 


Sır :— Your communication from New-Orleans, under date 


` 99th ultimo, is at hand. Mr. Brannum, with whom you find 


Uoc WP 


so much fault, it seems, by your own statement, has obeyed 
orders, in contra-distinction to your own course, in which you 
appear to have forgotten the very first principle of naval dis- 
cipline, to wit:—that the first duty of an officer, as well as 
a seaman, consists in obeying orders. If you have so far 
transcended yours, as to purchase anything for which you 
cannot show definite orders, be assured that you will be held 
responsible; and you are furthermore strictly forbidden from 
incurring, under any pretext whatever, any liabilities against 
the Government for repairs, or for any other purpose whatever, 
the Department deeming the amount already appropriated a 
sufficiency for the contemplated repairs. — 

Another matter which presents itself before me from your's 
is, your having given orders to Purser Kerr to pay each of 
your crew a small amount in good money. This Govern- 
ment know of but orfe kind of money with which to pay per- 
sons in its employment, to wit:—that which is.allowed and 
ordered by a statute of the-country—the Promissory Notes of 
the Government. 'lhe men were originally shipped to be 
paid in this money, and the Department will not, and cannot, 
recognize any other mode of payment ; thêrefore, that is made 
a matter of future action. As to the suggestions made to the 
Department in the form of advice, I will simply state that the 
Department has really no doubt of your wishes in regard to 
the prosperity of the Navy, but feels itself competent to decide 
on all such matters, with no other advice than that which is 
fixed by law, or that which is solicited. 

T cannot conceive how your officers and crew can be so 
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miserably destitute of money, &c., as you represent, when Mr.- 
Brannum took from here funds for the express purpose of pay- 
ing off the whole station up to the end of that quarter. Lieut. 
Com’g F. B. Wright was not ordered to report himself to you; 
therefore, he is not culpable for not having done so. As to 
the report of Lieuts, O'Shannessy and Harrison, you will state 
to them (as you forwarded their report) that, if they wish to 
make charges against an officer, to do it properly, so that the 
Department ean take cognizance ofthe same. You will pay 
strict attention to the tenor of this, and return as soon as possi- 
ble to Galveston, and report immediately to this Department. 

I am, Sir, &e. 
- [Signed] LOUIS P. COOKE, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
To Commander A. C. HINTON, 


Commanding Steam-ship Zavala. 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


ATTORNEY-GENEEAL’s DEPARTMENT, / 
Austin, October 31, 1840. \ 


His Excellency Mirapeav B. Lamar: . 
Sır :—in communicating to your Excellency the present 
condition of this Department, L have but little to add to the 
information contained in my former report. ‘The suits here- 
tofore instituted upen empressario contracts, are yet undeter- 
mined. They were originally brought in the District Court 
of Harrisburg, and as they are required by law to be tried in 
the county in which the Seat of Government is situated, it 
became necessary to have them transferred from that Court 
to the District Court of Travis. An order for that purpose 
was obtained at the last and only term of the Court which has 
been held in Harris since the removal of the Government from 
Houston, and there not having been any Court held in Travis 
since that time, there has been no term at which they could 
have been tried since the defence has devolved upon me. 
The cases of Heily and others against the Board of Land 
Commissioners of Nacogdoches County, upon appeals from 
the District Court of that county, are yet pending in the Su- 
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preme Court. ‘They were continued at the last term, in con- 
sequence of the then Chief Justice having had an interest in 
most of them, as one of the counsel originally employed, and 
his declining to preside at the trials for that reason. 

Some time during the past summer, the Hon. Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury presented the following case for my opinion.— 
^ Col. A. Huston, late Quarter- Master-General, stands charged 
on the books of the Treasury Department. with the sum of 
ninety-three thousand one hundred and twenty-eight dollars 
for land-scrip, which has been placed in his hands for sale.— 
Upon an attempted settlement of this account, after giving 
him credit for ail the charges which he brought against the 
Government supported by “vouchers. it was found that there 
was still a balance against him of four thousand one hundred 
and thirty dollars and eleven cents. To get relief from this 
balance, Col. Huston applied to Congress, “alleging that some 
of his vouchers had been unavoidabl- "lost, and an act was pass- 
ed, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to demand from 
him the $4,130 11, and, upou his refusing to pay it, to cause 
asuit to be instituted against him for its recovery ; but allow- 
ing him to plead in payment. set-off, or In re-conversion, any 
demands which he might have agamst the Government, and 
directing the proper officer to audit his account according to 
the judgment of the Court, if that judgment should be in favor 
of the defendant. During the investigation before Congress, 
Col. Huston obtained from the Department all the vouchers 
previously presented by him, and upon the allowance of which, 
his indebtedness to the Government had been reduced from 
$93,128 to $4,130 11, for the alleged purpose of submitting 
them to the consideration of that honorable body, and has 
since retained them, leaving no evidence in the Department 
of their having been presented or acted upon.” And the 
question was presented, * whether, under the circumstances, 
these vouchers could be pleaded as a set-off or in re-conver- 
sion to a suit which might be instituted for the recovery of the 
$1130 11, as specified in the act of Congress.” To this 
question 1 had no diffieulty in giving my opinion that they 
could be sopleaded, and we 1d be allowed by the Court, notwith- 
standing Col. Huston had already had the fall benefit of them. 
as, according to the statement of the Secretary, there could be 
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no proof adduced to identify them as being those which had 
previously been presented and allowed; and as the suit, if 
instituted, could only be brought for the $4,130 11, (that sum 
having been fixed upon and determined by the act of Congress 
as the amount of his indebtedness,) he might, and probably 
would obtain a judgment for a large amount against the Go- 
vernment, instead of there being a recovery had against him 
for the sum he was actually owing. 

This subject is one which does not properly belong to this 
Department, and under ordinary circumstances would not 
have been embraced in a report from-it; but as the opinion 
thus given, may have induced the Secretary of the Treasury 
to decline ordering the institution of a suit which had been 
directed by an act of Congress, I have felt it to be due to that 
officer to make this statement; and having done so, f avail 
myself of the occasion to suggest, that, unless the vouchers 
which were obtained by Col. Huston from the Department be 
returned, justice to the Republie would seem to require sucha 
modification of the law passed at the last Session of Congres 
in regard to this subject, as will enable the Secretary of the 
"Treasury to institute a suit for the amount of the account as it 
stands charged on the books of the Department, without refer- 
ence to the reductions which were made upon the production 
of vouchers which have since been withdrawn. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES WEBB, 
Attorney General. 
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THE POST. MASTER.GENERAL: 


OCTOBER, 1840 


Post-Orrice DgPARTMENT,] 


Austin City, Oct. 29, 1840. | 


ToHis Excellency MinABEAv B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic of Texas : 

Sir :—In compliance with the requisition of law, I have the 
honor herewith to communicate to your Excellency an aceount 
of the receipts and expenditures of this Department, and its 
condition generally; together with suggestions for such im- 


provements therein, as, in my opinion, are useful and necessa- - 


ly for its more complete management and prosperity. 
In discharge of the duties imposed on the head of the Gene- 
ral Post-Office, he has, since the adjournment of the last Con- 
gress, established Post-Offices on the several routes, and 
appointed Post-Masters to conduct them, and as directed by 
the laws regulating the Department, has given them the 
much-needed instructions in their duties ; although the giving 
these instructions to Post-Masters was always the duty of the 
Post-Master-General, I am not aware that they have ever be- 
fore been attended to, and this duty has, in consequence, been 
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the more arduous. "These instructions were also accompanied 
with forms for therr guidance in keeping and rendering correct 
quarterly accounts, since which they are becoming more accu- 
rate in the statement of accounts and moie prompt and punc- 
tual in making their returns. -— 
From the great want of suitable mail-bags that existed when 

l entered upon the discharge of the duties of this office, and 
had. existed for some months previous, Í was induced to make 
immediate efforts to procure them as soon as possible, but T 
regret that my success has not equalled my efforts or wishes, 
As these appendages, so essential to the safe keeping of the 
mails, entrusted to carriers, were not to be procured in 'T'exas, 
an application was made within ten days after the date of my 
commission to William Bryan, Esq., the Post-Office Agent in 
New-Orleans, by letter, dated 17th January last, to obtain them; 
in which, after giving him directions as to the sizes and num- 
ber of the bags and of the locks and extra keys, he was requested 
that, “in the event such articles could not be made in New- 
Orleans, to send the best substitute to serve till better could be 
procured from New-York or elsewhere." ‘This letter was 
replied to by Mr. Bryan, under date of 10th of February in 
which he says, *Ihave made enquiries about the mail-bags, 
and shall be able to have them made equal to those used in the 
United States, provided suitable leather can be procured, which 
appears rather doubtful.” Other and further correspondence 
passed between us in regard to this matter. Indeed every 
effort has been made by me for the procurement of these art- 
cles; it is believed the Agent has been equally desirous, and 
that they have arrived and are now in the city of Galveston. 
Under the directions and provisions of the 36th Section of 
the Post-Office law, passed the 6th of February, 1840, two 
mail-routes have been discontinued altogether. The reasons 
for doing so were, that in one case, the mail-riders, for two 
routes set cut from the same place, and travelled together to 
within ten miles of the termination of those routes before sepa 
rating for their respective offices; in the other two routes, 
commenced about twenty miles apart, and running nearly a 
parallel course, came to the same office at the distance of about 
forty miles, with but one intermediate Post-Office on the two 
roads, and this yielding a revenue of about fourteen dollars 
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only, while the pay of the two contractors amounted to near 
five thousand dollars. Itis believed that some other routes 
may be discontinued, or, at least, that the mails can be trans- 
ported over them less frequently, without any great inconve- 
nience to the public, especially where, as in one instance is 
now the case, the transportation is near four thousand dollars, 
and the entire income of the route will not exceed two hundred. 
dollars per annum. e 

Some alterations have been made in other routes, and still 
further may perhaps be made to advantage. Instead of the 
present circuitous routes, connecting eastern and western 
Texas, it is thought a route or 1outes, leading directly from 
Montgomery, via Cincinnati, on the Trinity, would greatly 
contribute to the accommodation of the two sections of the 
Republic. 

Many Post-Offices have been established at places where, 
judging from the small revenue derived from them, it is more 
than probable they were injurious, rather than advantageous 
to the publie. Some have returned a “balance due to the 
General Post-Office ” of one dollar per quarter, and others still 
less—all of which it has beci deemed a duty to discontinue. 

The settlement and collection of Post-Master’s accounts, 
some of which had been of long standing, was commenced 
soon after I entered the Department. Some have been col- 
lected, and, in one instance, it has been found necessary to in- 
stitute legal proceedings to collect the debt claimed. The 
revenue derived to this Department has been less in value, and 
its cost to the Republie consequently greater than would have 
been the case, if the currency had not depreciated. 'The’reve- 
nue arising from postages since the first of January last, includ- 
_ ing the first and second quarters, and the third, so far as returns 
have been received, has amounted to eleven thousand six hun- 
dred and forty dollars and thirty one cents, the collections of 
outstanding accounts made 1n money remitted to this Depart- 
ment by the Post-Masters, and drawn for during the same time, 
have amounted to sixteen thonsand eight hundred and ten 
dollars fifty four cents. The revenue of the first and second 
quarters of 1839 amounted to six thousand three hundred -and 
forty-two dollars eighty-six cents, that of the third and fourth 
to six thousand one hundred and sixty-nine dollars ninety- 
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eight cents, making the aggregate revenue of the Department 
for the entire year twelve thousand five hundred and twelve 
dollars eighty-four cents. 

. The expenditures of the Department since the first of Janu- 
ary last have amounted to seventy-five thousand four hundred 
twenty-two dollars and one cent. 

Some claims against the Department of long standing have 
been discharged. Other similar demands still remain, which 
ought to be liquidated, but the payment is necessarily withheld, 
because, either by law or rule of the Bureaux of the Treasury 
Department, funds cannot be obtained under the present years 
appropriation, to pay them, notwithstanding there may be mo- 
ney in the Treasury, to the credit of this Department, sufficient 
for that purpose. The late Post-Office Agent in the city of 
New-Orleans has a demand of some two years’ standing, for 
services rendered and money advanced which cannot be paid 
for the reason above referred to, even should there be a sur- 
plus of the last appropriation sufficient to satisfy his just de- 
mands. Would it not be advisable to provide by law that the 
Post-Master-General shall be authorized to draw from the Trea- 
sury for any purpose whatever, connected with his Department, 
any unexpended money without regard to the particular year 
or use for which it was originally appropriated ? 

An arrangement was made with the Master of the Steam- 
Packet Columbia in the month of June last for transporting 
our mails from the United States, by which he was to receive 
a compensation for all the letters he should convey to and de- 
posite in” any of the Post-Offices of the Republic, and it is 
requested that the Post-Master-General may also be authorized 
to pay him for his services under said contract. : 

As proposals are sometimes received for carrying the mail 
from persons who afterwards refused to comply with their bids 
by entering into contracts, it is respectfully suggested that a 
law should be passed authorizing the Post-Master-General to 
prosecute such persons to recover the difference between their 
bids and the sum for which contracts in those cases shall af- 
terwards be made. It is also respectfully submitted whether 
members of Congress should not be prohibited from becoming 
contractors, or being in any way concerned in the transporta- 
tion of the mails. 
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The present law makes it the duty of the Post-Master-Gene- 
ral to impose a fine on contractors for each failure, to thrice the 
amount of the pay which would have been due for the trip, had 
it been performed. It would perhaps be advisable to modify 
the law, so as to leave it discretionary with the Post-Master- 
General to impose a forfeiture not less than the entire pay of 
the trip, nor more than three times that amount. 

Some provision, it is thought, should be made, requiring 
masters of steam-boats, running on the waters of this Repub- 
lie, within two hours after the arrival of their boats at the 
city, town or place of their destination, if in the day-time, or 
within one hour after next sunrise, if such arrival be in the 
night, to deliver all letters and packets directed to and intended 
for delivery at said city, town or place ; and unless said letters 
and packets are carried under a contract with the Post-Master- 
General, that the Post-Masters, into whose hands the same are 
delivered, shall pay to said masters three cents for and upon 
each and every letter so delivered, which charge of three cents 


shall be added to the ordinary letter-postage, and in his quar-: 


terly account, the Post-Master to receive a credit with the 
amount so paid. And for each foreign letter conveyed or 
brought to Texas by or in any foreign vessel, the master shall 
receive two cents from the Post-Master receiving said letter, 
who shall place the sum, so paid, to his credit in his quarterly 
account current with this Department. 


Would it not be expedient, in the present depreciated state 


of our currency, to increase the rates of postage by adding fifty 
' per cent. to the present rates on letters, newspapers, &c. 
transported by mail within the Republic, and by changing the 
rate on a foreign letter from six and one-fourth to twenty-five 
cents, which shall be in addition to the postage cbarged there- 
on when the same may be forwarded from the office at which 
they were originally received ; and making itthe duty of 
Post-Masters, receiving and forwarding such letters, to mark 
them with the word “Ship,” written or stamped. ‘The post- 
age, so charged for ship-letters, to be a revenue to the Depart- 
ment on which Post-Masters shall be entitled to the same com- 
mission as in other cases. 

Post-Masters should also be authorized to require of persons, 
9n receiving newspapers, to pay three months’ postage, in ad 
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vance, and to charge double, treble and quadruple postage on 
letters containing two, three or four pieces of paper respec- 
tively. 

The Post-Masters at Galveston and Houston regularly re- 
ceive at their offices, during three-fourths of the year, large 
mails from the United States, which they have been instructed 
to distribute to the different Post-Offices of the Republic— 
This is an onorous duty, and one which is daily becoming 
more laborious, and has, it 1s believed, been faithfully dischar- 
ged by those officers, without receiving an adequate compen- 
sation for their services. The propriéty of giving them a remu- 
neration commensurate with the services performed, is sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the honorable Congress. 

From the insecurity attending the manner in which editors 
too often put up papers, intended to be carried by mails, it is 
deemed necessary to recommend that they be required to wrap 
them in envelopes of strong paper, left open at one end, and 
the whole securely tied with good twine, the number of papers 
contained in the package to be noted on the wrappers, and the 
entire superscription to be written or printed in large and legi- 
ble letters and figures, and that Post-Masters be directed not to 
receive or mail them, unless this requisition is complied with. 
The necessity of some such provision has come to the know- 
ledge of the Superintendent of this Department, who has seen 
packets of newspapers, which had not been transported more 
than one and a half days’ ride, and yet. from their rotten wrap- 
pers, entirely worn out, and the superscription so completely ef- 


faced, as to be wholly illegible. The consequence has been, and . 


must be, that subscribers fail to receive their papers, which is 
probably charged to the negligence of faulty Post-Masters or 
faithless mail-riders, when the editors, or their agents, only 
have been wanting in a strict discharge of their duties. The 
appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars, made the last 
session of Congress, to pay the expenses of this Department, 
together with the revenue derived from postages, during the 
current year, will likely be some more than sufficient to defray 
the current expenses. 

if the present rate of postage is not increased, nor any of the 
routes now established, and under advertisement, discontinued, 
and the present frequency of the transportation of the mail 
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on them kept up, the probable sum necessary to be appropriated 
to meet the expenses of 1841 will not be much, if any, less 
than two hundred thousand dollars, unless there is an improve- 
ment in the value of ‘Treasury Pronnssory Notes. 

Tables are being prepared shewing the number of routes or 
roads, over which mails have been transported the preseut year; 
the total number of Post. Offices now established and in opera- 
tion, the number of Offices on each route, and the revenue ac- 
eruing therefrom. . 

Those tables were intended to accompany this communiea- 
tion, and it has beer delayed as long as possible, with the 
hope of being able to complete them in time ; owing to press 
of business, it has been found impracticable to do so. A well. 
regulated mail establishment may well be considered one of 
the most important bianches of publie business; and it will 
not be doubted that the duties of the Depaitment, under exist- 
ing circumstances, have, since the commencement of the pre- 
sent year been extremely laborious. ‘The correspondence 
alone has amounted to more than seven hundred letters, and 
this has not been the most arduous duty assigned to, and dis- 
charged by, the Post-Master-General. He does not flatter him- 
self that any very important improvements have as yet been 
effected. The deranged condition in which he found the 
affairs of this Department, the depreciation of the enrrency, 
and the consequent difficulty iu obtaining mail-contraetors and 
in retaining those already agreed with, and prevailing on com- 
petent and responsible persons to take upon themselves the 
discharge of the tronblesome but important effice of Post- 
Master, have been among the obstacles to be overcome. He 
feels, however, a consciousness that he has been faithful in the 
discharge of the trust reposed in him, and a confidence that 
his efforts have produced some beneficial results. 

J have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN RICE JONES, | 
: Post- Master- General. 
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COMMISSIONER GEN. LAND OFFICE; 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


October 17, 1840. 
His Excellency MinaBEAU B. Lamar, 

President of the Republie of Teras : 
Sir :—Í have the honor herewith to submit my report, as 
the Head of this Department, for the consideration of your 
Excellency, and that of the Honorable Congress; but I regret 
to inform you, that so far as regards the issuing of patents to 
land for head-right claims, an event which the citizens of 
‘Texas have long been anxiously waiting for, nothing has been 
done in this office, and 1 fear but little of a permanent nature 
has been effected by the Examining Commissioners towards 
the consummation of that object, as contemplated by the Act 
of Congress, entitled an act “to detect fraudulent land-certi- 
ficates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants.” 
Indeed, it appears, from the fact of the Examining Commis- 
sioners, “east of the razos,” not making any report of their 
proceedings to this office, that they were determined that no 
patents should issue upon claims examined by them, and that 
they were satisfied of the inutility of their labor, inasmuch as 
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theìr decision was not final, that it was impossible, from the 
data before them, to judge, with any certainty, of the validity 
of many certificates ; and finally that, to carry into effect the 
full intent of the law, under which they were acting, would 
be to deprive individuals of rights previously acquired under 
the Constitution and Laws of this Repubiic. 

By comparing the reports made by the Examining Commis- 
sioners “ west of the Brazos,” with the returns made by the 
clerks to the respective boards of Land Commissioners, I find 
that a considerable number of claims have been rejected by the 
former, and not more that half of the first class reeommended 
“for patents.” From the county of Brazoria they have thought 
proper to recommend all of the first class (except a few) as 
"just and genuine claims against the Government,” but cae 
for patents. The Examining Commissioners have also made 
qualified or conditional recommendations from Milam, Austin, 
Colorado, Fayette and Goliad counties, believing that the 
claimants had not complied strictly with every formality of 
the laws, and that they, (the Commissioners,) by their official 
oaths, though satisfied of the genuineness of the certificates, 
could not recommend them unqualified for patents. Thus it 
is evident that one of the main objects of the law under which 
they were governed, bas been defeated by the inconsistency 
in the first and second sections, or by the erroneous construc- 
tion placed by said Commissioners upon a particular clause of 
the oath as laid down in the law. Statement A shows more fully 
the result of the examination as madein the western counties, 
as also the probable number of patents which might have been 
issued in conformity thereto, had your Excellency deemed it 
expedient to have commenced the work. Without attempting 
to dictate to the Hon. Congress the plan of a law upon a sub- 
ject of so much importance to the interest of the country as the 
one now under consideration, I would respectfully: suggest 
the propriety of passing a law which should discriminate or - 
point out what certificates from each board or county. should 
be patented, not being subject to be litigated, and also what 
ones should be subject to individual eontest hv re-location of 
the same land by virtue of valid certificates, This law should 
also specify the manner in which every doubtful claim should 
be re-located, as well as the time to be allowed after the first 
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survey, so that if the land held by such claim be not re-located 
within the time prescribed, the patent should issue to the 
party first locating; but should his right be contested by 
another, then the patent should be issued to him, the party 
re-locating, unless a writ of injunction be filed within a given 
time by the first locator, preventing the issuing of the patent 
until the validity of eac ‘h was decided by the competent {ribu- 
nal. The basis of this enactment to be predicated upon the 


_Tesult of the examinations now made, and from other data on 


file in this Department, and the specification to each county so 
estimated as to inciude all genuine claims, even though in so 
doing some spurious ones should be "patented, 

fatement B, shows the whole number of first class land- 
certificates recorded up to the 17th inst, to be ten thousand 
nine hundred and sixty-four, amounting to seven thousand two 
hundred and eighteen leagues, the whole number of second 
class head rights. recorded as above, to be fonr thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven. amouuting to four millious nine 
hundred and twenty-three thousand three hundred and thirty- 
three acres, and also thatthe whole number of third class head- 
rgits, on certificates issued in accordance with the Act extend- 
ing donations of land to late emigrants, now recorded to be 
seyen thousand six hundred and thirty-nine, amounting to 
three millions three hundred and thirty-six thonsand two hun- 
dred and forty acres. But few returns of either class of cer- 
tificates are due from the respective clerks to the boards of 
Land Commissioners, so that the accompanying statement 
miy be considered as comprehending the whole of the head- 
right claims against the Government, a large portion of which 
has been already located. T would here suggest the propriety 
of some enactment establishing a tribunal, "before whom all 
those who have obtained conditional head- rights of the second 
class, under the 29th section of the General Land Law, might 
prove the fact of their having remained in the country and 
complied with the conditions required by said section. This 
law might also authorize the issuing of certificates to those 
who have not yet procured their six hundred and forty or 
three hundred and twenty acres as a donation, to which they 
are entitled by the Act of 4th January, 1839. It wonld also 
seem just, that some way should be provided by which a few 
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who are entitled to first class head-rights, or second class un- 
conditional, could obtain certificates therefor ; and as the prin- 
cipal evidence, upon which most of these claims would issue, 
ison Bile in the War Department, 1 wouid suggest that the au- 
thorily to grant the same be invested in one or more individu- 
ais at the Seat of Government. 

Statement B, further shows the whole number of field notes 
ef surveys for first class head-rights, recorded up to the 17th 
inst., to be two thousand, amounting (by estimate) to one thou- 
sand aud twenty-seven leagues ; the whole number of second 
class surveys to be three hundred and ninety, amounting (by 
estimate) to three hundred and eighty thousand six hundred 
aud eighty-seven acres ; the whole number of third class sur- 
veys to be one hundred and twenty, amounting (by estimate) to 
forty-nine thonsand four hundred and uinety-seven acres ; the 
whole number of surveys upon land-warants and donation- 
land to be eight hundred and thirty-seven, amounting (by esti- 
mate) to five hundred and seventy-nine thousand one hundred 
and twenty-three acres; and the whole number of surveys upon 
land-scrip to be two hundred and forty, amounting (by esti- 
mate) to one hundred and forty-eight thousand three bhun- 
dred and five aeres. For seventy-one of the surveys by virtue 
of land-warrants and donation-jand, patents have been prepared 
and are now in readiness for the signature of your Excellency, 
a much greater number could have been prepared, had the 
necessary county maps been filed, a reference to which seem- 
ed indispensable in order to guard against conflict, and the 
prejudice of rights previously acquired by survey of the same 
land. The different constructions placed by the County Sur- 
veyors upon the ordinances and acts relating to bounty-land 
or land-warrants, have occasioned some irregularity as to the 
front of the surveys made under them. ‘The act amending 
an ordinance granting bounties of land to volunteers, leaving 
it optional with the party holding the certificate, whether to 
have his survey made in a square form, or only to * front one- 
half of the square” upon “navigable water-courses. And 
while on the subject of making surveys under the several 
varieties of claims, I cannot, consistent with a sense of duty, 
refrain from recommending again (though it be a third time) 
the establishing of another Bureau to this office, the chief offi- 
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cer of which should be styled the Surveyor-General, whose 
duty it should be, to examine all field-notes before they were 
iuserted in the patents, he should instruct the several County 
Surveyors from time to time, should have the general super- 
intendance of whatever relates to the surveying of all kinds of 
claims, and moreover,it should be his special duty to make, or 
.eause to be made, connected maps of each county in the Re- 
public. For Lam well assured that the preseat laws upon this 
subject are wholly inadequate to the accomplishment of this 
last, though not least, important object. However, should 
the Hon. Congress deem this arrangement too expensive, and 
not in harmony with their ideas of retrenchment and reform, 
1 would still insist upon the necessity of allowing a Drafts- 
man for this office, who would afford great facility in the con- 
struction of county maps, and which he would be enabled to 
make, as detatched plats of surveys were received from time 
to time- from the County Surveyors; and who, when not 
otherwise engaged, would findsufficient employment in exa- 
mining and comparing the maps already filed in this office.— 
Immediately counected with this subject, is the evident neces- 
sity of compelling the return to this office of field-notes of 
surveys, now lying, by scores, in the offices of the several 
County Surveyors, many of which have been ready for deli- 
very since the first January, 1839. ‘The act of last Congress, 
entitled an act “to provide for the return of surveys, &c.,” 
and which was intended to compel the return of such surveys, 
has not yet had the desired effect, a proof of which will be 
seen by reference to the increase in the number of surveys filed 
and recorded since last year, as herein specified. One cause 
of this is thefew surveys which could be made since the first 
of May, 1840, in consequence of the Act to “ prohibit the loca- 
tion of fraudulent land-certificates,” which has operated greatly 
to the prejudice of many just and legal claims, as it required 
all certificates, even of the third class, to be examined before 
they could be located ; this, however, was only in accordance 
with one of the most inconsiderate and unwise provisions of 
the act to “detect fraudulent land-certificates”’ The act to 
“compel all Government Officers to receive the Promissory 
Notes,” has prevented Deputy Surveyors from going into the 
feld; for, having to pay assistants in Promissory Notes at a 
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discount, they would be losing, instead of making money Aby 
every survey. I would, therefore, recommend, in the most 
ositive and unequivocal terms, that the act, last referred to, 
and the act to * prohibit the location of fraudulent land-eertifr- 
cates,” be repealed.  As'the first section of the act “to pro- 
vide for the return of surveys, &c.,” renders “ null and void” 
all those which shall not have been returned to the General 
Land Office within a specified time, and as said act has, within 
a short time only, been published in pamphlet form, it would 
seem just and right that an extension of time be allowed by 
Congress, more particularly, as some of the parties interested 
have been waiting to know the fate of their claims, as deter- 
mined by the Examining Commissioners before they went to 
any further expense or trouble. In extending the time, how- 
ever, I would recommend that some definite mode of making 
re-locations should be pointed out in the law ; otherwise, many 
claims would be re-located upon the bare presumption that 
the time within which the first survey should be returned had 
expired, the party wishing to re-locate, not being bound to 
produce any proof of such fact to the Deputy Surveyor. 

The preference of location, specified in the 17th section of 
the General Land Law of December, 1837, appears to me, at 
this time, unjust, or, at least, inexpedient, inasmuch as it has 
a tendency to prevent late emigrants from settling upon vacant 
land, by allowing the holder of a first class certificate to locate 
and survey the same land including their improvements, a 
right which is secured to him at present by the law. And by 
reference fo the 6th section of the act providing for the return 
of surveys, it appears that the Deputy Surveyor has no other 
alternative—no discretionary power—he must survey the 
land. pointed out, or, refusing, incur the penalty of damages 
sustained by the party presenting the certificate. A strict 
compliance with this statute, in conneetion with the preference 
above alluded to, must operate, in my opinion, greatly to the 
prejudice of the honest occupant. 

In accordance with the appointment and instruetions from 
your Excellency, Mr. S. C. Wiltse proceeded to run the Wes- 
tern Line of this (Travis) County, and which he completed on 
the 16th May last, as indicated in his report to this office.— 
Having the utmost confidence in his skill as a Surveyor, and 
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his veracity, Í immediately approved his account for doing the 
work, not suspecting that any error had been committed ; 
since which time I have good reason to believe that, by mis- 
take in calculation, or in chaining, he did not run far enough’ 
up the Colorado River to determine the South-West Boundary 
of Milam’s Colony, which would render the balance incorrect; 
thus leaving a large amount of laud, now surveyed by author- 
ity from Bastrop County which is subject to re-survey, under 
locations made by authority from Bexar County. 

Under the act of Congress, passed at the last session, enti- 
tled an act to “sectionize and sell the land formerly reserved 
for, and ocenpied by, the Chorokee Indians,” nothing has been 
done, inasmuch as no money was appropriated to pay for snr- 
veying said land, or for carrying into effect the first requisition 
of said law. What number of locations and surveys have 
been made upon head-rights or other claims, within that terri- 
tory since the passage of the law, I am unable to state; but, 
as uo field-nates have been presented for record, 1 conclude 
that little or no surveying has been done in that section. 

Patents for: two hundred and éighty-four Galveston lots, 
sold by the Government, have been issued, which I fiud to be 
situated principally in sections, Nos. 1l, 2 and 3, being not 
more than one-half of the whole number as laid ont in the sur- 
vey. And, asa part remains yet unsold, or disposed of hy the 
Government, locations under Jand-serip have been made by 
individuals, though, in my opinion, contrary to the intention 
of the Act to “dispose of Galveston and other Islands,” and 
even inconsistent with the provisions of the General Land 
Law. For further information on this subject, relative to the 
forfeiture of these lots aud number remaining unsold, reference 
may be had to the Treasury Department. Patents have also 
been issued for thirty-seven Austin City lots, in accordance 
with the “Joint Resolution for the relief of certain persons 
therein named,” and the “ Joint Resolution for the survey and 
sale of the Austin Town Tract.” 

The amount of translating done by the Translator to this 
office, is not so great as was contemplated ; à reason for which 
may be found in his not being allowed by the Jaw an assist- 
ant or clerk to compare his translations, after which to record 
the same asthe law directs. [See Document C, herewith 
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submitted.] Under the “act making appropriations for the 
* support of the Government for the year 1840,” no salary was 
allowed the Translator, but a particular sum being specified, 
as an appropriation for “Translation of Documents, &c.,” the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office (as well as the Hon. 
Secretary of Treasury} conceived that the 33d and 34th Sec- 
tions of the General Land Law, creating the office of Transla- 
tor, were virtually repealed ; and that the law of last Congress 
evidently intended that all translations.executed for this office, 
should be made under special contract with the Commissioner 
General. The sum appropriated for this purpose being ex- 
hausted, or nearly so, by the 4th July last ; no translating has 
been done since that date. The importance however of hav- 
ing a competent 'T'ranslator connected with this office must be 
so apparent to all, that, f trust, Congress will elosely examine 
the Jaws now in force on that subject, and make such amend- 
ments thereto as will enable the incumbent to proceed with 
all due facility to discharge the duties for the best interest of 
the Government, as well as for the convenience of individuals. 
All which is respectfully submitted by 
- Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
JOHN P. BORDEN. 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 
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DOCUMENT A. r 
Statement, showing the number of First Class Certificates, recommended for Patents by 


the Examining Commissioners “ West of the Brazos,” dates of their reports, §c. 


Estimated number 


| Number of Certi- 
of surveys now fil- 


Number of Certifi- | Number recommend- 
ed as genuine and le- 


Date of Recev- 
ing Commission- 


* 


Counties. | ficates returned to | cates recommended 
this office up to | for patents by Ex- | gal claims, but not for | ers’ Reports in | ed subject to pa- 
Nov. 20,1839.  |amimng Comm’s. | patents. —  — __ {this office. ' ]ients 
Austin, 270 150 104. Mar. 25, 1840. 40 
Brazoria, 569 506 June 1; «€ 
Bexar, 651 485 July, 29, t 50 
Bastrop, 277 250 June 1, « 150 
Colorado, 141 31 97 June 1, « 10 
6 Fayette, 93 16 90 June 1, “ 15 
“ Fort Bend, 262 7 286 June 1, « E: 
Goliad, 58 31 July 29, «€ 
Gonzales, 134 44 60 July 29, « 20 
Jackson, 132 116 7 July 6, « 80 
Matagorda; 442 261 101 June 1, & 60 
Milam, | 159 25 104 March 7, «€ 10 
Refugio,” g July 29, t j 
Wash’gton, 540 444 65 March25, « 160 
Vietoria, 88 TA 2 July 6 « 15 
'l'otalam't| 3,825 1,912 1,453 615 
+ The reason for theyblank in the first column is, that no returns of certificates had been made from this county on 
the 90th of November last year. JOHN P. BORDEN, Comm, (3. L. Office. 
mani. ner, A0 e 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Statement showing the number and amount of Certificate: 
‘of each Class of Head-Rights returned and recorded . 
also, the number and amount of Surveys of each Class-of ./ 
Claims now recorded, &§c., &c. 


Kirst eee M c 


Number, - - 10,964 
Amount in leagues r now recorded, - 7,218 
Number recoided this date last year,  - 10,163 


Amount in leagues recorded this date last year, 6,646 2-5 
' Second Class Certificates. 


Number, - - - - - 4,837 
Amount in acres now recor ded, -. 4,923,333 
Number recorded this date last year, - 3,073 


Am?nt in acres reerd this date last year, 3,106,783 
Third Class Certificates, CAE Vas 4, 1839.) 


Number, - - 7,039 . 
Amount in acres now recor ded, - 3,336,240 
Number recorded t 1is date rear, - L ,064 
Amount in acres record dà ate last year, 465,680 


Norr.—Returns of 485 Cer .cates from Shelby County, 
amounting to 488} leagues, have been received but not yet 
. recorded. 


‘First Class Surveys. 


Number, - - - ~ - - ` 2,000 ` 
Amount-in leagues now recorded, - 1,007 
.Number recorded this date last year, - 1,713* 


Amount in leagues recorded this date last year, 1,027 


* The inconsistency in the amount of land now recorded, and the amount last 
year, is occasioned from the fact that in making the estimate then, no deduc- 
lion was made on account of surveys once recorded, which, afierwards being 
found incorrect, were rejected and sent pack to the respective officers for 

& correction or further consideration 


& 
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Second, Class Surveys. 


Number, - ~ 1 45 03 - 390 
Amount in acres now recorded, - ' 880,687 
Number recorded this date last year, | - 212 * 


Am'nt in acres recorded this date last year, 562,356* 


pes 


Third Class Surveys. E 


Number, - - - - - - 120 
Amount in acres now recorded, - - 49497 
Number recorded this date last year, - 
Aclpun: in acres recorded this date last year, 

E. 


x 


Military Surveys. 
Number, - - - - - - 837 
Amount in acres now recorded, - 579,123 
Number recorded this date la~. yaar, - 507 


Amnt in acres recorded this date last year, 1,346,119f 


Scrip Surveys; 


Number, - Š - - 240 
Amount in acres no vod - 148,365 
Number recorded thit st year, - 


Amount in acres recote “* sss date last year, 56,460 


JOHN P. BORDEN, 
, č Commissioner G.,L. Office, 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
October 17, 1840. ? 


* This amount as estimated last year is found to be incorrect; it should lave 
been 206,700 acres, though the number, (212,) ds there given was correct. 
t The amount of leagues, as estimated last year for this class of surveys, is 
D n be incorrect ; the number of acres in 507 surveys should have been 
44,700. i 
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DOCUMENT C. , 


Synopsis of Translations made in this office since Jan., 1838, 


and which have been recorded in the following described 
books, viz : 


Books of contracts, containing catalogue of Empressario Con- 
tacts with the Government of Coahuila and Texas. 

List of grants by the Government to individuals as settlers 
iud purchasers from 1825 to 1833. 

Contracts of the Empressarios Austin, (including the coast 
nd little colonies,) Burnet, Beales and Roquela, Beals and 
dhers by Agent Campos, Camerons first and second, De Witt, 
DeLeon (amounting, with accompanying documents to twenty 
pges,) Dominguez, Edwards with sundry correspondence 
lating thereto, Filisola, Leftwich, McMullen and McGloin, 
Milam, Nashville Company, Power and Hewetson, Purnell 
md Lovell, Padilla and Chambers, Thorn, Vehlein & Co., first 
md second, Wavell, Wilson, Woodbury, Wilson and Exeter 
Wiliams, Johnson and Peebles, and Zavala. Said book 
wntais also correspondence relative to the Shawnee and 
(hrokee Indians, and the instructions to Commissioners, 
aMioether with an appendix including S. P. Austin’s repre- 

HR to the Senate, relative to the Nashville Colony, &o., 

e 


kspondence between the authorities of, the General Govern- 
ment of Mexico and the Empressario Stephen F. Austin from 
1821 to 1827, General Colonization Law of 4th January, 1823, 
Mi several titles, including that of the San Felipe Town 

‘Biract. 

Book of Titles,—Austin’s second contract made in 1825, 
ontaining one hundred and ten titles, amounting to, as record- 
(two hundred and thirty-six pages. 

E JOHN P. BORDEN, - 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
October 17, 1840. ? 


Book of Titles, —Austin's first contract, containing the cor-, 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, ke 


Report of Select Committee on Petition of free men of color. 
l [Page 33 of Journal.] 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the several 
petitions from a number of the citizens of the County of Jef 
ferson, praying the action of the Congress in behalf of certain 
free persons of color, residing in said county, have had the same 
under consideration, and, upon a close examination of the 
subject referred to them, they find the following to be the facts, 
as set forth in said petitions : —'l'hat the free persons of color, 
petitioned for, have resided in that county for several years; 
some of them were there even before the Declaration of Inde. 
pendence and have contributed towards its achievement, both 
by personal services, and by their.substance, generously be 
stowed without fee or reward ; that they have at’ all times 
conducted themselves well, and are men of good credit where 
ever they are known, having been at all times’ punctual to 
their engagements, upright in their dealings, and peaceable 
in their dispositions. And,.although your Committee ate 
well satisfied that, as a general rule, it is not the true policy 
of this country to éncourage the introduction of this descrip 
tion of persons among us, nor even to allow them to remah, 
yet your Committee believe that the persons, set forth in the 
petitions which they have had under their consideration, ai6 
and should be, an exception to that rule; and we, therefore, 
recommend to the House the passage of a bill for their relief 
which they beg leave to introduce. All of which is respect 
fully submitted for your consideration. 

JOSEPH GRIGSBY, Chairman. 
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Communication of Thomas W. Ward, and Documents. 


[Page 37 of Journal.] 


To the Hon. the SPEAKER dnd MEMBERS 
Of the House of Representatives : 
-GENTLEMEN :—In accordance with a resolution passed by’ 
your honorable body, requiring the Chief Clerk of the Fourth 
Congress to furnish the House with information of the dispo- 


sition made of the chairs and tables, furnished for the House’ 


at the former meeting, and the expense of taking care of the 
Representative Hall and furniture of the same, as also the cost 
of the necessary repairs made to the Capitol, during the recess 
of Congress, I herewith give you as full a statement as lies 
inmy power. In answer to your first demand, it appears by 
_the books in the State Department, that sixty tables were made 
for both Houses of Congress. The number given to one or 
the other 1 am totally ignorant of, but at -different times dur- 
ing the last Session the Members of the House supplied their 
private rooms with the necessary tables and chairs from the 
House to do the various committee business, as the town at 
that time was new and not supplied with such accommodations 
there was also taken candles, candle-sticks, ink-stands and sta- 
tonery for the same purpose, an account of which was never 
returned to the Chief Clerk and which often embarrassed him 
exceedingly. 1 am also informed by the Chief Clerk of the 
State Department, that he does not know the number of chairs 
furnished either House, but at the opening of the present Ses- 
sion there were forty-eight chairs placed in the House, out of 
which six were loaned to the Senate, and many, during the 
last Session of Congress, were broken in such a manner, that 
I have been compelled'to make one chait out of three or four. 

In answer to your second demand—there has not been any 
money laid out or expended for taking care of the Hall or fur- 
niture. Tt became necessary during the summer to.occupy the 
Capitol as an hospital and store-room for a number ofthe army 


that were sick, there being no other place that could be obtained. - 
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without incürring a very heavy expense on the Government, 
The only, damage the house could sustain was the necessary 
use of a part of the furniture, and probably a slight damage 
done the windows, &c., together with the loss of some few 
candle-sticks, ink-stands, &c. 

From the indifference and malconstruction of the buildings, 
it became necessary to put a new roof on the back buildings, 
and make many other repairs that could not be dispensed with, 
for which there is a balance due the eontractor (Mr. Prentiss) 
of $490. During the occupation of the Capitol by the soldiery, 
the Chief Clerk rented an office for two months. 

The Congress of last year neglected to make an appropriation 
for stationery, which compelled the Clerk to draw from the 
contingent fund $1,500, Government Bonds, which he placed 
in the hands of of Wm. Bryan, of New-Orleans, with a requisi- 
tion, for which he took the receipt of Mr. Bryan, herein 
enclosed, as also a copy of the requisition. I am informed by 
letter there was some delay in procuring the stationery, but 
that I might expect it daily. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
“> THOMAS W. WARD, 
Late Chief Clerk H. R. 


— 


Requisition for Stationery. 


2 reams Folio Post Paper, $30 00, $60 00 
2 do. best Cartridge, 4 12 50, 25 00 
3 lbs. Sealing-Wax - > 6 25, 18 75 
2 lbs, Wafers, - . - 

30 cards Metalic Pens, - - 22b, 67 50 
1 doz. Wafer-Stamps, - - 75, 9 00 
4 " best Pen-Knives, - 9 00, 54 00 
4“ large Ink-Stands, - 6 00, 36 00 
4 ** pint bottles Fluid Ink, 15 00, 72 00 
i Patent Rules,  -  - 

2 * Lead Pencils. - - 4 50, 9 00 


Menu itt 


Amount earned ever, 351 25 
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j Amount brought forward, $351 25 
i gross Red Tape, OMM" de 21, : 2 52 
3 lbs. Twine, - - -. 3 00, 9, 00 
i doz,Paper-Folders, ° - -- 50, 3 00 
1 Ib. India-Rubber, - - - 
24 pieces Ribbon, - E 55, - 13 20 
1 doz. Lead Paper-Weights, - [ 
2 *"* boxes Matches, - 0,7 37, 9 00 
8 boxes Sperm Candles, eg 1 20, 384 00 
4.1b. Pounce, - - =e > oe 
3 Pounce Boxes, - - - . + 
, 2 quires Blotting-Paper, - =- - 62i 1 25 
Jj 1000 Quills, - - - 9 : 90 00 
BEER ' 3)863 20 
i‘? i 287 73 
HE i t 5 
ubt. 


1,438 65 


*  , Austin, August 22, 1840. 


ie: for Stationery to be furnished by me. 
. WILLIAM BRYAN. l 


© Report of Select Commitiee. + 
| [Page 47 of Journal} 


The Select Committee of three to whom was referred a re- 
solution of this House with instructions to take into consider- 
. ation the propriety and expediency of exempting certain free 
persons of color nn the provisions of an “Act couCSHUNE free 
HH : 
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Receivei from Thomas Wm. Ward,'Chief Clerk of the’ ' 


f ment Bonds of the Republic of Texas, on aecount of re j 


Tota. ~ 
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persons of color," beg leave to report, that having had the same 
under consideration, they feel no hesitancy in recommending 
the passage ofsuch alaw; in coming to this conclusion, your 

- “Committee are constrained to say, in relation.to the individuals 
.in question, that their case is orie of a peculiar and. meritorious 
. kind, and fully entitled to the sympathies of the nation. This 
taken in connection with their having emigrated to Texas 
previous to the Declaration of Independenee, fully warrants 
your Committee in exhorting Congress to-pass a law, exempting ` 
them from the provisions of: the law above referred to. For! 
the further information of Congress, your Committee will state 
that one of the individuals, proposed to'be exempted as afore- | 
said, was among the first to shed his blood in the war of Inde- 
pendence ; such being the cuse, your Committee are altogether: 
averse to his removal from the bosom of the nation. Sucha 
course of procedure would, in the opinion.of your Committee, | 
: be worthy of the condemnation of all enlightened nations;, 
‘therefore, as the aid individual has been disabled in the ser, 
vice of his adc 1 country, and as ke is desirous of spending 
the remainder q is days, ia company with his sisters, in the | 
land which he ssistec ^ defending, we beg leave to recom. , 
mend that your honorable body pass the following bill. ' , * 

$ 


* 


PATRICK USHER, Chairman. 
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po Report of Committee on Judiciary. 
[Page 49 of Journal] ^ ' s' ET 
' The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition ofsundry citizens of Shelby County, praying that the 

election of Chief Justice may be committed to the qualified 
voters of the several counties, and to give to the County Court 
the right of empanneling a ^ury for the trial of civil suits, have : 
had the same under consid zation and haye instructed me to 
make the following Report: . 
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First. —They deem it expedient that the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, in relation to the election of Chief Justices, should be 
granted, and have directed me to submit a bill to that effect, . 
Second. —The Committee are of opinion that little good , 
would result from, giving the County Court a jury, but on the 


the ninth axticle of the bill of rights, which declares the trialby 


| jury shall remain inviolate, may be carried out, the Committee 


have instructed me to report a bill, securing the right of appeal 


herewith submitted. ; 
~ l ` 1. VAN ZANDT, 


r 
ES 


" | Report of Joint Committee on Public Lands. 


[Page 49 of Journal.] 


‘Senate, have taken into consideration the Bill referred to them, 
` to wit: * An act for the benefit of settlers residing- near the 
boundary line of the United States i in the counties of Red River 
and Harrison.” 


i Your Committee are. of opinion that it is not proper or expe- 


ent at this time, that there sho: id be opened a new or either 
-- of the old boards of Land Commissioners, but would beg leave 
to amend said bill by altering the mode by which applicants 
for certificates, or orders of survey, may obtain the same, and 
‘also so to amend the bill, that the rights of those who obtained’ 
_ certificates previous to this time and reside in the’ territory 
` surveyed by the: United States, and were unable to have the 


same surveyed tinder the laws of Texds, owing to their loca- ' 
tion shall not be prejudiced, for which purpose ud beg leave | 


to amend the bill and RPM the following: 
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contrary much additional trouble and expense would be incur- - 
red by the litigant parties, but that the spirit and meaning of 


from the Justices to the, District ' Cour tss both of whieh are © 


Chairman of. Committee. 


. Your Committee, in conjunction with the Committee of the' 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of settlers residing 
. hear the boundary line of the United States in the Counties 

of Red River and Harrison. > : i 

Whereas, citizens residing near the line ofthe United States 
arid north of the Sabine River, by the laws and treaties hereto- 
fore existing, have been prevented from: proving their emi. 
gration to this Republie, and have consequently been unable 
to procure from the proper authorities an order of survey for 
the amount of said land which they are entitled to under the 
laws granting lands to emigrants; and, whereas,it is now under- 
stood that the line between this Government and. the United . 
States 1s about to be run, therefore— 

Sec. 1.— Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, 
That so soon as said,line shall be run and marked by the 
Commissioners! on the part of the two Governments, it 
shall and may be lawful for any one wishing a certificate of 


. head-right or an order ofsurvey to make application by petition 


- 


to the District Court, setting forth the time of his or her emi- 
gration, and place of his or her residence, which, together with i 
the proof necessary to procure such certificate, shall be sub-, 
mitted to a jury of good and lawful men who shall determine 
the fact whether such applicant is entitled to a certificate ; 
and it shal! be the duty of the District Judge, when the jury 
shall find in favor of the applicant, to issue to him an order 
of survey such as was issued under former boards of Land 
Commissioners ; provided the applicant shall take the .same. 
oath and make the same proof as has heretofore been required 
in like cases. 07 
Sec. 2.— Bé it further enacted, That every person entitled 
to lands under the provisions of this act, who shall be an actual 
settler and occupant of the soil, shall be entitled in the location 
of his land, to include his improvement, provided that the seid ' 
location shall not interfere with any grant or survey’ legally 
made or obtained previous to such séttlement, and provided 
that nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of any 
person holding in his possession a good and genuine certifi- 
cate or order of survey, who has been unable to have the same 


, Surveyed, and who is actually a settler'of said land, surveyed 
4 1 


by the United States. 
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| Government of the United States. 
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Sec 3. — Be it further enacted, That this aet shall take 
effect from and after its passage.. 
1. VAN ZANDT. ' 


Your Committee, in conjunction with. the Committee on 
j public lands of the Senate, have agreed to report in favor of ' 
| he resolution, requiring the Commissioner of the General ' 
Land Office to issue instructions to. the Deputy Surveyors not 


ito locate any land or to receive any location for surveys on 


that portion of the, North-Eastern Territory sectionized by the 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 
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. Report of Committee on State of the Republic. ' 
[Page 50 of Journal.] 
'The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 


[referred the petition of a number of citizens of the County, of 
; Harris, praying the passage of a law granting the plivilege of 
remaining in the Republic to a certain free man of color, 
f named Henry Tucker, a resident of said county, have had the 
| same under ‘consideration, and are of opinion that all such ` 
f petitions, signed by such a ‘number of respectable citizens, all 
(testifying to his character, should be complied with ; therefore 
* your Committee have instructed me to introduce the following 
r uh All of which is respectfully submitted. 


"WILLIAM MENEFER, Chairman. | 
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Communication from the Secretary of State. 
| [Page 53 of Journal.] 


. DEPARTMENT oF’ STATE, )' 
Austin, Nov. 9, 1540.. 


To the Hon. SPEAKER of the House of Representatives: 
SIR :—I have the honor to inform you, and, through you, 


| the honorable House of Representatives of the vacancies in the 
following offices, which are required to he filled by joint vote 
, of both Houses of Congress, viz: . 
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The offices of Commissioners to inspect Land Offices, east 
of the Brazos River, all vacant by the resignation of P, O, 
Lumpkin, E. B. Noble and H. W. Augustin. , 

The office of Chief Justice for the Counties of: Goliad and 
Victoria, vacant by the resignation of the Hon. A. S. Ens- 
Worth of the former and David Murphree of the latter. 

The following appointments have been made, during the 
recess of Congress, which .require the concurrence of both 
Houses of Congress : 

Greenlief Fisk, Chief Justiee Bastrop County. 

Benjamin F. Neal, Chief Justice Refugio County. 

Leonidas Saunders, Chief Justice Montgomery County. 

John T. Pinekney, Chief Justice Northern Division of Li- 


berty County. a ' 
` All of which are most respectfully submitted, " 
By your obedient servant, 7 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 


; Acting Secretary of State. 


~ 2 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 


[Page 56 of Journal.] 


é 


"The Committeen the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of J. A. Parker, by R. M. Forbes, Merchants of Colum- 


bia, praying that an act of Congress may be passed, authorizing | 


the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to pay certain drafts in bis pos- 


- session for the sum of thirteen hundred and fifty dollars, drawn 


by the Auditor upon the Treasury of the Republic, in par 
funds, have considered the same, and are of ‘opinion that the 
said drafts, when made, were drawn in view,of the deprecia- 
tion of the currency at the time, and: were considered by the 
Auditorial Board full compensation for the property used by 
the Government, 5n Promissory,Notes; your Committee, 


' therefore, beg leave to return the petition to the House, and ask 


to he discharged from the further consideration of the same. 
L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 
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Report of Committee. on Judiciary. 
-- } — [Page 56 of Journal. 


The Committee on the J mere to whom was Téferred tlie 
resolution, instructing said Committee to inquire, what laws 
are in. force relative to the granting of remedial process by the 
Chief Justices of the several County Courts, and to recommend | 
such alterations as may be deemed expedient, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
that they find, by the existing laws, that Chief’ Justices have 
no power whatever ‘to grant any remedial process, the law 
granting such power having been repealed; but the Commit- 
lee aré of. opinion that the said power should be restored, with 
certain amendments, and have directed me to report a bill fo 


that effect. ; 
CwWSL-VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 57 of Journal.] | 


4 


"The Committee on: Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of John-H. Hyde, praying for a donation of-land, 


have had the same under consideration and deem it inexpe-, 


dient to grant the, prayer of the petitioner, as he does not reéol- 
lect the precise timé of his emigration to this country, it 1s 
impossible for your Committee to do so; they therefore beg 
leave to be discharged from any further considération on the 


subject. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 
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^, Report of Committee on Pablic Lands, 


[Page 57 of Journal.]- >`. 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
* petition of James Riley, praying for a:donation of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and are well satisfied that 
the petitioner has been permanently disabled in an Indian 
engagement on the San Gabriel in January, 1836, in which 
his brother was killed, and he himself received four wounds: 
but notwithstanding there were.forty Indians against him, he 
kept up firing until he killed three of them; the balance 
retreated, and. fortunately, he got his family into the settle- 
ments. . 

Some of your Committee are well acquainted with the cir-, 
cumstances of Riley’s unparalleled bravery, in this Indian 
engagement of January, 1836, aud all ike Committee are satis- 
fied, from the testimony adduced, that the'petitioner has a‘ 

i . large family of his own dependent on him for support, as well - 

j| as that of his brother who was killed in the engagement. _ 

.' Your Committee are of opinion that such cases of extraor- 
dinary bravery should be rewarded by this Government, and 

. request the passage of the following joint resolution. 


| WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 
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Report of Committee on Elizabeth Powells Petition 
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} 
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To the Hon. SegAkEn of the House of Representatives : 
Sır :—The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom 

] was referred the petition of Elizabeth Powell for‘relief, having 

ae had the same under consideration, beg leave to report, that the 

| said petitioner prays relief for Mexican spoilation; to the 

i 

| 


| [Page 59 of Journal.] 


amount of two thousand seven hundred and thirty dollars, in 


op ote 


pol Bigs D 
relation to which vous Cointe can only say, that-they are 
wholly against allowing the same ; and in relation to the other . 
items in "her account, amounting to seventeen hundred and 
| _ twenty-four dollars twelve cents, your Committee are of opi- 

' nion that there is not sufficient evidence to authorize them in’ > 
| passing upon the same, therefore beg leave to report unfavora- 

: ble on the entire account and petition. 
ps USHER, Chairman. 
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Report of Committee on Judiciary. 
[Page 59 of SUEDE r 


| The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
f to be entitled an act regulating District Courts, have had the 
l same under consideration, and have instructed mé to report 
Í the same back to the House by amending the second, third 
| and fourth sectiones a copy of which, as amended, is herewith 
| submitted. - 

: Sos " I. VAN ZANDT, Chairman, 


M i 


Communication from the Secretar y of State. 
< . [Page 64 of Journal. ERE 


; . DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TT . Austin, Nov. 11, 1840, 


To the M SPEAKER ofthe House of Representatives : 
Sir :—1 Have the hónor to inform the honorable Congress, 
that the office of Chief Justice of the Republic is vacant by the 
resignation of the Hon. T. J. Rusk, which office has not been 
filled by appointment. . "4 
IE 1 respect, Sir, i 

' , * Your obedient servant, 
i . i JOSEPH WAPLES, 
' l - ‘Acting Secretary of State. 
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Report-of Committee on Judiciary. 


$ [Page 66 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred & 
resolution with iustruetions to inquire into the expedieney of 
abolishing the law authorizing the Supreme'Court to appoint 
a Reporter, have had the same under consideration, and in- 
structed me to report a bill to the House repealing certain 
parts of said act, and amending the same, and recommend its 
passage. l 


8 


L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 
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* 
. © HReporí of Committee on Military Affairs. 
[Page 832 of Journal] ` 


To the Hon. SPEAKER of the House of Representatives: 
The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution requiring the President to receive into the- 
service of the Republic one company of volunteers, citizens 
' of the County of San Patricio, have had the same under con- 
sideiation. Your Committee are aware that the citizens of 
the County of Sau Patricio, without exception, suffered as 
much or more by the Revolution than other inhabitants of 
the country. Your Committee are also aware that they have 
never had the protecting hand. of this Government extended 
towards them, and owing to tbe 1solated position of their set- 
tlement, and being dispersed over the Republic, remote from 
each other, and, from their losses, being almost entirely depend- 
ant upon their labors of one day for the subsistence of the next, 
they have not had it in their powerto act in sufficient concert: 
to embody themselves in such numbers as would enable them 
‘to return in safety to. their homes, although they have been 
extremely anxious to do so. Your Committee are of opinion 
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that the interest of the Republic, and justice to these people 
imperiously demand that'this Government should extend sucl 
protection. to this section of country as will enable them t 
return to thelr homes. , . NAP ; 
In order to secure anything liKe protection by regular troops 
it would be necessary that a company should be statióned per- 
manently among these citizens, where they would necessarily 
remain idle and inactive, at a greater expense to Government 
' than would be the expense-of a company of voluhteers, who 
; shall themselves be the citizens designed to. be protected.— 


as a company of volunteers, they will be enabled to return to 
their homes and protéet themselves; and while they eat the 
‘bread which otherwise would be lavished upon an idle sol- 
diery, they will have a subsistence while they rebuild their 
fences, and repair their dilapidated and dismantled houses ; 


| for their wives and children. A majority of your Committee, 
| therefore, respectfully and strongly recommend the passage of 
ihe joint resolution. ` 
epe L.S. HAGLER, 
One of Committee, 
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Report of Committee on Judiciary. 


[Page 88 of Journal.] 


. The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
“a bill” providing for the repeal of so much of an act passed 
onthe 3d of January, 1840, as gives to the District Attornies 


a salary, report, that before the passage of the act of the 3d.of 
January, 1840, the several District Attornies were_ entitled to 


many thousand dollars, which expense was increasing in pro- 
portion-to the accumulation of business in our courts. By 
that act all laws which allowed the District Attorney, in any 


Should the citizens be received into the service of the country-- 


| otherwise, it will be almost beyond their power to obtain bread ' 


fees, which subjected the Republic to an annual expense of. 
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_ case, to recover his fees from the Republic, were repealed, and, 
in lien of the compensation received from that source, the 
- salary of $1,200 was established. By the bill now before the 
Committee, it is proposed to take away .íhe salary, while no 
provision is made to return, either in whole, or part, the fees 
formerly attached to the office, “Your Committee are confident 
that if this bill passes, the compensation of those officers will. 
. be so utterly inadequate that it will be impossible to seeure 
the services of any who are competent to perform the duties 
of the office; and if.the former fees are returned, the expense 
to the Republic will be far greater than itis under the present 
~ provisions of salaries. Believing, therefore, that the compen- 
sation is now sufficiently small, and ought not to be reduced, `, 
and that any change would either drive competent men fronr 
the office, or subject the Republic to a much greater expense 
and outlay than it now suffers, your Committee would advise 
the rejection of the present bill. 
L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 
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Report of Committee on Public Printing. Lo 
[Page 92 of Journal.] 


| 

| 

j 

| 

| 

i 1 ‘The’ Committee on Public Printing, to whom was referred | 

x : the bill to be entitled an “Act to regulate the Public. Printing, 
X to provide for the publication of the laws and journals, and for , 
a other purposes,” have had the same under consideration, and 

have instructed me to report the same back to the House, with 
. amendments, as shown in the draft herewith submitted. 

The Committee were deeply impressed with the urgent 
necessity of adopting and defining some regular and effective 
system for the government of this branch of the public service. 
They dare hope that the pldn now proposed will go far to 
achieve this highly desirable object; and at the same time 

x place it beyond the reach of those in power to lend the patron- 
.  &ge of the Government to foster and sustain a Press devoted 
, to their own peculiar partisan interests. The Committee 
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believe that the. public printing should be'given to those only "Ur 
who will execute it upon reasonable terms and with proper  . : 
despatch, without regard to the partisan tenets of any man, or ^. - . 3 


set of men ; and they know of no better means of securing this 
end; than the provisions of the bill which they have the honor 
now to report. It contemplates no monopoly and leaves every l 
printer, who shall give the Government’ proper security for, - i 
, the due performance. of his undertaking, free and unrestricted , | "E 
' jn his competition. , | 
The Committee would most respectfully recommend its pas: 


H. W. AUGUSTIN, Chairman, 
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[Page 95 of Journal.] 


- DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
Austin, Nov. 16, 1840. : 


| SIR:—l jue the honor to transmit tò the honorable House 
j of Representatives the correspondence of this Department with — ' , 
| General James Hamilton, referred to in the Annual Message" 
..of His Exeelleney the President. 

'* With respect, Sir, your obedient servant, 
: : JOSEPH WAPLES, 
| i Chief Clerk Department.of State. , 
: To the Hon. D. S. ' KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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| | Letters fromthe Secretary of State to Gen. James Hamilton, 
and Hamilton & Burnley. . 
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"n REPUBLIC. OF (TEXAS, x 
Department of State, Api, 18, 1840. 1 

W Gen. James HAMILTON : B Ji i 

Sir :-—You will receive herewith. authority to negotiate a F 

Treaty of Amity and Cómmérce with the Belgian Government. / a 
The President nas no particular instructions to give you asto f , 
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d the basis or principle. on which the proposed Treaty will be 
ET . formed, but ieaves it to the suggestions of your own sound 
d ' "E ` judgment and: prudence. Your knowledge of the products 


and wants of our country, and the manufacture and.commerce 
of Belgium, will enable you to determine what commercial 
arrangement will best suit us. From the: suggestion of our 
late” Minister to France, Gen. Henderson, it is hoped that yon. 
will be able to negotiate this Treaty at Paris, under the 
frieridly auspices of his Majesty, the King of the French.— 
= That Government is the only one, on the other side of the 
Atlantic, that has as yet acknowledged our existence as a na- 
^ tion. Grateful for so much magnanimity, it is the wish of this ' 
Government that our negotiations with other European powers | 
should be conducted in a way the most acceptable to the King, | 
„consistently with our own interest, dignity and self-respect, : 
dt is probable that, whilst at Paris, you' may be, able to dis. 
cover what are the feelings of other Governments, represented 
at that Count, in relation tous. Tt is confiden tly believed you | 
will embrace and cherish every indication of a wish to esta 
blish friendly relations with us, and that you will particularly > 
address yourself to the best channels of inférmation as to the": 
. prospect of forming a Treaty of Amity and Commerce with ' 
Spain. [tis an object, very much desired by the President 
* to open an intercourse of trade with Cuba and other Alane, 
belonging to her Majesty, the Queen of Spain. 

In yopr negotiation with the King of Belgium, should it be, 
found necessary, you can repair to Brussels, 1f not inconsistent 
or prejudicial to other important trusts confided to you. 

The relations between England and the United States are 

unsettled, and there is some prospect of the two Governments 
being involved in „a war; this, perhaps, would be a favorable 
moment to renew ouf efforts to make a treaty with Great Bri- 
| ` tain.- In the event of war, the neutrality of this Government , 
would be of vast importance to the English commercial and +, : 
manufacturing interest. I merely call your attention to this ` 
subject, knowing that your zeal and good judgment will be 
exerted in making the best possible uses of any , favorable con- 
juncture that may be presented. 
We have had no news from Mexico since the 29th of Feb- 
ruary. At that time there had been no act by which the Mex- 
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ian Government had directly committed itself on the question 
of- recognition. Our Agent had made himself known to the 
Government secretly, through the British Minister, and had 
been presented to the Secretary of State, and politely and appa- 
reritly friendly received. ‘He was asked for his authority to bind 
the Governmentof 'l'exasinany stipufations he mightenter ° - 
into with Mexico; and as he was not clothed with such'aütho- . 
rity, under the sanction of usual forms, all diseussion was sus- 
'pended until such powers, duly authenticated, should be receiv- 
red by bim, © The credentials required were forwarded to him 
‘promptly ; in the meantime our country has been kept ina 
‘continued state of excitement, by the rumor of great prepara- 
tions being made by Mexico to invade us. The Administration 
f has been corhpelled to subinit patiently to continued aud vio- ` 
lent abuses for its inactivity and apathy, in not resorting to 
active offensive measures to extort a peace, and we have found 
' ï difficult to keep our navy in port, without losing all of our 
' officers; they are impatient of what appears to them strange and’ `. 
unaecountable inactivity on the part of the'Government. ‘The 
people at large, cannot understand the President's position, and: 
policy forbids all such explanations-as would be comprehensi- 
ble to them ; we are, therefore, compelled patiently to submit 
to a temporary depreciation of popularity. This state of 
things, however, cannot be long sustained ; if something defi- 
nite 1s not done soon, we'shall be forced to change our posi-. 
tion, and to commence active ‘offensive’ operations. Should 
! we be compelled to do so, and to occupy Matamoros, and all 

the west bank of the Rio Grande, you can give assurance that 
' it will not be with a view of holding permanently one inch of ' 
territory beyond.that river, but it will be for the purpose of | 
extoJting a. peace, and secüring our western eitizens from,the 
inroads of marauders of whatever denomination——Centralist or 
Federalist—to which’ they have been so long exposed, that 
' all emigration to that section of the Republic has been sus- 
pended. I have the hope still, that our next news from our 
Agent will be of decidedly favorable complexion. 

The prospects of our citizens, as to the growing crop, is 
truly cheering ; they have planted far more extensively than 
formerly, and the corn crops are almost made, as the spring 
| was so exceedingly favorable, that they planted onu y one 
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, mouth sooner than usual; our frontier, however, is still 
annoyed, the predatory bands of Comanches occasionally 

murdering a man, and stealing a great many horses. 
' { hope soon to hear of your success. I avail myself of this 
. ' opportunity of expressing the great respect with which 
` I have the honor to be, 
wíe SRM Qe Sem ' “Your obedient servant, ^ 

E. . ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 

Secretary of State, 


Depranrvenr or Sfar 72°“ 
City of Galveston, Jan. 6, 1550. 
“To Ges. Jamcs HAMILTON : 
Siz :—'The President is spending some time at this place, 
for the benefit of his health, which had suffered mueli recently n 
from kis confinement to business at the Seat of Government t$ 
': Capt. Tod has communicated your wishes in relation to the" 4 
employ:nent of his services, in procuring arms, munitions, &c.; ` 
for the use of this Government in France or England, and your 
suggestions would have met the entire approbation of his Ex- 
celleney ths President, had he not been detera.ined to relin- 
quish ‘or the present the purchase of those supplies, In fact, 
the President never intended that those purchases should, at 
any one time, nave exceeded for the army fifty or sixty thou- -E 
sand Jollars. “The last Congress made no sppropriation. 4 
/* a for the purchase ef munitions of war, nor passed any actin 1 
relation fhereto ; but, under the apprehension of invasion, 
when the Mexiein «rni, under Aristg, was on the Rio Grande, .. 
after the dispézsior cl the Federalists, the President had re- 4 
solved to act en tits own responsibility ; all danger or prospect 4 
of invasion hav. been remcved, he considers it obligatory 4 
on him to revoke ive lustractions forwarded to you from the 
War Departvont and Bas instiinetet me to iniorra you that it 
is his wish, thet £ ere shotid be no purehases male, potil you 
Shall s-ceiye farthes crcors from this Departmen. ; 
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I sincerely hope that you and Mr. Burnley will bé success- ». 


ful in negotiating the loan. Our currency is in a most de- | 
pressed condition, rating from six to seven for éne ; we have; 
however, the most cheering prospects: of the most abundant 
grain crops. f have taken some pains to obtain the best infor- 
mation as to the amount'of subsistence, that may be depended. 


on, in the different séctions of the Republic, over and aboveg 


what will be required for the use of the present population ; 
and the result has been~-that of grain, there will be from four 


to five times as much, and pork, three. f have every confi-k. 
dence in this estimate approaching very nearly to accuracy.— * 
The embarrassments of the planting interests in Mississippi ' 
and Alabama has thrown among us, sihice you left us, a large - 


amonnt'of slave population, and it will still continue to flow. 
in, and must resült most beneficially for us. ï wrote te you 

from the Seat of Government some Ume ago, requesting that 

you would use such means as might be in your power, to as- 
certain the feelings of Spain on the subject of recognition of 


our Independence. 'Fhis Government is very desirous of ` 


forming friendly relations with Spain; and I hope you will 


be able so to represent us, as to promote our wishes on that; . 


subject.’ 
Tam, Sir, with the most sincere respect, 
Your ebedient servant, , 
: ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 


Gantestos Crey, fuly 7, 1840. . f 


To Messrs. Lores HawrrroN and A. T. BURNLEY: 
GENTLEMEN :—I have no special instructions from his- 
Excellency the President to communicate to you, since my 
last; but as it raay possibly have some influence on your 
agency, I have thought you should be advised correcily as to 
the present position of this country. So many rumors have 
been afloat, and so manuy imprudent and erroneous newspaper 
publications, of invasions from the Mexicans, and of Texian 
armaments for oilensive operations, that it may well distrust 
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and shake the confidence of those who know nothing from a 
more correct source, of the true posture of our affairs. We 
* — have been in the receipt almost every week, for the last six or 
, Seven months, of rumors of an invasion from Mexico, headed 
-by Arista, and the rumors have come to us withral] the appear- 
ances of being authentic, when at the same time, we have 
been fully advised of the total inability of the Mexican Govern- 
ment to cross the Rio Grande, in any, foree that could give us 
any trouble. ‘These rumors have been generally traced to the 
. Federalists and their friends, fabricated with the evident object 
in view of drawing an army of Texas to the west, knowing, . 
that from the restless disposition of our people, and their innate 
love of enterprize, they could not be restrained from crossing ; 
the western boundary in great numbers, and joining thèm- 
against the Centralists, The President had baffled all these; 
attempts to be drawn 'in:o offensive measures, and succeeded 
in preventing any exCltement or calis upon our people fora | 
force to repel such: threatened invasion. Buta short time ; 
after he left the Seat of Government for this place, a Similar: 
rumor reached there—that of an invasion, with an extensive; 
coalition of savages, in conjunction with the Mexicans. This. 
rumor seemed to have had so much the appearance of authenti-~ 
city, that it effected a call from the War Department ota levy, 
en masse, of our militia west of the Trinity, with the exception 
ofthe Gulf counties. This vas a source of much uneasiness” 
to the President, as he believed the rumor was another phan: | 
tom from the same fruitful source,-that had already proved aşa 
prolific as Bancos. He counteracted its efforts as far as prae? 
tichble, and the militia have been disbanded before much! 
-~ inconvenience or expense had been incurred. We are no 
-satisfied that this conjecture was correct. After the defeat of 
the F'ederalists last spring, Canales, their Géneral, came to the, 
, town of San Antonio; but before his arrival, the Military? 
Commandant at that place was instructed to.inform him, that; 
personal protection was ali that he could expect from us; that; 
our Government would not recognize him in any official: 
: character whatever; that, in the event of an invasion, we' 
would not perm. any ciber flag than our own on this side of; 
the Rio Grande. ‘nat, in t^at event, if aimself,and his dis-, 
persed followers iok par. agauusi the invaders, it must be under 
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our ffag,'and under the orders of our officers. They are en- 

tirely dispersed, but, in considerable numbers, and would be Em 

made strong very easily, by affording them a ,rallyirig^ point. ` i 

The leadears still appear to be sanguine pf ultimate success, d 

and are unremitting in their efforts to induce our Government 

to aid them. To effect this, they are ready to grant whatever Wn | 
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we would ask; we have rejected all their overtures. The 
. State of Yucatan is entiiely free and independent of the Re- 
: | publie of Mexico, and opposed to the Constitution of 1824.— 
M. They have not only driven out every soldier of the Mexican | 
l Government, but have also’ the entire command of the Gulf, 
| the Government not being able to send out a:single vessel of | 
jwaragainstthem. , 
F The rumor, communicated by the favor of Gen. Hamilton, . . ` 
itof the 3d ult., which I have the honar to acknowledge as ` j 
Feoming from the Consul of the United: States, at Liverpool, I , j 
Fam inclined to believe had some foundation ; in truth, it is pro- $ | 
bable that the Mexican Government did, at one time, contem- . f : 
plate making a sudden descent on our Goast, and particular! ly 
on this place, in the hope of taking us by surprise, deluded in — : 
Fldlse security by their pretended. moderation and willingness EE 
b enter into amicable discussion with Mr. Treat., It was, no i 
doubt, believed by the Governnient of Mexico, that our ship- 
I ping was in a dismantled condition, and incapable of making : 
tany resistance. .But, before the arrival of the Argyle, she . ~: . 
found that shé had neither troops nor money forthe enterprize. = |, 
‘That she may now show a willingness to negotiate in good 
f. faith, is quite probable; but I have no doubt, that it was com- 
 menced by Mexico in bad faith, desigued to delude us into a I 
false security, until circumstances enabled her to aet against 
‘us efficiently. A part of our fleet it has been thought advis- 
, able to'send down into the Gulf, principally with a view of 
ascertaining the feelings of Yucatan towards ns, but under 
} express orders not to act offensively, nor-to appear before the 
, Mexican ports in any way, to create any uneasiness on their 
& part, until further orders. The situation of the Government 
: of Yucatan, itis believed, required the measure ; remote from . 
d the city of Mexico, strong within herself, possessing more sea- 
men than the balance of Mexiéo besides, and the entite com- 
mand of íhe Gulf, and at nó time _ Yielding more than mere 
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formal submissions to the Mexican Government, it is not 
probable that she will ever again acknowledge even a quali- 
fied dependence'on the Mexican Government; it therefore 
became important that we should, as early as possible, under- 
stand whether we are to be considered by them as friends or 
enemies. We have reason to hope, from their declaring against 
the Federal Constitution of 1824, that they will not be dis- 
posed to indulge an unfriendly, feeling towards us. i 

The wild prairie Indians continue to commit their thieving 
depredatiens un cur frontiers; but such is the continued tide, 
of emigra on Aewing in, that theze can be no doubt, that ere, . 
long, the wiid T ndians will be driven so p north as to give us 
,no further ennoyance. 

Dur crops are already mede, and never was the Delia of the 
Nile more ‘producti ve `n eorn than our virgin 'l'exian soil. In} 
cotton, greir and stock ve caanot be rivalled, and all we want 

> is peace with Mexico, the loan, direct trade to Europe, and 
we then become the most prospero us '20p.e on the globe. - 
Wits sentiments of great respost, 
j But, Gentlemen, your very obt. sevt:, E 


ABNER S. IPSCOMB. By 
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Extract of a Letter from J. Hamilton to the Secretary ; I 
of Staté. 

3 i 


. [ Dated | CuanLEsTON, Feb. 25, 1840. 


If you will send me a co.nm be ion to treat for the recognition p 
‘of Belgium, Y ll see the Belgian Ministerin Paris and arrange «4 
^ the matter with hin. ‘| 
2 fai, very respec tfully, 

Your chacient servant, © - 
` d: HAMILTON, 

Commissioner of ihe Republic of Texas, 
oie Judge Livescan, d 
Secretary y af State. » F 


P. S. Iam bariy wai e to hear from the Secretary of 
the Treasury traisrwiüng to me the aninority to pledge the | 
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bonds for an advance of the loan, and some: other powers, to. 
which I have invited -his attention, to leave for New-York, 
with the view of embarking for Europe, to' close, if possible, 


pursues a politic bearing towalds France, that ‘Louis Phillippe 
will aid us immediately in the negociation in question. , I 
' need not confidentially suggest’ to you the expediency of 

maintaining the best relations with Mr. Saligny. 


E 3 " $ 
= 3. 
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à ` London, June 3, 1840. 
3 1 b 
* Hon. A. S. Lipscoms, Secretary of State: - 


‘detained some days.in Liverpool.  Several/ short arrivals 
from New-York, bringing dates down to the! 14th May, still 
convey fresh tidings of Mexican invasion, which are calculated 

seriously to retard our negociation of the loan. Keep us con- 

stantly advised of every event, as the crops in Europe promise 
| most abundantly, and the money market is;daily becoming 

j more easy and abundant, making the successful negociation of. 
the loan far more probable, —if, no explosion’ or serious inva- 

sion of Texas occurs. I have just received from the Amefican 

‘Consul, at Liverpool, the following information, which I 

“transcribe from his letter of the 1st inst., which you must take 

for as much as it may be worth ; I doubt it; —but it would be- 

E. as well for you to be on your guard. "l 

Ff." «A communication has been made to me this morning, 
» which I think you will consider of sufficient importance to 


4 give immediate notice of. it (by the Great Western) to the B 


; Texian Government. A Mr. Grineer, &^gentleman of high 
: standing, and, from his situation, possessed of peculiar means 
i: for obtaining information, disclosed to rire the.fact, which he 
y says he has from the best authority, that a gerts of the Mexican 

Government have chartered ane or more ‘steam vessels in this 


or Matamoras, to make a rapid descent, with the intention of 
surprising any vessel of war that may be: in port, and of attack- 


He says the steamer Argyle, of Glasgovw, of one hundred “and 
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my loan negociation. I have little doubt, if your Government ^ 


Dear Sig :—I have just reached London; having. been 


country, for the purpose of transporting troops from Vera Cruz. - 


ing, while unprepared, any vulnerable :point in the .seagboard. | 
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> five tons, Williams, master, sailed on the 22d of February last 

4 E . for Cadiz, thence bound to Vera Cruz, or Matamoras. She 

1 ; i put into Maderia for repair, and, by the last accounts, from 

nee > thence she was about proceeding on her voyage. I have ad- 

vised Mr. Grineer to make this communication direct to you, 

- which he has promised he will'by' the mail of to-day ;, his 


; . standing.entitles him to consideration.” 

dcs E Our address is—London, to the care of Messrs. Palmers, 
Soo Mekiloe, Dent & Co. > ; 

i Hd i reman i Bip. wa co esteem, 

H : : a Resvectiully. your obedient servant; 

i J, HAMILTON,, 

" J Commissioner of ‘Texas Loan: 
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A Leiter froz» Gen. Hamilton to the meer of. State. : 


i Dated | LONDON, June 6, 1840. 


, Dear Srg :- -Àe we shall have to go over to Brussels andi 
" / Ámsterawn to p.oenr, the nc cessary "combination to secure? 
our Joan, Í woulda snygest ihat you send me separate letters. 
i of crede :eo to tbe Ring of Belgium and to the King of Hol- 
, land, to 2o ?y fer th. recognition of your Independence, and, . 
to make: a cour acia treaty with voth,-as I have received an,! 

l j intimatier chat: ean accomplish both objects. ; 2 d 

‘ ©- ẹ -Ihoa by db vŁueen, on the ist of July, to tell you that” 
l we hats a fair elancé of doing something; we are making. es 
. friends, and progiese cvery day. "Tae rumor of the invasion. Ar 
of 'T'exas, cf course, retards us; but Í hope the Queen steamer, : ] 
which will oz hereon the 16th. will dispel all the clouds.— ` 
By her, Mr. Burntey and myself will make the.Secretary of 
the Treasury an off clai report. d : 

Until Í hear sor» thang decisive as to the rumored invasion 
of Texas, I deeri i politie uot to apply for recognition to the 
British Government, ; | 

Poame'a Dear Sir. with esteem,’ 
« Respeetiutty, your friend, 
, And obedient ser vant, 
j l J. HAMILTON. 
Hon. Judge Lipsco' wn. d 
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3 KINGDOM OF THE'NETHER&LANDS,) © - ^ | 5 

- > The Hague, July 28, 1840. JE id 

Sir :—1T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyour  — E 
despateh of the 4th of May’; the suggestions, which you trans- ` "i 
mitted to me, not, to make any stipulations with the French ; H 
Government, by which any countenance shodld' seem to be, à Nr 
| giveu to the introduction of French goods, with an ulterior view F | 


to their. claridestine entre into the United States, in violation of — .' E 
their revenue un through the valley of the Mississippi. 1 N- E 
| shall conform strictly to your instructions in this particular, in : pode 

, which I recognize nothing but policy of the young Republic. ait 
You will perceive my letter was written from the Hague.— . 

| have opened a negociation with the “Government of our i 
Netherlands for the recognition of the Republic of Texas—a 1 
; preliminary measure, indispensible to the negofiation of our - 4 
| joan in Holland. "By the laws of this Kingdom, no foreign ^ Em. 
]oan can be taken, or contracted for by any citizen ‘of Holland, j 
-except with the consent of the King. From the bankers in 2: 
f, Amsterdam, with whom I am so far in treaty, as to have made i 
; them an offer of the whole loan of five millions, I was informed, . 

: ‘that, "without recognition they could not entertiin even a con- 
'#sideration of the subject ; and that I must repair to the Hague "| 
D simmediately, and see what eould be done with the Government. > | 
Under your general letter of instructions to obtain, as faras ^, 
, practicable, the recognition of the different commercial nations ~- ~% ^! 
y of Europe, { have presented a memotr, as the diplomatic Com- ge. ss 
t ‘missioner of the’ Republic of Texas, setting forth the facts of ; 
? the people of Texas, having achieved their Independence, of 2 
i 


its recognition by;France and the United States, and of the 

* sta ity” "of the Government and extent of the resources of the E 
country. This has been very favarably received by the Min- - 
* ister of Foreign Affairs, who has promised, on the 4th of Aug., 
‘on his return to the Hague, to give me an answer on the sub- `. ] 
ject., If no adverse influen ce from the other powers : of Europe = r 
is brought to bear on the Government of the Netherlands, I ; - 
, have very little doubt of my success; bui, you.know that the f 

Dutch are a.slow and cautious peoplé, and take much time to, ' 
j do, not only the aars ofthe utmost moment, but even rifles. í 
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e Datena Bar, uud one of the most eloquent and powerful writers 


` ticalarly agreab'e ard efiective, is the fact of his speaking and 


. for Hellend co. consider. For how we got possession of the- 


‘the dntzodusdon ef tie thane of Texian resources, which will, 3 


“988 got 


‘Fhe fustant I consummate my diplomatic business here, I shal 
repair to Amsterdam, and commence a systematic financial‘ 
campaign for the negociation of the loan. Ifthe bankers there’ 
can be satisfied of the stability of the Goyerriment of Texas, 
and the sufficiency of the security offered, the loan can be | 
taken in five minutes, such is the vast surplus wealth of this 
immensely opulent country. But, unfortunately, very little 
here is known.of Texas, and that little to her disadvantage, 
For every falsehood which the »nisaries of Mexico, and the 
anolitionists auve put forth in tle London Press against Texas, 
kos mag Hs way into the leadiag journals'of this country; . 
bat i nave ‘aken means to apply a corrective against these 

uisrepresenistions : ihreugh tae kindness of my friends in | 
Amserdan. £ have been intioduced to the Editor of the 
lewlirs commercial and political paper in that city, the 
Hadesmiad, an advecete of distinguished ability af the 


5 
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in 3io!danl; enu, what renders my intercourse with him par- 


reading Bngish aost with as much facility and accu1acy. 
as he doss his vernacular tongue. IT have satisfied this gen- 
toman so sntiely of the injustice which has been done Texast’ 
that ve hes pezaused, wher I am all ready, to open the bat- * 
terizsoi his Dress in her defence ; although, he had the good , 
sense to say that if was a question, not of morals, but of policy,, 


ie 


econtiy vas not their business, it was sufficient for them ‘to : 
krovr tzat we were in possession of it de facto, were capable} 
of 2ciding it, ard, from onr being a civilized and enterprising * 
peopic, would yic* e valuable eustomers to them. -I state this 
fact io show veu what an important ally I haye made; and 
how much ms intelligence is superior to the miserable cant.‘ 
and fanaticism ef even those who call themselves English ; 
statesmen. ‘This gentleman will commence, in-a day or two, $ 
fo envghu i8 readers en “ne subject of American credits,’} 
acl diselene the public cf the thousand slanders of the“ 
Londou Timesis tris amie; this’ will be a good preface for : 


Cac 0n m duo thre. ; i 
Mr. Durnlev is ne Paris, ie will not attempt any action ow j 
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the French Government, to induce them to redeem the pledge — ., 
of Marshal Soult, until I reach the-French Capital; whilst he 
he will employ himself. in the mean time, in sounding the 
bankers, and in diffusing correct information respecting Texas. - 
But, thanks be to the persevering and enlightening exertions of : 
M. Saligny, there exists a better tone of feeling towards Texas 
; m France than any other country in Europe. ‘Should I fail 
entirely in Holland, I will then repair to England, aid see 
” what is to be done through the eo-operation of the Mexican 
' bond-holders ; and then to France, as our last resort, because 
| Lam sure.the aid of that Government could not be proeured,] , 
probably, without conceding. some commerce?! advantage, 
which might exert an injurions influence on our negociations 
with other nations, But, in any event, 1 cannot coaceal from 
you, that we have great difficulties to contend with, which 
t have been continued, without any intermission, eyar since we Y*. 
left the Bnited “tetes. First, we departed in the face of the “> 
universally accredited rumor, that drista was about to invade | 
| and overran Texas, surn your Capital and destroy your army; 
| then came the report of your having murdered forty Comanche © 
& Chiefs in cold blood, wher you had invited io a friendly 
‘council to treat for peace and the surrender of prisoners ; next 


m 


tolor out of the territorial limits of ''exas, which hes been put - 

down, on this side of the water, as a barbarity equa. to that of 

the revocation of the edicts of Nantes ; and, lastly, the Great 

Western brings the intelli ence of the still further deprecia- 

k tion of your Treasury Not,s. Against these adverse currents 

F we had been endeavoring ' make headway ; we had stopped, 
like our boatmen on the western rivers, 1n some bend, where 
the stream seerz;cá to br less sirong, taking breath for a while, 
but still, have heoxed, and jo:ued, and gone on. T think I may 
now say we are making steady progress towards the fiual cen- 
summation of our objeet ;-—E will not exactly say when, tor I: 

' should rather take the President oy surprise, Lv a. sariy ne- —— 

| gociation; than to disappoint bim by’ holding ou fa:so hapes. | 
But our success depends cnticoly ov your measures ai nome ; Í 

you should join the Federalists. unite an invasion of Mexico, 
or blockade Matanioras-or Veu, Ortiz, we could nta borrow 
one dollar for you~ not for lovs ar money, Capitalists ars 
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reluctant everi to loan to old Governments, whose credit is 
well established, when at war; how little would they be dis- 
posed to lend to a Republic but of yestérday,in no favor with the 
Monarchs of Europe, and whose own currency is depreciated 
to a point so low as to show the want of even confidence at 
home! Let me, then, my good sir, conjure you to use your 
influence with every branch of your Government, to induce 
them to wait patiently the result of our negotiation ; if we do 
not succeed by the meeting of Congress, it will be time then for 
the assembled wisdem of the countrv to determine what is to 
« fbe done; if we do not succeed, I shall be very much inclined, 
as the lawyer says in collecting a debt, to make the five mil- 
tions out of Mexico herself, and jom personally in the sport. 
But, if all goes on smoothly in Texas,‘you do nothing violently 
to shock European prejudices on the tender subject of the » 
Indian and Negro races, subjects which they cannot under; 
stand over on this side of the water, I feel an absolute, abiding ' 
' and unfaltering cónfidencein success. But a premature inva; : 
sion of Mexico would dash all our well-digested schemes to . 
the ground, and subvert, in one hour, my incessant and irk- 
: some labor for the last eighteen months. "e" i 
Ihave had one interview with Lord Palmerston, on what’ : 
was private and unofficial ; -he informed me, that after the ad- : 
journment of Parliament, and I had concluded my business! 
. with the different Governments on the Continent, if 1 would 
return to England, he would enter upon the question of the + 
recognition of Texas, and the f/rmation of a commercial 
treaty with her. ‘This looks well, in spite of O'Connell's vil- ; 
lany, and makes me particularly ©. xious not to commit myself | 
with the French, until I have ascertained definitely the views 
and determinations of the British Government ; for, if Holland + 
both recognizes, and Treat succeeds, our loan will go like a , 
locomotive over a trail. I can-pledge you nothing, however, i 
but my unabated, untiring and zealous'exertions. After the 
loan is obtained, how to make it lastingly beneficial to the 
Government, involves considerations of a great moment, 
requiring a scheme of finance well-considered and matured ; ^ 
on this subject I will write the Secretarv of the Treasury i 
| | by the British Queen. In the meawtime, present my friendly 
X respects to this gentleman, as well as to the other officers of - 
the Cabinet; say to Dr. Archer, that I have received his des- 


a 


| 


aL o aariin 


e. 


= E - = F vė -- T 
UB RUNE eB ym S Let n ES d CSS t 2M a 
ae 3 * 3, ES: Y 4 wae SF 
x m 2 N * y 
" 
1 x ea t x 
4 
* »" $ n r * 
» os re 
: x "E > " 2. H t * 
‘ E : Be E. 
t " 
f : 201 E H r ` 


patch, and wil! write him fully by the Queen, which les on, 
the ist September, I write President Lamar a private letter 
which accompanies this despatch, — "^ A 
You will pergeive that -I purpose aütiejpating my regular °> 
powers, in my negociation with Holland." That no jealousy «+ 
may be felt by the Government of*the Netherlands, that you s 
should. have gíven me a power to treat with Belgium first, 1' ic 
have forborne to go to Belgium, until I have concluded my ne- : 
.gotiation bere ; as we-have very little to expect froma treaty. ` ; 
í with that country; and much to gain from a treaty with this. ; 
[send out, therefore, a transcript of two commissions, which i i 
you will find enclosed—will thank you to have them carefully 
engrossed, verbatim et literatim, and transmitted to me, after - 
affixing your signature and seal of office to them, as some diffi- 
culty may arise to the final signature of the tréaty, until their `, 
return, ‘although we shall have all the benefits of an imme- BA 
diate recognition, if the King of the Netherlands agrees to treat. 
i think it highly probable, from what has passed between ' . 
‘the Russian Minister and myself, (in whom I found ang old 8 
'acquaintance,) that I will add the recognition of Russia to the i 
other international acknowledgements, with which I hope to 
| signalize my present mission. df you, according to the within 
form of a commission, think proper to send me a separate and’ 
specific one to treat with any Minister the Emperor may de< 
„pute to conduct ‘the negotiation, I have little doubt of success, rox 
Which wi.i be bringing a stronger power to bear on England ; : 
pdo not, however, make it my àu ty to repair to St. Petersburg ; ` 
; it would be entirely incompatible with my financial negotia- ' — ,.- 
lions. to leave the nlace of action for this season. Notwith- j 
standing your jJucicious suggestions, it will be ont of ibe ques- 
tion to think o7 ay visiting Madnd in relation to the Cuba- 
"trade, if the m.seriblv distracted Her of that once powertti 
1 Monarchy did not foraid all hope of a successful negociaron g . v 
with that Goveriment at the present; for in the thices of ' 
f revolutionfshe seems to be verging towards a dissolution. But i 
if I succeed, this season, in ali rimporiant missions dor you. `’ —— 
Thope to go to Madrid next summer, nnder full powers io 
conclude successfully such a neyo.dation. 
I have the honor to be, dear Sir, pono aled t serv i 
Jd. HAMII TORN 


To the iow, Asner S. Liescons. See, of tate, 
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a i The Hacue, Sept. 1, 1840. 


' | |: My Dean Sir :—I bad hoped, by this time, to have advised 
you that I had at last signed a treaty with Holland, but, 
although the project of the same has been laid before the King, 
yet the Minister of Foreign Affairs informs me, that in conse- 
quence of his Majesty’s occupations from an important meeting 
of the States-General at this place, 1t will be impossible for him 
to decide on the provisions of the treaty for ten or twelve days, 
I have, therefore, us the treaty has been offered me, embraced 
thetwelve days togo to Belgium and procure arecognition there, , 

T am losing no time from the loan, as, from the rumor of a 
European War, all large financial operations are suspended : 
for the present ; but, as the most.authentic accounts all concur | 

;i in representing that the difficulties between France and the 

four powers will be compromised, | have no doubt, by the ' 

time l procure the recognition in question, the war panic will’, 
* have subsided, and Mr. Burnley and myself will be able to's 
bring the loan forward advantageously. I will write, how- s 

ever, the Secretary of the Treasnry from Brussels on this sub: 

ject; but, from the state of the money market, the state az 

" Europe, the relations of your own country with England, | 
and the internal conditién of your own currency, to say no, ` | 

thing of the rumor of your having joined the Federaiists in ` 
offensive measures against Mexico, there has not been a mo- : 

ment when the lean could have been brought forward, except . 

with a positive prejudice. en 

I hope, with the recognition of Belgium and the Nether 4i 

lands, to procure that of England on my return, as Lord Pal- | 
merston has promised to take the subject wp. If I fail, Lu 
willinstantly repair to France and make with that Govern- 
ment the best bargain, under my instructions, E can. Mi 
Thiers had been so much occupied, as well as the King, that $ 

he could not haye considered, our affairs if I had gone there; M 

` in the mean time, depend upon it, the interest of the Republic. 

& commands my unceasing and devoted attention, < | 

` $ |... With my most respectful salutations, 
2 ev US > + JY remain, dear Sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. ' 

à r ak HAMILTON, 

<r The Hon. ÅBNER S. LIPSCOMB, Sec. of State. 
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p. 8. Pray,say to, M. Saligny that I "il write him em 
the 12th of Sept, by the Great Western. 

I beg and entreat you. to say fo the President that our suc- 
cess depends on his keeping his hands off the Mexicans, until 
he hears from us definitely - from London. I will write him 
Lord Palmerston’s answer to my despatch, which } shall hand 
him the instant I reach London. 


Report of Committee on Military Affairs... , 


Li 


[Page, 97 of Journal.] : j i 


- The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
. the petition of Doct. Felder, beg leave to report that they have 
"had the same under. consideration, and it is their opinion that 


„he is not entitled to any consider ation for his service, having ° 


', abandoried the service of this country and joined the -Federal 

^ Mexicans, under Col. Ross. The Committee have'no inclina- 
. tion to censure his course ; his errors have been the common 

, errors of many others, but it is the opinion of your Committee 

‘that Texas ought not to pay for services rendered fo the Fede- 
“ral Mexicans. 

A , E. G, H. HARRISON, Chairman. 
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Report of G: B. rath, epe of f Spy Dong \ 
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` [Page TT of Journal -] 
e ir Naenvizrs, Sept. 5, 1840. 


Major-General Baaz HusTox : 
Dear Sir:—In pursuance of your order of the. 14t 


July, Lleft Nashville on the {vk of August with eight men, Y, 


! and proceeded up the Brazos, on its east side, to the Falls,’ 
where I arrived on the 224 ; eerossed the Brazos on the 23d, 
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ascended the country on the - west idi of the Brazos, and 
reached the. Waco village on the 24th, where I found some 
Indian sign two months old ; left the Waco village the 25th, 
advanced i up the Rio Bosque, and came, in the evening within 
the neighborhood of a party: of Indians with about twenty 
horses. The Indians, having the advantage to discover us 
first, fed immediately; setting "the grass on fire as they went ; 
the eround being too hard and dry, it was impossible to trail 
them, and night soon brought them out of our reach. The 
26th, while advancing up’ the Bosque, we surprised two foot . 


pou 


we killed one on the ground, the other escaped badly wounded,. 
through the favor of a briar thicker, leaving us both their guns 
and apparels: We continued our course up the Bosque. A 
considerable number of small hunting parties who were out 
“on the different water courses, became alarmed by the smokes 
of the Indians, routed on. the 25th and 26th of August, and all 
earns their hunting grounds, setting the grass on fire ass, 
hey fled towards their villages up the coun try. The evening : 
of ine 27th we arrived to a road which was very plain and. 


when, not arriving at any village, or coming up with the ene-. 


Grand or Comanche Peak; as the road appeared to be going: 


grass being either dried up or burned by.the Tetreating Indians, 
‘and our horses hard ridden, we abandoned the road, which 
at any time can be shown to an army in search of the savages, 


enemy and destroy them. !We-then took our course towards: 


of the 28th, finding that the Indians had. not'been ^mueh im- 
mediately on the stream; we found, also, a quantity of buffalo, 
gentle and little hunted. The 29th we ‘arrived at the Tronies’ . 
Village, a place known from the action of Col. Neill there last 
E On our approach we discovered some Indians with 
paek horses going through the old town, appareütly crossing 
the river; in manæuvring to get a fair sight at them, I got 


Indians, apparently Keechies, in the act of skinning a buffalo; ' , 


fresh, Lsaring up the country on the ridge, between the Brazos -3 
and Litile River ; we followed the same till late in the night, 4 


my, we camped ; ‘and on the morning of the 28th, after pur- ; 
suing the road some distance, we found ourselves opposite the 1 


high up the country, through a mountainous region, the- 


and by the means of said road will be able to^ferret out ‘the ,! 


. the Brazos, downwards, and crossed the Brazos on the evening <} 
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"into the bed of the river above them, when several Indians 
came down the opposite bank to’ drink, which caused me to. 
' suspect a larger camp there than my strength would.allow me 


M. when arriving high enough to survey the opposite side of the 
M. river, we discovered, not to little surprise, the Indians in all 
. haste making up the country, and only five. in number, and 


| pursmt would have been to no purpose, Ï descended the river 
finding several more evacuated camps, which the Indians had 
left at the time the signal of alarm was given at the Bosque. 
I arrived on the 2d of Sept. at the F'alls of the Brazos; on the 
; fourth at Nashville. 


advance of:an army, and dispersed on that.account. 'Phe 


| 


men can travel through their country where they please. The 
Indians burnt the country’ every where, and the chance for 
horses is bad, water in some parts scarce, and on the Indian | 
* passing,ground no game. That part of the country through | 
v which Colonel Neill passed, last fall, is not inhabited this year 
P B Indians, and the village is not more than twenty miles 
from the Peak. 

I cannot give praise enough to the. men under my command 
for their excitement towards finding indians, watching day 


and they would have.charged, even as small in number as they 
were, into the midst of a village, had it been expedient. ^ . 
. I remain, át your further command, 
` , Your most obedient servant, 
i 2 : . G. B. ERATH, 


ka 
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The Indians, it is presumed, took’us for a party of spies or 


' strength of the Indians is, no doubt, very deficient ; one ar two 
hundred men could take their villages, and.a small quantity of 


and night, following trails, anxiety for engaging the enemy, 


ace Tow. wx ex 


Y 


_to attack. 1 ordered my men back on the eastern hill, but 


| four pack horses, already several miles distant ;~ and, as 


x uM AP" ` Spy Captain. 
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i Roll of a Squad of Spies, enrolled by an order of Major-: 
General Feliz Huston, dated. July 14th, 1840, ‘by G B. 
Erath. ] ; 
Names. | . ja, Terms and Time of Enrollment, 
— — Dodd, Jóined 15th Aug. for the expedition, 
Henry fete Bou. ^ * 16th July, unlimited .time, 
Daniel McKay, : * "12th August, “« = = 
Charles Sevire, «* 20th $<“ for expedition; , . 
Thomas I. Smith, a 20th t pH 
Guy Stokes, « 20th July, unlimited time; 
—— S poones, “ 14th ~“ « « 
" Joseph Livy, " 15th August, “ 
i . "G. B. ERATH, LU 
' Chief of said Squad. | 
N. B. ARollbetter explained will be returned „when ned 3 3 
deum. NT. 
* * * ; F off 
[Page 100 of Journal] ^ - l e. 


[G. W. Smyth's Letter page 27 Appendik.] i 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, /' 
Austin, Nov. 17, 1840. 


Sir :—I herewith transmit to you a copy of a letter recently si 
received from G. W. Smyth, Esq., Boundary Line Commis- j 
sioner. : d 

{I have the honorto be,  . = 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

ja : . JOSEPH WAPLES; 

‘Chief Cler k of State De i1 

To the Hon. D. 3 KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House d Representatives. 


` 
2 


TEN 
` [Page 100 of Journal.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
' November 16, 1840. f 


To the Hon. the House of Representatives : 

GENTLEMEN :-—In „answer to the enquiries involved in 
your resolution, requesting the President to communicate to 
the House of Representatives, the terms upon which Messrs. 
Burnley and Hamilton were employed to negotiate the loan of 
five millions of dollars, I have to say, that upon a strict search 
at the Treasury Department, the present acting Secretary has 
been unable to find the written contract which was directed 
to be entered into with those gentlemen, and which, I have no 
doubt was executed by them and the Hon. R. G. Dunlap, 
' but which probably was mislaid by Gen. Dunlap in the hurry 

of his departure for the United States. The cireumstances 
under which that contract was made, and the terms ofit were 
as follows :—Gen. Hamilton met the President and Members 
of the Cabinet in council, and after presenting his views in 
respect to measures which might become necessary in the 
successful negotiation of the loan, it was agreed that the Com- 
missioners should receive two per cent. upon all the money 
obtained by them, and paid over to this Government, arising 
from the negotiation, in full compensation for their services 
and personal expenses, and that in the adoption of such other 
measures as might be indispensible to the accomplishment of 
their undertaking, they were to be at liberty to expend a 
farther sum, not to exceed eight per cent. upon the amount 
received, and that as many of these measures would necessa- 
rily be of a confidential character, it was understood that they 
would, on a final settlement, not be required to produce any 
vouchers for these disbursements, farther than their own writ- 
ten statement that they had been fairly made. - 
It was also understood, that if the bonds should be nego- 
tiated at a rate which would produce a larger amount than 
their par value, (which at that time was not thought impro- 
bable,) the Commissioners were to take the excess and the 
MM . 
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exchanges in full compensation for their services, and all the 
expenses and ,disbursements which might be incurred in the 
negotiation, and in that event they were to pay to this Govern- 
ment, in good funds, dollar for dollar of the nominal amount 
of the bonds negotiated ; should the negotiation, however, fail, 
they were to 1eceive no compensation for their services and 
no remuneration for the expenses incurred. 

The terms of this agreement and understanding were taken 
down in writing at the time, in the form of memoranda, and 
were carried from the meeting, by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, for the purpose of drawing up the contract and having it 
executed by the parties, and I have always believed that it had 
been done, and that it was filed away in the Department.—. 
Upon a search for it now, However, nothing can be found in 
reference to the subject, except the accompanying letters of 
instruction, which are not sufficiently full and explicit to con- 
vey a correct idea of the true character of the contract. That 
this contract was reduced to writing at the time, I can yet en- 
tertain no doubt, but whether it was lost during the last winter 
when all the information on the subject was laid before Con- ' 
gress, or whether General Dunlap, in the hurry of his depar- 
ture, neglected to file1t, 1am now wholly unable to inform 
the Hon. House of Representatives ; that I have stated its terms 
substantially as made, I am not only satisfied from my own 
recollection, but I am sustained in that opinion by the recol- 
lection of some of the gentlemen who then composed the 
Cabinet and are now present. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


: , -TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Cobumbia, April 15, 1837. 


To Messrs. BURNLEY & GILMER: 

GENTLEMEN :—In conformity with the various acts of the 
General Congress of this Republic, authorizing the negotiation 
of a Joan of five millions of dollars, which trust has been con- 
fided to you, 1 am authorized and required to give you general 
instructions: for your better government. Therefore, in con- 
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formity with an act of that body, passed in secret session on 
the last day of their sitting, I am authorized to use à discretion 
to the amount of one million and no more; and inasmuch as 
I have every, confidence in your ability and integrity in using 
in the best manner possible the latitude given in the joint re- 
solution, I have no wish to tie you down to any limit in the dis- 
count of that amount, believing that you will exercise your best 
energies for the interest of the Government ; and as it respects 
the remaining four millions, you are; in no case, permitted to 
take less than ninety cents on the dollar, that being the lowest 
limit given by the resolution referred to. In ali cases of ne- 
gotiation 1t is expected that you will strictly adhere to the 
interest of the Government as a paramount duty. 

All the monies received for this Government you will have 
deposited in some one of the solvent banks in the city of New- 
. Orleans, and have the same entered to the credit of this Go- 
vernment and subject, alone to the order of this Department., 
In this matter, however, you will be governed by the strict 
rules of propriety in the safe deposite of the funds, and making 
them subject as above directed. 

You will, in all matters pertaining to your mission, keep 
this Department regularly advised, sparing no pains to give 
the earliest possible information both of your progress and . 
probable prospects of success. The necessary bonds contem- 
plated: to be used in this transaction it is expected, will be 
drawn up in New-Orleans and transmitted to this Govern- 
-ment for proper signature, and. then returned as you may 
direct; to this itis expected you will promptly attend, and 
direct to whose charge they shall be forwarded. 

These instructions, for fear of miscarriage, are sent in du- 
plicate, and vou will please acknowledge their receipt. 

Lam, very respectfully, &c., 
P HENRY SMITH, 


4 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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RzeunLrc or Texas, Treasury Department, 


E Houston, March 20, 1839. 
J 

ic Gen. James HawrrTow dnd A. T. BunwNrEy, Esq. : 

ay GENTLEMEN :—The President being aware that you will 
i be under the necessity of giving high premiums or a bonus 
M to private individuals or bankers to aid you in the negotiation 
+ . ` of the five million loan for this Republie, has made you the 
T liberal allowance of ten per cent. to cover all brokerage, com- 


missions or premiums, including your own commissions.— 
And, as in the event you shall have to give such premiums or 
commissions, it would be a breach of private confidence to 
require you to expose their names, and very likely defeat 
the loan, should you be deprived of such influences, so usual 
and essential to the success of such negotiations. 

I am instructed by the President to advise you that no ac- 
count or statement of the disbursement ofthe fen per cent. 
commissions allowed you will be required. 

s I am, very respectfully, 
R. G DUNLAP, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


REPUBLIC OF p TEXAS, Treasury Department, 
Houston, March 20, 1839. - 


Gen. James Hamizton and A. T. Burnier, Esq. : 
GENTLEMEN :—'The President has instructed me to advise - 
. you, that shall you deem it more consistent with the interest . 
of the Republic, in the sale of the bonds for five millions of 
dollars, to give all the premiums and exchange which may. 
accrue upon the sale of the bonds of the Republic to enable: 
- you to obtain an endorsement of the bonds, or otherwise aid | 
youin the sale of them, either in Europe or in the United 
States, that yoü are authorized to give the same in lieu of the 
ten per cent. commission allowed you. 
But while you are allowed all the premiums. and exchange 
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which may accrue upon the sale of the said bonds, it is upou ` 
the condition that the bonds beariug ten per cent. Menor 
annum shall net this Government par funds in the , United 
States, and dollar for dollar on the face of said bonds. 

'The President desires that you shall first atttempt to obtaint 
the endorsement of the bonds from some bank or private 
banker or individuals of acknowledged credit in the commer- ' 
cial world, which will most likely securethe sale of the bands 
in Europe at a premium, which event will have a direct in- 
| fluence, in the-advancement of the national character of the 

Republic abroad, and invite both capital and emigrants to the 
country under the happiest auspices. 

In obtaining this endorsement, as that will be urgent reason 
for the sale of the bonds ata premium, it is evident-you will 
have to pay what the money-dealers may consider a fair equi- 
valent for the responsibility and credit attached to their action 
on this matter. Hence it is that it is deemed more advisable 
,to vest you with full power over the premiums and exchange, 
` attendant on the sale of the bonds, that you, as the Commis- 
sioners of the Republic, may have such a scope in your actions 
as will enable you to make such a negotiation as will not only 
sell our bonds at par, but strengthen and build up the credit 
and character of the Repubhie. - 

All power and authority, necessary to carry into effect the 
foregoing right and power, are (I am instructed by the Presi- - 
dentto say) hereby granted and vested in the seid Gen. James 
Hamilton and Mr. A. T. Burnley, as Commissioners afore- 
said. 

The law requires the first power and right to negotiate the 
loan to pass direct from the President, which you have 
received, and all subsequent instructions to emanate from this 
Department, under the instructions of the President, so it is 
deemed that this gives you as fulland ample power over 
the subject as the law has vested in the President and Treasury. 
Department, which certainly covers and legalizes the whole 
subject. 


lam, very respectfully, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
R.. G. DUNLAP, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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` detection of Fraudulent Land Certificates, issued West of 
» the Brazos. 
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3 ^  - [Page 106 of Journal.] 
$ To the Hon. Congress of the Republic of "Tezas : i 
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The undersigned, late Commissioners for the detection of 
fraudulent land certificates, constituted under an act of the 
last Congress, having completed the duties appertaining to that 
| station, eonceive it proper that they should make such report 
B. to your honorable body, as will embrace the most important 
Uc results arising from the examinations. 

Restricted as we conceived ourselves by the law under. 
which we were constituted, we have not extended the imme- 
- diate advantage to every holder of a genuine land certificate, 
which we would Aare desired, or which may have been in- 
: tended by Congress, i: the course of our examinations, we 
ascertained that t£ Boards of Land Commissioners, under the 
. Land Law of Deceu:^er. 1537, Lad, in many instances, disre- 
garded its requiremezi;s, as to ths examination of witnesses 
and the recording of the oath of the applicants. The wit- 
nesses were not examited by tho Commissioners, but made 
their depositions before the magistrates perhaps in a remote 
part of the country, from wheuce they were transmitted to the 
Board of Commissioners, The applicants did not také and 
subscribe the oath as required by the 12th section of the Land 
Law. This requirement of applicants was made for the evi- 
dent purpose cf enabling tho Government more readily to 
detect and punisà such individuals as should take out their 
. head-right certificates in several counties, or, by perjury, other- 
wise attempt to defraud the Government of her domain. The 
oath taken by the Examining Commissioners was, not to re- 
commend any certificate for a patent, unless a genuine and 
legal claim against tbe Government, and “ issued in conform- 
tty with the, Constitution and laws granting donations of 
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land to emigrants.” ẹ This, to us, appears plainly to prohibit 
the recommendation of any certificate, not issued upon the 
character of testimony, and in the manner required by law.-— 
No rule of construction would have warranted us in violating 
the plain and natural meaning of this part of the oath. We 
have found many just and legal claimants, whose certificates 
were issued in this illegal manner. 


'To prevent further trouble or delay to such individuals, as ` 


well as the Government, we have investigated their merits, 


and returned a list of them as genuine claims to the General . 


Land Office, subject to the disposal of. ihe Government. If 
we had recommended them for patents, the legality of the cer- 
tificates would not have been improved, hor the validity of 


location or survey strengthened. By a refusal to recommend ` 


them, the'claimants have not been prejudiced in their rights, 
but only delayed in getting their patents. -It is, then, but a 
reasonable inference that such claimants are not materially in- 
jured by the course we have pursued, though it should have 
been an erroneous one. ' We conceive the necessity of further 
proof is superseded by the examination we have made of their 
merits. No reasonable objection longer exists to their being 
patented. It is, therefore, the general wish and expectation, 
that your honorable body will require it done as early as 
practicable. 

We have retained a list of certificates, which have been 


_ Issued to illegal claimants, with our reasons for withholding 


our recommendation. It has been our custom not to recom- 
mend those that were of doubtful legality, from the belief that 
itis better for the claimant as well as the community, that all 
uncertain titles should be adjudicated and determined, before 
the issuing of the patents, than that they should be liable to be 


annulled afterwards. We understand the object of the law is,. 


to give patents only to those that are clearly entitled, that they 
n be referred to as RUE like certain evidence of 
title 

‘The following is the character of claims which we have 
refused to recommend : 

Ist. Persons who have drawn certificates for land, as heads 
of families, without actually having families in this country. 

2nd. Widowers and widows emigrating to this country 
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without ininor children, and obtaining cerüficates as head of 
families. : 

3rd. Single persons claiming as heads of families by virtue 
of negroes hired or owned. 

4th. Persons married to individuals of African descent, 
and claiming land as heads of families. 

5th. Free persons of African descent, claiming head-righis 
as citizens. 

6th. Young men who were under seventeen years of age 
at the Declaration of Independence obtaining certificates as 
original colonists, without having rendered service in the army 
before 14th December, 1837. 

7th. Young men dying i in the country before the Declara- 
tion of independen «s, wno were under twenty-one years of 
age. 

Sth, Eu ge mup <ding in tle coautry at the Declaration 
of Independence, who beve sinew married, and obtained land 


as heads of fex ies s, without rendering service in the army 


before taa ict t Mer 1, 1237. 

9th. Single mea residing in the country at the Declaration 
of In acopmdence, who hud rendc.ed conic iu the army be- 
fors the is; of *foreh, 1537,—Married since the Ath January, 
1837, be Lo rfe uos es heads of families. 

10th. Singie ines who erigrated to the country since the 
Declaration or lude. condense, “and before the Ist of August, 
1836, obtaiairz hee fright vertifi ates as original colonists, 
withont haviz jg coinmcuced services in the army before the 
ist of Augus: ; 

llith. Marr: od rien iu a ihe situation, getting certificates as 
original col.:sisis 

12th. &: ngle meL who emigrated to the country subse: 
quent to the De. alavat or of Th xispendence, and before the 1st 
of October, 1577, suir vedentiy marrying and receiving aug- 
mentation cur ifeates, (uo; Having served in the army before 
the Ist of August, 1826. j 

18th. Single men res siding 1n the country at the Declara- 


tion of Independence; who have served in the army before the ' 


ist of March, 1837, and obtained a certificate as the head of a 


family, by marrying a widow, who had obtained a league of 


land as administratrix on the estate of a deceased husband, or 


T husband had obtained a league of land, or who had ^.  ' o 

received a league of land of this Government, or the previous p 

| Government, in her own name, or was entitled toit: , , 
14th. ‘Two persons getting certificates as heads of the same 

family—one claiming to have been the legal husband and 

head of the family in a coreign country, and the other claim- 

ing to have introduced and supported the family in this. , 

‘lth. Officers or soldiers who have died: or been killed in : 
the service of the Gountry, and the administrator obtaminga . , 
certificate for the deceased as the head of a, family, which 
family resides in a foreign country. i 

16th. Persons administering and obtaining certificates, Faves 
while the individuals are still living, for the benefit of whose Haa ai 
heirs the certificates were :-itd. 
| 17th., Several CE ais being issued m tvor ofthe hëirs ` h 
i of one deceased person to different administrators. ? . 
18th.* One person obtainin’ certi£cares in several eounties, 
18th. Persons obtaining certificates who have deeds for 
, their quantum of lands, but which surveys fall short of the 
proper quantity, though not. eoudie üng with previous'surveys. at 

20th. - Citizens of the count ry ./hoipve uided the common 
| énemy, and soldiers of the i invadingz army who have remained 

here, obtaining land certificats. dii 
21st. The mother of illegitiinate children, having no 
' other family at the date of the ‘Declaration of Independenee, _ 
' obtaining certificates as original colonists. . ur. 
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22d. “Persons who were. residing in the country at the sae 
| Declaration of Independence, and absenting themselves during 
"the troublesome period af the ze evolution, return. ag only at the ` z 
k open ing ofthe Land- Office, - md otieinin certificates, as ori- 
q ginal colonists. . é 3 
ko 28d., Transient persons wir: n hw w before the Declare: NE 
i tion of doan ‘certifivc oo: being isted to their admin- Bone 


istrators; 
24th. Special ' grants or . M from: the former 
' Government of Coal huila ang Tesis irc one ncifto eleven 
leagues, upon which the Boars a (a wrissneioss issued cer- 
tificates. a 

25th. Persons spine Leruidaws for i leagne at land ` 
under the act of Congress of December, 18th; 1837, d being 
i NN. 
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i i g 4 : ' 
wounded in battles long anterior to the commencement of our 
revolution, i i ; 

'The foregoing catalogue does not embrace the entire variety 
of certificates which we have refused to recommend, but will 
serve to give some insight to our proceedings. The number 
of acres which we have refused to recommend, from the sup- 
posed illegality of the claims will amount to about two mil- 
lions six hundred thousand. Mairy,of these claimants are 
legally entitled to a portion of the amount for which they ob. 
tained certificates, and perhaps many are entitled to the entire 
quantity for which their certificates call, but for want of more 
Satisfactory evidence than was furnished by the records, we 
refused to recommend them. It will be necessary to consti- . 
tute some tribunal, to enable those to whom certificates have 
been issued for too great an amount, to procure certificates for 
the quantity to which they are legally entitled, and, also, to 
enable those now holding legal certificates, which have not 
been recommerided, to adduce proof sufficient to entitle them : 
to their patents. Thore exe niso a few persons in the country 
entitled to land, who have cot obtained their certificates.— 
The quantity of iene returned by us as genuine, will amount 
to near seven mirus of seres. In this estimate, those are 
included whje« hay; boan issued in an informal manner, and 
every class of legu. eicimzrws. In some counties, the frst, 
Boards of Land Coninissioners continued their official acts’ 
long after they 2r; supersezed by the law constituting the : 

Chief Justice. oad associates. ex-officio Land Commissioners, . 
Land certificates, issusd by an unauthorised board are, of | 
course, wholly visit. From inadvertency in the claimants, | 
they have, in £3. t ansta = 
plication to the i y authorized tribunals. Legislatiye 
action is, therefore. naceseary to’ give them validity. Te: 
claims of those who have c btained second class head-right cer 1 
tificates of 1,730, 516 anc 320 acres have also been examined. ' 
Our examination ef ‘isis class ,has been made, only to ascer- 
tain whether or not ibe claimants were entitled to the certifi- 
cates, at the time they were issued, and not as to a compliance 
with the after conditions. Unless great precaution is used by 
the Government in requiring proof of a compliance with the 
conditions on which these grants were made, rnuch fraud will 
be successtully practised by this class of claimants. ` 
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We would respectfully invite the attention of the honorable 
Congress to a character of claims of the first class which have 
received our recommendation, but subsequently having par- 
tially changed our opinion as to their, legality; we have , 
thought it necessary to communicate the fact to your honor- 
' able body. | i 

Ist. They are such as emigrated to the country ‘prior to 
t the Declaration of Independence, as heads of families; the 
| family dying before the Declaration, leaves the head of the 
! family single, and unless actually admitted as a colonist, during 
the existence ofthe colonization law, and the life-time of the 
| family, such person is only entitled to one-third of a league, as 
a head-right, ifa male, and nothing if a female. i 

+ 2d. In case parents have died in the coüntry, prior to the 


| a colonist, leaving an orphan child, the Constitution only 
guarantees to the child the rights which the parents * pos- 
| sessed” at the time of their death. (See Sec. 10th General . 
f Provision of the Constitution.) The claims of single men, 
t who died before the Declaration of Independence, not admit- 
ted as colonists, though actual residents of the country, rests 
t upon the same uncertain basis. Certificates have, however, 
| been invariably issued in favor of such claimants, as if they 
t had been in existence at the Declaration of Independence ; and 
such claims have received our recommendation. As yet, 
their legality is unsuspected by the elaimant or community. 
y lit is the wish of the Government to respect this character of 
Poss we conceive itis necessary to enact a law recognising | 
them. : 
It is needless, and perhaps presumptuous in us, to remind 
your honorable body of the salutary and happy influence that 
Bero uld be effected by rendering as certain as possible the titles 
i of citizens to the lands which they possess. .Ín our examina- 
tions, such care and scrutiny has been observed, that we think 
| but. few illegai claims have been recommended (except those 
E las, referred to.) We can safely say, the Govérnment would, 
M lose but little public domain by making a full-and unqualified : 
relinquishment in favor of all patentees, whose claims have 
Ẹ passed the ordeal to which they. have been subjected, preclud- 
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| Declaration of Independence, without having been admitted as - , 


| ing all future inquiry by Government or individuals. Ps : 
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. succession of Cullen Spivey, deceased, (who was murdered of; 


and believing, that, from the testimony adduced;'he is entitled *. 
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We have thus imperfectly made known to you the course 
we have adopted on the most important questions that have 
arisen during our examinations. The errors which we have 
committed are, perhaps, not greater than might have been an- 
ticipated from the vague, and in some instances, conflicting 
laws by which we were guided. - Every diversity of opinion 
is held by the-legal men of the country, and the Supreme 
Court has furnished us with no precedents by which we could 
have been governed. Any further explanation of our pro- 
ceedings or information. connected with the subject, which 
may be desired by your henorable body, will be cheerfully 
rendered. : 

The names of a few ind.vidrals are herewith submitted, 
whose certificates were noi recommended from the counties in 
which they were issik d, foy the want of sufficient proof of their 
legality. We nave subsequently become fully satisfied of 
their valicity, an i vespectiiiiy recommend that your honorable 
body woul re3uuedearatested. 

2ICHARD ROMAN, ` 

INO. F. C. HENDERSON, 

JESSE BILLINGSLY. 
Bastrop County, Au at 4th, 1919. 
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WBepori o, Cuyneistiec on Publie Lands. 
Sos |: [Page 107 of Jourrial.] 


A Commirres-Room, Nov. 17, 1840. 
To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives: — - 
The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred », 


the petition of ''homas G. Gordon, administrator on the vacant & 


E 
i 


Goliad on the 26th March, 1836,) having examined the same, i 


to'his bounty, augmentation and dónation land certificate, beg 
leave to report that the prayer of the petitioner be granted, and 
would therefore recommend the passage af the following Reso- 
lution.* / ^  WM.N.PORTER, Chairman. 


* For Resolütion see Laws of Fifth Congress. 
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Report of Committee on Public Lands. - * de 
, [Page 107 of Journal.] ES i 
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> Coninrrrice-Rooit, Nov. 17, 1840. l E # 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Seth Sheldon; praying for one league and labor of : p 
land, in right of Lonis C. Dennison, deceased, have examined. 
| the same, and find from positive testimony that said Louis C. 

l Dennison had, previous to his death, proven up his claim, and ji 

| located the same in Red River County. Your Committee, > | 
| therefore, feel bound to Ipon unfavorably to the prayer ofthe, 

petitioner. i 


WM. N. PORTER, Cia in: 


= * * 
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Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
: i 


[Page 107 of Jonrnal] | l mn 


' November 18, 18 40. 


The Committee on | Publie Lands, to whom was referred e 

$ bill to be entitled an “Act to repeal ‘the Ist and 2nd Sections  .. i 
Roof an ‘Act prohibiting the location of fraudulent land claims,” 

É have had the same under consideration, and after a thorough _ | 
Fuvvesiigation of the subject brought before them,.by its cousi- ^ | 

E deration, beg leave to report a substitute for the same, and | 
mTecommend its passage, as the only means of extending equal 

rights, guarantied by the Constitütion to the citizens of this P. 

Republic. r 


`. WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. A 
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- Calhoun, situate at or near Passo Cabello. This being effected `: 
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Report of Select. Committee, 


4 

. {Page 114 of Jonrnal.] : 

X x x * LA 

"T'he Select Committee, to whom was referred a resolution, 
with instructions to enquire into the expediency of passing a 
law, with a view to unite and consolidate certain collectoral 
districts, having had the same under consideration, beg leave 
to report that ever beu.ing in mind the deranged state of our 
publie finances, tuey cannot ico üiziiy recommend ‘measures 
having a tendency io lescea public expenditure. Believing 
that this sentiment wii Le concurred in by all, your Commit- 
tee can feel no hesitancy in recommeuding a consolidation of 
the. Matagorda a: Lavaca coilectoral districts. To guard 
against all future uceiess enc unnecessary expenditure of the 
publie revenue, itis incumbent on Congress to enquire into 
and ascertain, i? pos iy's, the number of officers now under 
pay in the atorcea‘d coilecioral districts, and if, upon such 


is too large, cz thai tee services of an entire set of Custom- - 
House Officers, can bo sa‘tiy disnefised with, it will be.the 
imperative duty of Congres. to apply the pruningknife. Pre- 
mising thus much and believing in the economy of the plan, 
proposed, your Committee most respectfully urgeits adoption, : 
and in doing so beg leave to call the attention of honorable 
members to the laws now in force defimng the boundaries of 
the Matagorda and Lavaca collectoral districts, by an examin-" | 
ation of which, in connection with the map of Texas, the pro--x 
priety of consolidating the aforesaid districts will be readily}; 
seen, as likewise the good that will be effected thereby, pro^" 
vided the Custom-House of the new district be located at Port ^; 


Governmeiit will, for the future, be freed from the enormous 
expense of supporting an unnecessary number of collectoral 
establishments, as one Custom-House located at Port Calhoun 
will obviate the necessity of a longer continuance of the col- | , 
Zectoral establishments now sitate ln the towns of Mafagorda ! 
H 
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and Linnville; this being conceded, your Committee cannot 
hesitate in approving thé measurethat; the contemplated change 
in relation to the aforesaid districts, if affeeted will effectually 
; close the door against all smuggling. There cannot bea 
doubt, this taken 1n connection with the consideration, that a 


are favorable to the proposed change;leaves us no room to doubt 
of its propriety. Hoping, therefore, that the foregoing will 
meet the approval of Congress, we beg’ leave to report the fol- 
| lowing bill l i á i 
| : PATRICK USHER, Chairman. - 


` Reporti of Committee ‘on County Boundaries. 


i JEN 
[Page 121 of Journal.]. , 


E To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
‘ ‘The, Committee on County Boundaries, to whom was re- 


p and Matagorda, have had the same under consideration.— 
| Your Committee-are of opinion that it would, be a violation of 
| the Constitution to create a new county before taking the 
» census of the people, of two counties which have only one 
f Representative each, inasmuch as the new county created 
b could not have a Representative without increasing the whole 
[number of Representatives of the Republic beyond the num- 
+, ber'stipuleted by the Constitution. But your Committee being 
$ aware that the signers of this petition live at a great distance 
pslrom the county seat of their respective counties, and that they 


j pectfully recommend that they have a judicial district laid off 
; according to the boundaries set forth'in the petition. . Your 
Committee beg leave to report the accompanying bill. 
mM " L.S. HAGLER, 
e Chairman of Commiátieg- 


large majority of the people residing in the aforesaid districts. 


t ferred á petition of sundry citizens of the counties of Colorado . 


"^suffe" great inconvenience in ‘consequence thereof, would res- , 
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Report of Select! Committee." 
[Page 123:0f Journal.] 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of the Mayor of Victoria, in behalf of the corporation of that 
town, praying for permission to appiopriate certain funds to 
the improvement of the“ navigation of the Guadalupe river; 
and also the bill providing for the applieation of said funds to 
the object indicated in said petition, have had the same under) 
consideration, and. ask leave to report—that they know the’ 
petitioner—that he is a man of exalted probity and enterprise, ` 
and that to no one could the execution of said improvements '; 

) be better entrusted. zs : ! 

Tn the opinion of the Committee the corporation funds could | 
not be more judicously applied. The valne of the unsold -! 
portions of the town will be greatly enhanced, a large extent of 
of country accommodated, and the corporation amply secured 1 
and reimbursed, with interest, for the use of the money. 

Upon the whole, the Committee are deeply impressed with 
the importance of the improvements in question, and therefore 
respectfully -recommend the passage-of the bill which they™ 
have the honor now to report back to the House. ; 

f W: D. MLLER, & 
: i i |^. . One of Committee, 4 
wa 
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deport of Committee on Public Lands. 
, [Page 132 of Journal.] ' 

l ‘Commrrrer-Room, Nov. 20, 1840. _ 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred # 

joint resolution, granting a league of land to the heirs of Jesse 

Thompson, deceased, having reviewed all she facts connected 
: 4 
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.with this case, and having received the testimony of the Com- 
missioner. of the General Land Office. certifying that the facts 
as set forth in the preamble of the joint resolution were on 
record in bis office, are impressed with the belief, that the heirs 
of Jesse Thompson, deceased, are entitled to one league of 
land, and would therefore report favorably and advise the pas- 
sage of the joint resolution. : 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


* 


Report of Select Committee on Petition of Norman Woods, 
[Page 134 of Journal.) 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Norman Woods, praying Congress to perfect his title to his 
head-right claim, would beg leave to report that they have had 
the same under consideration, and that on an examination at 
the General Land Office, they found that Mr. Woods’ title to . 
three quarters of a league on Mulberry Fork of the Navidad, 
now in Fayette County, had been almost completed by the 
Empressario and Commissioner; they found the title signed 
by the proper authorities, but in filling it up, the Clerk had 
omitted a part of the field notes of the survey, no doubt, 
through mistake or negligence. 

Your Committee are unanimously of opinion that the prayer 
ofthe petitioner js just, and recommend the passage of the 
following joint resolution for the relief of Norman Woods. 

SEC. 1.— Bet resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Teras, in Congress assembled, 
That the Commissioner of the General Land Office be, and he 
is hereby authorized and required to grant to Norman Woods 
à patent for three quarters of a league of land on the Mulberry 
Fork of the Navidad in Fayette County, (being a part of, his 
head-right claim,) according to the field notes of the same, now 
in the General Land Office. - 
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SEc. 2. —Be it further resolved, That the Commissioner 
General be, and is hereby authorized and required to cancel 
the unfinished deed to the said Norman Woods now on file in 
his office. 


è 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 165 of Journal.] 


Commitrree-Room, Nov. 30, 1840. 


The Committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of R. .T Bryerly, praying relief for certain goods 
piessed by the Government on the 22d November, 1838, and 
therein stating his willingness to receive Land Scrip (issued in 
the form of the Serip issued to Thomas Toby of New-Orleans) 
at fifty cents per acre. Your Committee, after taking an im 
partial survey of the subject, and finding, from an examinatioa 
in Quarter-Master-General’s Office, the facts as set forth in 
the petition, to be correct; and furthermore, that the amount 
of money due him is now subject to his order; and believing 
that no more of the Promissory Notes of the Government 
should be issued than is actually unavoidable, think it advise 
ble to grant him Land Scrip in lieu of the Texas Treasury 
Notes, and would therefore recommend the passage of the 
accompanying joint resolution. 

: WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Post- Offices and Post- Roads. 
[Page 166 of Journal] . 


The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to whom 
was referred the annual communication of the Post-Master- 
General, and the resolution instructing them to inquire into 
the practicability of adjusting the several mail-routes of the 
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Republic to a more economical scale, &c., have had the same 
under consideration, and now beg leave to lay before the House 
with the utmost brevity the result of their examinations, 

'The Hon. the Head of the Post-Office Department has sub- 
mitted to the consideration and action of Congress several 
propositions connected with the successful discharge of his 
official functions, to all of which your Committee have care- 
fully adverted in the prosecution of their inquiries. They 
have based the recommendations which they have the privilege | 
now to make upon mature reflection and investigation of the 
present circumstances which affect the mail establishment of 
the Republic. ‘They have not forgotten to regard the objects 
of their commission as directly and intimately associated with 
ihe pecuniary ability and condition ofthe country. With that 
view, the Committee have sought to ascertain some practicable 
method of rendering the Post-Office establishment less ex- 
pensive than heretofore, and, if possible, producing more to its 
own support. It is not expected, that the revenues of the 
establishment can be made to equal it$ expenditures for several 
years to come. ‘The attempt to effect that object would result, 
at the present day, and under the present circumstances of the > 
nation, in entire failure and general detNment to popular in- 
terests; but in the opinion of your Committee, any measure that 
will secure, from the operation of the establishment itself, the 
highest amount of revenue without publie inconvenience 
and injury, should-be adopted. Under this impresssion, 
the Committee would most respectfully appfoach the House 
with the following recommendations, and agcompanying ob- 
servations, 

Ist. That the existing charges and-fates of postage be 
doubled. The income of the Department for the current year 
vill amount to about twenty thousand dollars, and its disburs- 
ment to about one hundred thousand, leaving a balancé against 
the Government of eighty thousand dollars. The revenues 
for the ensuing year,it is estimated, wil amount to quite 
twenty-five thousand dollars ;"if the postage is doubled, then 
to about fifty thousand dollars. The rates increased, as pro- — 
posed, will vary but slightly from what they were in reality 
one year ago; and will be generally less than: the rates now 
charged in the United States. The rapid decline in the value 
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af the currency of the country, for the last twelve months, 
ought and must be met by a corresponding increase in the 
rates of postage. At any rate, such must be the case, whilst 
the Department receives its dues in. the promissory paper of 
the Government. Were postages collected in gold and silver, 
the legally established rates would be admissible. But col- 
lected, as they are, in depreciated paper—and that paper paid 
out to contractors, at its most depreciated value—it becomes 
indispensably necessary that the Government should adopt 
some means of securing the real,as well as the nominal 
revenues of the Départment. If Congress shall determine to 
collect the revenues of the establishment in gold and silver, 
the Committee would yield their hearty assent ; and in that 
case, they would advise the rates, as at present established, to 
be retained. But as sueh a change, in its expediency, will 


'depend more or less upon the policy adopted by Congress, in 


relàtion to the Government revenues generally, the Committee 
have thought proper to await the action of Congress in this 
particular. 

2nd. That the commissions now allowed Post-Masters be 
reduced one-half, excepting the Post-Masters at Austin, Hous- 
ton and Galveston. Each Post-Master will then receive as 
large a sum in the form of commissions, as now, provided no 
increase was made in the rates of postage and the commissions 
notreduced. Itis believed, also, that the compensation which 
the present incumbents derive from their collections is but a 
partial inducement to the acceptance of office. To a ma 
jority, however, the privileges appertaining to the office under 
the law are sufficiently valuable to induce them to discharge 
its duties, were no compensation whatever given in the form 
of commissions. This reduction, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, while it will not prejudice the faithful discharge of 
duties, will yield something to the aggregate income of the 
Department. There will, of course, be no additional increase 
of labor in the severa] offices, by the execution of this proposi- 
tion. 

3rd. ‘That any office yielding less than twenty dollars pet 
quarter after the first quarter be discontinued by the Post- 
Master-General. This will relieve the Department from the 
heavy burthen of sustaining many unimportant and unpro- 


E 
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fitable routes. From the income of every office, however 
insignificant, must be deducted the commissions, and, also, 
what would arise from the non-existence of the privilege of 
franking, which the head of every such office is entitled to 
under the laws. "P 

Ath. ‘That no offices shall be established or permitted with- E 
in twelve miles of each other. ‘The reasons assigned under 
the last head will apply with equal force here ; and, moreover, 
the Committee are of opinion, that, ın numerous instances, 
the mails are unnecessarily diverted from their proper course, 
retarded, and not unfrequently injured by being so often over- 
hauled and opened. 
. 5th. That printers or publishers be required by Jaw to put 
up their papers and packages in substantial wrappers or en- 
velopes of paper, left open at one.end, and the whole securely 
tied with strong twine ; the number of the papers to be noted 
on the wrappers and the whole superscription to be written or 
printed in large and legible letters and figures; and that Post- 
Masters be directed not to receive or' mail them, unless this 
requisition be complied with. The Committee unite with the 
Post-Master-General in recommending the enactment of some 
provision ef this kind to secure the safety of packages con- 
veyed by mail. They are assured that the want of this pre- 
caution is and bas been the cause of much unmerited com- 
plaint against the agents of the Department employed in the 
offices or in the transportation ofthe mails. 

6th. That Post-Masters be required by law to collect post- 
age on newspapers for each quarter in advance. 

7th. That the Post-Master-General be authorized to prose- : I 
cute persons who make proposals for carrying the mail, and 
afterwards refuse to enter into contract, under the bid accepted - 
by the Department, for the difference between the bid so ac- 
cepted and the sum for which contracts shall afterwards be 
made in the same cases, 

. 8th. That the Post-Master-General be authorized to con- 
tract hereafter for the payment of the dues of the Department 
in par money, or in promissory notes, at his option. This 
provision will secure the Government against loss from the 
depreciation of the Treasury paper and from loss by its im- . 
provement in value..^ l i 
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9th. That no semi-weekly mail be allowed in the Repnblic, 
except between Austin and Houston and Galveston, during 
the session of Congress only; and that the Post- Master-General 
be authorized, in his discretion to make such changes in the 
frequency of the transportation of the mails on the several 
routes, as the revenues and appropriations to this branch of 
the publie service will justify. - Upon a comparison of the 
revenue, distances, cost and extent of accomodations, the Post. 
Master-General will be better able than a Committee of the 
House can be, to decide upon the relative importance of the 
several routes. ‘The Committee believe that there are many 
routes on which the times of transportation may be reduced 
from weekly to semi-monthly trips. 'Phey would, however, 
particularly except from this remark the main routes from the 
coast to the Seat of Government, and the main line from the 
extreme East to the extreme West. 

LOth. That it be left discretionary with the Post-Master- 
General to impose a forfeiture of not less than the entire pay 
of the trip, nor more than three times that amount in every 
case of failure. 

lith. That there be provision made to compel prompt de- 
livery of allletters carried by boats plying on the waters of 
the Republic—and the postages on ship lettters increased, &c. 
&c., as shown in the accompaying bill. 

12. Under the resolution of instructions to inquire into the 
practicability of adjusting the several mail routes to a’ more 
economical scale, &c., the Committee have to state that they 
have not been able to obtain sufficient data to authorize a 
recommendation of any particular change; consequently all 
their suggestions are made under the general view and design 
of affecting the interest of the establishment beneficially, 
through the enlightened discretion of the Post-Master-General 
only. To have done otherwise, the Committee must have 
xnown the strength, want and relative distances of every 
neighborhood in the country, as well those that are, as those 
that are not supplied with mail facilities. From a tabular 
statement, which was furnished the Committee by the Depart- 
ent, they have been able to learn the revenues of the respec- 
tive offices, but nothing more ; and it is entirely beyond the 
power of the Department to furnish the Committee, without 
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immense labor and time, with the data by which they might 


_ proceed to adjust the routes upon the system indicated in the 


- 


said resolution. ; - 

The Committee beg leave to report a bill, embracing -the 
provisions suggested and recommended in this paper. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. 


W. D. MILLER, 
: £ One of the Committee. 
d. 


Report of Select Committee. 
[Page 166 of Journal] 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
with instructions to enquire into the expediency of forthwith 
authorizing and requiring the Commissioner General of the 
Land Office to commence the issuing of land patents upon all 
claims returned by the Travelling’ Board of Land Commis- 
sioners as genuine ; to ascertain what number of additional 
clerks are necessary to carry on the said business with des- 
patch, and of the propriety of appointing some person to sign 
the President’s name to said patents, and to report the same 
back to the House, have had the same under consideration, 
and after due examination and information had and obtained 
hoth at the Land Office and from the President, beg leave to 
report : That, in accordance with the law of the last Congress 
to detect fraudulent land certificates, the Commissioners 
appointed under said act have reported a large amount of 
claims to the General Land Office as legal and just, and 
obtained according to the provisions of law, also a large num- 
ber of another class which the said Commissioners have 
reported as justly entitled, but have been issued without the 
strict formality of law; your Committee, therefore, the .pre- 
mises considered, are of opinion that much inconvenience, 
great expense and great injustice would be done to these who 


' have just claims, but have not been recommended by the 
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Commissioners for patenting (on account of some informality - 
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: 3j in the record,) should they again be compelled to re-establish: 
7 9! their claims before a Board of Land Commissioners, or an 
MEN box QI. y 
NE other of the judicial tribunals of the country, and that such a 
L "Y. course would result with no benefit to. the Republic what- 
kr ever. Your Committee, therefore, recommend that all claims 
PR n 
ko returned heretofore, or which may hereafter be returned, as 
: di genuine, and justly entitled, should be patented without further 
8t delay. Your Committee find that blank patents have been 
d obtained, and all the necessary dgrangements made to com- 
a mence their issue. The Commissioner-General of the Land 


Office is of opinion that two additional clerks more than he is 
now allowed by law, would be necessary to facilitate the busi- 
ness of the office, should he be required to forthwith commence 
the issue of patents; your Committee, therefore, recommend 
that he be authorized to employ said additional number.— 
‘Your Committee find further, that from the very ill state of 
health of the President, it will be impossible for him to sign 
said patents, therefore recommend the appointment of some 
discreet person to make said signatures; and for the purpose 
of carrying oug said object, your Committee beg leave to sub- 
mit a bill to that effect, and recommend its passage. 
I. VAN ZANDT, 
M. B. MENARD, Committee. 
GEO. BLOW, \ 
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Report of the Majority of the Committee on the State of the 
Republic. "nu 


[Page 188 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred a bill entitled an Act to provide for taking the census, 
have had the same under consideration, and after giving the 
subject their serious and candid attention, your Committee, or 
at least a majority of them, have come to the conclusion that 
it would be very impolitic, at present, to pass the bill referred 
to them, because it would, in their opinion, be a useles ex- 
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pense for little or no profit; in fact they are of opinion that 
much greater injury to the publie interest wonld result.from 
the measure thau advantage, under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances that possibly exist. The majority of the Commit- 
tee refrain from stating in this report the reasons which operated 
on them to bring them to the conelusion on the subject above 
stated, but will leave that to be stated verbally when the sub- 
ject comes before the House. 
WILLIAM MENEFEE, Chairman. 


Counter Report of a Minority of the Committee on the State 
of the Republic. 


[Page 188 of Journal.] 7 


To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, : 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 

The undersigned, members of the Committee on the State 
of the Republic, to whom was referred the bill entitled “An 
Act to provide for taking the Census,” availing themselves of 
the privilege guaranted | to all persons of a free government to 
: declare their sentiments upon matters in which they feel an 
Interest, unawed by a majority, do make this report upon the 
subject of said bill. They would be rejoiced, if possible, to 
act in conceit with the members of said Committee, but 
cannot so do, without yielding up their own judgments, and 
sacrificing, without cause, their own reason and views,— 
The undersigned form a minority of their associates, and as 
such minority, report-that 1t is proper and politie that the cen- 
. sus should be taken. | It is a well-established fact that many 
counties, possessed of great wealth and numerous inhabitants, 
stand in the councils of the nation with. no, more influence 
or voice, than districts with a sparse population and little 
wealth. No one. at this time of. the world, will deny that 
representation. and taxation. are and should, be synonymous ; 
that the majority should govern, and that, in a free govern- 
ment, men should be allowed to impose their own taxes , and 
adopt the laws by which their liberties and lives are to be pro- 
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tected. If a minority have an equal voice in the Congress of 
the country, are not the rights which a republican government 
guaranties to her citizens violated? The undersigned deem 
that they are! ‘They hold that if counties of weak popula- 
tion ean 1mpose laws upon the people of densely populated 
districts, that then majorities have not the power which, under 
our systems, they are entitled to exercise. 

Your Committee cannot be influenced by the feelings which 
a majority express, that if the census is taken, Texas will 
prove that she is but small in population, and too weak to be 
admitted among the nations of the earth ; that if the census is 
taken, the United States and foreign powers will discover 
that the estimates of the number of our inhabitants have been 
false and unfounded. As regards this matter, we feel perfect 
independence. With an army of six hundred and forty men 
the liberties we now enjoy were won from a stern despot, at 
the head of a numerous force, and backed by the energies and 
wealth of eight millions of souls. In this struggle for freedom, 
the nations whose alliance we now seek did not give us either 
arms or men, and in its perpetuation, will, perhaps, give us 
no assistance. We now stand as a free government; have 
adopted our own systems, and are, 1egardless of numbers, de- 
termined to stand free and. independent. 

Your Committee, urged by the views herein contained, do 
xeport in favor of the bill, and ask its adoption by the House. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES 8. MAYFIELD, 
THOMAS B. HULING. 


Communication from the Secretary of State. 
[Page 207 of Journal.] 
STATE DEPARTMENT, 1 
: Dec. 3, 1840. 


Sıx :—In accordance with the resolution of the honorable 
the House of Representatives, of the 2d inst., the undersigned, 
Secretary of State, has the honor to submit the enclosed docu- 
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ment, marked A, as presenting a schedule of all the publie 


buildings, known as such by “the undersigned, and were all 
of them erected under a contract with E. Waller ; Eisq., before 
the removal of the Government from the city of Houston.— 
The undersigned is unable to give any information as to the 
authority by which any additional buildings have been 
erected for the use of the Quarter-Master and Commissary- 
Generals Department, nor has he any information as to what 
sueh buildings cost, or out of what appropriation paid ; but 
can only say, that they have not been paid for out of any ap- 
propriation under the control of this Department. 

The undersigned has the honor to be, i 

With great respect, your obedient servant. 

, ABNER 8. LIPSCOMB. 
Hon: Davin S. KAUFMAN, 

‘Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


nete 


DOCUMENT A. 


Henin of Lots upon which Public Buildings are 
erected. 


Block. Lot. 
124 1 L. P. Cook's residence. i 
5 6 Kitchen adjoining L. P. Cook's residence, in the 
rear alley between. 
110 6 Occupied by Committee on Finance. : 
i 7 Unoccupied. 
98 5 Now occupied by State Department as store- room 
for Laws, Journals, &c. 
« 9 
" 10 5 Capitol. 
« il ; 
83 6° State Department. 
* 3 Judge Burnet’s, 
H 1 Navy Department. 
"^ 12 Judge Webb's. [This is separated from 11 83, 


by a line drawn between the Executive Office 
and Judge Webb’s.} 
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Bloek. Lot. 
55 4 Treasury Building. 
43 7 Land Office. 
19 6 Post-Master-General. 
40 1 Occupied by Commissioner of Revenue. 
Ai 9 Pay-Master-General and Stock Commissioner. 
56 10 Commissary-General. 
84 1 First Auditor’s Office. 
« 3 War Department. 
* — 6 Adjutant-General’s Office. 
97 1 Quarter-Master-General’s do. 
111 3 Mason’s residence. 
S5 4 
5 
8 
9 
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"The within list is correct, 
WM. SEYEY, | 
Acting Seeretary Treasury. 
Treastry DEPARTMENT, / 
November 28, 1840. y 


Letter and Documents from War Department. 
[For Message see page 211 of Jouryal.] 


Wan DrPARTMENT, / 
City of Austin, Dec. 1, 1840. . 4 
To His Excellency MigABEAv B. Lamar :— ; 

Sin :—1 have the honor to enclose a letter just received 
from Col. Wm. G. Cooke, commanding first regiment of 
infantry, together with various estimates for supplies to be 
furnished the troops stationed on Red River and ‘Trinity. 1 
would respectfully recommend that the letter and accompa- 
nying documents be referred to the honorable Congress. 

Iwouid,likewise, most respectfully call the attention of 
your Excellency to the fact that most of the appropriations 


for the army have been expended : and that the heads of the 
different Bureaux, in furnishing the necessary supplies, are 
compelled to contract debts, I would request of your Excel- 
Jency to urge upon Congress the necessity of speedy action 
relative to this snbject. E A 
I have the honor to he, 
Yoür most obedient servant, 

B.T ARCHER. 

Secretary of War. 


" Sfamp on Bois d'Arc. / 
"HG Nov. 14. IBAU. ^ . y 
Hon. B. T. ARCHER, 
Necretury of War: 

Sir :—1 joined the troops at Lattle River agreeably to my 
arrangements on the 9th of September where 1 remained five 
days, waiting for the mules which were to be furnished me at 
that place, but which were net delivered. in the mean time 
the beeves escaped through the neglect of the guard; the 
Quarter-Master made ar rangéments to farnish others, but as 
they could not be obtained immediately, I started for the Bra- 
zos without them, (where I had ordered Capt. Holiday to join 
me,) leaving directions to d: the beeves diiven on as soon 
as possible. 

Í arrived at the Waco v anaes on the 17th. where I remained 
nutl the Quarter-Master came up with the supplies, when 
I again took up the linc of mareh forthe Trinity, making but 
slow progress, on account of crossing the creek bottom with 
our waggons. 

Owing to the dryness of the season we were obliged to en- 
camp, in two or three instances, without water; upon‘one of 
these occasions, at Chamber’s Creek, some of our men went 
back upon the trail for water, and, contrary to orders, without 
their muskets ; they were attacked by the Indians, probably 
ten or fifteen in number, und five of them were killed. Upon 
the same night a severe norther blew up, during which our 
cattle again broke away from the guard and escnped, though 
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every exertion was made to recover them. ‘They were pro- 
bably driven away by the Indians, who were prowling about 
our camp, from the Brazos to the Trinity. We averaged but 
about six or eight miles per day, both on account of the difti- 
culty of getting through the bottoms, and the bad condition of 
our mules. After the loss of our beeves, we were entirely 
without provisions, with the exception of sugar and coffee, no 
corn being taken upon the expedition. 

From Little River to the Brazos, we found buffalo in abun- 
dance, and also for several days alter we left Chamber’s Creek, 
but as we approached the Trinity, game became scarce, and 
before we reached the main bottom, we were obliged to subsist 
for several days on dogs, mules and horses. 

In this state of affairs I saw it was impossible to get to the 
settlements with the wagons, or even with the sick ; and being 
informed by the pilot that it was but two days! ride to the set- 
tlements, on the Sulpher Fork of Red River, I concluded to 
leave a part of my command and march on for supplies, caleu- 
lating to reach the settlements in five days. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Clendenin, at his own request, was left on the west side of 
the Trinity, with the waggons, sick and forty men asa guard. 

The fifth day alter leaving the Trinity, we struck a thicket 
(supposed by our guide to be the head waters of the Sabine) 
which we were five days in eu‘ting through. On the tenth 
day after leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Clendenin, we struck 
the trail of Chihuahua traders, which took us to the settlement 
on the Bois d'Arc fork of Red River, where we were received 
very hospitably by Mr. Baily Inglish, and furnished with sup- 
plies, after having been without beef twenty-two days. 

Arrangements were immediately made to send assistance to 
the command on the Trinity ; a company was sent back with 
beeves, oxen to draw the waggons, &c. Four men who have 
returned state they arrived there on the 5th inst., but too late 
1o meet with Colonel Clendenin's command. Captains 
Skerret and Houghton were there with forty men, who had 
followed us from Austin. Captains S, and H. had reached 
there on the 4th inst.; they stated they had found a note 
signed by Col. Clendenin, dated the 3d inst., stating that he 
had been starved out; that he had eaten the most ofhis mules 
and horses ; that he was obliged to leave for the settlements, 
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aud that he expected to return in eight or ten days. I have 
heard nothing of Col. Clendenin, but expect he has gone down 
the Trinity. He had, when I left him, about twenty horses 
and mules. ' 

Upon the arrival of Capt. Skerret with his command, I 
shall proceed to obey my orders respecting the Military Road. 
The soldiers here are in fine health and condition. I have 
selected a fine situation for the Post on Red River, ten miles 
above Coffee's Station, where supplies can be easily obtained, 
and where itwill afford the most protection against the Indians. 


I am told by Mr. Coffee that he, with many of the settlers, ` 


were about to leave, but that otir arrival has altered their de- 
termination. T'he papers, muster-rolls, &c., are at the Trinity, 
which will prevent the proper returns being made to the De- 
partment. 
° I am, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
‘ tos WM. G: COOKE, 
Col. Com. First Reg’t Inf't. 
A true copy from the original. > : 
' B. COZBY TOD, 


Ast Clerk in Adj. & Inspr Gens Office. 


—À a 


Estimate of Funds required for the Detachment of Troops 


stationed on Red River and Trinity, under the Command. 


of Wm. G. Cooke, Col. Commanding First Reg’t of In- 
| faniry, as per Estimates and Requisitions of H. L. Grush, 
Quarter- Master, for the quarier ending March 31, 1841. 


Required, fifteen thousand dollars. 


I certify the above amount of fifteen thousand dollars will 
be required for disbursement by this Department for the first 
quarter of 1841, as per estimate and requisitions of FI. L, Grush, 
Quarter-Master first regiment of infantry. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Acting Quarter-Master-Generat. 


QvARTER-MasrER-GENERAL's OFFICE, ; 
City of Austin, Dec. 1, 1840. $ 
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Estimate of Funds required for the Subsistence Depart- 
ment from the Detachment of Troops, stationed on Red | 
Fiver and the Trinity. under the command of William 
GŒ. Cooke, Colonel Commanding First. Regiment of In. 
faniry, as per estimates and requisitions of H. L. Grush, 
Quarter Master and Acting Commissary of Subsistence - 
for the Quarter ending March 3T. 1541. 


Required, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 


1 certify that the above amount of ten thousand fire hundred 
dollars will be required for disbursements by this Department 
for the first quarter of 1541. ae per estimates and requisitions 
of H. L. Grush, Quarter-Master and Acting Comnessary of 
Subsistence first regiment of infantry. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 


Commissary- General Subsistence. 


CowMiISsAR y-GreNr RAUS OFFICE, ? 
Austin. Deceniber 1, 1840. y : 


— 
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Estimate of cost of Lad. required for Col. Wm. C. Cooke, 
First Regiment Infantry. 


One thousand two hundred and fifty pounds of lead. at 

twenty-five cents per pound, - $312 50 silver. 
GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 

Colonel of Ordnance: 


» 


FIRDNANCE DgPARTMENI, 
December I, 1510. 
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Evidence in relation to Land Titles, taken before Joint 
Committee on Public Lands. 


[Page 202 of Journal.] 


Contract of Williams, Johnson and Peebles. 


Free State of Coahuila and Texas. 


Mosr ijxcnrngmwT ijrz:—The Colonists, Samuel M. 
Williams, F. Y. Johuson and Robert Peebles, at present m 
this Capit«i, res, cetfuily :epresent to your Excellency, that 
having infos o themselves of the tenor of the law of 19th 
April, 1834, e.c ^ *;7 ug your Excellency to make use of all 
the resources “i iio.) ate to restrain the arrogance of the wild 
Indians, by which: . your Excellency is authorized to dis- 
pose of four hundred leagues of land for that purpose, they 
have conceive 1 the iden of blending the object ef this benevo- 
lent design vit iie augmentation of the population by means 
‘of a contract, which we offer your Excellency, strictly and 
literally to fulfil. 

We obligate ourselveé to place, subject to the orders of your 
Excellency, one thousand able-bodied men, with all their 
equipments of war for the term of one year, and we will cause 
them to rendezvous at the place which may be designated to 
us within the term of four months at most, on the condition 
that, in compensation for our labors, the four hundred leagues 
ofland be granted to us,—that the private contract which we 
may make with each individual, according to his rank in the 
militia, be guarantied,—that we be furnished with rules and 
regulations for their organization, and, also, the necessary 
protection from.the interference of the political chiefs. Should 
these propositions meet the approbation of your Excellency, 
we will present ourselves in the hall of your Excellency's 
Bureau, to extend our proposals agreeably to your Excelleney's 
ideas of the necessity and utility of the undertaking, and the 
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desires with which we are animated to render a service to the 
State which we have adopted as our conatry, and thereby en- 
able her to free herself from the evils and perplexities that 
trammel her. 
Most excellent Sir. 
SAMUEL M. WILLIAMS, 
ROBERT PEEBLES, 
F. W. JOHNSON. 
MoxcLova, May 11, 1835. 


As the object of the law of 19th April, 1834, is manifestly 
for the express purpose of enabling this Gover nment to protect 
the lives and property of her citizens, continually sacrificed to 

the ravages, cruelty and treachery of the savage tribes of In- 
dians, —the Executive, desirous to obtain so important an 
object, without increasing the already too onerous duties of 
the Supreme General Government, has, by virtue of the powers 
vested in him by law, concluded to admit the above-mentioned 
propositions upon ic following terms : ^ 

ÁnTIiCLE Ist. ‘The contractors, Sa. l M. Williams, F. 
W. Johnson and Robert Peebles are bou, . to place at the dis- 
posal of the Supreme Government of the State, within the 
term of two months, five hundred able-bodied men, expeit in 
the use of arms, at such part of the State as shall be designated. 
and another five hundred within four months from the date of 
this contract. 

Arr. 2nd. The contractors wil! raise the number of mili- 
tia herein designated by voluntary enlistment, and in no other 
manner ; said militia being organized into companies,—will 
nominate their officers with the exception of those of the first 
grade, who will be appointed by the Empresarios. 

Amr. oid. The individual contracts made with the men 
for the quantity of land which may be agreed upon according 
to tne rauk of « each, are hereby cnarantied, and the contractors 
are authorized to dispose of four hundred leagues of the vacant 
lunds of the State for this purpose. 

Aut. Ath. The Empresarios will issue to the soldiers 
acoressid, warrants expressing the quantity of land according 
to contract, and to the services each one has to render. 

ART. 5th, The Government will regulate the method it 
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may deem most simple and suitable for the issuing of the titles, 
which shall be done by the Alcaldes of the municipalities 
upon the warrants aforesaid. 

ART. 6th. The Empresarios are under the most rigoipus 
obligations te see that the militia are well prepared with good 
arms, and a sufficiency of ammunition for the year of the expe- 
dition, for ihe purpose of warfare, whatever may be the con- 

umptiotr from repeated encounters. 

ArT. 7th. At the expiration of the year, one thousand 
fire-arms, which shall have pcen used in the expedition, shall 
remain subject to the orders of the Government, and should 
any of them be the private property of any of the militia, they 
shall be replaced by the Empresarios ; the same shall be done 
with 1iespeet to the equipments ard camp equippage with 
which they may have been furnished. 

Arr. 8th. The militia being placed at the point of desti- 
nation at the. disposal of the Government, it shall be the 
care of the Goveinment to furnish. them with the ordinary 
aliment, such, as in its judgment, the circumstances and the 
destiny or sparseness of the population ef the country will 
admit, as well as to furnish horses to those who may need 
them. 

Art. 9th. As the militia, in the location of their lands, 
may disseminate themselves throngh different neighborhoods, 
they shall remain members of that in which their land is situ- 
ated, if the liunts are prescribed,—if not, then of that to which 
they may be nearest. 

Art. 10th. In all matters not herein expressed, the con- 
tractors and settlers are held subject to the Organic Law, the 
Federal Constitution, general laws, and the Constitution and 
laws of the State. 

ArT. llth. At the place where the Executive authority 
resides, there shall be an ageat of the Empresarios, to provide 
arms and ammunition, and whatever is required by article 
6th. j 

Art. 12th. The contract shall be null and void upon the 
failure of any of the conditions herein stipulated. 

And both partics having agreed upon the foregoing, after 
having meditated and well understood each article herein 
contained,—they signed the same in the presence of the under- 
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signed, Secretary of State of this Government, in the Capitol 
of Monclova, this thirteenth day of the month ot May of the 
year 1835. 

: A. VIESCA. 
SawuEL M. WirLrAWs, 
F. W. Jounson, 
R. PEEBLES. 


$ 


I Marrano IRALA, Secretary. 


1, L Mariano Irala, Secretary of State of the Supreme Go- 
vernment of the State of Coahuila and Texas, hereby certify 
that the foregoing certified copy, is, in all its parts, the same 
as the original on file in the archives of this office in my 
charge, from which it was drawn by order of his Excellency 
the Governor. . 

[ Signed ] I. MARIANO IRALA. 

Moncrova, May 14, 1835. 


The foregoing is a correct translation ofa duly authenticated 
copy in Spanish now on file in this office, —General Land 
Office of the Republic of Texas, Austin, April 23, 1840. 

THOMAS G. WESTERN, 
Translator per Contract. 


NUMBER. 2. 
Testimony of the Commissioner- General of the Land Office 


In reply to interrogatory propounded to Mr. Borden, he 
states that he knows that one title of ten leagues of land to 
himself, and one league each to two of his brothers, of like 
amount, were made out and came to him officially, without 
his procurement or knowledge, no consideration having ever 
been paid by him for the same, nor does he believe that any 
consideration was paid for either of the titles made out to his 
brothers,—and he further believes that they were made out, 
without the knowledge or consent of either of them. 

In reply to the second inte1rogatory, that it appears, from 
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the record in his office, that the whole number of men, pur- 
porting te have been enlisted under the contract of Williams, 
Peebles and Johnson, was forty-one. 

In reply to the third interrogatory, he states, that, from the. 
titles handed over to him, by Mr. Taylor, after a close exami- 
nation, the indication to his mind was that they had not been 
long signed, the sand on the signature, &c.—hence, his con- 
clusion that they were dated since the closing of the Land 
Office—and that more than half of them bore the date on the 
face, subsequent to the closing of the Land Office, 1835, and 
were delivered to him in 1837 and 1838, and were dated 1835 
and 1836. 


T'estimony of Senator Gaines. 


Senator Gaines, being called to make statement of eertain 
facts, stated :— 

I accidently called ia as interpreter to Aldrete and Prentiss, 
at Nacogdoches, in 183—. Aldrete claimed to have been sent 
as a deputy from Madeira, and not from the Government, and 
exhibited a paper in confirmation thereof, for 3 eleven league 


grants, to be located on the Trinity 11ver. The land specula- _ 


tars of, or at Nacogdoches, then made application to him to 
get orders of serves for other eleven league grants, to be lo- 
eated on Red River. He refused; they overruled him by 
assurances, thet, if the Government disapproved of his conduct 
or cours», they would lose their money. Complaints, conse- 
quertly, were mads io the Government against Aldrete, for 
having 5s«zed these orders of survey, by the, Political Chief. 
[t.appezied that M. B. M— was the bearer of the com- 
plaints to Moneio:s, and also wrote to the chief of thé De- 
partment at Monclova {after he had an interview) that Aldrete 
Was an imposier, and could assert the same, based upon good 
authori iry-—the anthority from whence emanated all commis- 
sions to make titio, 1 thon wrote, myself, to the celled Attorney- 
General, (bad imere properly the Assessor- General) stating 
the courte porsued by Aldrete in making said eleven league 
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grants, therein pointing out the consequences which were 
most likely to ensue from the dissatisfaction manifested by the 
Indians, &c. Whereupon he (Aldrete) and all his documents 
were ordered to appear forthwith at Monclova, by the proper 
authority, to answer for his conduct. 

From what occuired after the return or arrival of M—— d, 
it seemed that he (M d! took rather an active part in the 
eleven league grants. i 

During a debate in the Senate Chamber, at last session, 
Oliver Jones asserted Aldrete to be an imposter, d&c. &c. &e. 


NUMBER 3. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, Dec. 12, 1840. 


Hon. Roperr POTTER : 

SIR :—In reply to your verbal request of to-day, wishing to 
know what evidence of B. R. Milam’s claim of eleven leagues 
of land is on file in this office, 1 have to state, that by a list of 
grants forwarded to the Politieal Chief of the Department of 
Bexar, and which is now on file in this office, it appears that 
eleven leagues of land were granted to Benjamin Robert Milam, 
on the 29th Dec., 1829, by the state of Coahuila and Texas, 
I also find that a survey for said Milam is referred to in a cer- 
tified copy of title to José Antonio Valdez Y. Gonzales, as 
forming a part of the boundary of said Gonzales’ land, which 
is all the evidence of Milam's claim on file within my recol- 


lection at this time. 


Yours, very respectfullv, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 


~ 


NUMBER 4. 


Answer Ist. I recollect that the Bowles received from 
the Mexican Government a uniform, a sword and a Colonel's 
commission for services 1endered to the Mexican Government 
in ading to suppress the revolution set on foot by Colonel H. 
Edwards in the latter part of 1826. 

Ans. 2d. General Teran and Col. Priedres I know to have 
been the fathers of the law of tbe 6th of Apiil, 1830, and they 
believing that the enaction of that law would prevent any 
further 1ngress of North American settlers, their next object 
was to settle the Cherokees, and other North American Indiaus, 
upon the extreme North-Western frontier of this country for 
the purpose of forming a barrier -between the citizens of the 
country and the Comanche Indians. It was also their inten- 
tion of forming a military colony in Texas,—the project of 
establishing the same was, drawn by Col onel Priedres, was 
shown to me by him, and that colony was to be established 
on the lands at present known as the Cherokee nation. This 
was told me by Col. Priedres. 

Ans. 3d. There hever were any instructions given (to the 
best of my recollection) to the authorities of Nacogdoches, by 
the Federal Government of Mexico. But the State Govern- 
ment did, from ume to time, enjoin upon the authorities of 
Nacógdoc! ies to try and preserve peace with the Indians of 
Texas, 

Anz. 4th. In consequence of the authorities of the State of 
Coaui'a and Texas having oe upon the authorities of 
Nacogdoches to preserve peace with the Indians, Henry Rueg, 
the Political Chief of that Department did order tha: none of 

the Iudian improvements should be included in any surveys. 
He also ordeied one or more families to. remove from among 
the Cherokee Incians, because it had been represented to said 
Political Chief that the said fannlies were stealing the Indians’ 
hogs aud cattle. I was the Secretary of the said Political 
Chief, and know very well that he did not remove, or cause 
] 
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said families to be removed, for any other cause than the one 
above stated. 

Ans. 5th. The Political Chief, H. Rueg, left Texas be- 
cause he would not join in declaring Texas independent of 
mexico, and for no other reason did he leave. 

Ans. 6th. Iknow nothing. 

Axs. 7th. Aldrete at first refused to give possession of lands 
within the twenty border leagues, believing he had no right 
to do so; butthe persons interested represented to him that the 
twenty border leagues were exempted by the Federal Govern- 
ment from being colouized by foreigners, but that the eleven 
league grants having been sold to Mexicans, might be located 
withiu the said border leagues, upon which Aldrete, after much 
hesitation, and the persons interesied telling him that they 
were willing to run the risk, proceeded to issue titles. 

Ans. &th. I do not claim, nor do I own any lands, either 
directly or indirectly, within the limits of the country in ques- 
tlon. 


ADOLPHUS STERNE. 


NUMBER 5. 


Answer Ist. Governor Salcedo visited Nacogdoches in 
1810 for the purpose of examining the land titles of the coun- 
try,—re-validate them—curtail them; or augment them, as the 
abilities of the parties might warrant; but the revolution 
breaking out, the original titles were packed up and taken off 
to San Antonio. 

Ans. 2d. In 1827, the Government of Mexico, after its 
emancipation and organization, issued a resolution, or what I 
would call a proclamation, ordering the authcrities to notify 
all persons interested to re-petition the Government for a con- 
clusion and ratification of such titles, in accordance with the 
colonization laws, which, otherwise, would be takan for granted 
they abandoned any further desire of continuing in possession 
of such claims. 


Áws. 3d. There were, as well as I can recollect, six or 


seven old claims ratified in the East or Nacogdoches Depart- 
ment. 

Ans. 4th. The claims now ratified, as above stated, were 
generally viewed by the deponent as null and void, and still 
views them as such. 

JOHN DURST. 


NUMBER 6. 


Commirree-Room, Dec. 9, 1840. 


The following is the Testimony given before the Joint 
Committee of both Houses of Congress on Public Lands. 


Mr. Durst being questioned as to the claims of Durst & 
Williams, stated, that the Constitution having made provision 
in regard to those titles, he conceived that it was surplus to 
put any questions to him, touching them or those of Mason. 
Mr. Durst, in reply to a question, states that he was the com- 
missioner appointed by the Government of Coahuila and 'T'exas 
fo issue titles under the grant of John T. Mason ; that he now 
has possession of the commission, but has never issued a title 
in pursuance of it. Mr. Durst is informed (by common report)" 
that James Bowie assumed the authority to issue titles under 
the same (Mason's) grant, and did issue the same in the town 
of Nacogdoches. (Commnssioners for issuing eleven league 
claims within the Department of Nacogdoches have been in 
the habit of dividing them into several claims, as low as single 
leagues. Mr. Durst, in’ answer to a question, further states, 
that he was at the Seat of Government of the state of Coahuila 
and Texas when Gen. T. J. Chambers, then acting as Chief 
Judge of the Department of Texas, submitted his application 
for concessions of land, as compensation for his judicial ser- 
vices ; that the Governor replied to the application—stated 
that he could not authorize a concession of lands-for his ser- 
vices, but that if he would make out and submut his report in 
compliance with the law, requiring him to organize the courts 
of said Department, he would give him a draft upon the Trea- 
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surer for the amount in money for his services. Mr. Durst 
recolleets that when Governor Viesca was in Nacogdoches in 
the fall of 1835, then in the act of leaving Texas, the Governor, 
in conversation, stated to Mr. Durst, that no concession of land 
to said 'T. J. Chambers had ever been authorized or ratified 
by him. Mr. Durst further states, that Governor Viesca exer- 
cised the executive power of the State from the time of the 
application above mentioned of the said T. J. Chambers, until 
ihe dissolution of the Governmerit by the revolution. Mr. 
Durst further states that the services which were made the 
foundation for the application of said Chambers for land, never 
were rendered by said Chambers. 
, JOHN DURST. 


Mr. Aldrich being sworn, states that in the year 1535, he 
surveyed about four hundred leagues of land. Part of it was 
surveyed in the spring and summer, and part in the fall- The 
surveys above-mentioned, were made by order of Radford 
Berry, Alcalde of Nacogdoches. Mr. Aldrich states he was 
paid for the above surveys by Francis W. Johnson, Dr. Peebles 
and S. Williams. Tbe said surveys were made on the head- 


waters of the Sabine, Sulpher Fork of Red River, and waters’ 


of the Trinity. He states the contracts for the above-men- 
tioned surveys were made by Doctor Irion with Mosely Baker, 
Francis Johson and Dr. Peebles, and that he (Mr.’ Aldrich) 
co-operated with Dr. Irion in making said surveys, and that 
he (Mr. Aldrich) was to receive twenty leagues as compensa- 
tion for making the survey. Mr. Aldrich further states, it 
was usual for surveyors to make surveys, and sell the field- 
netes afterwards without having in their possession any order 
of survey. 


Mr. Aldrich submitted the following documents as authority 
for the above-mentioned surveys :— . 


CHIEFTAINCY OF THE DEPARTM’T 
i At Nacogdoches. 


1, the Political Chief of the Department at Nacogdoches, 
certify hereby, that Doctor R. A. Irion and George Aldrich are 
duly authorized by the constituted authorities to locate and 
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| survey lands on Red River for some Mexican citizens, or the 
agents of them. 


" Given under my hand and seal in Nacogdoches, this fifth 
day of April, 1835. a 


[ Signed ] HENRY .RUEG. 
Mr. Gzoncg ALDRICH, Surveyor :— 

You are hereby required to survey four hundred leagues of 
land within the jurisdiction of this municipality, in such tracts 
or pareels as you may be 1equested to locate by the persons 
hoiding the certificates of the Empresarios, Samuel M. Wil- 
liams, T. W. Johnson and Robert Peebles, provided said lands 
be entirely vacant, confining yourself in every particular to 
the laws of the State, &c. 

Given under my hand in ihe town of Nacogdoches, on the 
20th July, 1835. 


[ Signed ] RADFORD BERRY. 


Mr. Aldrich would further state that many surveys, purport- 
ing to be made at that time, were incomplete, not running but 
one line, and states Benjamin Tenuell was in the habit of 
making such surveys. 

Besides the aforementioned surveys, Mr. Aldrich states 
hat he surveyed twenty-six single leagues, fronting on Red. 
River; also, some surveys on tle waters of the Bois d'Arc.— 


River, Mr, Aldrich thinks as many as sixteen were portions:of 
deven league claims. Mr. Aldrich states he thinks Tennell 
surveyed and returned some two hundred and fifty leagues on 
le waters of Sulpher Fork and Red River. 


GEORGE ALDRICH. 


—— 


NUMBER 7. 


Hon. ROBERT POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 
Sır :—In answer to the interrogatories which you have 
sent me, and requesting my answers to the same, I send you 
my answers to them as near as I can at this time recollect. 
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OF the twenty- -six leagues above-mentioned, as fronting on Red . 
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Answer Ist. The claim of George A. Nixon was located 
some time about the 9th Feb., 1835, as appears by the abstract : 
there were four families settled in the bounds of survey, or loca- 
tion. Ido not know by what authority the said claim was 
given to Nixon, by the Mexican Government. Said grant was 
located with my consent, as Empresario of the Nashville Colo- 
ny, for serviccs rendered me at Monclova, as interpreter, and 
conditioned that said Nixon should puta settler on each league, 
and I have the said settlers counted as part of my eight hun- 
dred families, which I was bound to settle under my contract 
with the Mexican Government; said conditions never were 
performed by said Nixon. ; 

Ans. 2nd. No other than Nixon’s claim was given by me 
as Empresario, except that of T. J. Chambers, which was un- 
conditional on my pait as Empresario, for services rendered 
me as counsel, translator and interpreter at Monclova, relative 
to my contract as Empresario, and Í do not kaew by what 
authority the Mexican Government made said giant or conces- 
sion. f am míormed by many persons hoidiug said large 
claims iu the Nasiville Colony, that the same wes located 
under the pretended authority of Austin and Williams, and'in 
consideration for their permission to locate said claims, they 
charged and received fifty dollars per league. 

Ams. 3rd. Robert Leftridge's contract commenced on the 
{5th April, 1825, and was to run six years thereafter, and 
eeased 15th April, 1831. Butit was suspended two years be- 
fore the time expired by the law of the 6th of April, 1529.— 
The said contract was continued, or the time was extended 
four years from some time in April or May, 1834, as near as 
I can recollect, and by the authority of the Government of 
Coahuila and Texas, the benefit of the time was given to my-, 
self, and Willam:H. Stecle was appointed by said authority 
Commissioner to put my colonists in possession of iheir lends. 

Ans. Áth. No permission was ever given by me, except 
as above stated; Tam perfectly satisfied of that face in my 
.own mind, as | was the first Zir; presario that commenced the 

“ settlement of said Colony, known as the Nashville Colony, 
and so far from giviug wie eleven league holders permission 
to locate, I protested against it in the most positive manner. 

S. C. ROBERTSON. 
City of Austin, April 11, 1840. 
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Additional Questions to Col. S. C. Robertson. 


Question. On the extension of time spoken of in 1834, 
was there any written contract ? 1f so, where is the same to be 
found ? 

Answer. There was a written contract which I deposited 
in the State Department: 

Ques. Was this extension of time ever afterwards de- 
elared null? if so, at what time were you informed of the 
same ? 

Ans. A reputed copy of a decree of 1835, was brought 
from Monclova by Wm. Ii. Steele purporting to declare such 
extension null, yet I was informed that the Congress making 
the decree had not a legal quorum. This was, I think, some 
time in the spring or summer of 1835 ; and in further answer, 
I refer your Coimimttee to said decree. j 


S. C. ROBERTSON. 


|. NUMBER 8. 


ANSWER Ist. I have seen a Colonel’s commission, and the 
uniform sent to Bowies by the Mexican authorities in ac- 
knowledgment of services rendered by him against the F're- 
donans, ‘which was not, nor could not be construed into a 
ütle of any kind, other than the said commission. 

Ans. 2nd. General 'l'eran and Colonel Priedres endea- 
vored by every means in their power to gain over the Indians 
of Texas for the expiess purpose of using them against the 
popuiation in the event of a struggle, which they already fore- 
SAW bs 

Ans. 3rd. The authorities of Nacogdoches received, from 
time to time, instructions to prevent, as much as possible, any 
interference with the Indian improvements, as a matter of 
policy, in order to quiet them, until the Government could 
place on the frontier a sufficient force to insure the proper 
execution of the laws. 

Ans. 4th. i know nothing. 
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Ans. 5th. The cause of the Chief of the, Department 
leaving the country as far as I understood, was for fear of the 
revolutionary party of Texas,—he being a strict adherent of the 
Constitution of 1524. 

Ans. 6th. I know nothing on the subject. 

Ans. 7th. '"Phere were several head-rignts located on what 
is called the Cherokee country, but tó what amount, I do not 
know. ‘Tne conduct of the Incians, during the whole time of 
our struggle, was threatening and arrogant, and, in my opinion, 
caused the almost entire evacuation of Eastern Texas. 


^ JOHN DURST. 


NUMBER. 9. 


Mr. Taylor being sworn, states, that in the year 1824, in the 
town of Nacogdoches, he acted as Commissioner under the 
contract of Messrs. Williams & Durst, by virtue of a special 
commission executed by the Governor of Coahuila and "l'exas, 
and at the same place and during the same year, he acted as 
special Commissioner by virtue of another commission exe- 
cuted by the said Governor of Coahuila and Texas, under the 
law of 26th of March, of the year 1834, Article 32d, of the 
State of Coahuila and Texas. ‘The said Commissioner had no 
other authority to direct the locating of claims within the 
twenty frontier leagues, bordering on the United States, than 

; his commission. ‘The laws referred to in the said commission” 
‘and instructions ; the said instructions being derived from the 
(Secretary of State, from the State of Coahuila and ''exas—he 
states there was nothing in the commission or instructions 
which set forth in direct terms, that either the said commission 
or instructions were made out by direction of the Federal Go- 
vernment of Mexico. Mr. Taylor also states, that he saw the 
commission of Geo. W. Smyth, issued under the said law of 
March, and that it is the same in character as regards the pow- 
ers and the source from whence derived, to the best of his re- 


collection, as his own. 
CHARLES S. TAYLOR. 


NUMBER 10. 


Rervuptic or Texas, 


City of Austin, Dec. 10, 1840, 


To the Hon. ROBERT POTTER, - 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 

Sir :—In compliance of the mandate of your Hon. Commit- 
tee, of the 8th instant, to answer the sixteen interrogatories 
propounded to me, and herewith attached, I have the honor 
fo answer the same, section by section, in the following 
words : 

ist. In relation to the first interrogatory, I answer it by say- 
ing that I crossed the Sabine River into 'l'exas, in the month 
of Jan., A. D. 1834, with my family. 

2d. In relation to the second, I answer, ‘that I came into the 
Nashville Colony on the last days of June, or the first day of 
July, 1534, in company with Major Sterling C. Robertson, 
William H. Steele, the reputed Commissioner, and a Doetor 
Stone, with others, seeking a home for myself and family.— 
And I finally moved my family to the place where I now re- 
side, in the month of August, 1834, which is within the county 
of Robertson. ; 

3rd. In answer to the third interrogary,,I state that some 
time in the latter part of summer, or the beginning of fall of 
the year 1834, the precise time not clearly recollected, your 
deponent received from the hands of Major J. G. W. Pierson, 
the reputed principal surveyor of Wm. H. Steele, Commssioner 
of said Colony, written instructfons to survey, upon which he. 


was sworn as a deputy surveyor; and was told at the time, + 


that it was made at the instance and by the instructions of 
William H. Steele, as a Commissioner of the Nashville Colony, 
With verbal instructions to survey for all persons who required 
land east of the Brazos River, at or near the San Antonio road, | 
within the Nashville Colony. 

Ath. In relation to the fourth interrogatory, your deponent 
answers and sayeth, that some time about the last days of Jan., 
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"m or the beginning of February, A. D. 1835, that your deponeut 
; | came in from a surveying excursion, and called at the office of 
-d William H. Steele, in the town of Yiesca, for the purpose of 


^ 
a 


receiving his deed, the field-notes having been previously de- 
posited by surveyor Chance, which, after obtaining, he men- 
tioned to said Steele that it was reported, and by some believed, 
that he had no proper authority to put in possession any other 
persons but those who had signed the petition to the Govern- 
ment of Coahuila and Texas, to have the Colony restored to 
the Nashville Company ; upon mention of which he became 
agitated, and made use of harsh language, and went to a trunk 
and produced a writing, which he said was his commission, 
but still held itin his hand on the other side of the room, and 
commenced reading it, as he said it was translated into Eng- 
lish. Ladvanced toward him, and held out my hand, as though 
J would take it, and he suddenly turned round and placed it 
in the trunk or piace of former deposit. From which circum- 
stance I formed cn opinion at the time, that it waz oniy, if any, 
special, but do not know, of iay own knowledge, the fact. 
5th. In relation to the fiith interrogatory, your deponent 
answers and sayeth, he was acquainted with that part which 
related to surveying and procuring of titles from William H. 
Steele, as a Commissioner of the Nashville Colony. 
6th. In relation to the sixth interrovatory, your deponent 
n sayeth, that the instructions to him, from Wiliam H. Steele, 
were oral ; and he was required to survey for all persons ap- 
plying, who said he had a family, twenty-five labors; or if in 
two surveys, twenty-four labors in one survey, and one labor 
- inthe other; single men one-fourth of a league, and. return 
the field-aotes to the principe! surveyors offee, but he restricted 
me from surveying on the Brazos River, unless specially or- 
dered to do so, which, he said, was specially, reserved for the 
+ Nashville (Company ; and no order of survey to the individual 
was required to be produced to me. 
7th. In relation to the seventh interrogatory, your deponent 
answers and sayeth, that at the time this deponent obtained his 
title from the office of the Commissioner, William H. Steele, 
he presented his passport from the State from which he emi- 
grated, as he had read the colonization laws; he was impressed 
with an idea that it was necessary to be recorded with his title 
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to perfect it, which he said was not necessary ; and further 
remarked, he did not want such men as had them, intimating 
at the same time, he should have refused me land, (or language 
importing the same thing in substance,) if he thought I would 
produce such a one. 

Sth. In relation to the eighth interrogatory, I was sworn to 

: š 1 3 
support the Constitution of the Federal Government of Mexico, 
and of the State of Coahuila and 'l'exas, and act according to 
circumstances. 
BM 9th. In relation to the ninth interrozatory, I answer, that on 
| my first trip to the Colony in July, 1834, that I heard from 
Major Steiling C. Robertson, William H. Steele, and Doctor 
Stone, that said Stone had made a contract with said Robert- 
son, to introduce a considerable number of families from the 
United States—the number of families not now clearly recol- 
lected ; and that said contract was made for and in considera- 
tion of certain services rendered to the other parties, which 
had enabled them to obtain the Colony; and that he (said 
Stone) was to have a preference next to the petitioners for the 
Colony and the Nashvilie Company, and even over those who 
had settled in the Colony under Austin and Williams. And 
afterwards, Willinm H. Steele declared that he was interested 
in the profits of the same ; and I was requested to survey the 
same by contract, and have it ready for them, which I declined; 
which contract said Robertson has declared was in due form 
in furtherance of his duties as Empresario. And I further 
answer, that 1 was invited, in the spring or summer of 1835, 
by Joseph L. Hood, and William H. Steele, the Commissioner 
and reputed Primary Judge, to join them in a combination to 
let no man who came have land, unless it was poor or refuse 
land, unless they would let one of the company clear it out on 
shares ; and they stated tne officers of the Ayuntamiento had 
made such an agreement—all but one, John Marlin; they 
wished me to join them, and survey. And they also stated, 
at the same time, that all lands thus acquired could be sold to 
advantage in the United States. And he further states, that 
rumor declared there was a combination against the rights of 
the people guaranteed under the colonization laws, but he 
knows nothing further in fact. 
10th. In relation to the tenth interrogatory, this deponent 
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saith, that William H. Steele proposed to him to survey. and 
return to him in blank, all his field-notes; aud that if this 
deponent would do it, he would deed him seven leagues of 
land in any name he would mention. provided he did not in- 
terfere with the Empresarios premium leagues, and others 
already disposed of, which proposition was made in the month 
of , 1835. declaring, at the same time, that it was uo harm 
to cheat the Mexicans, for all of them were guilty ; and added, 
at the same time, he came to Texas to make a fortune, and he 
would have itat any price. And afterward, in August or 
September. whiie returning from Colette, in 1536. he met 
Steele in the road between San Felipe and Washington, and 
then declared he sold lands.in the United States for goods, 
and I was a fool I had not followed his advice, as he and Jo- 
seph L. Hood were rich. 

lith. In relation to the eleventh interrogatory. your depo- 
nent answers and states. that he does not know for whose 
benefit deeds were made, only by construction. But be sees 
represented by abstract of land titles, that a deed was issued 
to C. C. Seal for one-fourth of a league, who was represented - 
to be in the United States, which quarter of a league he sur- 
veyed, and never saw him nntil 1837, at which time his re- 
puted father and family moved to the country. He further 
states. that he surveyed a league of land by order of said 
Commissioner for a 1eputed free Negro, Jarrett Young, who 
represented that his family were in Alabama, which Negro 
declared he wished to sell for the purpose of defraying his ex- 
penses to the country : upon which I reported the same to 
Wim. H. Steele. who declared it was no difference to him so he 
obtained his fee. and ordered me to deliver the field-notes to 
him, which I did. 

12th. I answering the twelfth interrogatory. your deponent 
feels some embarrassment in diseriminating between tbose 
who were actual settlers and those who were but transient 


cepting the abstract of land titles. which he herewith presents 
with tuis instrument to refresh his memory, wherein he has 
numbered those of whom he had personal knowledge. Butto 
say they were all actual settlers at the closing of the Land Office 


347 


he cannot, and all entitled to land, as he conceives that the 
operation of the Judiciary to be necessary to settle the ques- 
tion whether, by the laws of the late State of Coahuila and 
J'exas, it was contemplated that one colony should de-colonize 
for the benefit of another, which he umderstood from rumor, 
and believes to have been the case, and for the purpose of 
ascertaining the fact, your deponent called upon Sterling C. 
Robertson for information, that he might be able to discriminate 
those who had drawn lands elsewhere in addition to those 
conceded in this colony, and he informed your deponent that 
the petition for the colony was deposited in the archives of the 
Secretary of State of this Republic; and your deponent could 
not arrive at proper information, but begs leave to refer your 
honorable Committee to that instrument, as the best testimony 
that can be adduced by a comparison with the abstract of land 
titles. Your deponent further states, that he has no doubt but 
he has omitted many persons who were within the colony at 
the closing of the Land Office, and perhaps marked some as 
within the colony who were not at that particular moment.— 
In answer to that part of the interrogatory which asks the pro- 
bable number who had not received their lands, your deponent 
says that he is acquainted with many persons, some of whom 
were in the colony on his arrival to the colony, which report 
says have not yet received lands, but the fact is unknown to 
this deponent only as represented by the abstract of land titles. 
‘The amount or number he cannot answer with proper cer- 
tainty. 

13th. In relation to the thirteenth interrogatory, your depo- 
nent answers and saith, he knows of but one which ‘was run 
by a special order of William H. Steele, opposite the town of 
Nashville, for George Antonio Nixon, for eleven leagues, 
which survey was made in part, if your deponent’s memory 
serves, in the month of November, 1834, and finished in 
January, 1835, and was run round the improvements, dwel- 
hinges and enclosures of Dread Dawson, Mrs. Hudson, J. T. 
McGrew and others, contrary to their express wishes and con- 
sent, and I have reason to believe the river was nearly mean- 
dered before they knew for what object the said survey was 
making ; and your deponent further states, that Mr. MeGrew 
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i 
informed him that he intended to ask redress from the Govern- 
ment of Coahuila and Texas, as he could get no justice from 
the municipal officers, as they were under the influence of 
Steele, and that Maj. Robertson had given his consent for the 
location to said Nixon, and therefore it was not within his con- 
trol. 

14th. In answer to the fourteenth interrogatory, your depo- 
nent answers, that some time last year was handed to him by 
Mr. James Martin, of the Falls of the Brazos, a deed or instru- 
ment in writing, purporting to be a deed of Guelmo H. Steele, 
for one sitio of land, which was in blank, and as far as your 
deponent was able to translate, it purported to be on the north 
side of the San Antonio road, near the Yegua river, within 
the county of Milam. That for the purpose of enabling this 
Government to detect such frauds, he shewed the same to the 
Honorable G. W. Hill, a member, for his examination, as also ° 
handed it back to Mr, Martin, for safe keeping, who also men- 
tioned to me the manner in which he came in possession of the 
same, and also stated to me that Captain Monroe had one other. 
From the explanation given me by Mr. Martin, at the time, he 
and Monroe came honestly by them, and only retained them 
for public good. ‘This deed was regularly signed with attest- 
ing witnesses, and so far as I was capable to judge of hand- 
writing, was 'genuine ; and your deponent further states, that 
he believes they were in the habit of doing their business 
loosely, as is developed by the writing hereto made part of this 
answer, and marked “A.” 

15th. In answer to the fifteenth interrogatery, your deponent 
answers, that, to the best of his recollection, in July, 1834, the 
Honorable G. W. Barnett called upon the Empresario, S. C. 
Robertson, to be recognized as a colonist of said colony, by 
virtue, as he understood, of a permit received of T. A. Graves, 
observing at the same time, be had one from S. H. Jack, the 
agent of Austin and Williams. Major Robertson observed, he 
could not recognize him as a colonist until he saw Maj. Pier- 
son, reputed to be in the woods, who was his agent, and ascer- 
tained the number he had admitted as the Nashviile company, 
and the persons admitted by his agent, the said J. G. W. Pier- 
son, together with his contract with Dr. Stone, must be first 
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complied with, and if there should be one wanting to fill out 
the number of eight hundred families, he should then be ad- 
mitted as a colonist. 

16th. In relation to the sixteenth and last interrogatory, 
your deponent answers and saith, he believes he has answered 
fully, in the preceding interrogatories, all the circumstances, 
excepting such cases as rumor only has promulgated, which 
are unknown, in fact, to this deponent ; with the exception of 
such eireumstances as combined with other acts, that frauds 
might be deduced against the several individuals, which is un- 
known in fact to your deponent, and your deponent declares, 
perhaps there may be error in dates, but not in fact of sub- 
stance or matter. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said E. L. R. Wheelock, have 


set my hand. 
E. L. R. WHEELOCK. 


. NUMBER 11. 


City or Austin, Dec. 10, fao. 


To the Hon. Ropert POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Land. 

AwsweErR Ist. That in the year 1833, (the exact time I do 
not recollect) Vincente Aldrete arrived at Nacogdoches, repre- 
senting himself to be a Commissioner on the part of the State 
Coahuila and Texas, to put all those who had obtained lands 
by purchase of said Government, in possession of the same, 
and extend to them the requisite titles. 

The origin of Aldrete’s commission was, (to the best of my 
recollection) as follows:—Various Mexicans residing in the 


city of Mexico, had each obtained by purchase, from the State’ 


of Coahuila and Texas, eleven leagues of land, and they, in a 
memorial to the Governor of the State, requested him to nomi- 
nate a Special Commissioner to issue to them the titles, etc., 
in consequence of which, Mr. Francisco Madero was appointed 
and commissioned to put said individuals in possession of the 
land so purchased, and to extend to them the necessary titles. 
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Madero not being able to finish said titles, (for what reason 
ĮI do not know,) recommended Aldrete to the Governor as a 
proper person to be appointed in his (Madero’s) place, which 
was done accordingly. by the Governor addressing a letter to 
A:drete, that, through the recommendation of Madero, he 
, A.drete) would proceed to put various Mexicans, who had 
co.uned land by purchase, in possession of them, and that 
à4..2:70 Would hand over to Aldrete the documents aud in- 
siz icuons, (verbul or written, I do not recollect which) on the 
sticcet. Said documents or instructions I never saw, although 


iw.s very anxious to see them,—Aldrete either had them 
: 7c. woald not show them to me; the reason for my being 
£5 .0lv38 to see those papers, was, that Aldrete was suspected 
Sa I2 . au imposter, and had no right to put all those who 
iw.’ Ll .ed land by purchase in possession, but that the com- 


i3 suit . to Madero was confined to a certain number of (various) 
wt. 7aiuals in possession, who had petitioned the Governor for 
Suak purpose. 

Ans. 2nd. I do not know exactly, but think about between 
two and three hundred leagues. 

Axs. 3rd. I understood Aldrete had received orders to 
repairto the Seat of Government, for what purpose I do not 
know. 

Ans. 4th. I Know that a communication was received from 
the Political Chief by the Ayuntamiento, (of which body I was 
then a member) requiring Aldrete to show his authority under 
which he was acting, which examination took place during 
my absence from the body, and as I was told resulted in favor 
of Aldrete, as being duly commissioned to put various Mexi- 
cans in possession of lands which they had obtained by pur- 
chase, ete. 

Aus. 5th. I do recollect that Col. Menard communicated to 
the Political Chief something about Aldrete’s being an impos- 
ter, but cannot say positively how, when and from whom he 
obtained that information. 

Ans. 6th. I have seen the commission of Charles S. Taylor 
to put old settlers, who had emigrated to Texas at their own 
expense, and were not introduced by any Empresario, in pos- 
session of the lands to which, by law, they were entitled. f 
‘believe said commission was genuine and ample, and in conse- 
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quence of which he did issue titles to many persons, the exact ' 
number I do not know. | 

Ans. 7th. I have seen Taylor’s commission, and believe it 
was signed by the then constitutional Governor of Coahuila 
and ‘Texas, and (I believe) also signed by the Secretary of 
State, —his general instructions I have seen, it 1s the law of 
the 4th. Sept., 1527 ; if Mr. 'Taylor had any other instructions 
[never saw them. 

Ans. 8th. [believe titles were furnished after the Consulta- 
tion had ordered the Land Office to be closed, which had been 
commenced previously to that.time, but do not know thatany 
titles were ante-dated. 

Ans. 9th. The Alcaldes of Nacogdoches had no other au- 
thority nor commission to put any individual in possession of 
land, except it was stated 1n the grant, “that the Alcalde of 
the municipality in which the land is to be located, shal] give 
the possession and extend the titles to the land granted,” and 
such clause inserted in a grant, was a sufficient commission to 
the Alcaldes to act on it, without any further commission. — — 

Ans. 10th. I understood that a certain Mr. Delmoral was 
at Nacogdoches in the latter part of 1835, (at the time I was 
absent), representing himself to be a Special Commissioner to 
give possession to lands obtained from the Government by 
purchase, and that he did make out several titles, but to whom, 
or how many, I do not know, nor do I know if he was duly 
commissioned or not. 

I also recollect to have translated for Col. Frost Thorn-field- 
notes for several ten or eleven league grants, and assisted in 
making out the tities, original and copies, leaving the name of 
commissioner 1n blank, but was informed that Colonel James 
Bowie was the commissioner appointed by the Government of 
Coahuila and Texas to issue said titles, and that they (the 
titles) were to be sent to Bexar for Bowie to sign, this was (I 
believe) in the latter part of 1835, or beginning of 1836. 

Ans. Lith. I believe that several leagues of land had been 
deeded to Colonists, but the number I do not know, I also be- 
lieve that Capt. Archibald Hotchkiss, as agent for some Mexi- 
cans, has located the whole or part of an eleven league grant, 
within the limits Known as the Cherokee nation. The con- 
duct of the Cherokees towards the American settlers in Texas, 
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in 1826 and 1827 was hostile, —Rıchard Fields was killed by : 
them because he was friendly to the white man,—his son, Fox 
Fields was killed by the Cherokees for the same reason—-Haw- 
kins was killed by them for the same reason, and I believe that 
if Gen. Gaona's Division -had penetrated into Eastern Texas 
in 1836, the Cherokees and their associate bands would have 
massacred every white man, woman and child they could 
have got into their power; in consequence of that belief, the 
people of Eastern Texas fled from their habitations in the 
spring of 1826. 
ADOLPHUS STERNE. 


NUMBER 12. 


Ans. Ist. I knew nothing concerning Bowles’ commission, 
as that matter occurred at a period before I came to the coun- 
try. 
vas. 2d. As respects the orders issued by Rueg to arrest 
men in the Cherokee nation, my recollection is not sufficient, 
but I presume a record of such proceeding is to be found in 
the books kept in said Rueg's office, and which books are either 
in the.General Land Office, or in the office of the County 
Clerk of Nacogdoches county. 

CHARLES 8. TAYLOR. 


Ans. Ist. The means through which I ascertained or come 
to the knowledge in respect of Bowles’ commission, &c. &c., 
was through the officers of the army, who exhibited them as 
a magnificent present to Bowles for his services, causing the 
death of Fields and Hunter, and other services against the 


Fredonians. 
JOHN DURST. 
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NUMBER 13. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, Nov. 21, 1840. 


Hon. Ropert POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 

Sir :—I Have had under consideration, for some time, yours 
of the 14th instant, wherein you have requested of me certain 
information relative to the titled lands of Texas; and I regret 
to state, that the arduous duties of my office, even up to this 
late date, have not permitted me to make that thorough inves- 
ies of the subject which its importance so seriously de- 
mands. 


By reference to the archives of this office, it appears that - 


forty-one titles were issued by Radford Berry, Alcalde of Na- 
cogdoches, acting as Commissioner under the contract of 
Messrs. Williams, Johnson and Peebles, twenty-four of which 
bear date after the closing of the Land Offices in 1835. The 
land conveyed by them is situated, principally, in Nacogdoches 
and Red River counties, on the head-waters of the Sabine and 
Sulpher Fork. The Commissioners, Charles S. Taylor and 
G. W. Smyth, issued three hundred and thirty-three titles, 
one hundred and fifty of which hear date after the closing of 


the Land Offices. The lands included by these titles, viz :— - 


under Taylor and Smith, are stuated (so far as I can judge 
from the vagueness of description) in almost every county 
east of the Trinity river ; the greater portion, however, appears 
to be in Harrison, Red River and Jefferson counties. ‘To the 
above, is also to be added ten titles for one hundred leagues, 
issued by Cameron, under the contract of James Grant; which 
were also issued subsequent to that period. ‘These lands are 
located mostly in Nacogdoches county. 

The number of titles made subsequent to the closing of the 
Land Offices in 1835, and prior to the Ist of Feb., 1838, and 
which have been ante-dated, l believe to be eighty-five ; being, 
in all propability, the same titles as those not signed by Arthur 
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Henrie—his name in the order of survey contained in said 
titles being erased, and another ¢nterlined, to agree with the 
one signed to the field-notes. The land included is mostly 
within Zavala's Colony, on what is now Jefferson, Jasper and 
Sabine counties. 

The number of leagues for which titles have been issued, 
under the contract of John T. Mason, is ninety-five, included 
in nine titles, dated previous to the closing of tlie Land Offices; 
the land is situated on the head-waters of Sabine, in Harrison 
and Nacogdoches counties ; surveys made by Brookfield and 
Roark. 

‘The number of leagues for which titles have been issued 
under the contraet of Juan Durst and S. M. Williams, is one 
hundred aud fourteen ; titles are dated 1n September, 1835— 
land is situated on the waters of Sulpher Fork, Sabine and 
Red River. 

The number of titles made out at Nacogdoches, since the 
adoption of the Colonization Law, containing not more than 
one league and labor each, is one thousand three huudred and 
sixty-eight: of which G. A. Nixon, as Commissione: tor the 
colonies of Burnet, Vehlin and Zavala, issued nine hundred 
and ninety-eight, amounting to eight hundred and seventy-one 
leagues ; Charles S. Taylor issued one hnndred and seventy- 
five, amounting to one hundred and sixty-seven leagues; Geo- 
W. Smyth issued one hundred and fifty-eight, amounting to 
one hundred and thirty-nine leagues; J. F'rancisco Madero 
thirty-five, making thirty-five and a half leagues ; and J. An- 
tonio Padillo two, making one and a quarter leagues. 'To the 
above should be added titles issued by different Commission- 
ers since 1825, including those by Alealdesin “eleven league 
grants,” and are as follows:— Commissioner Vicente Aldrete 
twenty-eight titles for one hundred fifty and a half leagues; 
Alealde Radford Berry forty-two titles, for two hundred and 
twenty-three leagues; Alcalde Vital Flores, six titles for thirty- 
three leagues ; Special Commissioners, and other authorities, 
sixty-nine leagues ; making in all issued at Nacogdoches, more 
than one thousand five hundred and nineteen titles, amounting 
to two thousand three hundred and ninety-eight Jeagues, ex- 
clusive of many grants in which no precise amount of land 
js specified. 
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Besides the titles above enumerated, certified copies of somo 
twelve or fifteen others, purporting to be sales by the State of 
Coahuila and Texas to Mexican citizens, according to the 24th 
article of the Colonization Law of the 24th March, 1825, appear 
to have been issued at Nacogdoches. ‘These copies of titles 
are signed principally by Vicente Aldrete as Commissioner, 
dated at sundry periods during the yeais 1832, 1833, 1834 and 
1835, and have been deposited here, not as origirals, but to 
remain such evidence of titles as Congress should by law spe- 


cially direct, being generally believed that the originals were | 


carried off or destroyed by the Commissioners. -'lhese titles 
inelude one hundred and thirty-five leagues of land, situated 
in the county of Robertson. Of their validity, I can say no- 
thing. 

Qo of other titles, similar in character to those above 
mentioned, amounting to forty-eight leagues, have also been 
deposited within the last three months, for land situated in 
Red River and Jefferson counties. For a more full and satis- 
factory explanation of this subject, see the tabular exhibit here- 
with presented. 

The forty-one titles first alluded to, inelude four hundred 
leagues sold by the State of Coahuila and Texas to Williams, 
Johnson and Peebles, as appears by their contract, dated 13th 
May, 1835, a copy of which is herewith submitted. "These 
lands purport to have beer surveyed by George Aldrich;dur- 
ing the months-of July, November and December, 1835, and 
are Situated principally in Nacogdoches and Harrison counties. 
Of the validity of these titles, I deem it unnecessary to state 
any thing further, than that I consider them included in that 
section of the Constitution which declares certain grants or 
sales made by the State in 1835; in favor of certain individuals, 
to be null and void; which, together with the fact of the con- 
tractors failing to comply with the conditions, is sufficient 
evidence of the entire worthlessness of these claims, 

Of a similar character are the ten titles made by Juan Came- 
ron, under the contract of James Grant, dated 20th April, 1835. 
For this character of claims certificates were issued by the 
Governor of the State to the contractor or purchaser, which 
certificates formed the basis of each title, and were assigned 
over by him to the several grantees. It will be seen that these 
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titles bear date January and February, 1836, and are, therefore, 
null and void. 

The titles granted by Charles S. Taylor, under the contract 
of John Durst and S. M. Williams, dated in September, 1535, 
may be considered as emanating from the same authority as 
the former, with the exception, that in these the certificates 
issued by the Governor, are not filed with the several acts of 
possession, although they are referred to in the petition ; and 
also in the decree or order of the Commissioner. ‘These claims, 
1 also believe, were intended to be included iu that section of 
the Constitution above alluded to. 

Since the removal of the Seat of Government to Austin, 
nine original titles have been filed in this office, purporting 
to be of the contract of John T. Mason with the State of Coa- 
huila and Texas, signed by James Bowie as Commissioner ; 
the original certificates issued by the Governor, are not filed 
with the act of possession, but from the certified copies of said 
certificates, it appears that they are issued in conformity with 
a contract of sale dated 19th June, 1834, conditioned that the 
purchaser shall place one family, within six years, upon the 
land thus conveyed. The certificates (or copies) above men- 
tioned are transferred by John T. Mason to G. A. Nixon, on: 
the 25th June, 1834 ; and, by said. Nixon, again transferred 
to sundry persons on the 1st September, 1835, who acquired 
the acts of possession in the months of September, October and 
November, 1835; all previous to the 15th of November of 
sald year. It may not be superfluous for me here to state, what 
is generally admitted, that this character of claims are, and 
were, ab initio, null and void. 

By reference to the tabular statement, it will be seen that 
upwards of four hundred leagues of land have been granted 
at Nacogdoches, of that character of claims known as “ eleven 
league grants.” It will also be observed, that a large portion 
of them are located within the “twenty border leagues,” 
although contrary to the express provisions of article 4th of 
the General Colonization Law of Mexico, dated 18th August, 
1824, as well as to article 7th of the State Colonization Law of 
24th March, 1825; the former of which declares that “ there 
cannot be colonized any land comprehended within twenty 
leagues of the limits of any foreign nation ;” the latter declares 
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that “the Government shall take care that within the twenty 
leagues bordering on the limits of the U. States of the North, and 
ten leagues in a straight line from the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico, within the limits of this State, there shal] be no other 
settlements, except such as merit the approbation of the Su- 
preme Government of the Union,” &c.; which said restric- 
tions, taken in connection with the fact, that the law, under 
which these grants were made, requires the purchaser or 
grantee, within six years, to cultivate the lands thus obtained, 
under the penalty of losing them, clearly satisfy me that all 
locations made within those limits are illegal, unless the pre- 
vious approbation of the General Government had been ob- 
tained ; which approbation, 1m no instance appears from the 
evidence of title, as filed in this office. With respect to the 
balance of this character of claims not located within the 


«twenty border leagues,” or “ten coast leagues,” I can see no’ 


good reason why they should not be valid, provided the land 
was vacant, and the grantees have paid the Government dues, 
and cultivated a portion of the land; and even if they have 
not complied with all the conditions, | conceive that their title 
to the land, from the fact of being once vested in the grantees, 
must be better than any other individual’s right or title to the 
same, which he may have subsequently acquired by settle- 
ment or survey, and deed from the Government. It would, 
therefore, appear to me expedient that Congress should provide 
some mode by which this latter class of titles could be enquired 
into, and the fact of the non-compliance with the conditions 
made known, to the end that the land, thus reverting to the 
Government, might be sold, or otherwise disposed of, not being 
subject to re-location in consequence of their having once been 
the property of individuals. 

It may not be irrelevant here to state, that I incline to the 
belief that it would be expedient for Congress to declare all 
titles for more than one league and labor each, emanating from 
any other source than that of colonists, settlement rights, or 
special grants for services rendered, subject to re-location and 
survey, excepting and excluding, however, àll titles dated pre- 
vious to the year 1832, and such of those eleven league or other 
size grants emanating from the same source as shall have been 
located within the proper limits provided for in the Coloniza- 
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tion Laws of Mexico, and of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
as well as all land acquired by Empresarios, as premium lands, 
The object of this law would be to test the validity of the 
former title ; but in the event of a location being made upon 
lands forfeited by a non-compliance with the conditions of the 
same, the party making such re-location should only be en. 
titled to the number of acres contained in his certificate at the 
minimum price fixed by law, for the value of escheated lands, 
it the title be declared ab initio null and void, he should have 
the land by virtue of his certificate, the same as though it had 
been entirely vacant. ‘The necessity of a law of this character 
is the more apparent in the counties of Shelby, Harrison, Red 
River and Nacogdoches, from the fact that a great portion of 
the territory of each is covered with titles, if not wholly spu- 
rious, are, at least, so uncertain in their description of the land, 
as to render it impossible, even at the opening of the Land 
Offices in 1835, to make any location without fear of being 
within the limits of some oue or more of these false claims. 

I have confined my remarks throughout this communica 
tion, more particularly to the different titles for land in Eastern 
Texas, conceiving from the nature of the enquiries contained 
in your letter, reference is made almost exclusively to them.— 
Should the Committee, however, desire information relative to 
the different kind of titled lands in Western Texas, J shall 
hold myself in readiness to communicate the same; at the ear- 
liest opportunity. 

I remain yours, 
Very respectfully, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. E. Office. 
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Prom what Authority enanatng. | w | By whom issued, | Date. | X |38 a2 SL) In what County principal- 
M = oSv be Sg ly situated. . 
5 3 3335333 
[Burnet, Vehlin and Zavala, as Em- Lib’y, Jeff’n, Jasp'r, Sab. 
presarios, M cti Ta - 998 | George A. Nixon, | 34,735 | 871 43 | 998 Nacog., San Augustine, 
Houston & Montgom’y. 
Colonization Law of 26th March, C. S Taylor and Harrison, Red River, Jef- 
1824, thirty-second article, - — - | 333 G, W Smyth, 1835 | 395 | 150 | 333 ferson, and Liberty, 
Colonization Law of March 24, 1825, 2 | J. A. Padillo, 1830 14 Sabine. 
Petition of sundry settlers upon Tri- X 
nity river, =- - ~- - 35 | J.F. Madero, ' 1831 | 35% 35 | Liberty, 
Colonization Law, 24th March, 1825, Liberty, Houston and Red 
twenty-fourth article, - — - — - | 28| Vicente Aldrete, | 33,24 | 1504 28 River. 
Ditto ditto . ditto 49 | Radford Berry, 1835 | 993 2 49 | Red River and Harrison. 
Ditto ditto ditto 6 | Vital Flores, 1834 | 33 6 | Red River and Fannin. 
Contract of Williams, Johnson and ~ Nacogdoches, Red River,| 
. Peebles, - - - - ~] 41| Radford Berry, 1835 | 400 24 41 and Harrison. 
Contract of James Grant, dated 20th Nacogdoches and Hous-: 
April, 1835; land sold by the State, | 10 | Juan Cameron, 1836. | 100 10 10 ton. ; 
Contract of John T, Mason, date Harnson and Nacog-i 
49th June, 1834; landssold,- —- 9 | James Bowie, | 1835 | 95 9 doches. 
Contract of John Durst and 8. M. 
Williams, dated 16!h March, 1835 ; ; Harrison, Nacogdoches, 
lands sold, - - - - -t 16] C. S. Taylor, 1835 | 114 15 and Red River 
Settlement claims granted on special J. Tg. Ybarbo, J. M. Nacogdoches, San Augus- 
- e + Moraand others | 29,31 | 69* tine, and Sabine. | 


| petition, -" -  - 


a These Titles generally include one league each--some more, others less. - 
Nors.— The above statement does not include the Titles issued by Vicente Aldrete, except so far as the originals arc on 
JOHN P. BORDEN, Commissioner General-Land- Office, 
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NUMBER 14. 


GENERAL Lann OFFICE, ] 
Austin, Dec. 2, 1840. | 


Hon. Roperr POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 


Sır :— Yours of the 26th ult., requesting me to furnish the 
Committee with “a brief sketch of the history of land titles in 
what is termed the Nashville or Robertson’s Colony,” &c., is 
before me, and in answer thereto, I have to state that the terri- 
tory lying North of the San Antonio road, and known as Ro- 
bertson's Colony, was originally contracted for by Robert 
Leftwich, as Empresario, in April, 1825, who, it appears, shortly 
after this, transferred all his right and authority to the Nash- 
ville Company, who appointed seventy-four directors, and they. 
through their agent, H. H. League, petitioned the Government 
in 1827 to be recognized as the contractors, as well as to have 
an extension of time, for completing the contract, to which 
the Government assents, except as to the extension of time, 
which is not permitted. In February, 1831, Stephen F, Aus- 
tin and Samuel M. Williams made à contract to include the 
above colony, together with parts of Austin’s old colony ; the 
4th article of which provides “that all legal titles within the 
territory shall be respected, and the Empresarios are required 
specially to see this stipulation fulfilled.” Under this contract 
it appears the surveying and locating of the “ eleven league 
grants” was sanctioned, and titles amounting to one hundred 
ninety-four aud a half leagues within what is now known as 
Milam and Robertson counties, were issued by the Alcalde of 
San Felipe de Austin, during the year 1833. 

It will be seen by reference to the communication from the 
Governor of the State to the Political Chief, dated Ist April, a 
eopy of which is herewith submitted, that orders or instruc- 
tions had been given to William H. Steele, as Commissioner, 
on the 22d May, 1834, by which it would seem that he was 
authorized to give possession to certain individuals as colonists, 
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introduced by the Nashville Company previous to the 15th 
October, 1833, and it will further appear that the Commissioner 
had no right to grant titles to colonists for the same land which 
had been previously granted to Mexicans by authority from 
Austin and Williams, nor to issue titles for any land within 
the Nashville Colony, subsequent to the 18th May, 1835.— 
[See Decree No. 317, Laws of Coahuila and 'Texas.] On the 
30th May, 1835, the Secretary of State informs the Political 
Chief of the Department of the Brazos, of the passage of said 
decree ; upon the reception of which, the Political Chief, on 
the 23d September, 1835, orders Commissioner Steele to make 
a fall exhibit of all proceedings had by him, in order that the 
proper Empresarios may enter upon the discharge of their 
duties, Gc. [See copy of said order herewith. presented.|— 
Reference to the titles issued by W. H. Steele, now filed in 
this office, shows that the two hundred and ninety-two being 
the whole number, one hundred and fifty-nine bear date pre- 
vious to the 18th May, 1835; one hundred and thirty-three 
subsequent to that period, and one on that date ; four are dated 
after the closing of the Land Offices. The “eleven league 
grants ? heretofore alluded to, and located in Robertson's Co- 
lony, originated under the 24th article of the Colonization 
Law ofthe 24th Maich, 1825, the same having been made as 
sales to Mexican citizens upon special petition of the parties 
Interested, setting forth their ability to occupy that amount of 
land in the raising of stock, cultivation of the soil, &c., as ap- 
pears from the copy of each petition and decree, as certified 
by the Secretary of State, and which is filed with the acts of 
possession to each title. 

In addition to the above, titles for twenty-three leagues have 
been granted to T, Jefferson Chambers, in the following man- 
ner, to wit :—five leagues situated on the east side of the Bra- 
zos, two on the west side, including the Waco village, and one 
at the moutn of Little River, it being a part of eleven leagues, 
for services rendered the Government as Surveyor-General of 
Texas, though the decree of the Governor expresses that it 1s 
in conformity with the 24th article of the Colonization Law of 
24th March, 1825. ‘Title issued by H. Christman, Alcalde of 
San Felipe, bearing date the 26th April, 1832; the location 
having been sanctioned by the Empresarios, Austin and Wil- 
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liams. On the 29th July, 1834, it appears that the title to the 
above was confirmed upon petition of the party interested, at 
the same time a special commissioner was authorized to give 
possession of the remaining three leagues, two of which ate 
situated on the San Andres at the mouth of Brushy Creek, the 
other on the Trinity. This last title bears date 23d October, 
1834. 

Sixteen leagues appear to have been granted said Chambers or 
account of services rendered by him as Supreme Judge of 'T'ex- 
as, being a part of thirty, which he claims for said services, in 
accordance with the 17th and 139th articles of the law of 17th 
April, 1834, —nine leagues of the above thirty, are located in. 
Robertson county, five of which, by the consent of Sterling C. 
RoVertson, —acts of possession given by Ira R. Lewis, Special 
Commissioner, on the 23d and 28th September, 1834,—six 
leagues have been located and titled under the agency of said 
Chambers, by virtue of a special grant to Jose Manuel Banks, 
as a settler in 1830. ‘T'wo of the above six are situated on the 
east side of the Brazos, for which a pre-emption was given by 
Thomas Barnett in November, 1830. "Title bears date 24th 
October, 1834, by Ira R. Lewis, Special Commissioner: Five 
leagués have also been obtained by T. Jefferson Chambers, as 
Attorney for Alejandro de Ja Garza, two of which are situated 
on the east side of the Brazos, near the San Antonio road, lo- 
cated by the consent of the Empresario Robertson, and title 
issued by Ira R. Lewis, Special Commissioner, bearing date 
20th October, 1834. The origin of this title 1s a grant to said 
Garza, by the Governor of the State, dated 15th February, 
1831. The four titles above described were deposited in the 
General Land Office by said Chambers in February last.— 
Within the territory of Robertson’s Colony are two other large 
grants of the character of those located by authority of Austill 
and Wiliiams,—one of eleven leagues, in favor of G. A, Nixon, 
situated on the Brazos, opposite Nashville, including part of 
the grants to Francisco Ruis, and A. Manchaca, title for wbich 
issued by W. H. Steele, in February, 1835,—the other eleven 
leagues are in the name of Manuel Rabago on the west side 
of the Brazos, some fifty miles above the falls—for this title 
there is no corresponding original on file. It will be recol- 
lected by the Committee, that reference is made to grants of 
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this kind in my communication of the 21st ult., and that a 
few of them are lecated on the Navasoto, and consequently 
within the colony of Robertson, or more properly, the Nash- 
ville Colony. _ 
| In Power and Hewitson’s Colony, now Refugio County, 
f some two hundred titlés have been granted by Jose Jesus 
@ Vidauri, Commissioner appointed to issue titles to the colonists 
within said territory. These titles generally include one 
league each, some two, one and three-fourths, and one and one- 
fourth, besides some two or three of eleven leagues, all dated 
in 1834. The vagueness of description in these titles have 
@ already caused considerable difficulty, and will undoubtedly 
B prove a fruitful source of lawsuits and litigation. For, it is 
impossible to tell, in many instances, from the title. on which 
side of a stream the land is situated, or what the course or dis- 
tance of the hines is. In fact, it seems that but few of the sur- 
veys ever had any permanent corners established, which has 
lately been realized by the frequent but unavailing search of the 
surveyors-for these marks in order to connect the new work 
with the titled lands. For a more full explanation of this, I 
would refer the Committee to the petition of J. 'T. Case and 
W. Richardson on file with other documents of last session 
now in charge of the Chief Clerk of the House Representatives, 
Within the limits of McMullen and MeGloin's Colony, now 
composing parts of San Patricio and Bexar counties, but few 
ütles seem to have been issued, as only nine copies df titles 
have, up to this time, been presented at this office, as evidence 
ofthe same. ‘The original titles and other archives belonging 
to said colony seem to have been destroyed, none of them 
having, as yet, been filed in this office. The consequence of 
Which evidently will be the re-location, and, perhaps, the pa- 
tenting of the same land under our present land laws,—of the 
extent of this confhct of titles I am unable to judge, not 
| knowing the amount of land already titled. The territory 
lying south-west of the river Nueces, the larger portion’ of 
Which is in San Patricio County, being once the State of Ta- 
maulipas, has been considered by some not subject to location 
and survey as a part of the publie domain of 'l'exas ; but, in- 
asmuch as the north-western boundary of said county (San 
Patricio) has been, by Congress, extended to the Rio Grande, 
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I could see no just ground for objection to its appropriation in 
this manner, and consequently a large amount of surveying 
has been done within said territory. * 

Upon examination of the archives of this office, I find that 
only four or five original titles of seventeen and a half leagues 
of land, situated in Goliad County, are on file. These titles 
are issued to Mexicans upon grants or sales by the State Go- 
vernment, made in conformity with the 24th article of the 
Colonization Law of 24th March, 1835,—acts of possession 
given by the Alcaides, bearing date 1833 and 1835. Copies 

f titles for eight other leagues within said county have been 
deposited of a similar character, except one, as those above de- 
scribed, aud appear to have been issued by tbe Alcaldes of 
Goliad in the year 1834. The above evidences of title for 
twenty-five and a half leagues bave been deposited in this 
office within the last tweive months. Titles for a considerable 
part of Bexar County have been issued. emanating from a va- 
riety of sources, being settlement righis, or special grants,— 
some of them bearing date 1824, containing from one to eight 
leagues each. 

Copies of titles for fifty-one leagues within the limits of De 
Leon’s Colony, new Victoria County, have been deposited in 
this office within the last twelve months, emanating under the 
contract of De Leon, as Empresario, and the acts of possession 
given during the years 1833, 1834 and 1835. The original 
titles of, and other archives belonging to, said colony, having 
been carried off or destroyed, it is more than probable that 
many new locations and surveys have been made upon lands 
already titled, and for which no evidence has yet been filed in 
the General Land Office. 

I have thus given you a brief sketch of the situation of the 
titled lands within the several counties referred to in your 
letter, hoping that it may serve, in some measure, to direct the 
action of Congress 1n relation thereto. 

] remain yours, 
Very respectfully, 
JOBN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 
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NUMBER 15. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Free State of Coahuila and Texas. y 


Upon being invested with the Executive authority at the 
termination of a revolution in the State which had retarded 
the despatch of public business, I found pending many mat- 
ters of inteiest and importance, and among those which first 
called the attention of the Government was the communica- 
tion addressed to it by the Commissioner, William H. Steele, 
dated 26th February of the present year, representing that he 
had not complied with the orders of this Government as ex- 
pressed in its resolution of 22nd of May, 1834, a copy of 
which is hereunto annexed, and that he had pursued his own ` 
course, paying no respect to the possessions which had already 
been given to individuals by virtue of the right acquired by 
the Empresarios, Samuel M. Williams and Stephen F. Austin, 
in a contract which they made on the 25th February of the 
year 1831, for land comprised in the colony of the Nashville 
Company, which had been declared nugatory and null, unless 
its agent, Sterling C. Robertson, should effect the settlement 
of the families. The Commissioner, who was appointed for 
this important purpose, should, therefore, have only proceeded 
to issue titles according to the tenor of the contract, conform- 
ably with the laws in the ease, and in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the Government ; for, although it is certain that the 
Government did extend its protection to the agent of the Nash- 
ville Company, their Commissioner onght to have discharged 
his duties in strict obedience to the express provisions of his 
instructions, which prohibited any infringement on the rights 
ofothers. Neither the dignity of the Executive, or his sense 
of decorum would ever permit him to allow the Commissioner 
to transcend his proper bounds, and if he was expressly cau- 
tioned not to disturb the families already settled there by Aus- 
tin and Williams, he certainly never had authority to dispos- 
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sess them of their possessions, as he confesses to have done, 
nor to admit through the agent any other families than those 
who might have been introduced at the expense of the Nash- 
ville Company, and as it appears by the communication of the 
Commissioner, that he has issued titles to more than one hun- 
dred settlers, and is preparing t^ do the same with four bun- 
dred ; when aé (he same time he states that those belonging to 
the Company will shortly arrive. The Executive, firmly 
persuaded that the Commissioner is committing enormous 
abuses of his office, —trampling upon the Colonization Laws, 
and treating the orders of the Supreme Government with 
contempt, has, after having consulted his Executive Council, 
concluded to decree as tollows :— 

ist. That your Honor wii! take especial care io issue to the 
proper autnoriBes the requisiie orders, whereby an investiga- 
tion may be had, in order to ascertain the number of tamities 
introduced at the expense of the Nashvide Company previous 
to the 15th of Qcteber, 1333, this being the daw upon which 
the last ierm of their contract expired, aud for ine execution 
of this order, I noid your Honor strictly responsible. 

2nd. That it was the duty of the Commissioner, William 
H. Steele, to issue titles to such only as are mentioned in the 
foregoing article, for which purpose he was specially ap- 
pointed. 

3rd. That the possession given to these families must not 
conflict, even in the slightest degree, with those already given 
in that Colony ; although titles may not have been issued for 
them, and whether the locations have been made by virtue of 
grants to Mexicans, or by contracts previously made with in- 
dividuals by the Empresarios, Austin and Williams. 

Ath. Therefore, all operations of the Commissioner, not per- 
formed in the manner herein stated are considered contrary to 
orders lawfully given, and are consequently null and void. 

5th. Should it appear by the investigation which your Honor 
may make. by virtue of the first article of this order, that the 
Nashville Company had introduced at least one hundred fami- 
lies previous to the expiration of their contract, your Honor 
and the Commissioner of the said Company will notify me of 
the fact in order that the extension of time may be allowed as 
regards the issuing of titjes. "The other rights granted to Ster- 
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ling C. Robertson being secured to him by the decree of 29th 
April of last year. 

6th. Your Honor will, without delay, proceed to correet the 
abuses already becoming apparent in the conduct of the Com- 
missioner, William H. Steele, and having previously investi- 
gated the matter, will order him to be suspended from office, 
advising me immediately thereof, in order that I may appoint 
another, who may merit the confidence of the Government, or 
take such steps: in the case as may be deemed proper in so de- 
licate a matter. 

Tth. Your Honor will not communicate with the authorities - 
of the new settlement recently made by the Agent and Com- 
missioner of the Nashville Company, but will c cause these or- 
ders, as well as those which your Honor may dicíate, to be 
executed. through the authorities most contiguous to the afore- 
said Colony. 

8th. Inasmuch as the Executive invests y your Honor with 
his own authority, so far as herein expressed, your Honor will 
be held strictly ‘accountable for the exercise of it to the end 
desired : for the laws must be obeyed,—the honor of the Go- 
vernment sustained unsullied, and the rights guarantied to 
every individual, preserved inviolate. God and Liberty. 

BORREGO. 
Jose Marra Farcomw, Chief Clerk. 
Monclova, April 1, 1835. 
To the Political Chief of the Department of Brazos. 


A copy of the original on file in the archives of the Depart- 
ment of State, which, by the act passed' by the Convocation, - 
are placed in my charge from which this was drawn by order 
of his Excellency the “Governor. 

JOSE MARIA FALCON, 
' ^ Chief Clerk. 

Moxcrova, April 1, 1835. 


"The foregoing is a correct translation of a certified copy in 
Spanish on file in this office,—General Land Office of the 
Republic of Texas, Austin, June 23, 1540.. 

[Signed] THOMAS G. WESTERN, 
Translator per Contract. 
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NUMBER 16. 


t OFFICE of POLITICAL CHIEF 
For Department of Brazos. 


To Wittiam H. STEELE, Commissioner : 

Sir :—By the enclosed copies of the deeree of the honorable 
Congress of the State of 18th May last, and the subsequent 
order of the Government of the 30th of the same month, you 
will perceive that the Colony for which you received the ap- 
pointment of Commissioner has been returned to the Eimpre- 
sarios, Austin and Williams. The duties of your appointment 
are, therefore, at an end. , 

And you are hereby commanded, within fifteen days fiom 
the date of this order, to make return to this office of Political 
Chief, of al] that you have done. or caused to be done, in your 
official character, as Commissioner of the Nashville Company’s 
Colony'—you are commanded to make due return of all the 
books, maps, plats, &c.. that bétong to, or connected with, the 
the office of Commissioner for said Colony, that the rightful 
Empresanos may proceed in the settlement of said Colony, 
respecting whatever has been legally done by yourself.— 
Austin, 23d day of September, 1835. 

- [Signed] J. B. MILLER. 


» 


OFFICE of POLITICAL CHIEF 
For Department of Brazos, 


To Tuomas BARNETT: . 

You are hereby commanded to proceed to the Colony of 
the Nashville Company, and serve the within «order on Wil- 
liam H. Steele, Commissioner; and do you make due return 
of your proceedings on this writ to this office within fifteen 
days from the date-hereof. Done in the town of Austin, on the 
23rd day of September, 1835. 

Signed] J. B. MILLER. 
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To the Hon. Ropert POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands: 

The 24th article of the Colonization Law of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, dated 25th March, 1825, authorized the 
Governor to sell to Mexicans any quantity of land not exceed- 
ing eleven leagues. The first grant or sale made by the Go- 
vernor was, | believe, to Juan Antonio Padilla, in 1828; from 
that period up to 1830, 1 am of opinion, but few sales were 
made by the Government. In that year James Bowie visited 
Saltillo, the then Seat of Government of the State, and induced 
some Mexicans to petition for the purchase of lands, and, T 
believe, obtained about fifteen or sixteen grants of eleven 
leagues each. The citizens of that country, finding that such 
grants were objects of attraction, made purchases, and sold 
them as opportunities presented. Several prominent citizens 
of the city of Mexico became purchasers of land from the 
State, and through the recommendation of Victor Blanco, then 
the Senator from the State of Coahuila and Texas, I became 
the agent for the location of the land, but I never had any 
right or interest in them. 

'The evidence of the right of the parties which the Govern- 
ment of the State furnished was a certified copy of the petition, 
and the decree of the Governor making the sale, issued from 
the State Department, signed by the Secretary of State. In 
the decree, the Governor authorized the interested party to ap- 
ply to the Commissioner, if there existed one in the colony 
where he desired to locate his land, or to the Alcalde of the 
district, in order to obtain possession of the land and his title. 

In several instances, parties who had obtained grants, applied 
for new copies and received them, possibly under the pretext 
of the loss of the first copies, and sold them to other persons. 

With respect to the approbation of the Supreme Government 
for locating lands within the border leagues, or within ten 
leagues of the coast, I never knew of but one special applica- 
tion, which was made by Col. Piedres of Nacogdoches. The ` 
General Government having previously granted its approba- 

vv 


370 


tion to the various Empresarios, m the year 1830, Mr. Antonio 
Navarro was commissioned and sent forward by the Governor 
of the State to issue titles to the families in General Wavell's 
contract on Red River, but he was stopped by order of General 
Teran at Nacogdoches, and he was told that if he attempted to | 
proceed he would be prevented from issuing titles by force of | 
arms, if necessary, and Mr. Navarro returned home to Bexar. | 
In 1831, Mr. Madero was commissioned to issue titles to the | 
families in Vhelin's and other colonies ; he was imprisoned by | 
Col. Bradburn, acting under orders from-Gen. Teran. | 

The legislature of the State ordered the Governor, officially, | 
to inform Gen. 'l'eran not to meddle in any manner with the ! 
local affairs of the State, under pretext of authority granted to | 
him by the law ofthe 6th April, 1830, nor under any law ema- | 
nating from the General Government. ‘This order was sent | 
to Gen. Teran, then 1n the vicinity of Matamoros, some time | 
in the spring of 1532. 

In the year 1834, Mr. Vicente Aldrete was commissioned by | 
the Governor to put applicants in possession of lands witlun | 
the distriet made vacant by the death of Mr. Madero, and he | 
was put in possion of Mr. Madero's records. | 

in the year 1831, Stephen F. Austin, at the request of Mr. 
Delvalle, Secretary of State, brought on to San Felipe a num- 
ber of grants for Mexicans who had been for a long time resid- 
ing at Nacogdoches, and as many of them had the merit of | 
having filled stations in the municipal authority, as also, in 
the post-office, and had further suffered all the privations inci- | 
dent to an unsettled country, the Governor granted them an | 
augmentation. IJ forwarded the several grants to the parties. 
At that time I entei tained the opinion (aud yet do) that, as Gen. 
Wavell had contracted to settle Mexicans and Europeans, 
they who were at Nacogdoches had the right to locate their 
grants on Red River. 

I am of opinion that some grants of eleven leagues have 
been twice located, and possibly the secoud location made on 
Red River, the first having been made on the Trinity and 
west of it. This has been done, I think, by Americans who 
purchased duplicate copies. 

it will be found that there are four hundred leagues of land 
granted to myself and others, F. W. Johnson and Robert Pee- 
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bles, which have been located in Red River, Harrison and Na- 
| cogdoches counties, which lands, so far as respects myself, have 
not been claimed, nor have I ever seen the titles ; and so far 


as regards any interest of my own, I renounce. 
SAMUEL M. WILLIAMS. 


[Page 303 of Journal.] 


War DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, Dec. 17, 1840. 


To His Excellency Davip G. BURNETT : 

Sir :—I have the honor to enclose a communication just 
| received from the Col. of Ordnance. ‘The Hon. Secretary of 
| War, being too much indisposed to address you himself, has 
| directed me to say, he trusts some speedy action may be had 
relative to its contents, as delay may prove extremely detri- 
mental to the interest of the country. 

Í have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] THO’S GALES FORSTER, 
Chief Clerk Dept of War. 
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ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
December 16, 1840. y 
To the Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

SIR :—I have the honor to report the receipt of an invoice 
of ordnance and ordnance stores from N. P. Ames, of Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, and also their safe arrival at Galveston. 
I have been informed, however, that the artillery, &c., are 
upon the wharf at that place. It would be rather tedious to 
you if I should enumerate the various modes in which artil- 
lery, and particularly pieces of this description (brass), may 
be injured. Itmay probably suffice simply to allude to the 
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situation of that which has been recovered at the arsenal 
by 1e-boring. ‘The carriages will also be materially injured 
from exposure. Í have ordered the ordnance stores to be 
placed in the custom-house store, that being the only public | 
building which can beused. Many of these articles are perish- 
able, and require the attention of an officer acquainted with | 
the component parts of each, and the proper mode of preserv- | 
ing them. The artillery and its train being complete, I most | 
earnestly advise its transportation to this dépót, which can | 
readily now be done by hiring or purchasing horses or mules | 
at Houston. And the ordnance stores can be readily sent by | 
waggons. This field battery, with its equipments, have been | 
ordered, and paid for, very recently, and if left in their pre- | 
sent state, will be rendered entireiy useless. They are not | 
required at the Island, being calculated for the field alone.— | 
A sufficient number of garrison guns are now there. The | 
(Quarter-Master-General informs me that the transportation | 
will cost ten thousand and eight dollars, or three thousand | 
four hundred and fifty-six dollars. [See note at the bottom.] | 
Permit me, sir, most respectfully, to draw your attention | 
again to the situation of the battery at port Galveston. Itis | 
positively dangerous for the sentinel to walk it, and as a means | 
of defence entirely useless. I respectfully refer to a commu- | 
nication made to you upon this subject a few days ago. In | 
the month of November, of the past year, I pressed this matter | 
upon your predecessor in the War Department, and informed 
him that it would require two thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-six feet of three inch pine plank one foot wide, five hun- 
dred and thirteen feet of running sleepers one foot square for 
a battery fifty-seven feet long and forty-eight feet wide, upon 
an elevation of eight feet, more or less, from the level of the Gulf. 
At that time the plank, &c., could have been purchased for 
about two thousand dollars Texas money, from the best judg- 
ment I can form. The new battery will cost about eight thou- 

sand dollars Texas money. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 

Colonel of Ordnance, 
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Cost of mules, - - - e - $1,080 00 
^ — transportation of ordnance stores, - 285 00 
drivers, - - - - - - 300 00 
$1,668 00 
6 
$10,008 00 
6,480 00 

Cost of transportation—mules rese: ved — —— 
Texas money, - - - - $3,528 00 


7,200 pounds, 
4 dollars per hundred pounds, 


$288 00 
2 hundred pounds ordnance stores added,. 


$376 00 
6 for one, 


$3,456 00 Texas money. l 
Cost of transportation by contract, $3,456 00 
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Mexıco, October 17, 1840. 


Sır :—I have the honor to inform you, that this Govern- 
ment having rejected the proposition for an armistice, I have 
closed my intercourse with them, and shall leave for Vera 
Cruz in a few days. ` 

I have the honor to be, 
Your very humble servant, 
[Signed] JAMES TREAT. 
To the Hon. A. S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State; — Tezas. 
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Wan DEPARTMENT. ? 
City of Austin, Dec. 19. 1810. 4 
To His Excellency Davin Q. Berner: 
Sig :—I enclose herewith a despatch from Major Howard, 
now in command ofthe post of San Antonio. 
The circumstances in which he is placed demand imme- 
diate attention to his requisitions. I regret to inform your 
Excellency that this Department has not one dollar at its 


command, and cannof, therefore, extend to the troops at Bexar 
the munitions of war necessary for their defence. 


‘The powder and lead are here, but we have no means of 
transporting either, 


I have the honor to be, 
Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
B. T. ARCHER. 
Secretary of War. 


[Signed] 


Posr SAN ANTONIO, | 
December 16, 1840. 4 - 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, . 
Secretary of War : 
Sig :— Your communication of the 11th instant has been 
received, and Į ain compelled to state that our horses are in 


such a poor condition that my instructions can be but very 
slowly execnted. 


Í shail here make a request that, if compiled witu, I am in- 
duced to hope wili bo ef great benefit to us. Loth fur our move- 
ments, and safety. It is oiders to inteiccpt. ail communica- 
ions between this place and the Rio Grande, by traders, for 


I am certain that the majority of them are Centralists, and our 
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| enemies. Some envelopes, which 1 found, of letters, carried in 
| by them, addressed to suspicious individuals of this place, 
| convinces me that the sooner the trade is stopped the better. 
| Before the close of this letter, I received information that on 
| the night of the 14th inst. a courier arrived in town in great 
haste, and since his arrival, I heard ıt circulating that Colonel 
| Seguin, Captain Oreola and Antonio Perez, of this place, have 
| accepted of commissions in the Central service. 
| | expect Lieut. Lewis with his detachment to-morrow.— 
B The troops are now quartered at the Alamo. 
B Weare much in want of amunition. We have at present 
E but one keg of musket powder ou hand. A requisition for 
B amunition was sent to Col. Hockley some days since. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] GEORGE T. "HOWARD, 
r Maj. Cora. at Berar. 
P.S. We are very much in want of three or four good 
American horses for our spies; three can be purchased in 
town, from one hundred and fifty to two hundred each, in par 
money G. T. H. 
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Communication from the Secretary of War, with accompa- 
nying Documents. 
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Wan DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, Dec. 21, 1840. 


` To the Hon. the House of Representatives : 

GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor herewith to enclose the 
information called for in a resolution of your honorable body, 
of December 14, 1840. 

I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 
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Statement of the Adjutant and Inspector- General, showing 
ihe number of men who have been enlisted into the First 
Regiment Regular Infantry, number of deserters, Sc. óc. 


ÅDJUTANT AND Inspector-GENERAL’s OFFICE, } 
Austin, December 17, 1840. 


Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War : 

Sır :—In compliance with your orders, I have the honor 
herewith to transmit a statement of the information respecting 
the regular army, required by the resolution of Congress, of 
the 14th inst. 

I respectfully beg leave to remark that almost all the deser- 
tions from the army occurred previous to the arrival of the 
clothing, promised at the time of enlistment. 

Tam, Sir, with high regard, 
H. McLEOD, 
Adj. & Insp.-Gen, 


Statement of the First Regiment of Infantry since its 
Organization, Jan., 1839, as required by a resolution of 
the Hon. Congress, adopted 14th Dec., 1840. 


Recruited, 674 ; deserted, 169; apprehended, 61; not ap- 
prehended, 108; honorably discharged, 48; dishonorably 
discharged, 7 ; died, 24; killed, 13; shot by order of General 
Court-Martial, 3; promoted, 6; in service at last return, 465; 
total number recruited and accounted for, 674. 

H. McLEOD, 
Adj. & Ins.- Gen. Texas Army. 
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Statement of the First Auditor, showing the expenscs of the 
Recruiting Service since the passage of the Law author- 
izing the raising of the First Regiment of Tifantry. 

4 EE 


221 REASURY DEPARTMENT, ` 

First Auditor's Office, Dec. 17, 1840, | 

Sık ;—In compliance with your communication of the 16th 
inst., relative to the amount expended in recruiting the first 
regiment of regular infantry, since the passage of the law 
creating the same, I have the honor £o report that there has 
been expended (as.far as I can ascertain from the books of the 
First Auditor aud the returns made) $25,348 96, for the par- 
ticulars of which you will please refer to the accompanying 


ad 
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statement. ` $ Rue ard 
MM I am, respectfully, p P 
ev ‘ Your obedient servant, , ^ > 
3 i . CHARLES’ MASON, 
l : - ' First Auditor. 
To the Hon. B. T. AÁgcn£n, ' 
Secretary of War. «`` ; 
on t E " pu. 2 
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rs 2M 
Statement of the Expenditures for Recruiting the First 
Regiment of Regular, Infantry, since the passage of the 
Law authorizing the same, according to the Books ofthe 
First Auditor. “Sa, LN -t 


T : : t0 A Meu 
Amount expended by Capt. B. Y. Gillan,in N. O.,, VETRA “ipo dE 
t 4 Col. Wm. S. Fisher, . - 48927 — 
HO H S" H McLeod, for balanee^ *, ` 
.  Quereerujting officers, — - - ->= FIÈ 50 
Amount expended for apprehension óffdeserters, : — 190 00 ' 
«by Capt. Lawrence, recruiting / 
officer at Galveston; DM ZZ C 953 00 
I 


‘Amount carried over, $11,200 46 


ME 
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Am/’nt bro’t forward, $11,200 64 
Amount expended by Capt. W. D. Redd, - 700 00 
a "o * A, Clendenin, - 842 00 
u 7 « M.B.Skerrett, - 1,700 00 
u =< * Lieut. H. L. Grush, - 414 00 
i * for bounty, Capt, D. C. Ogden, 2,855 00 
u « « « B, Y.'Gilla, 375 00 
« = ts Col. Wm. S. Fisher, 3,150 60 
E T « * J. Snively, - 240 Q0 
« a * Capt. M. B. Lewis, 1,500 00 
u i it * J.C. P. Kennymore, 492 50 
7 5 4 * John Holliday, - 290 00 
« « u « J.B. P. January, 1,560 00 
$25,248 96 

RECAPITULATION. Ea 
Amount expended in par money, | $9,573 69 
u a, Texas money, 15,775 27 
$25,348 96 


ui ——— —Ó——————À 
ve 
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. QuaRTER-MasTER-GeNERAL's OFFICE, 
Austin, December 19, 1840. 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
` Secretary of War: —, 

SiR:—ln obedience to your order, I have the honor to 
transmit, annéxed, a statement (as required by resolution of 
Congress of. 14th inst.) of the information connected with the 
Bureau, at the head of which.I have had the honor to preside, 
as Acting Quarter-Master-General, since the appointment of 
Col. Wm. G. Cooke to the command of the first regiment of 
infantry. 

By reference, it appears that fifty-four thousand one hun- 
dred eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents, have been expended 
by this Department for the purchase of horses, at an average 
cost ef one hundred and thirty-seven dollas each. 
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I find that upwards of one hundred have died and been lost 
in service. 

The number reported as on hand will not be in order for 
use until spring. Fifty-seven horses and fifty mules were 
sent on the road expedition with Col. Cooke, for the purpose 
of transporting waggons, packs, herding, '&c.; the balance are 
with the companies stationed at San Antonio, "San Marcos and 
with the detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Clendenin. 

I have the honor to be, 
` With high respect, 
Y our obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Acting Quarter- Master- General. 


— 


Statement showing the number of Horses, Mules, Saddles 
and Bridles, purchased for the First Regiment Infantry, 
their cost, also the number on hand, and ‘the amount paid 
for ‘appr ehending deserters, viz : 


396 ie cost in Texas treasury nores "$54,187 50 
90 mules, i ae - 14,432 00 


126 saddles, “ « e 6,148 50. 


480  « purchased in New-Y ork—par funds, 4,340 00 
131 bridles —cost in 'l'exas treasury notes, - 1,483 00 
480  €« purchased in New-York—par funds, 1,440 00 


ON HAND. 
170 horses unfit for service. 
127 cavalry saddles, purchased in New. Tone 


on 024 € bridles, « 
15 American saddles. 
6 « « old. 


5 Spanish saddle-trees. 


Amount paid for apprehending deserters, $701 00 


QuARTER-MasTER-GENERAL's OFFICE, 
City of Austiu, Dec. 19, 1840. 
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[Page 341 of Journal.] 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, Dec. 23, 1840. 


To His Excellency Davin G. BURNET, 
President of the Republic of Texas : 

Srr:—tI have the honor to ransmit herewith the information 
this day received from a small detachment stationed on Little 
River. 

It is with infinite regret that I am constrained to state that 
the arm of this Department is paralyzed through want of means, 
and cannot, therefore, extend the aid so loudly and imperiously 
demanded at our hands by our frontier brethren. 

The above is most respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 


CHILDERS PLANTATION, 
On Little River, Dee. 14, 1840. 


To the Hon. Branca "T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

SIR :—NSince the express, that was sent from this place, left, 
the hostile Indians have been in this settlement, committed 
depredations and perpetrated a murder. We stated in our 
express that every circumstance led us to suspect there was a 
number of hostile Indians in our neighborhood; our suspi- 
cions have been confirmed in a manner dreadful to relate.— 
We visited the remains, yesterday, of a young man, named 
James Childers, who was cowardly shot down, and mutilated 
in the most hornble manner, while engaged at work, Neat 
Little River Fort, three of his companions succeeded in mak- 
ing their escape ; they state that they were attacked and sut- 
prised by fifteen in number, who, from their appearance, they 
judged to be Northern Indians. 
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"There is now a large smoke to be seen on the Leona, and 
a party of mounted Indians were just seen within five miles 
of this place. 

We confidently believe that we are exposed to a general 
attack, and are painfully convinced, from every appearance, 
that we shall be overwhelmed by numbers in such an event, 
unless assistance 1s speedily sent us. 

If we are not furnished aid, we will be obliged to abandon 
our homes and eur improvements, to give up the idea forever 
of earning a subsistence on the frontier, and leaving our deso- 
lated homes standing witnesses of the neglect of the Govern- 


ment to protect us. . , 
Joan MARLIN, CARLES WaGoner, 
Capt. G, CHILDERS, ` H. KATTENHORN, 
BENJAMIN BRYANT, . FRANCIS Hucnzs. 


Ropert CHILDERS, 
I certify that the within petition of grievances is correct to 
my own knowlege. 
[Signed] H. A. ALLEN, 
2d Lieut. lst. Inft. 


Communication from Gen. Hamilton. 
[Page 378 of Journal.] ' i 


Lonpown, Nov. 6, 1840. 


My Dear SrR:—I am happy to inform vou that Lord 
Palmerston and myself agreed last night on the preliminary: 
articles of a Treaty of Recognition, Amity and Commerce be- 
tween Great Britain and Texas, by which I have secured the 
immediate and effectual mediation of England for a pacifica- 
tion between Texas and Mexico, and an extension of our 
boundary to the Rio Grande. 

Time has not allowed for the copying, engrossing and exe- 
cuting the Treaty 1n time for the Great Western, which sails 
to-morrow. The Treaty, moreover, has to bé laid before the 
Gabinet ; but, as Lord Melbourne, Lord John Russell and the 
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President of the Board of Trade have declared for it, there 
can be no doubt of its execution the next week. I subjoin a 
copy of a note I received from Lord Palmerston, last night, - 
informing me of the unavoidable circumstances which have 
prevented our executing the 'l'reaty in time for the Great 
Western. 

This most gratifying and unexpected result, at least, with 
the promptitude with which it has been accomplished, will be 
decisive of our ultimate success in negotiating the loan. , We 
must wait for a few days the issue of events in France, If the 
war party is put down, we shall, I am sure, soon be able to do 
something effectual with our loan, and with which the leading 
bankers ou the Continent and in England are most favorably 
impressed. 

Mr. Burnley, I hope, will go out on the 4th Dec., with the 
treaties, and with as much money as we can possibly raise-for 
the Republic. Such tightness in the money market in Eng- 
land is without example, which has arisen from the immense 
speculation iu French funds, requiring a large export of gold 
to pay for. Besides a panic which had led to hoarding on the 
part of the Capitalists withrthe strongest means, on the part, 
likewise, of the Dank of England. 

[Signed] , J. HAMILTON. 
His Excellency Mirapeau B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic of Texas. 


Palmerston’s Letter to Gen. Hamilton. 


. Orrx or Lonpon, Nov. 5, 1840. 


My Dear SiR :—Í am sorry to say that it is represented 
to me by my officer, that it will be physically impossible for 
the clerks to prepare the 'T'reaties for signature to-morrow ; and 
then, also, as there will be a meeting of the Cabinet on Satur- 
&ay, Mr. Labouchére and I could scarcely, with propriety, sign 
the Treaty with Texas, without having first taken the opinion 
of all the members of the Cabinet, who may be in town on 
Saturday. There is also another circumstance which still 
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renders further delay necessary, which is that I cannot sign 
an engagement in behalf of the Crown, without specially tak- 
ing the Queen's commands thereupon ¥ and there would not 
be time to send a draft down to Windsor to-morrow, and to 
obtain her Majesty's sanction in the course of the day. It is 
' also a general and useful rule with us to refer all drafts of 
‘Freaties to the Queen's Advocate-General, that we may be 
sure we make no engagements inconsistent with our laws. I 
fear, therefore, we must postpone our signatures until next 
week, but I hope that no difficulty will arise, in the mean time, 
except that which may relate to technical operations of copy- 
ing, &c. 
Yours sincerely, 
. [Signed] PALMERSTON. 
Gen. HAMILTON, &c. &c. &c. 


P 


Report of Select Committee. 
' [Page 385 of Journal] 


ComMmITTEE-Room, Dec. 30, 1840: 


"To the Hon. SPEAkER of the House of Representattves: 
'The Select Committee, to whom was referred the following 
several bills, to wit: a bill to be entitled an “Act to direct and 
regulate proceedings in reference to lands which have been 
forfeited aud escheated ;” a bill to be entitled an “Act to carry 
into effect the provisions of the 10th section of the general 
provisions of the Constitution, and to prepare for the final ad- 
justrhent of land titles;” a bill to be entitled an “Act declaring 
certain portions of the publie domain escheated, and regulat- 
ing the ,ocations thereof ;" a bill to be entitled an “ Act to 
provide for the investigation of escheated and forfeited lands,. 
and direct the manner of the disposal of the same ;” also, a 
bill to be entitled an “ Act to quiet the land titles within the: 
twenty frontier leagues, bordering on the United States of the 
North?—have had the same under consideration, and after 
having bestowed upon the subject that deliber ation the i impor- 
tance of the same so imperiously demands, as far as the limited: 
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time leit them, and other pressing engagements, would allow, 
have instructed me to report as follows: 

The Committee, in their deliberations, have been guided 
solely by an anxious desire to reconcile conflicting interests, 
and to submit scuh bills, the provisions of which will tend to 
a speedy, equitable and certain settlement, in whole or in part, 
of the land titles of the country, the incertitude of, and want 
of confidence in which, at home and abroad tend so materially 
to paralyze the energies of the people, retard emigration, cripple 
all the varied branches of productive industry, and check the 
resources of theeountry. 

Your Committee look upon the question presented, distracted 
as itis by the many antagonistical interests involved, excited, 
too, by feelings of hope, fear and avarice, as second to none 
that can come under the deliberations of the House. 

Such, in a great measure, seems to have been the causes 
heretofore that have prevented Congress, in her deliberations, 
from acting with that calm judgment and matured reflection 
the importance of the subject demanded. Without casting 
the slightest reflection (which your Committee disclaim) upon 
most of the past legislation upon this subject, it must, never- 
theless, be conceded that its tendency has been rather to ren- 
der more complicated and embarrassing a system which 
sprung into existence at a pertod when the country was more 
immediately oecupied by the incidents and affairs connected 
with our revolutionary struggles; at which time, it will be 
remembered, a grateful country, through her legislature, 
sought to make provision for, and satisfy the demands of those 
who had identified themselves with her in time of her adversity. 

At such a time, and under such circumstances, it could not 
be expected that a land law or system could have been adopted 
(a subject at all times, and in all countries, difficult of accom- 
plishment) to quiet conflicting claims, and of securing to the 
settler and emigrant confidence in the title to his lands, with- 
out whieh agriculture, the paramount branch of industry, 
cannot flourish ; for the husbandman builds with “hope de- 
ferred," and sows with a heavy heart, when he reflects that 
claimants, like Banquo’s ghost, may rise to expel him from 
the spot adorned by his industry, and to which he is endeared 
by habit and association, and: every virtuous tie. 
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More especially does such a state of things embarrass the ' . E 
country and retard the development of her vast resources, 
when we bear in mind that the cultivator of the soil, as well 
others, who hold honest claims against the Government, can 
have no hope, immediately or. prospectively, of quieting their 
claims, or determine the validity of their possessions. ^ . . : 

A want of information,.and a general distrust, as to the va- 3 
lidity of nearly all descriptions ofi titles, pr ejudice, the illusions ` : 
of self-lọve, and the violence of party and'sectional. "feeling, . 
all appeal to the statesman and patriot, in language riot to pass 
unheeded, the necessity of such legislative “enactments, and 
provisions of law, by which each*may know his own claims 
without being’ misled by self-deception, or the rules and forms ~ 
of law; by which his rights may be determined, and his off-' 
spring. secured in-their inheritahce. ` s 

Thé Committee, impressed with'. this view of the subject, 
and having examined as thoroughly and maturely as possible . 
the merits and provisions of the several bills referred to them, >` 
have instructed me to report to the House thetwotollowingbills ^ « 
with the amendments annexed thereto, as substitutes for ll the 
bills submitted to them, to wit: thé last mentioned bill above. 

The Committee, in submitting these acts, with any 
adopted, have sought to reconcile, as far as possible, all anta-' 
gonist interests, allay all sectional feeling, | and, at, ‘the same. 
fime,"make provisions for every possible class of cases, where- ras 
by they may be promptly and equitably determined, without :, "^ 
impairing the rights.of any, or jeopardizing the public weal. 
The Committee are aware, from the difficulty surrounding this 
subject, of the impracticability of presenting à system without . 
objection. ' The citizens living within the twenty frontier ' 
leagues occupy, it will be recollected, grounds relative to their p 
titles peculiar in themselves, and seein to require, in some "^ 
measure, a law, adapted to the nature and character of the. , ` 
grants, titles, claims and concessions in that.section of the- 
State. Taking into view the whole sübject, and the diversity ` 
of opinion, existing in the minds of-honorable members, as is ' 
manifested by the character and number of the bills above, 
enumerated, the Committee have, by returning the bills h a 
with submitted, endeavored to meet, as fat as practicgbie; 
views and just interests and rights of all. - 
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The Committee will congratulate themselves, shall they, in 
presenting the result of their deliberations to the House, do 
any thing te induce that harmony of action and compromise 


of feeling on this, as on many other occasions, so essential to 


our legislative action. l l 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. ; 
i JAMES 8. MAYFIELD, 
Chairman of Select Committee. 


. GENERAL Lann OFFICE, 
Austin, Dec. 22, 1840. 


Hon. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN, 
Of the House of Representatives: ’ 

In answer to your resolution of the 19th inst., requesting 
certain information, I herewith submit, in Document A, the 
statement of “the number of eleven leage grants and colonists’ 
or other grants within the limits and boundaries of the Che- 

‘rokee territory, to whom said grants were issued, by whom 
granted, and at what date,” so far as I. am able to judge of the 
location from the vagueness of description in the titles, and 
there being none of the old titled lands represented upon the 
map of that section of country now in this office, it being 
the same as furnished by the late Commissioner General Land 
Office, under date of Dec.-30, 1839, with the addition of the 
Commissioners by whom said titles were issued. 

In answer to the second query, relative to “ the number of 
surveys made in said territory,” &c., I can only say that there 
have not been any surveys within said territory received and 
regularly filed in this office; five surveys in this territory, 
however, were presented during the late discussion of the 
Cherokee Bill, and were left by the parties interested to await 
the final result of the Bill theri under consideration. 

Document B, shows with tolerable accuracy the number of 
eleven leagues and other grants, located within the ten coast 
leagues on the Gulf of Mexico, “to whom granted, at what 
time, and by what officer.” For a full description and history of 
the landed affairs of the western portion of the country, border- 
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ing on the coast, including Power & Hewitson's and DeLeon’ s 
Colonies, I would refer your honorable body to a communica- 
tion of the late Commissioner General Land Office of the 2d 
inst. to Hon. Robert Potter, Chairman of Committee on Public 
Lands of the Senate, which is printed with the “evidence in 
relation to land titles.” By it.the Hon. Congress will perceive 
the impracticability of obtaining correct information at this 
time upon the subject of the enquiries contained in the resolu- 
tion. I have no doubt but the list contains all the large grants 
bordering on the remainder of the coast, included in “Austin’s 
Coast Colony and the southern parts, of Vehlein & Zavala’s 
Colony. 

In answer to the first part of the third query contained in 


the resolutión, respecting “ the number of eleven league grants | 


located within the twenty border leagues of the United States,” 
&c., [herewith submit Document C, showing as far as can be 
ascertained from the records of the office the information de- 
sired ; but, for the want of the necessary maps of counties 
bordering on the United States, and those already, received not 
representing any of the large grants, the list furnished is not 
as correct as l could wish. This list does not include any 
titles issued under contract of Messrs. ‘Williams, Johnson and 
Peebles, James Grant, John Durst, and S. M. Williams or John 
T. Mason. For a more full description of these and all other 
titles, issued in the eastern or north-eastern portion of'the Re- 
public, 1 would also respectfully refer your honorable body to 
a communication of the late Commissioner General Land 
Office to Hon. Robert Potter, Chaitman of Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands of the Senate, under date of 21st ult., which is also 

published with the « evidence in relation to land tities. n^ 

All of which is submitted by 
Yours very Yespeetfully, ; 
u H. W. RAGLIN, 
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Date of Title. Leagues, 


gt | DOCUMENT A. 
á 
, Names. 
Jósé Luis de la Beg =- ~- -~ 


Eoo Elias Bean, -S - 
- William Bean, - - 
Peter Elias Bean, ag't for Jesüs de la Gaza, 
Barr & Devanport, - - 
‘Nepomuceno de la Cerda, — - 

Juan Durst, ag't or purchaser of J, M. Mora, 
. Helena Kimble, widow of J. Dill,  - 
Ramon de Legarreta, - aye 
Vicente Michele, (purchaser), - 

Henry Stockman, - t0 -= 
Leonard Williams, - - - 
Thomas Williams,  - - 

A Hotchkiss, agent for Thomas Quevedo, 
_ William F. Allison, - - - - 
‘Elihu C. Allison, - "-.- -> 
Larkin Baker, - — - JM 
Gordiana Bardillo, . - - oe 
Crawford Burnett, - - - - 
José Agaton Cato, = - - 
José T, Cooke, - - - - - 


a 


May 31, 1792, 
Aug. 13, 1898, 
Sept.: 24, 
April 5, 1834, 
May 21, 1810, 
« af 1792, 


Oct. 30, 1833, 


July 26; 1828, 
Jan. 16, 1804, 


May 27, 1810, 
Aug. 7 1833, 
Mar. 28, 1829, 
a 24. « 
Sept. 23; 1835, 
Oct. 19,. c 
[44 16, e 
À June11, L 
July 6, & 
Sopt. 5, "o 
May 30, e 
Feb. 2, « 
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¿Dist of Titles issued by various Commissioners within the “Cherokee Territory.” 


By whom issued, 
- José Cayetano de Zepeda. 
José Maria Mora. 


Vicente Aldrete. 
Pedro Procela. 
José Cayetano de Zepeda. 
. Vicente Aldrete. , 
José Maria Mora. 
José Ignacio Ugarte. 
m Mora. 
José Ignacio Wie) ba. | 


~ Radford Berry. 
G. A, Nixon. 
[4 


at’. 


« 


^ 


SSE 


- 


^ 
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William Clark, 


Miguel de los Santos Coy, 
Elijah S. Debard, 
John Engledow, 


- 


* 


Josefa. Peres Falcon, 
Matthew Golcher, 
Garrison Greenwood, 


Zaceus Gibbs, - 


Jean Baptiste Gague, 


Romano Gonzales, 
Maria Sinforosa Gonzales, 


William Gates, ^ 
Edson Gee, 


_ A Elizabeth Groce, 
~ Maria G, Henrique, 
. James Hamilton, - 


John Jordan,. 
» Levi Jordan, 


James Jordan, 


Jesse 'T. Jones, 
Isaac Kendrick, 
Barbara C. Lewis, 


Benijah Laffarty, 


James Latham, 
Uriah Moore, 


José: 


- 
n 
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aria Martinez, 


- 


June 20, 
€ &« 
July 8, 
May 13; 
June 12, 


.Jan. 8, 


Feb. 4, 


we n ë 


v va ë 7 


1 
1 
A 
X 
1, 
1 
CEA 
x 
1 


E 


eL pami iu poemi pommi demi pmi T pud p pae pret feed jen fend pend 


`á 
^ 


~ M» ~ ow lpn M 


M uv MA 


v v xv ë v 
P 


* 
wow 


^» 


^ 


2) 


68g 


J 
i 


- 


es 


a 


7 


Names, 


x? a 


Thomas McDonald, . | 


Henry Myers, 


- 


James McClure, 
John McGregor, 
José N. Manchaca, 
, John Malone, - 
" "Vincent Moore, 
Kinchen Odorn, 


_ David Page, 
Beverly Pool, 


- 
- 


José Maria Procela, 


John Peburn, 


- 


William Reagan, 


James Reel, 
Daniel Reel, 
Henry Reel, 
Jacob Roth, 
Isaac Reed, 


~ 


hoe 


tow 
* 
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Thomas J. Rusk, 
John Sheridan,” - 
William T. Smith, 
. "Thomas Timmons, 
Hiram B. Troutman, 
Ventura 'T'eheda, 


John' Vaughn, 


$ 


“ 
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Date of Title. 


Jüne 20, 
July 22, 


Jan. 20, 


- 


1835, 
« 
e 


Leagues J 
' 1 j G, À, Nixon * 
« « 
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By whom issued, 
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Juan Vargas, - - - - ~ 

. Joseph Weeks, - E - 
i ‘John Walker, - | -  - ~ 0e 
W, R. Wilson, ~ oe so, 


May 18,. 120 m Uu di 
Nov. 21, 1834, 1, i w 
Jan. 8, 1835, x d 
Mar. 12, “ |] n 8 

Norz.—''he titles issued in January or February, 1836, by John Cameron, under contract 
of James Grant with the State; dated May 2, 1835, have been omitted, as well as all others issued 
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after the closing of the Land Offices by the Consultation. 2: 
i |o. o. H W..RAGLIN, 
Acting Commissioner G. L, Office. 
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GENERAL Lanp Orrice, November 22, 1840. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


* 


S 


List of Large Grants located with the Ten Coast Border Leagues. 


Leagues. 


Names of Grantees. Date of Title. By whom issued. 

José Miguel Aldrete, ~ + 4, Sept. 22, 1834, José Jesus Vidauri. 

Joshua Davis, - ^" - - 51, Aug. 9, *“ EM Z 
Siew r ames Power, - - fi 11, Nov. 28, « us QE. 
J.iPower & J. Hewetson, « --«. 8,* Oct, 30; « « T 
S i cc w "D," Dec. 20, « « M 
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x Names of Grantees, Leagues, Date of Title, By whom issued, a 
Valentine Gureia, " - " AF Jan My 7, 1833, Fernando de Leon. Ps 
Marin De Loon, = «e 5t 25, « a « / 
Ramon Musquiz, by attorney, k | 
h 4 & [4 $ [44 & 
i Nacisio Musquiz, i , ht say NE. f 
Ue o lias Bean, -~ ! Bi, . Bept, 26, '— Vicente Aldrete, | 
aria do los Santos Coy, »y agonts, í i P i i 
: ET P. A. Sublett & Sam Houston, 2b Dec, 2, Ne 
n Thomas Jotlorson Chambers, : 1, Oct. 26, 1834, Irak. Lewis. -> ^. 
w-— ii , "a u E 71,900,000 Aq. vb Sapt, 23,  " u « 
H. W.R, AGLIN, ne 
Acting’ Commissioner G MA Offico. 7 
GENERAL LAND Orrice, Décombor 22, 1840. 8 " 
mre ov x 
* Premium Lands, t Certified Copy fled. t Part of eleven leagues.---Cerüífied copy filed, 4 Oee Copies, — i 
Part of thirty leagues granted him as Supreme Judge, ` 2 
* ' b 5 " 
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: Names of Grantees. 
JE Carlos Gill, 
J. M. Mora; 
: Jesus Cantun, 
UD .. Kk. Stockman, 
I. F. de Rumayor, 
1. A. Stockman, 
Fro, Ramires, 
Jesus Cantth, 
V. Elquezabal, 
Ramon de la Serda; 
I. B. B. Davenport, 
Marcos Sanches, ` 
Vital Flores, 
Manuel Varaquara, 
A. Septlbeda, , 
— ae Aran] ` 
* rosaria Montanto, 
Miguel de Oscadiz, 


Se 1 À Chitin, 


* 


t of eleven leagues. 


DOCUMENT C. 


‘bordering upon the United States. 


Agent’ Names, 
Matthew Cartwright, 
Jain Durst, 

Win, G. Logan, 


W.G, Logan & H. B 


P. da Monard, 


G, Pollit & Sain Stiddon, 


frost Thorn, 
Jolin S. Roberts, 
Adolfo Sterne, ` 


Erost Thorn, 
A.U. & J. K. Allen, 
ue 


Pedro B, Bean, 
A. Hotchkiss, 
« 


£ 


Leagues: 


Bo 


Li 
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Date of Title. 


April 17, 
Oct. 30, 
Sopi. 11, 
April 23, 
Mar, 15, 
April 22, 
Nov. 30, 
Dec. 20, 
Nov. 28, 
Aprit 2, 


"Sept. 18, 
Nov. od 


(e ét 
Mar, 9, 
i 17, 
Nov. 16, 
u 19, 
* Mar, 11, 


1834, 
1833, 
1835, 
1834, 


d 


1833, 
1834, 
1833, 
1834, 
1835, 


1933, 
tt 

. 1834, 
« 


1835, 
um $ 


té 


List af Teven League and other Large Grants located within the Twenty Langs 


By whom issued. 
Vicente Aldrete. 


Radford Berry. 
Vicen ta Ald rete 


it. 
tf 


Vital Flores. 
Vicente Aldrete. 


Raatord Berry. 


Vicente Aldrete. 
t 


it 
th 


‘Radford ‘Berry. 
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Names of Grantees, > Agents’ Names, Leagues. Date of Title. By whom issued, di 
José Maria Barrego, `A. Hotchkiss, ti, Nov. 10, 1835, Radford Berry, 7t 
1, L. Escobat, : HN 11, Sept. 30, « | um i 
Manuel Elizondo, s 11, Oct. 22, « Mii f “2 
nofre Fernandez, i Tip ,« K « NES. 4 ! 
osé Maria de la Fuénta, p AP RS We . 1h  Sept30, € . G6 E 
A {enacio Galindo, L . 11, ¢ 15, «* | $E S X 
“ Man’! & José M, Lopez, Wm, G, Logan, 1l], / « « e’, u | 
M. Arciniega, ' Eo sab tes ee, qe e f 
' -Maria Mora, ^ Ta: McFarland, 11, Dec. 6, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. 7 ; 
Antonio Gonzales, H. ©. McNeill, i 11, Sept. 8, 1835, Radford Berry. - 
Ignacio José Ybarbo, -Charles Noyret, < 14, Aug.25y « Luis Procela. p 2 
LN. Elizondo, ' . George A. Nixon, © 1] Oct. '4, * , Radford Berry. — 5 HE 
Gordiano Badilla, . - John S. Roberts, . > 9, . Nov. 20, 1834, . Vital Flores. . EX i 
Juan Mora, " P. A. Sublett &S, Houston, 1 Dec. 3, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. Er 
Marcos Sanches, M, B. Menard, Bo A 10, 1834, Vital Flores. "B 
I. A. Sepulbeda, I. C. Turner, 2 4 April 2 e —— Vicente Aldrete. m 
ve? tat P E W. RAGLIN, E 
< ba og $ . SUE Commissioner G. L. Office, 3» 
Generau Lanp Orricre, Decémber 22, 1840. E 
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A BILL, 4 ` 


"To be entitled an Act to incorporate a Company, to be called 
The Franco- Tezienne- Company, and granting certain 
privileges to the same. z 


3 


SEorroN l. Be it Hada by the Senate and House of 
| Representatives, of the Republic of Texas, in Congress 
; assembled, That Basterreche ——— — de ——— — ‘and 
| their associates be, and they are hereby formed' into a body. . ' +: 
corporate, by.the name and style of the Franco” l'exienhe Com- l 
; pany, and, as such Company, shall hayerall the j powers, rights 
! and privileges, incident to corporations, for carrying.out the ! 

| objects of their association, as they are hereinafter expressed ' a 
M and declared. x s 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said company 
M shall be bound to introduce into the ‘Republic, and lecate 1 upon 
the lands hereinafter designated, at least eight thousand emi- 
, grants on or before the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
‘and forty-nine, which said emigrants shall be | brought in and ` 
, located at the sole and entire expense of said company, and 
said emigrants shall take the oath of allegiance to this Repub-. dE 
| i lic, and be subject to all the duties of other oeus of the Re- -a 
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“Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said company 
Ẹ shall also be bound to establish, erect’ and keep in good and! 
| sufficient repair for all military purposes, for the term of twenty ` 
"M. years from the said first of Janüary, 1839, a line of military 
| posts, extending from the Presidio del Rio Grande to the Red 
| River, at some point above and near the Cross Timbers, which 
said line of posts shall'consist of at least twenty in number, 
Wf and to be located upon the tracts of land hereinafter designated, 
‘and to be kept up during the said term of twenty years, by? 
the said voe and at its entire es aüd cost. . = 
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shall also be bound to establish and keep im repair, for; 
the said period of.twenty years, and for the public use and! 
trade, lines of communication between each and every one off 
said posts, extending a$ aforesaid from the Rio Grande to the | 
' Red River.’ | 

Sec. 5. Beit further enacted, That the said company i 
-shall also be bound and required to appoint a sufficient num- 
ber of competent geologists, mineralogists and botanists to ex- | 
plore the whole of the ‘country embraced within the limits of Ili 
this Republic above the said line of posts, and shall cause the f 
“same to ‘be thoroughly explored and examined as soon as the | 
‘same can be done, and all mines of value, lying within the; 
publie domain. above Said line of posts shall be opened and F 
worked for the period of twenty years from the opening of the $ 
same, at the entire expense of said company, fifty per centum, 
of the proceeds of which shall be paid into the treasury of this 
Republic. 

SEC. 6. Be it ! further enacted, That in consideration of; 
the performance of the duties required by said company, there 
shall be granted to said company three millions-of acres of the] 
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public domain of this Republic, in such tracts as are herein Wi 


‘designated ; but until the said emigrants shall have been in-? 
troduced and located upon said lands, as specified in the 2d E 
section of this act, and the said line of posts and communica Ni 
-tion shall have been established, as specified in the third and ' 
fourth sections of this act, there shall not be granted to said 
company any other than a conditional title to said lands, to. 
become void and of nc effect if the said emigrants shall not be J 
introduced and ‘located, and said posts ond communication 
established as herein provided for. 

SEC. 7. Be it further, enacted, That, upon the completion’ 
on the part of said company of its undertaking to introduce.T 
and settle said emigrants, and to establish said line of posts 5 
and communication, asis hereby provided for, there shall beg 
executed to said 
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Basterreche and ~ and their asso-3 


! ciates, if any, patents conveying the absolute right and title o£? | 


this Government to the several tracts or bodies of land herein- ' 
after specified, provided that there shall not be conveyed to^ 
thema farger quantity in the aggregate than three millions of 4 | 
&CIe5, i 


1 EKA n. 
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Sec. 8. Be it "further enacted, That the lands to be scutes 
to said Besterreche and and their associates in 
said company, if any, shall be designated and located as follows: 
ist. A grant of 512,000 acres on the left bank of ,the Rio 
Grande, streiching from the San Antonio road ta the Presidio, 
one hundred miles in length up said river, and eight miles in 
breadth, upon which said tract there shall be erected ‘three of 
said posts. 2d. A grant of 192,000 acres on the River Nueces, 
commencing thirty-nine miles above the road. running from 
San -Antonio to the Presidio del Rio Grande, stretching on 
each side of said river, twenty-one miles in length and six miles 
in breadth, 3d. A grant of 194,000 acres on the Rio Frio, 
commencing twenty miles above the moüth of the Aroya de 
Uvaldo, and. stretching upwards on the' ‘tight bank of said 
river twenty miles in length and twélve miles in breadth, upon 
which there shall be erected one of said posts. 4th. A grant 
of 128,000 acres stretching from the nght side of the Aroya 
Seco to the left side of the. Aroya de’ Uvaldo, upon which there 
shall be erected one of said posts. th. A grant of 128,000 
acres on the Guadalupe River, commencing above the mouth 
of Sabine Creek and running up said river twenty miles in 
length and ten miles in breadth, upon which there shall be | 
erected one'of said posts. 6th. Three grants between the San 
Saba and Colorado Rivers, to contain in the aggregate one mil- 
lion of acres to be located as follows :—1st. The tract of land 
limited by the'waters of San Saba River and its tributaries, 
' from the mouth of Buffalo Creek to the source of said river ;— 
2nd. The land between the San Saba and Colorado Rivers on 
the left side of the road running from San Antonio to Santa 
Fé, to be laid out nineteen miles in breadth; and, 2d, the 
lands ou the right side of said road, stretching along the Tight. 
bank ofthe Colorado River thirty miles in length and six miles.’ 
in breadth, upon which said three last mentioned tracts of 
land shall. be erected four of said posts., 7th. A grant of 
. 192,000 acres, stretching from the Colorado to the Pasegona 
River „on the left side of the road from San Antonio to Santa. 
Fé, one hundred miles in length and three miles in breadth’ 
upon which there shall be'erected one:of said posts. 8th. A 
grant of 294,000 acres on Red River, commencing immediatel 
above the Cross Timbers and [Fanning wp forty: six miles i in 
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length and ten miles in breadth, upon which there shall be 
erected one ofSaid posts. 9th. One grant of 50,000 acres, to be 
located near the head source of the Nueces River. 10th. One 
grant of 50,000 acres to be located on the Nueces River and at 
the intersection of the road running from San Antonio fo the 
Presidio del Rio Grande. lith: One grant of 50,000 acres, to 
be located near the source of the Colorado River. 12th. One 
grant of 50,000 acres, to be located on the Aguila River, thirty 
miles above its mouth. 13th. One grant of 50,000 acres, to be 
located near the source of San Andres River. 14th. On2 grant 
of 50,000 acres, to be located on the Brazos, thirty miles above- 
the mouth of Palo Pinto River. 15th. One grant of 50,000 
acres to be located on Noland River, about fifty miles above its 
mouth; and, 16th, one grant of 50,000 acres, to be located 
betweeen the forks of the Trinity River, on the west side of 
the Cross Timbers, which said eight last mentioned tracts are 
to be surveyed in a square form, having a radius of five miles 
each, and upon each one of the same there shall be-erected 
one of said posts. "e i 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the lands specified in 
this Act, to be granted to said company, shall be free and ex- 
empt from all taxes and exactions of every description what- 


.ever until the first day of January, 1848, and from that time 


none of said lands shall be liable to be taxed for the additional 
term of seven years, except such as are actually settled and 
occupied. : . 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That there shall not be 
granted by the Government of this Republic to any other in- 
corperated company any of the publie demain lying beyond 
the 22d degree of west longitude from the city of Washington, ` 
until after:the expiration of twenty years from the time that 
this Act shall go into effect. : : 

SEC. 11. Be it further enactéd, That the said 
Basterreche — ———, and their associates forming said company, 
shall have the right te import from Europe or elsewhere, free 
of all duties, imposts or exactions of every description what- 


“ever, for the term of twenty years from the passage of this Act, 


all goods, wares and merchandize, necessary for conducting 
and carrying on trade and commierce with Santa Fé, Chihua- 
hua or other Mexican towns or cities, and it shall only be ne-, 
» Wg Fag ' 
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cessary for the said company, or its agents, on importing such ` a 
goods, wares and merchandize as are intended for said trade E 
and: commerce, to take an oath at the custom-house where the 
same are introduced, before the collector, that such goods,’ 
wares and. merchandize are Intended for said trade and com- 
merce, to obtain a permit for the introduction of the same free 
of duty. RU ; 

Suc. 12. Be it further endcted, That ihe said company” 
shall have the exclusive right of working all mines found on or - 2 


. within the lands granted to said company for the term of fifty ^ 


years-from and after' the passage of this Áct, upon its paying 


. into the treasury of this Républic, annually, fifteen per centum. 


e 


^ 


of the progeeds arising from said mines. ; 
Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, ‘That said company shall ` 
have the right to enact and pass any and all by-laws which 
may be necessary for its government and for carrying ‘out all 7 
the objects contemplated by this Act, provided that no by-law — . 
shall be passed by said company, which shall be opposed to, or 
in violation of, the Constitution and laws ef this Republic. 


uu x 


m 


"S s ` n 


Page 494 of Journal] oe 


` January ! 9, 1841.— T'en-o'clock. ` k 


Dear Srr:—This morning brings the following intelli 2E 
gence through the kindness of Capt. Sewell, just from the 
rancho of Mr. Kinney, at the Nueces, that the enemy, three 
days ago, approximated at that point, and:the officers had an - | 
interview With Col. Kinney. The express that brought two 
letters for Kinney, one ‘from Gen. Arista, and the other from: 
Gen. Canales, offering protection to Kinney, and said express 
opened the plan of an attack that Gen. Arista was to make 
against 'Texas—that he was going first to’ attack, with four ` 
thousand men, Live Oak Point, this place and Victoria, and to 
keep it up until he could provoke the "Fexians to pass west o 
the Nueces, and there concentrate all their forces against her. . | 

This express came.back with the division of Capt. 
which contained three hundred men. Kinney says-he made | 
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a purchase of the commandér of the land he lives ou. The di- 
vision that was at Kinney’s rancho came for the cannon, arms 


and powder that was left atthat point. The same express 


that brought Kinnoy's letters takes back letters from Kinney's; 
but Capt. Sewell says that he does not know what they con- 
tained, They were directed to. Arista and Canales. Gen. 
Arista ison this side of the Rio Grande, with four or five 
thousand men, and contemplates an attack immediately. Sir, 
cn yesterday and the day before, some Mexicans came in, Uut 
their information is contradictory, and I have advised Colonel 
Jordon to arrest them as spies. I handed Capt. Wells this 
express, and paid him ten dollars in silver, ont of my own 
pocket, to pay his expenses. I wrote you on yesteday, also, 
i hope to see the Government act witnout delay, and not suf 
fer the whole frontier t fall a victim to the Mexican guillotine 
and expose your country to imminent danger. 


Yours 
l P. DIMITT. 
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ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
January 4, 1841. - 


To His Excellency Davin G. BURNETT, 
President of the Republic: 


Sır :—In obedience to your order requiring a statement of . 


the liabilities of the Government for arms contracted for inthe . 


United States, I have the honor to reply : That an order was 


P 


issued by the late Hon. Secretary of War, bearing date 29th | 


May, 1839, and another dated 7th June, of the same year, di- 
recting the Colonel of Ordnance to contract with Messrs. Try- 
on, Soa & Co. in the first, for five hundred muskets, and the 
‘second for one thousand, making together fifteen hundred 
muskets, whieh was accordingly done and the contract closed 
at twelve dollars each. — 

During the month of May, of the same year, experiments 
"were made, by order, with the different maufactures of revolv- 
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Í ing nes, and other small arms differing from the common x 
$ musket. This resulted in the recommendation of Jinks’ rifle, " 


| with some alterations; and two hundred and fifty were ac- 

, cordingly ordered. They will cost twenty-three dollars arid ` 
eighty cents each. "P CRM 

M. ‘The arms first mentioned would have been delivered long — - 
im since, but for the epidemic which prevailed throughout the 

m@ United States, during the year before mentioned. Messrs. 

l P Tryon, Son & Co. asked for further time to complete their ` 


3 

Wi contract, which was granted. The rifles ordered from Mr. ! 

m Jinks’ factory have been ready, and in New-Orleans, since i 2] 

| August last. Capt. Pennoyer has advanced fourteen hundred J 

| dollars for the Government on account of that order. E ag 
a 


The payments and liabilities of the Government will then , 


| ' stand thus :— . 

E Payments for Tryon's Muskets. 
i t 

| 


s 


-43 cases, 860 muskets, received and paid for, $11,161 15 


— 


a . To be paid for. ' i i 
» 32 cases, 640 muskets,(Tryon’s), - $8414 90 j 
i= 13 cases, 250 rifles, (inks), ,-. ~ 6,401 14. - 
| i š i ES z. PRECOR ae e 
l Amount still due, - + $14,816 04 © 
This amount may: be slightly augmented by contin gent ex- 


penses, such as storage, &c. &c., (the Government having | 

neglected complying with its part of the contract, not having ! 

promptly received and paid for Jinks’ rifles.) ; | 

M. in answer to your enquiry as to the necessary stores, &c., | 
| required by this Department for the current year, E have the . | 

4 „honor to enclose a copy of the'estimate which accompanied 

d my report to the Hon. Secretary of War.- This, your Excel- j 

i. lency will perceive, includes al? which will be required. The 

.. special enquiry to which I have been directed is answered by 

the following extract from that report, viz :— ; 

` 3,500 kegs gun-powder, cannon, musket and rifle, $19,250 00 
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i 1,000 pigs lead—60,120 ibs. =. ,- ^ 3,56 A Tae 
4p 50,000 fints, -  - PO EM RADO ooo | 
if i x : p63 36 E 
i| ,631 36... ! 
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T must solicit the patience of your Pedas for the pur- 
pose of another extract from that report, inasmuch as it has 
not been puntos. and probably not seen by you. 

Eizíract.—'lhe necessary expenses of the current year 
will depend entirely upon the action of Congress as regards. 
the Department. If an armory of construction be decided 
upon, the necessary buildings, machinery, &c., will require a 
liberal appropriation. Drawings and plans, with a view to 
that object have been-prepared, and are now in this office, and 
held subject to orders. The estimates of cost will depend «| 
much upon the location. of the works, the power and is style 
of architecture. 

“Should it be ARE necessary to continue an armory for 
repairs of artillery and small arms only, a comparative small 4 
amount of appropriation-—say eight thousand dollars par mo- 
ney, exclusive of the cost of public buildings, will be repuired. 

1 have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
. Your most obedient servant, 
[Signed] GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, ! 
; . Colonel of Ordnance. 
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Estimate of ihe Ordnance Department for the year 1841. 


Cost of quarters and kitchens for officers and men 


(frame)—caleulations made in conformity to z 
regulations, - - - - .* - $4,500 00, ; 
Fence, — - ec. s. - e 648007 
Cost of building for the pusecvenop of arms in their 
racks and swings, - - 1,200.00 : 
Additional blacksmith’s shop & forge for construction, '800 00 ` " 
Incidental expenses for tools, &c., $8,000, T. M., à 
Shot for one 22 pounder, 2,200 lbs, at 1ücts per Ib., 220 00 
* one 24 EB 400 € « e 240 00 
4 one 6 wag: ic cie DU os 60 00 
4 E . . . : ————— 4 


Amount carried over, $7,663 00 
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Amnt Drot forw ard, $7, 663 00 je og 
Shot for two 4 pounders, 800 lbs., at IO ets. per lb, ' 80.00 
u — two 18 pounders, 3,600 Ibs, s x -360 00 ` 
'* one 8 inch howitZer, 8,000 lbs. *. vs 800 00 
Canister and grape, 31,600. Ibs., at 18 ets. per lb., 5,688 . 00 
3,500'kegs gunpowder, cannon, rifle and musket, 
at $5 50 per keg, -7-a 39,250 00 
| 1,000 pigs lead —weight 60, 120 Ibs. za gets. p ib., 3, 156 30 
i 50, ,000 flints, at $4,50 perm, - - - ba 995 00 : 
60 bolts flannel, at $20 per bolt,  ,- - . 1,200 00 ; 
2,500 sabots, averaging 5 cts. per sabot,” -  . 125 00 
! 10, ‘000 empty cahisters, at $6 per hundred, - -~ 600 00 a 
80 port-fire Stocks, at 90 cts., ~ oe - 72 00 
80:lint stocks, at 90 cts., - - - - ' %2 00 e 
5,000 feet match-rope, at. 20 cts, -. -  - 1,000 00 
! 1,000 port-fire, at 40 ets.. . -  -. -  -  , 400 00 
: 20, ,000 priming-tubes, ^ -,.- - e - ` 400 00. 
"100 tube boxes, at $1 70, - Bee -. 170 00.. ; 
200 haversacks, at $2 20, - >- *- 7- 440 00 
120 priming-wires, at 25 cts, ie. 3d - ^". 80 0U 
500 thumb-stalls, at 20 ets., - : - 100 00 
100 port-fire cases and cutters, at $3 25, ME 325 00, 
60 tompions and collars, at 60 ets. — - - 23600 Sa 
60 lead aprons and straps, at 40 cts., - =- 2400 | 
" 60 tarpaulins, at $2 . 30,- t pe œ= 0 =+.438 00 . | 3 
60 prolongs, at $6 50, r= e398, 00 S. uh 
80 sponge covers, at 50 etsa, =, - 40 00 - 
60 sponge buckets, at $3 50, - - " 210 00 
80 sponges and rammers, at Si. 90, -. - 152 00 ‘ 
80 ladles and worms, at $2, ^ - ~- - .  .160 00 i 
80 priming horns, at 70 cts, | . - - , 56 00 
50 lbs. 2 copper wire for ramrods, at 75 cts., SF 50 | 
200 Ibs, copper tacks, at 75 ets, - =- — - 150 00 E 
500-bundles tacks for naili ling sabots, at 5 cts., 25 00 i 
- 8 boxes block tin, at $14 50, - - ~ 43 50 
100 Ibs. double double nails, at 8 ets, oe é *8 00 
.200 “ 12d nails at Sets,  - - - `- 16 00 
1°00 « 10d do. €. ^ - ” Beo J 
2 ‘ LAN S ‘ . 
‘Amount carried overe"$43,411 00^ 
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f j i l l Anvnt bro't forward, $43,411 00 : 
"t | ' 12.000 Ibs. 8d do. Sets, - = - - 96 00 | 
d S00 - 6d do. & - - - - 61i 00 | 
2008 600 = Ad do. s - - -~ AS 00 
B, ? 10,000 needles, - m = -7 Z5 00 
P d 1,000 Ibs. taread, at ets, - 2 - - 250.00, 
E i 50 5 emery, (0), at D cts. - - a 5 00 | 
E ! 50 5 emery, {1}, “ - o. . - 500] 
«if 50 * sulphur, at 6 cts., - - - - 3 00 j 
MES * 12 « saltpereatdOcts,  -  -. - -. A480] 
ME P 6 * antimony, at $1, -- - =- - 6 00 | 
H 4 25 * glue, first quality, - - - c 7 004 
A 4 1 dozen 11 inch flat files, fine cut, - ~ 6 00. 
t d 2 gallons olive od,  . - - -~ - =- 4 00 
i 4 gallons lamp oil, TE 2 (0 
i 1 set of augers, -o 0 c c2 OW 
1 set of framing chisols, ^ - Ph od og -  F OG 
A ' 1 moulding plane, - $4 - - 4 00 
‘ 1 pair of grooving panes - - - UU. 50] 
i 1 two-feet rule. - - - - - 100 
lirnsquae  - - - ~ - - 2980 
Td 1 spoke-shave, e dee ue o c X -= 20% 
f y i sett of tenant saws, - ~ >- -7 - 4 00 4 
2€. i dove-tail saw, - TD ae E - 1001 
x lcompass-saw, - ~ 2 z - - i 00 4 
| lkcy-hole saw, .  - - os B ou - i00! 
1 hand-saw, - s - - - ` 2 00 4 
J. 3 paint-brushes, ~ ZEE - -. - $005 
aH 16 gallons linseed oil, - ' - - | - - +32 00 
qf 100 ibs. white lead, ground, - a o - 12 00: 
y 45 '* putty, MEE - - - - 2 00 
Wi 2 lampblack, 2r (xn. ue SA o ee c 49200 
i 3 gallons spirits E - - - - 400 
4 Tbs. litharge, -. - -. 7 5 200 
4. 4 * prussiate of potash, - - - - 4A 00 
t 2 * salamoniae, - - - - - - 2 00 
4 l ' ` $44,248 10 
E i ` a e 
-i Con 
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RECAPITULATION. 


$14,348, 10 par funds. 
8,000 00 Texas promissory notes, 

1 hereby certify that the above estimate is founded on the 
"best data that could be obtained, and together with that ori file 
in this Department. - 

[Signed] E GEO. Du HOCKLEY, 
: : s- Col. Ordnance: 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 7 

October 24. 1810. $ 
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Report of Committee on Finance. 
[Page 560 of Journal. 


To the Hon. ihe Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 
The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
reports of the various Bureaux of the Treasury Department, 
have examined the same, and finding them foo voluminous 
for publication, have instructed me ‘to, make a synopsis of 
statistical table from the same, shewing, in a condensed form, 
all that would, perhaps, be of interest to the Hon. Congress ; 
` which table, marked A, is herewith presented as a Lan of this 
report. 

-The various petitions, joint resolutions, bills scd enquiries 
touching the propriety of abolishing the tariff, repealing the 
. Joan and funding laws, altering and amending ‘the diréct tax- 
| Jaw, &c. &c., have been taken under review by your Com- 
mittee. Some of these laws, namely—the loan laws have 
already been acted on in tlie House of Representatives. She 
. funding law, your Committee are of opinion, should not be 
repealed, as it is evident the Government is not in a situation 
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t time should be gained for their final redemption. There js 
r ‘no plan which suggests itself to your Committee so appro- 
4, priate to the situation ofthe Government, weighed,down and 

embarrassed 1 in her energies by a press of peeuniary ye 
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entirely beyond her means of payment. Your Committee, 
therefore, confidently hope that due reflection will be given to 
the propriety and absolute necessity of continuing the law to 
consolidate and fund the liabilities of Government; and in- . 
stead of repealing the law, that additional facilities be given ' 
to it, as,in the opinion of your Committee, itis the only means 
by which the Government can escape bankruptcy. . ~ 

` The Tarif.— The tariff has been a subject of complaint 
from the incipient stages of the Government until the present 
time. Your Chairman, while performing the duties of Secre- « 


] 
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sustain that question at every session of Congress; and now, : 
as Chairman of the Committee on Finance, it appears, from pe- ' 
titions, resolutions, &c. &c., to be’ imperative that something | 
should be said on the propriety or impropriety of its final abo- ; 
lition. Your Committee would here suggest that the princi- i 
pal complaints as to the inconveniences and onerous bearing of” | 
the tariff, have ever been made by citizens living to the east of 
the River Trinity. The statistical table, accompanying this 4 
report, will shew whether the eastern or Western portions of | 
Texas should have the greatest cause of complaint. ' A report - j 
made to Congress in 1838 by your Chairman, while perform- .1 
ing the duties of Secretary of the Treasury, in responding to% 
a resolution of that body, on that and various other subjects, ? 
might be here referred to, as his views then were the same, in 3} 
substance, as they would be now on that particular subject. 
Your Chairman, in the communication referred to, goes on ° 
to make the following comparison: “ "lhe tariff is a subject of 'i 
the deepest interest to the community ; and the prosperity of x 
the country, for a few years, must in a great degree depend rj 
upon it. itis not, however, pretended that the system, as it 4 
now is, is free from imperfections. Legislation, fjom time to ; 
time, will correct those imperfections; and thé country will, ¥ 
in a few years, derive a revenue from that source alone suffi- j 
ctent for all its wants. i ; 
All civilized nations concur in the opinion, that duties levied. 
on importations is atax, more just and equal in its operation, .' 
and more chesrfully submitted to by the people, than a tax 
imposed in any other manner. "The duties on those articles, 
absolutely necessary for the subsistence of tlie poor man and 
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qhe laborer should be as s light as possible ; whilst all articles | 


of luxury, and those that are not indispensable should be taxed 

at such a rate as to give the country a revenue, the burthen of 

] which would reasonably fall on the riéh, and. those who are 
j able to pay. In our country it is the only tax that can, with 
" certainty, be collected, to such an extent as would be benefi- 
j, cial to the Government. 'The abolition or reduction of the 
present rate of duties would bring with it, as a necessary con- 


and, as a further consequence, take from the country, all the 
means requisite to' its prosperity. - 

Our country, as yet, has not ha time to. bring into action 
.her vast resources. Our‘climate, our soil, and our products 
| ' are the. sure basis of future wealth and prosperity ; ; and until 

the time arrives, when- our exports shall. be equal to our im- 

ports; it is the province of wisdom to discourage any importa- 

‘tion that is not indispensable to the comfort and necessities of 

' the people. The rate of duties fixed bylaw are lower than 
| those of any other nation. Tf we take off those duties, we per- 
' mit all nations to bring to us their products without charges, 

whilst, at the same time, we can send nothing to them without 

paying a tax. Even our cotton is taxed in the United States 

‘at the rate of three cents per pound, and nearly as much in 
t Great Britain and France. 

, The prejudice, if any there be that exists in the community, 
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against the tariff, has proceeded more from the depreciation of. 


2 our currency, “than f from any other cause ; except, perhaps, the 
.very principle itself. In making sales of merchandize, the 
li: importer must necessarily take into view the value of the mo- 
p ney he receives, at the place where he renews his purchases. 
| i . "Those, however, who oppose that, mode of taxation on prin- 
ciple, should reflect and consider its real necessity, particularly 
L in our situation, as it is clear that.the Government must be 
E. supported. And it is idle to think that we can consummate 
B). our revolution, and perfect our institutions without sacrifices, 
i 3 "both personal ‘and pecuniary. In our case we have suffered 
W^ less than we had a right to expect. The burthens incident to. 
. our situation have been cheerfully borne by the people, anda 
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sequence, a great inerease in the importation of merchandize, ' 
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."^. . plished, a new financial system may be projected, which may, 
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It is not, however, intended by these remarks to affect any 
other mode of taxation which the counsels of the nation may 
think advisable. : 

As a general rule, direct taxation, however equitably ap- 
plied, is odious in all countries ; in'our case, and in our situa- 
tion, it is a tax that cannot be relied on with certainty. - The 
troubles on our frontier, the scattered condition of our popu- 
lation, and the want of resources, render it, in many instances, , 
impossible for our, citizens, to pay promptly, if they can pay i 
at all, a tax necessary to our wants. It would be unjust to 
sell the lands of the poor man, who had suffered all the priva- 
tions, hardships and dangers.incident to the settlement of a 
new country in a state of revolution.- The result would be, 
the rich would become richer, and. the poor become poorer; ' 
whilst, at the same time, it would create great dissatisfaction :. 
in that numerous, useful and efficient portion of our popula- 
tion. A steady pursuit, now, of a wise system of duties on | 
importations, will, in a few years, render all taxation unneces- ` 
sary, or reduce it so much as not to be onerous to any one,— . 
We aught not to indulge in the vision that it has been reserved | } 
for us to make the discovery that a Government can be estab- '; 
lished and supported, or an army and navy kept in employ- ; 
ment and paid, without taxation or other resources! Even , 
should we succeed in borrowing money, the interest must be * 
paid, and there is no way of doing this, except by taxation in ` 
some form or other; and I am fully convinced, from all the | 
reflection I have been able to béstow on the subject, that duties d 
on importations,is the safest, and most certain mode, more :: 
easily collected, more cheerfully borne by the people, and itis 4; 
the mode adopted by all civilized nations, as best calculated € 
to render certain the collection of money to pay the disburse- , 
ments authorized by law. i would not have it understood,by 4 
the foregoing remarks, that J was at all opposed to direct tax- 
ation ; both sliould be continued, at least, until the loan can 
be effected. When this anticipated measure can be accom- 


in a great degree, lessen the burthens of the people. In com- 
paring, however, the advantages of direct and indirect taxa- 
. tion, the experience of modern times'has fully demonstrated © 
the superiority of the latter. The present system, however, 
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seems illy arranged, and calculated to defeat, in a great mea- 
sure, the objects intended by the Congress. That, however, 
your Committee conceives, can be greatly remedied by arrang- 
ing the collection of that branch of our revenue, by. render-: 
ing it less expensive in its collection., If the people will 
‘not consent to defray the expenses of their Government, by a 
duty properly regulated, it is hopeless to attempt, by direct 
* taxation alone. The history of the wor [d will not furnish an 
example in our favor. 

No people can expect to pass TET a political revolution 
and achieve for themselves a name and a place among the na- 
tions of the earth, without large sacrifices, pecumary ‘and per- 
| sonal. These are the price of the achivement-—liberty and . 
! independence its reward. 

Your Committee having taken a cursory view of the pro- ` : 
priety of abolishing the tariff, by making.some comparisons 
, between the two modes of taxation, will drop that sitbject. for 
! the present, and will again resume it, by making a few further 
; remarks in their proper place. 
| The next subject which presents itself to your Committee 
is the correspondence from his Excellency the President, rela- 
tive to the loan. It will be recollected that, by a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, his Excellency was called on to j 
furnish that body with a copy of the contract, or terms, entered 
into with the Commissioners Messrs. Burnley and Hamil ton,/ " 7 
on that subject, , Your Committee have carefully examined V 
the reply made by -his Excellency, sétting forth, in the first., 
piace, an interview had by himself and Cabinet, in conjunction ' * 
with Gen. Hamilton, one of the Commissioners, on that sub? | ái 
ject. At the Cabinet meeting alluded to, he states that certain 
stipulations were arranged respecting. the terms upon which 
, the loan should be negotiated ; which stipulations were en- 
tered in memoranda, with a view to draw np a contract in ar- ^^, 
cordance with the provisions of ihe same, The further ma- 
hagement of the matter, for its final completion, was entrusted 
y to his Secretary of the Treasury, the Hon. R. G. Dunlap, who 

` either did not complete it, as directed, or otherwise neglected NEUE 
f to file it in the proper Department. ` His Excellency then goes Pa ` 
on to state what his recollection of the terms was, aud refers 
to the instruciions of the Secretary of the Treasury to the” 
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Commissioners, from time to time, in confirmation of his re- 

collection of the terms agreed on with the Commissioners.— i 
Your Committee, however, can see but little analogy between 
the stipulations set forth by his Excellency, as having been 
partíally agreed to, and left to be carried out by his Secretary; | 
which stipulations, it appears, have not been carried oüt, as 
seems to have been intended. The instructions, subsequently 
emanating from the Secretary, do not;in thé view of your $ 
Committee, correspond with what his Excellency seems to . 
have understood as the stipulations entered into between the | 
"our Ga and the Loan Commissioners. 

J 


* Your Committee, therefore, from a careful review`of the 4 
subject, are constrained to come to the conclusion, that if a 

loan should be effected, the advantages derived from it would f 
be much greater in favor of the negotiators than the Govern; | 
ment. The prospects of obtaining a loan seem reduced to ‘| 
almost a certainty, provided your Committee was not rather 
jncredulous. The country, for the past few years, has been > 
so much flattered with the seeming prospects of foreign assis-. | 
tance, in the way of a loan, that but little regard seems to have .4 
been paid to the establishment and support of domestic credit. | 
More injury ‘has already resulted to the country inthe miscon-_ 
ceived utility of obtaining a loan, particularly on terms so | 
onerous, than would be sufficient to overbalance every advan- į 
tage which could possibly accrue by its acquisition: In time 4 
of peace, the country, with judicious management, ought to be || 
able to sustain, at least, her civil institutions, without the aid 
of foreign assistance. Our agents abroad, endeavoring to ne- 


time will probably solve the problem. Your Committee do : 
not deem it necessary to speculate on matters so problematical. | 
if, how$ver, our agents should be so unfortunate as to meet : 
with: success, it is deemed expedient that this Congress should | 
determine what disposition should be made of it, in order that 4 
the people (who will, at least, have to provide for the interest, | 
and perhaps for the principal, ultimately) may derive from its | 
use the greatest possible benefit Your Committee are of | 
opinion that it should not be used except for emergencies, par- 
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.couuuy. ‘Lhat being settled and at an end; your Chairman 

would intimate the propriety—provided a loan should be pro : Bd 

cured of an amount sufficient tó warrant the attempt—of estab- i " 

lishing a particular description of Loan Office, on a plan E 

i entirel y new, with a view to facilitate particularly the agricul- d x 
tural interests of the ‘country, upon which every thing else : 

. mustdepend. “Your Chairman is no favorite of banking insti- 

- tutions, as conducted in modern times; nor would he pretend : 

j to recommend the establishnient-of any visionary or specula- i 

_ tive project, which might be calculated, in the most remote T 

: degree, to prove the least injurious in the results, consequent 

upon its operations to the general community. . One of the 

principal obstacles to the usefulness of banks—even when 

conducted on the most honest and correct principles—to the 

agricultural part of the community,—-that part on which the 

prosperity of most countries depends,—is, that the banks being, 

for the most part, bound to prompt payment themselves, cannot 

afford to extend long credits on distant mortgages of ‘and or 

real estate, which is the only security that many of the agri- 

cultural classes could be able to furhish. For that -reason, i 

your Chairman is not willing to condemn, wholly, an expe- j 

. dient in a new country where the agricultural interests may : E 
require the stimulus of particular credit, that might not be i 

needed in old eountnes. Although he will not admit that the 

people in any country want a circulating medium, which, he 

feels “satisfied, can be made to appear; “yet, its certain that ` 

our people do want something, and that is particular credit.— 

‘There are many individuals; whose energies-:are paralyzed or 

limited for want of Stock or credit, who, if they were properly 

assisted in those respects, mi ight do signal service to themselves 

and to their country. "Your Chairman is well aware that a ` 

banking institution, however honestly conducted, could not 

be sustained in the country at present; which, if necessary, he 

could shew by proof beyond the possibility of contradiction. 

* He, however, deems it unnecessary to discnss that subject on 

the present occasion. 

| * Your Chairman begs leave to make a few crude remarks, f 

' touching the propriety of establishing, upon a permanent basis, Pa e 

` ta ystem of credit calculated to afford facilities to the agricul- / Í 

ural portion of the community, on whose su P exertions. . 
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everything else must mainly depend. The first thing to be 
considered is, whether the country needs, or would be bene- 
fitted by, the proposed facility. Your Chairman is willing to 
admit, that in old countries, fully settled, and where the in- 
habitants are fully employed in agriculture, manufactures and 
internal commerce, with little foreign trade, any addition to 
the trae money would be unnecessary or pernicious. This is 
probably the state of China, and perhaps many other countries. 
On the contrary, if a country hàs an extensive and compli- 
cated commerce, and much land to settle and improve, the 
facilitating of commerce and extending of credit, might be 
highly beneficial. A judicious emission of paper, or credit, 

, confined entirely to the way of a Loan Office, properly ar- , 
ranged, might be of essential benefit in accelerating the settle- 
ment and improvement of the soil. And this admission will 
apply as well to the present circumstances of Texas, as it could 
ever have been applied to any other country—with this ad- 
vantage to shun the rocks on which others have been wrecked, 
The ends to be aimed at are, thé facilitating of agricultural 
and commercial interests, by exfending credit to those who 

. are most likely fo make a proper use of it. ‘Phe plan shouid be ’ 

TES so conceived as that the increase of the circulating medium >- 
shouid be as little as possible, consistently with the ends. it 

should be perfectly secure, so as to create an absolute confi- 

: dence, leaving its reception entirely to the inclination and'in- 

T | .  terests of the receivers. This system certainly would be far 

| t preferable to the suicidab policy heretofore. pursned by the , 

Government, in the issue of the promisory notes. Itis true | 
our Congress has not thought proper to go as far, —to make, 
avalable and enforce this issue on the country—as some of 
the states in our sister Republic have done; though I admit 
that I have seen the attempt several times made, fortunately, 
however, for the credit of the country, without success. “It | 
would be a matter of real curiosity in Texas,—and a matter 
about which much speculation might be got up,—to see debtois 

>» - pursuing their creditors with avidity to force payment upon 
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i them. Your Chairman can well remember, however, to have 
i seen thatstrange and ludicrous inversion of the nature of things. 
z ‘For several years together, your Chairman recollect to have 


seen, in early life, creditors evading their debtors, and: the 
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: A13: 
debtors seeking them with assiduity, and paying them withont' 
mercy, |^ > 

Your Chairman, will now make a few remarks touching the 
propriety of issuing the promisory notes of the Government— 
the impoliey of a further continuance of the issue—the evils 
to the country, consequent upon it—and lastly, recommend 
such a remedy, as to him may seem consistent. 

In approaching a subject’ so abstruse, arduous ahd compli- 
cated, your Chairman is well aware of his inability to treat a 
subject of such vital importance with that judgment and saga- 
city which ean be acquired alone by much* rétlection ang prac- 
tical observation. 

"Your Chairman’ will assume the position, that the Congress, 
at the time they passed the law, authorizing the issue to a 
limited extent, must have intended it to operate as a circulating 
‘medium for the country., "Phe monetary affairs of the United 
States, at that time, were very much deranged ; and this coun- 
try. was literally flooded with spurious and depreciated paper, 
deg d to be money, from that quarter." . To counteract 
that evil; the honorable Congress, it wway.be presumed, author- 
ized the ‘first issue; with a.view to arm their citizens against^ 
. the invasion of foreign swindlers, which was by no means un- 
common in those days. That issue, as your Chairman be- 
lieves, amounted to perhaps $600,000, which went at par, or 
nearly so, until additional issues were ordered, from time to 
time, which had the eflect—produced by a natural See 
reducing the valve in proportion to the amount issued ; 
that the whole amount—say $3, 000,000, which seems to be 
now ont—is worth no more in the market than the amount 
first issued. This may be considered a species of financial 

gambling, a one-sided game, at which the Government must 
inevitably lose continuously, as she has unfortunately placed 
herself on the wrong side of the tabte. 

Your Chairman, having assumed the position that Congress 
authorized the first issue with a view to create a circulating 


medium, as (from eireümstauces before alluded ta) they may + 


have deemed it necessary, disavows, however, any such ne- 
cessitv. The very meaning of the term tt eirenláting mediüm," 
your Chairman is of opinion. is frequently misunderstood, or 
often misapplied. From the theory of money, as exhibited by 
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many writers, and soaparied by history and experience, your 
Chairman feeis satisfied, that a miscenception of the term al- 
jaded to constitutes a radical error in very many who speak, 
write or legislate on the subject of currency. There is no- 
thing mote common than to hear complaints, even at this time, 
about the scare ity of the circulating medium. -Writers on the 
subject defiy the fact, 2 and say that it is only used by those who 
are ignorant of the expression ; that the circulating medium 
is neither yours nor mine; that it is not the riches of one 
country, nor the poverty ofanother. Itis that indefinite quan- 
tity of the precious metals that is made use of among nations 
connectedin commerce. Whetherany. paitieular person, city 
or nation is rich or poor—has more or less comparatively of 
it—is nothing to the purpose. Every one, will.receive of the 
circulating medium that quantity which he is intitled to by 
his property or industry. 

, It ean be clearly shewn that rarity Is one of the particular 
qualities ofa circulating medinm. If it were more rare than it 
is, a less quantity would be sufficient to o a standard 
measure of property. If it were more plentiful than it is, a 
greater quantity wouid, of course, be necessary. But, the 
comparative riches or poverty of nations or persons would be 
entirely the same. 

The justness of this inference, your Gharman conceives, is 
borne out by reference to actual facts, to the great difference 


` in the amount of money paid for the same article at different 


times in the same country, and also at the same time in dif- 
ferent countries. In the earlier history of, this country, as is 
well ‘known to your Chairman, one dollar of the circulating 
medium would buy as much provisions as five or ten dollars 
would now, admitting thesupplies of provisions to bear thesame 
proportion to the demand at the two different times. Since, 
then, itis the fruits of well-directed industry, or things neces- 
sary or useful in Sife, which only can be properly called wealth, 
is not the man as rich "who, with one hundred, dollars, pur- 
chases as much property as another man, in a different place, 
or at a different time, purchases with five or ten times that \ 
mount? If a little money will suffice to purchase as much 
property as a great deal would, where is the advantage of 
having a great deal of money? Is not the difference greatly 
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in favor of the smaller amount on the score of convenience T 


Iam certain, in our ‘case, it would be greatly preferable, so far, 


at least, as the Government is concerned. It appears clear, then, , 


that the amount of the circulating medium amorig a people i is 
no test of their real wealth. Ifthey are known to have much 
money, they must pay high for what they buy. Neither 


Spain, Mexico, nor South America haye been made richer by’ 


the millions furnished from their mines, It has doubtless been 


the principal occasion of their proverbial poverty: so say’ 


writers on the subject, Mr. Speaker. 

If, therefore, the Hon. Congress intended the issue as a cir- 
culating medium, and my positions be cortect, it clearly ap- 
pears that the act requiring tHe issue of the. promisory notes 
was uncalled fer, impolitic, and i sejunons to the credit and in- 
terests of the country, 


Having disposed of the first position assie, the, next in« 


in order, proposed by your Chairman, is to shew the impolicy 
ofa further i issue, and the evils of the. country consequent upon 
it. 

Having shewn, in the foregoing proposition, that the issues 
alluded to could not consistently have been intended to supply 
the country with a circulating medium, it follows, as a matter 


of course, that it must have been intended as a medium of : 


commerce, Paper, circulating as a medium of commerce, as" 
to its nature, is a sign but not a standard. "These prineiples 
will enable us to perceive clearly what is its proper use, and 


- - what areits dangers and defects. It is properly an obligation. 


of the Gover nment to pay money at a particular time. Now, 
as it is'the publie opinion that must give currency io any kind 
of paper money, that which may with most certainty ‘and ex- 
pedition be converted into gold and silver, seems evidently to 
lave the advantage on this account. The notes of banking 
companies, while ‘they maintain their credit and continue to 
pay on demand, would -appear to have the advantage of Go- 
vernment' emissions. Another advantage is, that the holders 
of the notes of banking companies can bring them to account, 
and have justice done upon them by process of law ; whereas 
the emissions of the Government must wholly depend for their 
redemption upon the fidelity and ability of the Government to 
wee her liabilities, As to the proper uses of a paper currency, 
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your Chatrman cannot allow that it is to supply the place ofa 
circulating medium, because it is superabundant, and, as such, 
injurious and unnecessary. Nor can he allow that a supera- 
- buudance of gold and silver in a community would be of great 
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: i advantage to every body. The poverty of poor people or a 
8 poor nation would be just the same, though there were a 
b i hundred times as much gold and silver in circulation as there’ 
7 $ now is. For when silver was as plenty as stones in Jerusalem 
P i cand I have been informed, Mr. Speaker, it was a pretty stoney, 
a å place) in Solomon’s time, it is added as a necessary conse- 
M t quence, “that it was nothing accounted of im the days of 
“Og Solomon.” OF course, like the iron money of Lycurgus, it 
p $ took a great deal of it to buy a little. 
j 7 It may be asked, what are the’proper uses of paper substi- 
H tuted for money? ‘They are, according to the views of your 


2: 


£ 


Chairman, the following:—namely: fust—for facilitating 
commerce; second—for anticipating property, or extending 
credit, which, your Chairman humbly conceives, on the hap- 
pening of contingencies, could be advantageously, effected « 
through the agency of a properly regulated Loan Office. 

As to the first, it cannot be denied that all merchantile trans- 
actions, both internal and external, must be greatly expedited 
by the employment of a paper substituted for gold and silver. ` 
Whether the use of bills of exchange would answer all such 
purposes as well, and be liable to fewer evils than paper money, 
need not be discussed in this place. 

A second use of paper, ın commerce, is to extend eredit.— 
And this must be the principal advantage which can be safely 
derived from the use of paper money, circulating generally, 
and doing the office of gold and silver. 

The evil which may arise from the issuing of paper, as the * 
representative of gold and silver,.and used as a medium, seems 
not to be well understood even by. its advocates. Your Chair- 
man conceives it to be this :—All paper introduced into circu- 
lation, and obtaining creditas gold and silver, adds to the me- 
dium; and thereby, as a natural consequence, increases the 
^  priceof industry and its frnits ; that is, it increases the price of 

the industry from which the profits of commerce are expected ; 
and this, of course, will make those profits less. Bunt the cost 
which you pay for servants, tools, provisions, rent of land, &e.. 
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lesseus that profit; and it is this which is increased by in- 


creasing the circulating medium, and not the other. This 
consequence is unavoidable, and follows as certainly from 
good paper as bad,—or rather more certainly, for the medium 
is increased only by that which obtains credit. And further, 
the interest of the people, who use papér as the representative 
of money, suffers also from this cause in another way :-—that, 
while their paper does not pass among other nations, their 
gold and silver are drawn off to make all foreign payments ; : 


leaving them to pay the high prices in paper for the industry. 


upon which theír future profits depend. Of this the present 


'. condition of Texas furnishes distressing proof. .And as long 


as the balance of trade is so greatly against us, a paper me- 
dium, seemingly supplied to fill the vacuum, must have a di- 
rect tendency t to send from amongst us the precious metals.— 
There is no contending against the nature of things. Matters 


-of commerce, and the things naturally appendant and con-' 
. nected with it, have, long since, been settled, as immuts irble 


and permanent. On the principles of philosophy, water Wisi 


seek its level, and just as certainly will the gcid and silyer be | 


bauished from our country by the increase of paper, represent- 
ing money. This would, indeed, be the inevitable conse- 


queuce if the paper emitted were ever so good: namely—to ' 


raise prices—to lessen profits, and to banish gold and silver.— 
The attempt, however, to make unavailable or bad money,— 
that is, paper which cannot be advantageously. used in com- 
merce, to pass as a circulating medium, tends, in a very ex- 
traordinary degree, to the stagnation of commerce and the 
entire prostration of credit. ] 

In Europe there is no other paper used as money than that 
ofbanking companies. Such à thing as the Government 
d paper, to pass-current for coin there, was never heard 

The English Government has always preferred paying 
A upon the i immense sums borrowed by it to issuing pa- 
per withouf value for money—(not, however, Mr. Speaker, on 


ffi 
the terms upon-which Texas seems willing to contract loans.)-” 


It is said to be true that James the second attempted something 
like it, when he coined base metal and affixed a price toit by 


proclamation ; a project. Pontem: in contrivance, "and Dabo 
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tive in execution. Therefore, ! let Texas not follow "evil council. 
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' the effect of raising the price of other commodities in general, 


so, to say that money had fallen, than that goods had risen. 


Gold and silver constitute—owing to thelr rareness—a 
standard circulating’ medium throughout the civilized world, 


having as one of its essential qualities an intrinsic—that 1s, a 
commercial value, must be, not only a sign and standard or. 
medium of commerce, but is also itself a commodity or subject 
of commerce. Its value as a standard, does—and must al- 
ways follow—accommodate itself to its value as a commodity. 
Hence, it follows that money must be subject to every rule 
that other commodities are subject to, in buying and selling. 
it must rise and fall in price, according to the quantity that is 
brought to market compared with the demand that there is 
for it. If à greater quantity: of money is brought into a 
country than may be needed for its use in commerce—even 
though brought by the fairest and most honorable means, 
namely, increasing industry and profitable trade——it will have 


and of industry, which is the true source of all commodities. 
Men, however, are apt to view this in a wrong light; one 
commodity may rise or fall by its own plenty or scarceness, 
but when there is a great or general rise of prices of all 
commodities, it would be, at least, as proper, or rather more 


Many visws seem to be entertained, and many reasons as- 
signed, why the promissory notes of the Government have so 
greatly depreciated. And not a few attribute it to the want of 
an acknowledgement of our independence by Mexico, and seem 
to consider it as a matter imperative on us to make a war of 
invasion on that country, asthe only alternative to recuperate 
our credit and relieve the country from her pecuniary embar- 
rassments. Your Chairman considers no proposition in phi-- 
losophy better settled than this: that similar causes will pro- 
duce similar effects, without regard to time or place. By 
referring to the history of the United States of the North, your 
Chairman can recite a case directly in point, which must be 
fresh in the recollection of all. The old continental money, 
issued by the Congress of that country during the revolution- 


at presefit, as it respects our own issues. ‘History clearly 
shews the ruigpus effects of legislation during the war of the 
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. by which all commodities of traffic are compared. Money, . 
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: A ue furnishes a case' directly analagous.to our own ` 
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revolution, when they undertook to increase the amount af the 
circulating medium by excessive emissions of paper money, 
and demonstrates clearly that its amazing depreciation was not gn 
owing to the disaffection of the Tories to the cause of the Con- 
gress, nor to the counterfeiting and arts of enemies to destroy 
its credit or to render if suspicious ; that jealousy and suspi- 
cion had nothing to do in raising the prices of goods, for 
if I meet with a suspicious piece of money, I do nói raise 
the price of my goods, but refuse to sell them. It appears 
very clear that this was the case with those who doubted the 
money of Congress during the war. Nor was it from the 
gloomy prospects of success in. the struggle for independence ; 
for itis plain, that, during the years 1776 and 1777, the cause 
was most doubtful and its enemies most numerous. Yet, dur- 
ing that time, the currency of the money was very general, 

„and the depreciation slow ; whereas, in the three following 
years, when the confidence of success was greatly increased 

from foreign alliances, the depreciation was accelerated in an 
alarming degree, but that it was simply the effeaf of a proper 
eause—the regular operation of well-established commercial 
principles; that the result would have been the same, or even 
worse, if as many millions of silver dollars,.as there were of 
paper money had been forced into circulation ; that, as it was, ^ 
the currency and prices of goods were seriously affected only 

in the United States, whereas, if ıt had been current abroad, it . 
"would have affected the general circulating medium of the . 
whole commercial world; that the depreciation of the value 

or price of money is brought about just as that of other com- 

mercial commodities, and pretty much' by the same degrees ; 

that these steps are not regular and equable as in arithmetical _. 
progression, but rapid and increasing, so as soon to get beyond é 

all computation. If there is, in any country, but one-tenth 

more of any commodity than there is a demand for, the price. 

will fall probably- more than one-half; if there is double or —  ....4 
treble the quantity: needed, it will become what merchants call." 7 
a drug that cannot be sold at all. It is said that Spain has 

been impoverished in this way by her immense and rapid ac- , 
quisitions of gold and silver. It seems, after the diseovery ofe” 

their rich mines, they thought that gold and silver would pro- 
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i forget, however, that the more they had of it, the more they 
; would have to pay to those who worked for them. 

. ? À paper currency, such as bank notes, bills of credit or such 


as the promissory notes of this Government, now so greatly de- 
preciated, cannot, nor ought not be called or considered as 
money atall. It is barely a sign without possessing any de-. 
. finite standard of value, and is, therefore, essentially defective 
- asa medium of universal commerce. In adapting a remedy 
to a general want, it is important, in the first place, to ascer- . 
tain precisely, if possible, what that want is; secondly, to ascer- " 
tain whether there is a remedy, and, thirdly, the practicability " 
of its application. AndI think it has or could be made pretty 
clearly to appear, that there would be plenty of money in the 
country, -if we had enough of the fruits of well-directed indus- 
try, with which to buy money; that we have as much money 
as we are entitled to as a nation, which is just the amount of 
gold and silver, promissory notes of the Government, &c., in ' 
-circulation amongst us; that if we had ever so much more, 
obtained by the unholy pillage of all the churches of Mexico, > 
and abstracting all the revenue of the priesthood of that coun- 
try, or by whatever means acquired, we could not keep it in 
the country, while the balance of trade is so fearfully against. 
us, Itis clear we must pay for what we import with such ? 
. money as will answer for the purposes of commerce, provided ., 
we have not sufficient exports to meet the demand. All new 

' countries, for a time, must, from the nature of things, suffer 
those inconveniences ;—and Texas has no particular right to 
complain. 'The quantity, of gold and silver at any time ina 
nation is no' evidence of ational wealth, unless we take into 
consideration the way in which it came ‘there, and the possi- 
bility of its continuing. No paper of any kind is, properly 
& speaking, money. Gold and silver, fairly acquired, and likely 

` to continue, are real national as well as personal wealth. ~ 
. The cry that is heard daily in the streets, of the scarcity of 
money, is generally putting the effect for the causé, It is by 
x no means uncommon to hear the complaint, that money has 
+ become so scarce that no business can be ‘done, which, inthe. | 

' opinion of your Chairman, Mr. Speaker, should be this: be- $ 
cause no available or proper business is done, there is no mo- | 
ney. "Though, like many other causes and oiee their infu- 
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ence is reciprocal. "That an increase in the quantity of current 
money will have an effect in raising the price of industry; and 
bring goods dearer to' market, is clear. So if paper money be 
made to constitute a part of thé currency which will not pass 
among other nations, it must remain, while gold and silver 
find their way to other countries, if, as with us, there should 

2 a balance of tradé against the persons using the paper mo- 
ney. Of this, Mr. Speaker, ‘Texas has, at present, most dis- 
tressing proof, Our remedy, therefore, for the want of money 
is very simple and véry plain, and perfectly practicable. It is 
for every individual to seek out some useful employment, and 
to engage in it with persevering energy and industry. "Po - 
constitute a country or a Government it requires many people,. 
and them in a prosperous condition. With sucha population 
in Texas a Government has nothing to fear. : 

A Government, expecting to do without foreign assistance, 
"must, as a‘matter ‘of course, from the very nature of things, 
depend solely upon the energies and enterprize,of her own 
citizens, ‘Their own productive labor on their own soil is the 
surest, the deepest and best guarantee to, the final success of 
Texas. Any other method which may be devised may suc- 
ceed or not, as cireümstanees may direct; , Your Chairman, 
however, can recommend. no measure which would be caleu- 
lated in its operative effects to be productive of evil in the 
eountry, or which would be at variance with the principles, 
which, in the opinion of your Chairmain, have long since been 
settled down as immutable and beyond the control of circum- 
stances. 

Your Chairman has always viewed the promissory note law 
as an impolitic and injudicious measure, brought about by: 
hasty and inconsiderate legislation. The evils produced to 
the country by it are now apparent to all. l 

The foregoing remarks your Chairman thinks sufficient to 
satisfy the Hon. “Con gress, that any additional issue would not 
only be ruinous, but would serve as a proof to the world that 
Texas has deterinined to repudiate her own eredit, with a view” 
to take advantage of her creditors, by refusing entirely. to 
redeem her liabilities, "The Government is much embar- 
rassed in a pecuniary point of view, unfortunately brought’ 
about by hasty and impolitic measures ; yet your Chairman 
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is well satisfied, from a thorough investigation of the subject, 
that the embarrassments complained of have been preduced 
from causes, which, on the principles of philosophy, cannot 
fail to produce their effects. i 
Texas, as a country, has never been in a condition so pros- 
perous as at the present time, It must be admitted, however, 
that the Government barque has been, by sóme means or other, 
run into shoal water, and now requires a skilful pilot to navi- 
ate her out, or otherwise she must sustain more or less injury. 
he may be stranded, Mr. Speaker, but in the oninion of your 
Chairman, there is no reason to apprehend a total wreck. If, 
however, that should happen, it will be totally unnecessary to 
abandon, or enter a protest, as from correspondence, now be- 
fore your Committee, it would:seem that the civilized world 
had been raked over, without, as yet, our being able to procure 
underwriters. Your Chairman views her situation, as it re- 
spects her pecuniary embarrassments, as a skilful physician 
would view a sick patient. In the first place, he ascertains 
the nature of the malady, and the ability of the constitution ; 
and if the disease is of a corresponding character, he may resort ` 
to amputation ; but if, on investigation, he ascertains that the 
disease has become so disseminated-through the system that 
amputation would endanger life or inflict a severe shock on the 
constitution, common sense and common prudence would dic- 
tate mild and efficacious remedies, calculated to work the dis- 
ease out by degrees, without inflicting any incurable wound on 
the constitution. This, Mr. Speaker, your Chairman would 
call prudence. Hence, it is imperative on the present Con- 
gress to reflect on the past, and not to persist in a course of 
policy which has already run the Government barque intoshoal 
water, so much dreaded by navigators, but to adopt the part of 
the skilful physician ; and, as it‘is pretty clear the disease 
complained of has disseminated itself so generally that ampu- 
tation might prove fatal, let the present Congress then act the 


, part of the prudent physician, and work it out by mild and effi- 


cacious remedies. ‘The most skilful plans, ombest remedies, 
which -prudence or experience could devise, may easily be 
thwarted or deranged in their execution: Hence, it is the 
more imperative on the present Congress, to determine judi- 
ciously what ae or should not, be done, touching the 
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matter about whitb there seems to be so much complaint. The 
honorable Congress, in the opinion of your Chairman, have it 
in their power, by adopting a wise and- judicious system of 
policy, to counteract and ultimately cure all the evils which 
now rest as an incubus on the energies of the bedy politic, by 
applying the proper remedies, which your Chairman bumbly 
|. conceives to be within their control. The situation of Texas, 
| ina pecuniary point of view, is one thatis by no means new or 
uncommon. Individuals, as well.ds Governments, have suffered 
the same inconveniences, and frequently produced by the same 
causes: namely—in judicious speculations generally, or per- 
haps éxtraneous circumstances, over which common prudence 
could have no control. In the opinion, of your, Chairman, 

‘Texas ‘has mucti to hope for, and but little to fear. Should 
she be invaded by her enemy, as by some -séems to be appre- 


which by possibility cau be mustered from that quarter. Your 
Chairman possesses no military ambition or qualifications, and, 
as such, can only take the matter up in a financial or pecüniary 


Congress the propriety of making a public’ declaration to the 
; world that, should Texas again be invaded by Mexico, all 
gentlemen wearing swabs, epaulettes, or military buttons , 
should be forthwith tried at a drum-head court-martial, and ` 
i immediately disposed of. The soldiery, which are all the 
i peons, or servants of that country should be declared a lawful 
` prize, and treated as were the Israelites of old —iade hewers : 
of wood and drawers of water—or, in other words, tillers of ' 
the soil and pickers of cotton. 
ject, your Chairman conceives that no evil to the country 
could result from an invasion, but much might be added to 
- its prodretiye industry; and, inasmuch as our Convention, in 
the hurry and panic under which they acted, have made an 
invidious distinctiom in countries as it respects the introduc- ` 


sider Mexico, as the Africa of Texas; and should they bé 
found at any time within the limits of. our territory jn. hostile _ 


E array, that they. should be declared a lawful ` prize to the cap- 


E^ tors. In assuming this position, so contrary to the "principles 
P^ of ‘civilized warfare in TROUPE times, your Chairman would 
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hended, she possesses the physical force to repel any invasion, . 


point of view. He would, therefore, recommend to the Hon. : 


Taking this view of the sub- . 


tion of slaves, your Chairman would recommend that we con- 


» 


remark that he does not view our cominon-enemy as he would 
a noble, high-minded, and chivalrous people, contending for 
liberty or national character ; for:of this, experience shews 


and the Alamo will abundantly prove, ‘Their treatment to 

- those of our citizens who have unfortunately fallen into their 
- hands, is sufficient to satisfy your Chairman that the Gourse 

, pointed out by him would be in strict obedience to the serip- 

i ture doctrine of “returning good for evil.” The soldiery, 


country. If they have use for, them, it is their privilege to 
keep them employed, at home. “If, however, they determine to 
send them abroad as marauders for foreign pillage, it is our 
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sider them as a lawful prize.” In doing this, we would not in- 
fringe the laws of christian philanthropy, for the reason that 
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charitable and philanthropic policy left for us to` ,pursue.— 


should he ever be so unfortunate as to fall into their hands ; 
inasmuch as he has been enrolled on the, black lists of that 


induced to come to the foregoing conclusiens on that account, 
but solely to make a virtue of necessity, and extract good from 


should prove successful, of whieh your Chai.tnan has no 
doubt,—to use a homely ‘adage—they will have nothing to do 


lives. 

As productive labor is all that Texas now needs to make 
the Lone Star shine as a brilliant in tbe agrieultural and com- 
meggial world, your; Chairman can recommend nothing 
which wiqula not, in its consequences and effects, have a ten- 
dency to propiote that object. As before intimated, your Chair- 
map can consiger r these, things only i ina ipi den Or pecuniayy | 
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^ them the reverse, as the scenes acted on the plains of ‘Goliad’ 


against whom we have to contend, are ‘the menials of the aris- ` 
tocracy, and slaves by the laws and institutions of their own - 


province to capture them as the slaves'of onr enemy, and con- * 


their condition would be greatly ameliorated by the change. 4 
And as Texas never could go far forget herself, as to massacre 5 
a vanquished enemy in cold blood, it seems to be the only : 


Your Chairman is well aware of the fate that awaits Aim, . 


country since the year thirty-two. He has not, however, been ' 


a seemingly, intended evil, which is, however, entirely contin- . 
gent. Should that seeming evil ever happen, your Chairman ' 
is very well aware that Texians will do their duty; and if they. 


“but to eat cream and swing on the gate” the balance of their A 
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point of view. The credit of a Government must depend 
greatly upon her revenues, not only for civil, but military 
operations, By decreasing the revenues of a country, you 
strike at once at vitality, and render it less able for offensive 
, or defensive measures. The abstracting from a Government 
her revenues, your Chairman conceives, would be more effect- 
ive and destructive to her energies, than an invasion by 
armies. ‘Texas holds the key to Mexico, and by a proper use 
of it cannot only weaken her, by decreasing or abstracting her 
revenues in a laudable and business-like manner, but, at the 
same time, invigorate her own sinews of war, by weakening 
those of the enemy and increasing the means of her own. 
For this purpose your Chairman has introduced a project 
into the House of Representatives, for the promotion and pro- 
tection of individual enterprize, which he deems perfectly 
harmless in itself, but calculated in its results to call forth the 
resources of this country, and, at the same time, abstract from 
our enemy her revenues by adding them to our own. This 
course of policy would seem to your Chairman prudent and 
politic. Heis well aware, however, that some objections,have 
been made to his scheme, as being dangerous or vision 
Your Chairman, however, is well satisfied that, this being 
a Government measure in itself, is perfectly harmless, and as 
your Chairman conceives, well calculated to promote the ob- 
jects intended. He, therefore, believes that no evil to the 
country could by possibility grow out of it. And inasmuch 
as it is the concoction of his own brain, he requests of the Hon. 
Congress to permit him the privilege to operate on that pro- 
ject, until they shall meet in session, and should your Chair- 
man then not be able to make a satisfactory shewing to your 
honorable body of its practical and beneficial results, from 
thence forward it shall be denominated his own folly. Your 
Chairman has reviewed the results which might happen to 
the country from an invasion, which by some seems to be con- 
templated. Your Chairman, however, knowing that 'l'exas 
has been latterly in a run of bad luck. fears very much that it 
will not happen, as he has or could clearly show that its re- 
sults would be greatly beneficial to the country. Much has 
been said, and some efforts on our part have been made, to 
procure a recognition from Mexico. Your Chairman would 
Cc , 
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not now ask that boon. It would have been serviceable to 
us once, but not now. Texas should keep Mexico fot her 
own use. Should they invade us, we have abundant use for 
them ; should they not invade us, or acknowledge our inde- 
pendence, let them remain at home quietly, and pursure their 
own avocations, cultivate their own soil at their own expense; 
whilé we will consider them as the rancheros or herdsmen 
of ‘Texas, and in a prudent and business-like manner extract 
their resources and revenues as a Government, and the profits 
of their productive labor as a people. This is the course which 
your Chairman would recommend as being in its effects pro- 
fitable to the country; and one which, he is well assured, is 
entirely practicable. Mexico, as she now is, is worth more 
to Texas than ever Africa has been to the United’ States or 
the West Indies. She is properly an appendage to Texas, 
and should be so considered and treated, and her destinies are 
as assuredly fixed, in the opinion of your Chairman, as the 
destinies of high heaven ; for he conceives it nnavoidable and 
as a matter consequent upon the very nature ofthings. Hence, 
Texas has nothing but good results to apprehend from that 
quarter, Your Chairman confidently hopes, however, that 
Texians will never so far forget their duty to themselves and 
their God, as to preach a crusade against that country ; that 
they never will, never can, become so Quixotic as:to be found 
in martial array besieging or combatting windmills. And 
inasmuch as your Chairman is well satisfied that on the sixth 
day of March, A. D. 1836, the recording angel then in attend- 
ance flew to heaven and reported a nation born, which report 
was adopted and ordered to be enrolled on the vaults of high 
heaven. Letus not (by any act of ours) sully the record 
which is.imprinted in letters of burnished gold, by assailing a 
country whose inhabitants are mild and harmless, with a 
- view, perhaps, of robbing them of their household gods. May 
the Almighty, preserver and protector of the universe, guard 

us from vices so demoralizing, so degrading and sacrilegious. 

Your Gfiairman 1s well aware that many who look on the dark 

. side of the picture feel discouraged at our situation as a Go- 
vernment, in a pecuniary point of view. If the master wheel. 

has lost a cog, or the machinery of Government has, in,any 

manner, become deranged for want of skilful engineers, of oit 
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cessary to keep the machinery in successful operation, your 
Chairman feels satisfied that Texas has in herself the patriotism 
and ability to repair all such temporary and casual defects. Her 
position, her climate, her soil, her products and her vast 
prospective resources, added to her unsurpassed intelligence, 
form a sure basis upon which to predicate future wealth 
and prosperity, Your Chairman cannot see so many dark 
spots in the picture, but with the aid of his glasses can see 
many bright ones, and, prospectively, can see the Lone Starin 
the ascendant, —her course onward,—and shining as a bril- 
liant, ——vivid and lucid as the noon- day sun. 

The next thing proposed by your Chairman was to nis the 
application, and point out such remedies as appeared to him 
consistent. In doing this, h», would premise that he must 
view the matter just as he findsit reported from the Treasury 
Department. He cannot calculate or rely much on contin- 
gencies which might or might not happen. It isnot what we 
would do, provided we had the available means, but what, 
under all the circumstances of the case, would be best calcu- 
lated to relieve the Government from her present pecuniary 
embarrassments. 

From all the data before your Committee, the whole Go- 
vernment debt now amounts to, say, $7,000, 000.. The statis- 
tical table, before alluded to, does not shew the amount to he 
so large. . Your Committee, however, assume that amount in 
round numbers, believing it to be very nearly correct. Of 
this amount $3,000,000, deducting $100,000 in Government 
eight per cent. bonds, are in the promissory notes of the Go- 
vernment, which must shew dishonor on their face. This is 
the amount now in circulation that bear a pledge on their face, 
receivable for all Government dues. ‘The balance of the pub- 
lic debt, except what has been funded, is in the form of audited 
drafts or military scrip. The different amounts of each will 
be ascertained in the documents referred to, which accompany 
this report. The propriety of funding the public debt has 
been ever urged by your Chairman, as a measure imperative 
and politic. tis the only prudent method to relieve the pub- 
lic distress by ‘delaying the time of payment to suit the con- 
venience of the Government, and to gain time at the least pos- 
sible expense, and do justice both to the Government and her 
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creditors. Fora people scattered as a population; —sparse in 
numbers, —to oppose a military despotism by a resort to arms, at 
the imminent hazard of life and property,and undergoing all the 
toils and privations incident to a revolution, and succeed in es- 
tablishing a free and independent Government, proudly claim- 
ing a rank among the civilized nations of the earth, is not only, 
in itself, one of the most noble achievements of the human 
mind; but, at the same time, justly entitles them to draw on 
posterity as the beneficiary heirs for, at least, a portion of the 
costs of so glorious an acquisition. Your Chairman, therefore, 
being entirely satisfied ofthe propriety and utility of the policy 
would recommend that the Zen per cent. stock, already created, 
be for the present time continued, and that all such as hold 
the promissory notes or eight per rent. bonds of the Govern- 
ment be permitted to deposite them and receive certificates of 
stock in that fund. He would also recommend the creation of 
an eight per cent. permanent fund for the receipt of all other 
audited liabilities which are now, or may be, hereafter, neces- 
sarily created against the Government, redeemable at the con- 
venience of the Government at any time after the expiration of 
ten years, and also a fund bearing three per cent. per annum, 
and made redeemable in the same manner in which the interest 
accruing on the other stocks should be funded. ‘The interest 
arising from the last named stock should be compounded an- 
nually and continuously until its final redemption. 

Your Chairman has made estimates on these stocks, and 
does not consider that either of them would prove injuri- 
ous. The ten per cent., considered the most onerous, would 
by its own provisions soon be at the disposition of the Govern- 
ment, and the whole, as proposed on short-periods, would also 
soon be at her disposition, and might be transferred, consoli- 
dated, or redeemed, as would best suit her convenience. The 
interest, however, accruing on the funded debt, should al- 
ways be promptly met by-the Government as it falls due, so 
soon as her resources would possibly permit. 

Having thus disposed of the debt, the next thing is to devise 
the ways and means necessary to the wants of the civil list.— 
In doing this your Chairman would remark, that he can point 
out no reasonable or fair way, other than from the revenues of 
the country. ‘That portion arising from the public domain can 
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only be considered as auxihary and temporary in iis eharacter; 
and at the present the Government can calculate certainly 
upon nothing but direct and indireet taxation. Dy reference 
to the statistical table hereto appended, extracted from the re- 
pert of the Commissioner of Revenue, it will be seen that 
many counties bave not been assessed during the last year, 
and that there are many others from which partial returns only 
have been made. ‘This would clearly go to shew the impro- 
priety of depending on that source alone for the Government 
support. 'That portion of 1t arising from impost duties shews 
also a great falling off. 1t will be seen, on examination, however, 
that much of its products, 1n the last year, have been expended 
in improvements, and very much unnecessarily iu its collec- 
tion. “These things are all,‘however, within the reach of the 
proper remedies. On examination of the reports from the 
Auditorial Department, it will be seen that delinquencies ap- 
pear to the amount of, perhaps, half a million., Taking a cur- 
sory view of the whole subject conneéted. there seems to have 


been great dereliction or want of skill, on the part of the civil 


engineers, to permit the Government machine to become so de- 
ranged as almost to have run down, without being able to fur- 
nish a key to wind it up. These are, fortunately, evils, Mr. 
Speaker, which are temporary in their character, and will ulti- 
mately work out their own cure. It is discouraging, however, 
to concoct measules, or devise ways and means, when their 
results are like those of Sisyphus, rolling the stone to the top 
of the hill, merely for the pleasure of seeing it roll down again. 

Your Chairman, therefore, to effect the object intended 
would recommend a revision of the tariff system, and increase 
the rate of duties—say from twenty to twenty-five per cent.— 
that is to say, judiciously construct the law so as to produce 


about that average ; at the same time establishing a judicious 


and prudential course of collection, by decreasing the expen- 
ditures. This, he would recommend, should be collected in 
gold and silver or its equivalent. The direct tax law should 
also be revised; and, if consistent, made less onerous in its bear- 
ing, without, perhaps, reducing it much in its ultimate products, 
This with the results from the public domain and other re- 
sources should be made collectable in the promissory notes of 
the Government as heretofore. From all the data before your 
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Chairman, he feels satisfied, with proper economy, that the pro- 
ducts from the tariff alone would be sufficient to meet the cur- 
rent and contingent expenses of the Government ; or if a small 
deficit should appear, it might, for the present, be made up 
from the loan, should that contingency happen ; if it should 
not, then from the other sources of the revenue. The sum to 
be re-issued, if any. would assuredly be very small, and on no 
pretext whatever should the promissory notes be re-issued.— 
"The laws authorizing the issue of the promissory notes and 
eight per cent. bonds should be repealed. ‘The collection of 
dues on publie lands and from other sources, together with the 
direct tax, would act as a sinking fund for the promissory 
notes; and the amount so brought in should, at the meeting 
of each Congress, be ascertained and brought into the House 
of Representatives where the law originated, and there burnt 
to ashes. ‘This course would immediately give them an up- 
ward tendency, and by a gradual approximation make them 
answer the purposes of gold and silver, and in a reasonable 


_ time rid the country entirely of the evil. One imprudent act 


frequently brings on a disease which may require much time, 
much patience and assiduity to cure. A rigid and strict ac- 
countability, with a reasonable economy in the collectoral and 
disbursing departments of the Government, will soon restore 
the body politic to its wonted energies. 

From the positions assumed by your Chairman, it will ap- 
pear pretty plain that he believes the Government has the right 
ro refuse the promissory notes for dues, except at their current 
value. Your Chairman possesses no legal acquirements, but 
froin the view he has taken of the subject, he arrived—satis- 
factorily to himself—to the conclusion, that the Government 
has, undeniably, the right, on the principles of equity and com- 
mon justice, to demand her revenues in her lawful currency, 
which is gold and silver. i 

The view which I have taken of the promissory notes of 
this Government, is, that they are not, and should not be, 
called or considered as money, but only as a sign or medium 
of commerce, subject to rise and fall in the market as other 
commodities; and that the Government has, end of right 
should have, an undeniable privilege to receive them as a 
commodity at their standard worth, be that mgh or low. Your 
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Chairman cannot, as a matter of prudence and policy, recom- 
mend (under the existing cireumstances of the country) the, 
collection of any other branch of the revenues in that Way, 
fearing evil would be the result, inasmuch as the Government, 
by her own impolitic measures, has drawn the gold and silver 
out of the country. 

Your Chairman would make a few remarks touching re- 
trenchment, as the bill which the House of Representatives 
has passed is, perhaps, in its provisions, caleulated to amalga- 
mate, or, perhaps, entirely abolish some of the Bureaux of the 
Treasury Department, which, in his opinion, are vitally im- 
portant, and should not, of right, be dispensed with. The 
Bureaux of Stock and Revenue should be sustained under any 
circumstances. The Bureau ofthe Stock Commissioner is one 
through which most of the monetary affairs of the Government 

must be transacted for years ; and, as such, should be con- 
ducted in’a proper and business-like manner. The Bureau 
of Revenue has but recently commenced, and the statistical 
report of that officer, as presented to Congress, shews skill and 
ability in its execution and arrangement, and affords informa- 
tion which is all-important to the country, and, in the opinion: 
of your Chairman, ought not to be dispensed with. The re- 
ports before your Committee go to shew satisfactorily, that, 
though the Department be without a head, the Bureaux and 
Clerks have, at least, discharged their duty. The proper 
pruning ofa tree requires prudence and circumspection. Ifthe 
Government tree has any excresences or parasites, calculated 
to absorb her sap without producing either fruit or shade, let 
them be pruned off secundum ariem. If she is found to pos- 
sess too many branches, and to afford too much shade for her 
fruit, let them be skilfully abstracted. It is the province of 
practical experience todo this. If, however, inexperience as- 
sumes the knife, the fear is, the tree may be so closely and 
injudiciously trimmed as to cause decay and dilapidation in 
the trunk, so that in the spring time it will afford no blossoms, 
in summer no shade, and in autumn no fruit; creating neces- 
sarily, with the injudiciously pruned rubbish, a hot-bed for 
mushrooms—the growth of a night—vapid and insipid. Your 
Chairman, from his own slight practical experience and ob- 
servation, very much fears that the chips, which may originate 
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from the pruning, might ultimately be thrown (as he has seen 

,tn early times, in this country, the records and judicial pio- 
ceedings) into old flour barrels, without a head, and deposited 
in a dilapidated cabin with but little roof. 

Your Chairman Is unprepared to speak of any but the Trea- 
sury Department, whose reports have been transferred to the 
review of his Committee, in which he sees labor and practical 
skill, all of which would seem to your Chairman indispensable 
to the country. The mere dash of a pen in machinery so 
complicated and delicate might inflict an injury that would 
require time, experience and great practical labor to cure.— ' 
Your Chairman is as much in favor of practical economy as 
perhaps any other member, but does not wish to see the term 
misused or misapplied. 

Your Chairman would now suggest, should the honorable 
House think proper to adopt the scheme proposed by him, that 
with the assistance of his Committee (on whose practical, able 
and efficient experience he mainly relies) he will report bills in 
unison with this report, whese provisions shall be judiciously 
arranged, and calculated fo carry out the objects intended in 
it, as soon as circumstances will possibly permit. It is confi- 
dently hoped that the honorable Congress will extend so much 
courtesy to your Chairman, as to take into consideration his 
peculiar situation, abstracted from books, and called on in a 
hurried manner, as Chairman of a Committee, with innumer- 
able reports, resolutions, bills and enquiries thrown before his 
Committee, erabracing almost every branch of finance. These 
circumstances, he thinks, should plead his excuse, and instead 
of considering the prolixity of his report, it should be remem- 
bered that he does not make long speeches on the floor of Con- 
gress, and therefore claims this privilege, as the only means in 
his power, of answering the necessary enquiries so gravely 
made, as will appear from the budget herewith presented ; from 
the further consideration of which he asks leave to be excused. 

Compelled, as your Chairman has been, to enter a field be- 
set with labyrinths, intricate and complicated in their innu- 
merable windings requiring sound practical philosophy to trace 
them through their devious entanglements, he could not do 
less,in winding through these abstruse mazes, than report the 
necessary observations consequent upon such a perambulation. 
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In doing this, (under the circumstances before alluded to), 
he has been compelled to make heavy drafts upon a very im- 
perfect memory, (and now much clouded by severe indisposi- 
tion}; he, therefore, pleads necessity as an apology for prolix- 
ity. And if he has occasionally indulged in little flights of 
of fancy, he hopes he will not be charged with dereliction, or 
as having assaulted a windmill. He has taken such a view 
ofthe subject matter, submitted to the consideration of the 
Committee, as circumstances would permit; and whether 
they meet the views of the honorable Congress or not, he feels 
an assurance that he has, at least, discharged his duty. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to tender to you, 
and through you to the honorable Congress, renewed assur- 
ance of my highest regard and consideration. 

HENRY SMI'TH, 

: Chairman of Committee on Finance. 
: 
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STATEMENT OF REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1840. 


Impost .Duties. 


Amount actually received during the 

fiscal year 1840, - - $164,789 83 
Amount due fromceollectors ofcustoms  . 

arid in the hands of attorneys, 188,853 13 . 
Estimated amount received by collec- 

tors of customs,—quarter ending 

30th Sept., 1840,  - - - 30,000 00 


— 


$383,042 96 


=- 
^ 


Direct Tazes. 
Amount paid into the Treasury during 


the fiscal year 1840, - - 53,130 21 - 
Amount of direct taxes, assessed as per : ‘ 
returns, - - - >- 213,240 02 


2 
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Amounts carried over, ‘$266,370 23 $283,642 96 
- DDD ‘ . 
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Anruts bro't forward, $266,370 23 $383,642 96 
Estimated amount from counties from 


which no returns have been rec'd, 60,000 00 


RE 0 23. 
Land Dues. 
Amount paid into the ‘Treasury dur- 
ing the fiscal year 1840, - 52,926 59 
Amount in the hands of receivers of 
land dues, - -. - - 4740867 
Estimated amount from counties from 
which no returns have been rec’d, 8,000 00 
~—108,330 26 
Licenses. 
Amount paid into the Treasury dur- 
ing the fiscal year 1840, - 16,922 96 
Amount in the hands of County Clerks * 
on account of licenses, - - 23,696 84 
Estimated amount from counties from > 
which no returns have been rec'd, 12,000 00 
- 52,619 80 


Public Domain. 
Amoun: naid into the Treasury dur- 


ing the fiscal year 1840, - - - ' 165,144 17 


Dues on Patents. 
Amount paid into the Treasury dur- 


ing the fiscal year 1840, - - - - -180 00 
Fines. 
Amount paid into the Treasury, - - - 90 00 
Donations. ' 
Amount paid into the Treasury. ~ 5- - 5156 


—— 


$1,036,428 98 


Report of Committee on Finance. 
7 [Page 564 of Journal.] 


CoxMrTTEE-RooM, Jan. 12, 1841. 


To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 
; Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Srr:—As one of the members of the Committee on Finance, 
1 have observed in the different meetings of that Committee, 
that opinions relative to the establishment of a financial sys- 
tem and the better regulation of our currency were nearly as 
"various as the number of members in that Committee, who in 
all likelihood would never agree upon any plan to be adapted 
to meet their different views. And as the timeis drawing near 
when Congress will wish to adjourn, and that some conclusion 
is necessary to be had upon this important subject, I have en- 
deavored in the few remarks Í propose to make upon our 
financial position to propose a plan, though imperfect in itself, 
is, in my opinion, the only feasible one under our present con- 
dition. It will at least elicit and bring forth new ideas upon 
the subject by which the united wisdom of this House ean 
combine and mature a more perfect plan, than the few remarks 
upon the subject hastily thrown together by me for the con- 
sideration of this House. 
, Ít is pretty wellascertained by data before us, that we are 
indebted above $7,000,000, which, as near as I can make it 
without taking cognizance of fractional sums, are distributed 
in gross amounts in the following manner, viz :— 
Funded debt of the Republic, bearing 10 pr. ct. int., $1,650,000 
Bonds of the Republic sold and pledged by our Go- 

vernment, and which we are unable to pay ahd ae 


redeem, and bearing 10 per cent. interest, - - 1,350,000 
Amount of treasury notes in circulation without 

interest,  - - - - - - - 3,000,000 
Debts of various descriptions—say audited drafts 

and other claims— without interest. - - 1,000,000 


Sum total, . $7.000,000 
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This amount of $7,000,000 it is well known to all that we 
cannot even pay the interest upon, and consequently much 
less the principal. 

The question theh resolves itself, what shall we do with it? 
And what shall we do to prevent the farther accumulation of an 
alrealy enormous debt, and, in the mean time, do justice to the 
holders of our present liabilities? Certainly, not by following 
our present system of currency! For, if we do, it will cause 
the complete destruction of all our present and’future liabili- 
ties, and will even destroy the small credit we have left at 
home and abroad, as 1 hope to shew in the course of my re- 
marks. 

It is an incontrovertible fact that eur deficit this year wil} 
not be less than $1,500,000 in our currency, (equal only to 
$250,000 par funds), which is a clear proof that our circulation 
must increase, at least, this much every year, provided it should 
keep its present value. But should our treasury notes fall in 
value, it will require a greater amount of them to cover our 
deficit ; and fall they must, ifno provisions are made for their 
redemption, —not only for those we will be forced to create to 
sustain and keep the wheels of Government in operation, but 
for those already in circulation ; for we must not lose sight 
that we have now $3,000,000 of promissory notes in circula- 
tion which are receivable for all public dues,—and the amount- 
of taxes for the coming year cannot be estimated at more than 
$1,000,000 in the same currency, leaving, therefore, a ba- 
lance of $2,000,000, to which we must add the expense of the 
coming year, which cannot be less than $500,000 par funds, 
and equal to $3,000,000 of our present currency, if it should 
keep its rate of value. But can we expect that it will keep its : 
present rate? I think that no reasonable mind will think so. 
For, if our dollars are only worth fifteen cents when we have 
$3,000,000 in “circulation, it will only be worth eight cents 
when we are bound to have $5,000,000 in circulation by the 
close of this year, and it will take another $5,000,000 to make 
it equal to its present rate of value of six for one. 

And will not this great amount of issue, which we will be 
forced to create to sustain the Government, cause its instanta- 
neous depreciation as soon as it will be known? And unfor- 
tunately it is a secret we cannot keep. And will it be honor- 
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able to deceive the woild any longer by our assertion of publie 
solvency? Jam not a prophet, but I venture to predict that 
in six months, unless we change our system of currency, Texas. 
money will not be worth eight cents on the dollar; and at the 
close of the year it will not.be worth the paper upon which it 
„is printed. Are we then to receive our taxes and dues of all 
descriptions in a medium which will be completely worthless 
at the end of this year, which would, in fact, be no taxes at all? 
And are we to pay our officers, civil and military, with the 
Same worthless eurrency ? We shall have to double, triple, 
quadruple and quintuple their salary under this fearful depre- 
ciation, 1f we wish them to live and serve the nation. And 
this second accumulation of treasury notes would completely 
destroy all public confidence and hope for the future, and we 
shall be forced, after all, to suspend our currency altogether, 
with a debt saddled upon us, the limits of which no human 
foresight can calculate, and acknowledge ourselves unable to 
pay our liabilities, —not even at the most distant time. And 
then our present liabilities will have the same fate with those 
we shall be forced to create to sustain ourselves by our pre- 
sent miserable system, viz: they would travel over the board 
together, or leave it to a munificent Providence to redeem 
them in due time, (that is, never), and free ,ourselves alto- 
gether of so disagreeable z thraldom. 

It is therefore my opinion, while it is yet time, that Congress 
should pass a law authorizing the funding of our preeent lia- 
bilities at a moderate per centum, and give a prospect to the 
holders of them of ultimate redemption, which they never will 
have, unless we speedily change our present system—to sus- 
pend altogether the farther issue of treasury notes.and return 
at once to a sound currency system by refusing to receive our 
depreciated paper for any and all Government dues, except at 
their market value. " 

It will be objected here by sticklers for public faith, that by 
refusing to take our treasury notes for all public dues when 
they bear the same upon their face, will be a prostitution of 
public faith to a certain extent, I grant it; but thereis a law 
which is stronger than all others, that is the law of necessity 
and of impossibility, which reason and justice cannot control. 
And I will ask, in extenuation of this position, whether we 
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wotild be more faithful to pnr creditors to continue our pre- 
sent system, by which the accumulation of our debt will be- 
come so large that we shall bé forever unable to pay them at 
alL? And will it not be supposed by all candid men and ere- 
diters of this Republics that it will be acting more in good faith 
to make arrangements for the future redemption of our present 
liabilities than by continuing in our present mad career of 
creating debts which we can never redeem, and. which would 
forever bar them from receiving justice at our bands, as they 
weuld be involved in the common insolvency of the country. 

‘The disposition-to be made of our present liabilities, in my 
opinion, ought to be in such a manner as we can fulfil, and not 
in: promises we cannot redeem, for the first named $3,000,000. 
of our liabilities which bear an interest of ten per cent. per 
annum, and consequently make a sum of $300,000 due per 
year for interest which we cannot pay. 1 would therefore 
recommend the yeariy funding of that amount of interest for 
thirty years at five per cent., which would amount to $15,050 
annual interest. The gross amount of principal and interest 
at the end of thirty years would be $12,000,00U with the addi- 
tion of the $15,000 of interest we would have to pay annually. 

The balance of our liabilities, about $4,000,000, do not bear 
‘interest, but are receivable for all public dues, and, in conse- 
quence of which they are much in our way of financial ar- 
rangements. I would, therefore, recommend the funding ot 
it at fivg per cent. interest per annnm for thirty years, two per 
cent. or two-fifths interest of which should be paid annually, 
and the balance of three per cent. to remain unpaid until we 
shall be better able to do justice to our creditors, which would 
amount, principal and interest, at the expiration of thirty years, 
to $10,000,000, which would bereduced,however, to $7,600,000 
by an annual appropriation of $80,600, to be paid as an annual 
dividend of two-fiffhs interest upon that stock, and which 
would amount in thirty years to $2,400,000. 

I would remark here, for the satisfaction of those who may 
think five per cent. interest per annum too small a compensa- 
tion to satisfy claimants against us, and make them wait so 
long for their dues, that these last mentioned $4,000,000 of 
our liabilities cost to the holders of them only $700,000, at 
ihe utmost, in par fands,—taking into consideration the rate- 


able value ofour currer.cy during the past year; therefore, the 
Government has only received $700,000 for $4,000,000 of 1ts 
paper, but by calculation they would 1n reality receive a small 
fraction less than forty-nine per cént. interest upon their in- 
vestment, and even by receiving for the present only two per 
cent, or two-fifths interest it is equal to an investment of nearly 
twelve per cent. Suppose the holders of our liabilities had 
invested their $700,CU0 in a stock bearing ten per cent. inter- 
est upon the best security for thirty years, instead of investing 
their capital in our liabilities, the principal and interest would 
then have amounted to $2, 800 ,000, and by their present in- 
vestment it will amount to $10, 000, 000, which clearly exhibits 
that the holders of our liabilities will make a clear gain-npon 
the nation of $7,200, 000 and, therefore, can well afford to fund 
their claims at five per cent. 

By the above exposition it will be observed that a debt will 
be ereated to the nation of $19,600,000, principal and interest, 
in thirty years from, this time which our posterity will be bet- 
ter able to pay than ourselves, and the world will not doubt of 
the ability of this country to pay the sum of $19,600,000 in 
thirty years, with the addition of $95,000 to be paid annually 
by the present generation, viz: $15,000 interest on the funded 
interest of the $300,000 interest of the $3,000,000 ten per 
cent. stock, and $80,000 interest on the $4,000,000 five per 
cent. stock. Having disposed of our present liabilities in the 
foregoing manner, we can begin a new system of currency 
upon a sounder basis and.better principles than the | one enone 
tofore practised. 

Previous to the establishing a plan of currency we mustas- 
certain, as near as possible, what amount of revenpe we shall 
be able to receive in par funds to sustain a currency established 


upon a sound basis and principles of justice. I must, there- . 


fore take a short review of what will be the approximated 
amount of revenue that can be collected by impost duties, 
direct taxes, or otherwise, and rating those duties to a ratio 
that the people can bear. The impost duties might be raised, 
without any great inconvenience, five or ten per cent. more’ 
_than the present ratein par funds, but direct taxes ought to be 
reduced, at Jeast, one-half of its present rate, but payable in 
par funds. License taxes ought to be reduced one-half, as 
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least, in par funds. With these reductions, I have no doubt, 
by data to be collected from the statement of the Commissioner 
of Revenue, that we can raise, at least, a revenue to the Re- 
public of $500,000 in par funds, to be averaged as follows, viz: | 


By impost duties, at least - I I - $200,000 | 
* direct taxes not less than - - - 150,000 ` 
^ taxing each suit in the Supreme and District 

Courts, each $510, not less than - - 50,000 
* license taxes, - - - - - - 30,000 
« dueson lands, -~ - - - - - 10,000 


* 


Amount,  ,$500,000 


This estimate may be supposed high, though T think not; if 
I am to judge from the statement of the Commissioner of Re- 
venue, which estimates our income at upwards of $1,000,000 
in our currency,—and { have only tried to reduce the direct 
taxes one-half, while I have augmented the impost duties from 
fiveto ten per cent.; but we certainly can calculate upon 
$400,000 of revenue, in par funds, upon which to base a sys- 
tem of currency which would be worth something near like 
par value; for, in my opinion, it is nearly as chimerical to 
expect the reception of all our dues in gold and silver, as it is 
to sustain oursleves by our present system of currency. The 
precious metals are not in the countiy, and we must try to 
substitute in its place some currency which should be as near 
its value as possible. BM 

My plan would be, to create a treasury fund of $500,000 
in the following manner, viz: by ereating a stock fund of 
$250,000 in shares of $100 payable in five years, and bearing 
eight per cent. interest, and $250,000 in treasury checks or 
promissory.notes, payable twelve months after date, without 
interest, but receivable at all times for all public dues; their de- 
nomination should be $5, $10, $20, $50, $100 and $500. I 
would recommend the passage of a law to that effect, which 
should remain in force for the term of five years, and be put 
in force from and after the first day of April, 1841. 

It is plain, having only $250,000 in circulation receivable 
for all public dues, that this amount must necessarily re-enter 
into the Treasury before the expiration of the year, or gold 
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and silver or its equivalent must find it$ way into the Treasury 
in its place, as our revenue will be larger than our circulation. 
It 1s equally clear, having a certain revenue of $400,000, 
that we shall have (after redeeming the $250,000 treasury 
‘checks, or promissory notes, as the case may be) the sum of 
$150,000 in gold and silver, or its equivalent in our Treasury. 
I may state in this place, also, that the average loss on paper 
circulation is at least four per cent, which would give us 
$10,000, and, consequently we should find ourselves, at the 
lexpiration of the year, with $160,000 in.our Treasury, which 
I would appropriate in the following manner, viz : 
By appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the 
$250,000 five year eight per cent. stock, - $20,000 
* appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the 
' $300,000 interest of the $3,000,000 ten per cent. 
stock, and which said $300,000 are made a thirty 


year five per cent. stock, - - - - 15,000 
* appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the 
$4,000,000 thirty year five per cent stock, - $0,000 


| Amount due of annual interest, $115,000 
Dedueting $115,000 from $160,000 will leave a balance 
l our 'l'reasury of $45,000 to be applied, if necessary, as an 
|nterest for the creation of a new loan the Government may 
hoose to make in future, as a contingent fund for the purpose 
f war, in case of invasion, or for other purposes, as the wis- 
om of Congress fnay choose to order or direct. 

By this system; in my humble opinion, we insure a sound 
urrency to the country, and will keep its credit in a sound 
ate; and, though we will accumulate a debt to the country 
f $250,000 a-year until we can do better, it will not affect our , 
redit, as we have, by this plan, made provision to pay the in- 
rest punctually, and if we are compelled.to create a deficit 
f $250,000 for five years, which certainly cannot be longer, 
would then give us an accruing debt of $250,000 in five 

"bars, which, in my opinion, is far preferable than to increase 
ir annual deficit, under our present system, of, at least, 

2,000,000. 

By this proposed system, we become bound to pay, after 
' e years, the sum of $250,000 annually for five years longer, 
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which makes the last payment duc in ten years, provided we 
should be obliged to continue this system for that length of 
time, which I hope will not be the case, for I am very certain 
that our revenue, by the developement of the resources of the 
country, must increase rapidly for the next five years, while 
our expenditures will rather decrease than otherwise, if the 
present plan for retrenchment continues to take effect; and I 
feel confident, also, that our income will meet our expenditures 
before the expiration of five years. And, though this project 
of the plan I propose is not altogether such as we shall want 
for the future, under better auspices, but the best, I think, for 
our present crisis,—and we can certainly act and succeed in 
establishing a sound currency according to this plan for the 
present, and do better in future if we can. 

i will further observe that it does not follow, that, by creat- 
ing a Treasury fund of $500,000 in the manner as above pro- 
posed, we should expend that amount, and if our expenses do 
not reach that sum, the difference will be in not issuing the 
whole amount ofthe stock proposed by this plan ; but I believe 
it would be prudent to issue the whole amount of the stock, 
and appropriate it to answer the necessity of the state in case 
of emergency, as it is to be hoped that our Executive will al- 
ways prove sufficiently honest not to expend appropriation: 
without necessity. It will be observed, also, that it is not my 
intention, by this plan, that we should ever expend more than 
$500,000 yearly, and if our necessities should force us beyond 
that sum, it should never be done without callmg Congress 
together to pronounce upon the subject ; and they should find 
and prepare the ways and means to raise the sum wanted, by 
loan or otherwise, and to secure, in the mean time, the interes 
upon the same. By this course of financial poliey, our credil 
would always be infa sound state, and our currency equal t 
par, or nearly so. . 

Before closing this report, I would recommend that the ap 
propriation for the year 1841 should not exceed the sum 
$500,000, and that every officer of this Government, civil ant 
military, (after their salaries shall have been properly reduced; 
should receive their pay, half in the treasury notes contem 
plated by this plan, and the other half in the funded stock 
also contemplated by this plan, which no doubt would be bet 
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ter for them than to receive their pay in our present worthless 
currency. Gur treasury notes would never depreciate more 
than one year’s interest, or about ten per cent, and when their 
want should be felt, they would suffer no depreciation what- 
ever, Our funded stock, as soon as it should be understood 
that we do not fail to pay the interest annually or semi-annually, 


as the case may be, would become in demand at par, and we. 


cannot fail to pay the interest regularly, under the plan and 
system contemplated by the foregoing statement. 

I would further recommend, for the better execution of this 
plan, that the fiscal year of 1841 should begin on the first day 
of April next, and that all the liabilities we are necessarily 
compelled to create until that time should come under the 
character of those already created, and should be subject to be 
funded at the same rate and same terms contemplated by this 
report. i : 

‘All of which is respectfully sübmitted. 
M. B. MENARD, 
. One of ihe Committee on Finance. 
The undersigned, members of the Finance Committee, have 
examined the foregoing report, and maturely deliberated upon 
the same, and concur in the views therein stated, and join in 
recommending the adoption of the same, as the general basis 
upon which our financial affairs should be placed. f 
J. S. MAYFIELD, 
‘T. PILSBURY, 
J. W. LANN, 
J. CALDWELL. 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, Jan, 21, 1841. 


Report of the Committee on the State of the Republic. 
[Page 567 of Journal] 


ComMITTEE-Room, Jan. 22, 1841, ~ 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: ! 
The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
teferred the petition ofsundry citizens of Nacogdoches county, 
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praying for the formation of a new county, have had the same 
under consideration and deem it inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of petitioners for the following reasons, viz :—That 
should a new county be laid off as asked for, it would be in an 
inconveniznt shape and encroach upon the rights of Nacogdo- 
ches county proper, by running the line of the new county too 
near to ihe county seat ; and further, that the creation of anew 
county, as prayed for, would deprive the people in the eastern 
end of Houston and western end of Nacogdoches counties from 
uniting and laying off both a convenient and constitutional 


county. £ 
WILLIAM MENEFEE, Chairmin. 


[Page 636 of Journal.] 


YrcToR1a, Jan. 23, 1841. 

Sır :—I have the honor to inform you that I arrived this 
hg with my command at this place from the Nueces 

iver. 

The instructions from the War Department, of the 26th ult.. : 
were duly received ; and in compliance therewith, I engaged 
the requisite number of men, and proceeded west on the fourth 
inst. I arrived at the Nueces on the 9th, where I met with 
Capt. Hays, who had passed down that river from the mouth 
of the Frio. From him I learned that the enemy had not 
passed above. I then proceeded to Kinney’s ranche, on Cor- 
pus Christi Bay, forty miles below San Patricio; I there learned 
from an authentic source, that about the first of this month 
Col. Variel, in command of three hundred cavalry had been 
in the immediate vicinity of that place; an interview (by the 
request of Variel) was held between the commander and Mr. 
Kinney nine milesfrom the ranche; Variel informed Mr. Kinney 
that he came with no Aosztle intentions, but merely to procure 
the arms, &c., left there by Gen. Canales, Col. Variel wished 
also to know of Mr. Kinney whether he claimed the land 
which he occupied by virtue of title from the Texian Govern- 
ment, or with the expectation of purchasing from him-—being 
2 tract granted him (V.) by the Mexican Government. Mr. 
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‘Kinney assured Col. V. that he intended to procure his title 
from him, and accordingly made the purchase. 

Col. Variel professed to know nothing of an intention of his 
Government to invade Texas, but assured Mr. Kinney, 1f an 
invasion did occur, that his person and (property) effects should 
be scrupulously respected. Ideem it my duty to inform you, 
that, from the best information I could obtain, Mr. Kinney 
intends to avail himself of the proffered protection. Fromthe - 
fact of Mr. Ks ranche being convenient and accessible by ves- 
sels of considerable draft, 1 feel confident he could be of much 
service to the enemy 1n case they were to invade this country. 
I aiso have assurance that Kinney has promised his assist- 
ance to the enemy.. There is a twelve pound cannon (iron) 
at Kinney’s, mounted on two wheels, with all the appurte- 
nances requisite for service. It was left by Gen. Canales last 
summer. I would respectfully suggest the propriety of its 
removal as soon as possible; and also that some means be 
adopted by the Government to render ineffectual,if possible, 
the treasonable designs of Mr. Kinney. 

In the vicinity of Kinney's ranche, F intercepted two Mexi- 
cans, who stated they were directly from Rhinosa on the Rio 
Grande. By them | was informed that Gen. Vasquez was 
opposite Mier, ou this side of the Rio Grande a few miles, with 
a force of eight hundred cavalry, and that on this side 
of the river, opposite Matamoras, there were three thou- 
sand infantry and small detachments at the various cross- 
ings between Loredo and Matamoras. They also informed 
me that Gen. Arista was on his march from Saltillo to the 
Rio Grande with six thousand troops, and that a call had been 
made by the Mexican Government on the three states east of 
the mountains for two thousand troops each for the invasion 
of Texas. ING 

My early return to this placeis in consequence of the wea- 
ther, and the muddy and almost impassable state of the prairies. 
The horses, also, on which we were mounted were hastily se- 
lected, and were rendered almost useless by the recent incle- 
mency of the weather. 

I wish to be instructed as to the length oftime for which E 
shall enroll my command; and also as to my means of pro- 
enring provisions, ammunition, &c. If possible, I also de- 
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sire that I should be furnished with three or four good horses, 
suited for extraordinary service. It will, perhaps, be ont of 
my power to procure horses suited for the purpose of reconnoi- 
tering the encampments ofthe enemy. I shall necessarily be 
detained here eight er ten days to recruit the horses, &o. ; I 
will then proceed west as far as practicable. 

Í have been thus minute in the statement of the result of my 
expedition, that you may possess, as far as possible, a know- 
ledge of the condition and probable movements of the enemy. 

s Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN T. PRICE, Capt. of Spies. 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, Secretary of War. 


M —————— 


Communication from the State Department. 
[Page 637 of Journal.] 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Austin, Jan. 26, 1641. 


Sır :—I have the honor to enclose the accompanying ex- 
tract of a letter from Hamilton P. Bee, Secretary of the Com- 
missioner to run the boundary line between this and the 
Government of the United States to myself, relative to the au- 
thority of Mr. Smyth to pay the salaries of the officers of the 
commission, &c. &c. 

Sometime in April last (about the 20th) Gen. Hunt, then 
Commissioner, employed Mr. Wielber as topographical en- 
gineer and Mr. Gray as assistant surveyor. Subsequently, 
when Mr. Smyth was appointed Commissioner, in the placé of 
Gen Hunt, he was authorized by this Department to employ 
a surveyor in his place, he conferred the appointment on Mr. 
Wielber, who has since performed that duty, together with 
that of engineer, and Mr. Gray has been continued as assist- 
ant surveyor. When the commission adjourned, in June, 
these gentlemen (Mr. Wielber and Gray) were left in charge of 
the instrumentsand property belonging to the joint commission. 

I have just seen Judge Lipscomb; he tells me that Mr. Bee 
is mistaken, in saying he positively assured him the salaries of 
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the officers would 1un on during the suspension of the work, 
He says he gave to Mr. Bee, as his opinion, that they would- 
or ought to, as it prevented their engaging in any other busi. 
ness during such suspension. 
I have the bonor to be, 
Your Excellency's most obed't serv't, 
, JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
To His Excellency Davin G. Burner. 
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Extract of a Letter from Hamilton P. Bee, Secretary to the 
Commissioner to run the Boundary Line between Feras 
and the United States, to Joseph Waples. 


CAMP on THE SABINE; Dec. 18, 1840. 

Dear SIR :—lI arrived here this morning, in company with 
Mr. Smyth, and found the United States Surveyor and Secre- 
tary in camp, but not the Commissioner. Mr. Smyth leaves 
in the morning for New-Orleans, via the residence of the Hon. 
I. H. Overton, where he will find out the prospect of progress- 
ing. The United States Congress have not yet made an ap- 
propriation, which may account for the delay. 

Mr. Smyth informs me that he has received no instructions 
to pay out the money in his hands for salaries, and does not 
feel authorized to do so. My object in troubling you is to re- 
ques you to make the following enquiries of the Secretary of 
State:—ist. H Mr. Smyth will be allowed to make any advance 
on account of salaries, or, at least, enough to pay our small 
expenses on the line, (such as corn for our horses, &c.), and 
to carry us home when the work iscompleted? "The situation 
of the Surveyor and Engineer 1s extremely disagreable; they 
have been in eamp all summer without one dollar, and have, 
of course contracted small debts which they have not the 
means of liquidating. 2nd. Will the salaries of the officers 
count during the suspension of the work? The Hon. A. S. 
Lipscomb positively assured me that they would.— Aud lastly, 
and at the request of Mr. Gray, what will be his salary ?—Ox 
will the Commissioner be instructed to fix it? 
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Report of Special Committee. 
[Page 705 of Journal.] 


Hon. Davin 5. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir :—'The Special Committee, to whom was referred the 
claims and accounts of Capt. James Pennoyer, have taken into 
consideration the same, and, after due examinauon, find his 
claim founded on the following facts :— 

The Committee perceive that Capt. Pennoyer icceived a 
letter from Col. G. W. Hockley, by order of the Hon. Secretary 
of War, desiring and authorizing him to furnish two hundred 
and fifty of * Jenks’ Carbines” at the earliest possible day, 
anddeliver them at New-Orleans or Galveston, and that the mo- 
ney should be deposited there to pay for said arms on delivery. 
Capt. Pennoyer deposited said arms at New-Orleans on the 
eleventh day of August last, and advised tbe War Department 
accordingly. The money was specially deposited there for 
the payment of said arms, and after the arrival of them the 
money was withdrawn, to defray the expenses of running the 
Sabine line. The arms are still at New-Orleans, subject to 
the order cf the Government, agreeably to contract. 

Capt. Pennoyer had to procure the manufacture of them 
and become responsible for the same. In doing this, he Had to 
advance one thousand dollars in cash upon the contract, and 
has incurrred the expense ot seven hundred dollars, outlaid 
in travelling expenses, incident to his compliance with the 
requisition of the Government, making a total amount of seven- 
teen hundred dollars advanced on account of Government. 

Your Committtee cannot perceive by what means the Go- 
vernment, upon its contract, can possibly withhold a compli- 
ance with it, inasmuch as the contract has been fuily complied 
with on the part of Capt. Pennoyer. 

Your Committe, therefore, respectfully beg leave to recom 
mend the adoption of the accotnpanyiug joint resolution. 

P. USHER. Chairman 


